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Throne Muchalinda Lake, the site of Animesh Lochan 
Chaitya (Figure 4), and a number of holy trees such as 
Ratnachankramana, Ratnagaraha, Ajapala Nigrodha, 
and Rajyatna. Bodhgaya also houses many monasteries 
established by the Buddhists of Myanmar, Sri Lanka, 
Japan, and Thailand.

Figure 3: Mahabodhi Temple, Bodhgaya 

Source: Authors

Figure 4: Animesh Lochana Chaitya 
(It is believed that Buddha spent one week here looking at 

tree out of gratitude and without blinking his eyes) 

Source: authors

Figure 5: Great Buddha Statue, Bodhgaya 

Source: Authors

Sarnath 

The city of Sarnath is part of Varanasi and lies about 10 
km from the city centre, a place where Buddha gave his 
first sermon after attaining enlightenment in ca. 528 BCE. 
This is the place where Buddha established his Sangha, 
or group of disciples to promote his new doctrine. The 
famous Lion pillar erected by King Ashoka is also in 
Sarnath. The other attractions of Sarnath are Chaukhandi 
Stupa, Mulagandha Kuti Vihar, and Sarnath Ashram.

Kushinagar

This place is in the Gorakhpur district of Uttar Pradesh in 
India. It is en route to Kapilavastu and is the place where 
Buddha fell ill and died in 483 BCE. It is interesting to 
know that all four major incidents in the life of Buddha: 

Figure 6: The Dhamekh Stupa, Sarnath

Source: http://www.uptourism.gov.in/post/varansi-sarnath
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situated in the heart of Buddha’s homeland and is 12 
miles from Lumbini, a world heritage site believed to 
be the birthplace of Gautama Buddha. Piprahwa is best 
known for its archaeological site (Figure 8). A huge stupa 
and the ruins of several monasteries are also located 
within this site.

Lumbini

Lumbini is a pilgrimage site in the Rupandevi district of 
Nepal. It is a place where Queen Mahamayadevi gave 
birth to Siddhartha Gautama in 563 BCE. This is one of 
the most sought out places in the Buddhist circuits and 
comprises temples, monuments, monasteries, a museum 
and Holy Pond, where Buddha’s mother took the ritual 
dip prior to his birth and where Siddhartha had his first 
bath.

Market Profile of Buddhist Circuits
A tourist undertaking a circuit of the main Buddhist 
religious sites would require between seven to fifteen 
days to complete their trip. 

The seven-day tour circuit includes Bodhgaya (airport 
or Railway stn. ) → Nalanda and Rajgir → Sarnath 
(Varana-si) → Kushinagar → Kapilvastu / Piprahwa 
→ Lumbini and Tilaurakot → Vaishali → back to 
Bodhgaya. 

A 15-day tour circuit would include Lucknow (airport… 
coming from New Delhi) → Shravasti → Kapilvastu/ 
Piprahwa → Lumbini and Tilaurakot → Kushinagar 
→ Kesaria → Vaishali → Patna → Nalanda and Rajgir 
→ Bodhgaya and Gaya → Sarnath and Varanasi → 
Kaushambi → Sankia <passing via Agra> →Mathura 
→ New Delhi (airport). 

In addition to the sites, various festivals and ritual 
ceremonies serve as attractions, drawing large numbers 
of international tourists. Leading among these is 
Kalachakra Puja, a well-known festival held in the month 
of January every year. At this festival, His holiness, 
the Dalai Lama holds initiation rituals for followers of 
Buddhism worldwide. Other major attractions in this 
area include monasteries of Mahayana and Theravada 
traditions. In the temple town of Bodhgaya alone, about 
58 monasteries are mentioned on the Bodhgaya Temple 
Management Committee website.

birth 563 BCE, enlightenment 529 BCE, first sermon 
528/527 BCE and death 483 BCE) (Singh, 2003) took 
place on Vaishaka Purnima, i.e. Full moon day of the 
Lunar month of April-May.

Piprahwa (Kapilavastu) 

Piprahwa / Kapilavastu is a village near Birdpur in the 
Siddharthnagar district of Uttar Pradesh, India. It is 

Figure 7: Mahanirvana Stupa, Kushinagar

 Source: https://kushinagar.nic.in/tourist-places

Figure 8: Tilaurakot: The ancient city of Kapilavastu

 Source:http://www.uptourism.gov.in/post/kapilvastu-
explore

Figure 9: Ashoka Pillar

Source: https://kathmandupost.com/


