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Comharchumann Fuinnimh Oileáin Árainn Teo
(Aran Islands Renewable Energy Ltd) is this
year’s overall winner of the Sustainable Energy
Awards 2014 for its range of energy projects to
develop the islands as energy self-sustaining
and carbon neutral. 

28 REVISED ODS REGULATIONS  
The introduction on 1 January 2015 of the
revised ODS Regulations will shake-up the
entire RACHP industry, writes Dewi Garcia. 
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climate control efficiency with the VRV IV 
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energy efficiency.
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The Liebert® AFC – the world’s first adiabatic
free-cooling chiller – is now available in
Ireland from Core Air Conditioning. 
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A unique software package available to air
conditioning and refrigeration contractors in
Ireland through DWG Refrigeration Wholesale.

40 HI-TOOLKIT FOR HOME
Hitachi’s specially-developed selection
software takes the guesswork out of 
specifying heat pumps. 
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Understanding lifecycle cost profiling is
essential when specifying refrigeration-
related project solutions.

43 ALL-INDUSTRY FORUM
Heat Merchants hosted an all-industry 
forum and trade exhibition at Croke Park
Conference Centre. 
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Wow!… 50 years of continuous
publication, now that is some
achievement, especially for a

journal dedicated to such a niche area 
as building services.  

In celebrating this momentous
landmark we at Building Services News
fully recognise that it is a shared
industry achievement – without the
continued support of you, our readers
and advertisers, it would not have 
been possible.

In many respects the life and times 
of Building Services News is very much
a mirror-image of the history of the
business over that half-century.
Together we have witnessed incredible
change in the sector, have cooperated
with one another in driving acceptance
of this change, and supported one
another when times were tough.

So, it is an occasion of celebration 
for the entire building services sector,
not just Building Services News. We
hope you will join us in marking this
milestone in the commemorative
January/February 2015 edition. 
See page 39.
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NEWS AND PRODUCTS 2
Latest industry news and developments.

A POSTCARD FROM ABROAD 8
James Duff, Arup and DIT reviews his 

working life and times in London. 

OLDEN BUCKS THE TREND  14
When Trevor Olden decided to go it  

alone in 2012 it was the best career/
business decision he ever made.

WILO’S INTELLIGENT PUMP  15
Building automation is the key to the 

most efficient possible use of energy and 
a high level of comfort for building users.

SDAR AWARDS 2015 18
Entries, consisting of short abstracts,

are now being sought for the 
SDAR Awards 2015 

1964-2014

CELEBRATING

Radiators can now be interpreted as art 
but it is important to realise that art is 

a personal taste issue and the selection 
must also be fit-for-purpose. 

RADIATOR SELECTION  24
Vincent Broderick, Baxi Potterton Myson 

Sales Director, says radiator selection 
must include system appraisal.

IMI HYDRONIC ENGINEERING  25
Leading global expert TA Hydronics has 

just launched a fresh new look under the 
IMI Hydronic Engineering brand. 
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Grange proves big hit with BTU 
The last BTU golf outing took place in October at the Grange Golf
Club in Dublin with 30 participants enjoying a pleasant finish to the
week in beautiful Autumn sunshine. The course was in magnificent
condition and proved a big hit with all who took part. 

Sponsor was Victolic. The results were as follows:
Overall winner: Brendan Bracken, 33 Pts

Class 1

First: Dermot  Ryan, 32 pts (B9); Second: Joe Warren, 32pts.

Class 2

First: Gerry Tobin, 31 Pts; Second: Bernard Costello, 27 pts.

Class 3

First: Vincent Broderick, 30pts; Second: Damien Mooney, 28 pts.

Front 9: Michael Mathews, 17 pts. Back 9: Des Prendergast, 16 pts.

New members welcome. Contact: David Daly. Tel:  087 - 2611711.

Toshiba engineers’ handbook 
Copies of Toshiba’s Technical Handbook for Engineers are now
available – in hard-copy and electronic formats – from GT Phelan as
part of its programme of training and support for the industry.

The 80-page compendium includes guidance on identifying fault
codes, on refrigerant pipe sizing, on commissioning and system set-up,
and on calculating additional refrigerant charge required by VRF air
conditioning systems. There is also a step-by-step guide to wiping
and/or readdressing existing VRF installations, and useful hints on how
to retrieve data from systems and remote controllers.

Derek Phelan of GT Phelan, says: “Today’s air conditioning systems
are extremely sophisticated and are designed with features that are
light years ahead of the systems of a few years ago. The new guide
brings together a huge amount of information, and provides an
essential guide for contractors and installers that they can keep in 
the van and take with them to site.”

Contact: Derek Phelan, GT Phelan. Tel: 01 – 286 4377; 
email: info@gtphelan.ie; www.gtphelan.ie

NEWS AND PRODUCTS

Gilroy joins Ethos
Engineering   
Enda Gilroy has joined Ethos Engineering as Senior Mechanical
Engineer. Ethos Engineering is a highly-motivated and driven
company, comprising a team of talented, commercially-aware
engineers with excellent industry experience.

The Ethos Engineering working environment encourages all 
staff to approach projects with originality, creativity, common 

sense and enthusiasm, the objective being 
to produce designs that are detailed, 

innovative and practical.
The company prides itself on its “can do” 

philosophy, and on its in-house LEED, 
BREEAM, BER and sustainable credentials.

Its excellent client retention, coupled 
with an ever-expanding new-client 
portfolio, bears testimony to the 
importance of these strengths.

Derek Phelan and Ian White pictured in GT Phelan’s purpose-designed
training centre in Southern Cross Business Park, Bray.

Radiant ceiling panels  
A new catalogue from ATP Ireland details the SPC Thermalite Plus
radiant ceiling panel system with its composite aluminium sheet panel.
This is a structurally rigid unit with high strength and low weight
characteristics. 

Heat is introduced into the panel via a mechanically-folded 12mm
copper pipe coil which is fixed into aluminium extrusions. The extrusions
are riveted to the upper surface of the panel which ensures reliable
heat transfer while maintaining a completely smooth lower surface.

The completely smooth yet rigid bottom surface not only makes the
panel attractive, but also hygienic, easy to clean and therefore ideal for
healthcare applications.

Contact: David Daly, ATP Ireland. Tel: 01 – 885 3792; 
email: david@atpireland.com
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The Adiabatic Freecooling Solution with Top-Tier Availability

Liebert ® AFC from 500 to 1450 kW

Energy Efficiency
Year-round adiabatic freecooling minimises use of

compressors to deliver highest energy efficicencies

Partial Load
Pure adiabatic freecooling manages 50% load up to

20% ambient temperature

iCOM Touch Display
The iCOM control ensures intelligent management

of data while 7’ touch-screen display presents

advanced graphics

Supersaver
Supersaver is the software logic embedded in iCOM

to maximise efficiency at system level

Electronic Expansion Valve
Minimised condensing pressure reduces power

consumption, thus achieving high-efficiency levels

Freecooling
Integrated freecooling modules deliver the cooling load

required without the need for compressors

Ultra SIlent
Super silent fans, combined with adiabatic pads, ensure

extremely silent operation

Fast Start
Full cooling capacity is assured within 70 seconds

following power re-start

Core advert 2014:Layout 1  20/11/2014  14:12  Page 1

5

et al.: BS News November/December

Published by ARROW@TU Dublin, 2014



Since becoming a member of the Condair Group in 2011, 
JS Humidifiers has provided the Condair range to its customers 
as well as developing and manufacturing Condair products for
distribution through Condair’s global sales network.

The Condair Group consists of wholly-owned sales offices in
14 countries, including JS in the UK, and distribution partner
companies in 45 more. All offer products designed and
manufactured across the group’s six strategically-located 
global production facilities.

Tim Scott, Head of Sales at Condair plc, comments: “Condair
is the world’s leading manufacturer and supplier of
humidification and evaporative cooling equipment. Since JS’
acquisition by Condair in 2011, we have become an active and
valued part of the Group. The time is now right for us to take 
on the global brand of Condair 

“For over 30 years JS Humidifiers has delivered reliable
expert technical advice alongside a comprehensive range of
high-quality humidification systems. Under our new name of
Condair our mission is to maintain this high level of
performance and to positively lead and develop the
humidification industry. So other than the change of name, it 
is business as normal.”

Recently-launched products include the Condair ME
evaporative humidifier and cooler; the JetSpray compressed air
and water spray humidifier; and the PureFlo reverse osmosis
water treatment system. Also available is the full Condair
humidification range. All are supported by a comprehensive
service of advice, design, supply, installation, commissioning,
maintenance and spares supply.

Contact: JS Humidifiers. Tel: 0044 – 1903 850200; email:
uk.sales@condair.com; www.condair.co.uk
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McCormick Head of Engineering

NEWS AND PRODUCTS

Sontay has introduced a
dedicated training initiative
called the Sontay Academy. Over
its 40 years in business, Sontay
has gained a vast amount of
knowledge in products,
applications and technical issues
and now intends to pass this
information on to the industry
through training. 

“As an innovator in the
market, Sontay is an accredited
CPD trainer in the UK through
CIBSE and in the Republic of
Ireland through Engineers
Ireland,” says Donal Lynch of
Sontay in Ireland. “To show our
commitment to the building

services industry, we now offer
training which contributes to
CPD activity requirement. 

“The course presentations can
be given at clients’ required
locations or at our training
facility in Edenbridge, Kent. We
are able to offer training in many
HVAC subjects including wireless
technology, metering and M-Bus
communication. We also offer
tailor-made courses for
individuals and companies which
can be set up through local
account managers.”

Contact: Donal Lynch, Sontay.
Tel:  087 - 252 3705;
email: donal.lynch@sontay.com

Condair – new name for
JS Humidifiers

Sean McCormick has been appointed Head of Engineering by
Jurys Inn. He will provide direction on all engineering matters,
including maintenance provisions and
energy consumption. 

With over 25 years experience in
engineering and project management,
Sean was previously Building Services
Manager at McAleer & Rushe Ltd in
Cookstown where he worked on a
number of Jurys Inn projects including
the €14 million extension of the
Group’s recently-rebranded 
Islington property.

Sontay training academy 

Tim Scott, Head of Sales Condair plc with Silvan Meier, owner
Condair Group; Oliver Zimmermann, CEO Condair Group; and
Tony Fleming, Head of Engineering, Condair plc. 

SonNet powered 
by SIP is suitable 
for a wide range 
of applications 
and protocols.

News:Layout 1  20/11/2014  14:09  Page 2
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NEWS AND PRODUCTS

DIT Advanced Plumbing
and Heating
Students who attended the Dublin Institute of Technology
Advanced Plumbing and Heating Technology Programme DT151a
were presented with their certificates at the DIT graduation
ceremony which was held at St Patrick’s Cathedral in November. 

This is a two-year part-time Level 6 Higher Certificate programme
run in the Bolton St Campus. The programme is available to qualified
craftspersons who wish to advance to higher levels within the
industry. It is designed to enhance and develop existing skills and to
provide, within a modular framework, a sound understanding of the
technology and techniques employed in today’s plumbing and
heating industry.

The main emphasis of the programme relates to system design
and plant selection, management, employment and communication
techniques. The range of modules on offer gives graduates the
capacity and confidence to face the challenges that are likely to
confront them in the workplace. 

This includes a comprehensive understanding and knowledge of
mechanical building services principles, techniques and methods,
combined with a high level of management competence in
communicating, planning, organising, controlling, motivating 
and forecasting. Graduates may also seek progression to
management and supervisory level within the mechanical 
services industry.

Anyone interested in participating on the programme should
contact Michael Gleeson, Programme Chair DT151a, at 
email: michaelj.gleeson@dit.ie

Professor Brian Norton, DIT Preisdent, with successful
graduates of the Advanced Plumbing and Heating Technology
Programme DT151a. 

Humidification and
Evaporative Cooling

Having been a member of the Condair Group for three years, 
JS Humidifiers is changing its name to Condair plc.

As well as manufacturing Condair products from our
production facility in West Sussex and offering the full Condair
humidifier range to our UK customers, we act as a central sales
office for many Condair distributors around the world.

Rebranding to Condair allows us to streamline our UK
operations and communicate our role within the world’s
leading humidification and evaporative cooling company.

For over 30 years, as JS Humidifiers, we have delivered the very
best solutions for our customers’ humidification requirements.
Now under the name of Condair our mission is and always will
be to continue to provide the very highest level of
technical expertise and customer satisfaction.

CONDAIR - the
new name for 
JS Humidifiers

Tim Scott, 
Head of Sales, Condair plc

See www.condair.co.uk for more info

News:Layout 1  20/11/2014  14:09  Page 3
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The new circulator has been designed specifically for
applications like heating systems, cooling systems, domestic hot water
systems, solar systems and geothermal systems. 

The smaller 100 Watt models for light commercial applications have
the unique Anti-Block Technology already existing in the ecocirc series.
This technology reduces pump downtime and maintenance costs as it
completely separates the main flow of the pumped liquid from the
permanent magnetic parts, meaning the pump is never susceptible to
blockages from magnetite or sludge. The larger models for commercial
applications utilise a canned motor design with filters.

The range is made up of DN 25 to DN 100 models in single head, 
twin heads and bronze pump housing configurations.

The Lowara ecocirc XL and XLplus come with a variety of control
options as standard, including proportional pressure, constant pressure 
or constant curve.

In addition, the “automatic night setback” mode ensures that the
circulator reduces its performance level to a minimum when not needed,
thus enabling a further reduction in energy consumption and costly 
utility bills. All settings can be controlled by an easy-to-use display with
intuitive interface design.

Terry Murray of Xylem Water Solutions Ireland commented: 
“Following the success of the ecocirc, we wanted to develop a circulator
for commercial applications which could meet heating and cooling
requirements across a broad range of applications but still maintain 
the value and energy efficiency that we have come to expect with the
ecocirc series.

“Our ecocirc XL circulator offers clear energy efficient features and is
very easy to install, set and use. With this state-of-the art high efficiency
device, we have reduced the complexity for the user to a new minimum.”

The circulator also features a very easy-to-use digital interface to 
keep the user informed of key pump performance information such as
operating or fault mode, flow control and set point. Further in-depth
information such as historical pump data, the live situation as well as
many additional settings can also be easily accessed either through a
laptop via a RS485 port, or through an optional wifi module and 
standard wifi-enabled device, such as laptop, tablet, or smartphone.

If using a smart phone, a specific app is not required as all data 
and settings can be accessed through the standard browser installed 
on the wifi-enabled device. 

For use in installations with building management services, the 
ecocirc XLplus embeds either Modbus RTU or BACnet communication
capabilities.

For more information about the Lowara ecocirc XL visit
lowara.com/ecocirc-xl.

Contact: Contact: Terry Murray, Xylem Water Solutions Ireland. 
Tel: 01 – 452 4444; 
email: lowara.ireland@xyleminc.com ■

Xylem has enhanced its popular range of high efficiency circulator
pumps with the addition of the Lowara ecocirc XL and ecocirc XLplus,
ideal for commercial applications.

Xylem presents energy efficient
ecocirc XL and ecocirc XL plus

Our ecocirc XL circulator offers clear

energy efficient features and is very

easy to install, set and use. With this

state-of-the art high efficiency device,

we have reduced the complexity for

the user to a new minimum.

‘
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LOOKING 
FOR HIGH 
EFFICIENCY?

www.panasonic.ie/aircon

ECOi 2 way and 3 way is the best option for your buildings 
· Highly efficient even at temperatures as low as -25°C 
· Most efficient solution on the market in more than 77% of combinations 
· Compact design and easy to install 
· Connects to wide range of remote controls, centralized controls and web interfaces 
· Innovative defrosting process creates maximum comfort avoiding cold air flow in indoor units 
· Unique discharge air temperature control to avoid too low supplied air temperatures 
· Discharge air temperature control to provide maximum comfort 
· Designed for easy maintenance and quick commissioning
· Panasonic’s New Advanced VRF Software with AutoCAD® compatibility makes design easier than ever 

At Panasonic we know what a great responsibility it is to install heating and cooling systems...  
we design systems to make your buildings work efficiently. 

Down to
-25 ”C in

heating mode
OUTDOOR

TEMPERATURE

Possible
to use on

R22 pipings
R22 RENEWAL

Easy
control
by BMS

CONNECTIVITY

Energy
saving

Environmentally
friendly
refrigerant

R410A

*****

* ECOi 3 way, A+ full load on the 8HP

Easy
control
by BMS

CONNECTIVITY
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