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ABSTRACT Smart control tactics, wider stability region, rapid reaction time, and high-speed performance
are essential requirements for any controller to provide a smooth, vibrationless, and efficient performance
of an in-house fabricated active magnetic bearing (AMB) system. In this manuscript, three pre-eminent
population-based metaheuristic optimization techniques: Genetic algorithm (GA), Particle swarm optimiza-
tion (PSO), and Cuckoo search algorithm (CSA) are implemented one by one, to calculate optimized
gain parameters of PID controller for the proposed closed-loop active magnetic bearing (AMB) system.
Performance indices or, objective functions on which these optimization techniques are executed are integral
absolute error (IAE), integral square error (ISE), integral time multiplied absolute error (ITAE), and integral
timemultiplied square error (ITSE). The significance of an optimization technique and objective function can
obtain only by implementing it. As a result, several comparisons are made based on statistical performance,
time domain, frequency response behavior, and algorithm execution time. Finally, the applicability of
optimization strategies in addition to the performance indices is determined with the aid of the comparative
analysis. That could assist in choosing a suitable optimization technique along with a performance index for
a high-speed application of an active magnetic bearing system.

INDEX TERMS Active magnetic bearing, genetic algorithm, cuckoo search algorithm, particle swarm
optimization.

I. INTRODUCTION
In this century, high speed becomes a trend and an
essential requirement in many research areas, like transporta-
tion, machine tools, manufacturing processes, semiconduc-
tor equipment, etc. It is well-known that active magnetic

The associate editor coordinating the review of this manuscript and

approving it for publication was Kuo-Ching Ying .

bearings (AMBs) are an inevitable alternative to conven-
tional bearings in high-speed applications [1]. AMB belongs
to the family of magnetic bearings which are capable of
reaching very high speeds. The function of magnetic bear-
ings rely on the phenomena of magnetic levitation [2],
the hovering of a ferromagnetic object (rotor) with the
help of a magnetic field. If the generation of the mag-
netic field is with the help of electromagnets then this
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magnetic bearing is categorized as an active magnetic
bearing [3].

For decades, active magnetic bearing (AMB) has attracted
a lot of researchers’ interest. Due to its non-contact charac-
teristic compared to traditional bearings, it has a wide range
of applications in the industry [4]. This non-contact feature of
AMB is the cause of the near-zero friction (almost zero fric-
tion) between the stationary stator and rotating rotor, which
eliminates the need for lubricants. The almost zero friction
empowers the AMB system to attend the maximum allow-
able speed with less or, no vibrations, resulting in increased
efficiency. The absence of lubricants minimizes the risk of oil
contamination and increases the maintenance intervals.

Active magnetic bearings are being used in a wide
range of applications such as Biomedical industries [5], [6],
high-speed machining [7], [8], renewable energy [9], [10],
aerospace [11] etc. Apart from the advantages, AMB has
some limitations and challenges. The presence of electro-
magnetic forces and fields in AMB causes the formation
of nonlinear Lorentz forces and electromagnetic inferences.
This makes the AMB system inherently nonlinear. Other
than these nonlinearities, the AMB system suffers from some
system-based dynamic uncertainties [12]. To deal with the
uncertainties and nonlinearities of AMB, in various research
articles authors have taken the help of some intelligent
optimization algorithms for controlling purposes. Chen and
Chang optimized a PID controller for an active magnetic
bearing system using a genetic algorithm [13]. Yanhong et al.
implemented the particle swarm optimization (PSO) algo-
rithm to optimize the PID controller for a magnetic levitation
system [14], and Štimac et al. tuned the PID controller using
the PSO algorithm. Dhyani et al. optimized a fuzzy-PID
controller using Moth -flame optimization and compare it
performance with a PID controller for active magnetic bear-
ing system [15].

Optimization methods will be used to further improve the
performance of the PID controller [16], [17]. Several pres-
tigious researchers from around the world have contributed
to this field. Like, Jain et al. implemented grey wolf opti-
mization (GWO)/proportional-integral-derivative (PID) with
IAE, ISE, ITAE, and ITSE objective functions and compared
the performance among them [18]. Izci et al. optimized a
PID controller using the slime mould algorithm (SMA) and
compared it performance with other famous metaheuristic
algorithms [19]. Ekinci et al. proposes a novel optimization
approach which is Henry gas solubility optimization with
opposition-based learning (OBL/HGO). This optimization
technique is used to find out the best parameters of the
PID controller using the integral of time multiplied absolute
error (ITAE) objective function [20]. Guo Lei et al. pro-
poses an improved mayfly algorithm based on the median
position of the group. This algorithm reduced the optimal
ITAE index value of the system when used to optimize a
PID parameters [21]. Izci et al. developed a novel hybrid
technique, arithmetic optimization algorithm- Nelder-Mead

(AOA-NM) to achieve an optimum design for automobile
cruise control [22]. Peicheng et al. combined the improved
model predictive control (MPC) with a hybrid PID control
to enhance the accuracy of path tracking in intelligent vehi-
cles [23]. Later, Ekinci et al. proposes a novel metaheuristic
optimization algorithm, logarithmic spiral-arithmetic opti-
mization algorithm (Ls-AOA) [24] and further developed
Lévy flight-based reptile search algorithm to improve the
performance of PID controller [25].

Generally, the metaheuristic optimization methods are
classified as, single solution based and population-based
metaheuristic optimization techniques [26]. Single-solution
based metaheuristics are pattern search, simulated anneal-
ing, tabu search etc. and population-based optimization tech-
niques are GA, artificial bee colony, PSO etc. There is
not any accessible way via a best optimization method
may be picked among the numerous available optimization
approaches. The only way to know the efficacy of any opti-
mization approach is by applying it in any problem. The
relevance of the particular optimization approach is demon-
strated by the obtained outcomes of that problem. In certain
cases, the same optimization approach may perform differ-
ently in multiple applications. In this study, the impact of
three distinct optimization approaches on the proposed sys-
tem will be examined. The very first will be the most famous
evolutionary-based optimization algorithm i.e., the Genetic
algorithm, which can apply to almost all complex problems
and systems. The second is a swarm-based optimization
algorithm, i.e., PSO. The absence of a genetic operator in
PSO makes it much more flexible and versatile. And the
third optimization method is CSA which is based on the
brood breeding strategy of several species of cuckoo birds.
As compared to other optimization method CSA have fewer
tuning parameter which makes it simpler to use and faster in
execution. A comparison of their results will demonstrate the
effectiveness of each optimization approach.

The novelty of the manuscript is represented as depicted in
Figure 1 and as follows-

1. In-house prototype of an active magnetic bear-
ing system is fabricated. The electromagnet and rotor
are made of ferromagnetic material having a higher
value of relative permeability (5000 for the electromag-
net and 11000 for the rotor). The copper coils (hav-
ing relative permeability ≈ 1) are wounded on the
electromagnet.

2. Nonlinearities and dynamic uncertainties of AMB sys-
tems make them complex to analyze and design. Therefore,
using the physical parameters of the proposed AMB system a
transfer function is calculated at a nominal point of operation
(io, xo).

3. For better controlling and bearing action, the Genetic
algorithm, particle swarm optimization algorithm, and
cuckoo search algorithm are used to calculate the gain val-
ues of the PID controller. Which is in the proposed closed
loop.
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FIGURE 1. Core contribution of the manuscript.

FIGURE 2. In-house prototype of proposed active magnetic bearing
(AMB) system.

4. Each metaheuristic optimization algorithm is calibrated
on the scale of four performance indexes (IAE, ISE, ITAE,
and ITSE).

5. A fair comparison is carried out among these algorithms
on the basis of their transient state performance incorporated
with a bode plot, root locus plot, and Nyquist plot analysis.
Further, parameters for compassion are statistical analysis
and fastness in the execution of the algorithm.

The organization of the manuscript is arranged as follows:
Section II deals with the study of the constructional and

linearized model of the proposed active magnetic bearing
(AMB) system. Section III comprises of Application of opti-
mization techniques for AMB system along with necessary
flow charts. Section IV deals with the results and discus-
sion which comprises of implementation of considered algo-
rithms for proposed AMB system. Section V comprises of
performance study and analysis of prosed system, finally

FIGURE 3. Simplified diagram of the active magnetic bearing system.

section VI concludes the complete carried-out out work and
future description of the work for future researchers.

The flowcharts for the three optimization strategies that
were chosen are briefly described in Section III. The perfor-
mance evaluation of various optimization approaches with
various objective functions is the main emphasis of Sec-
tion IV, followed by concluding observations.

II. PROPOSED IN-HOUSE MODEL OF AMB SYSTEM
In house model of the proposed active magnetic bearing
(AMB) system is shown in Figure 2. The electromagnet and
rotor are made of ferromagnetic material having a higher
value of relative permeability (5000 for the electromagnet and
11000 for the rotor) [27]. The copper coils (having relative
permeability ≈ 1) are wounded on an electromagnet having
N numbers of turns.

In Figure 3, the position sensor detects the rotor’s current
location and creates a signal equivalent to the position. The
difference between the reference signal (a unit step signal)
and the position sensor’s signal is an error signal. This error
signal shows the deviation of the rotor from its actual or nom-
inal position. To get the rotor to align in the nominal position
a controller is implemented to produce a controlling signal
which is further fed to the power amplifier [28], [29]. The
power amplifier generates the required current and energies
the coils of the electromagnet to create a sufficient magnetic

12102 VOLUME 11, 2023



S. Gupta et al.: Metaheuristic Optimization Techniques Used in Controlling of an Active Magnetic Bearing System

TABLE 1. In-house model parameter of the proposed AMB system.

force for maintaining the rotor position at the nominal point
of operation, against gravity.

Nonlinearities and dynamic uncertainties of AMB systems
make them complex to analyze and design. Therefore, for a
nominal point (io, xo) of operation, the proposed system is
linearized [30], [31] and can be written in a transfer function
form as depicted in Equation 1, [32],

1X (s)
1I (s)

= −
Ka

ms2 − Kz
(1)

where,Ka andKz are force constants whose values depend on
the physical parameters of the AMB system that is shown in
Table 1. 1X (s) is s-domain transformation of a small change
1x (t) in the position of the rotor and due to this the change
in the coil current 1i (t) in s-domain is 1I (s).

For a nominal point of operation, the proposed AMB sys-
tem is calculated in a form of a transfer function using the
data available in Table 1. i.e.,

CAMB =
1X (s)
1I (s)

=
7.69

s2 − 1877.49
(2)

In this study, all of the optimizations are performed for the
nominal point (Equation 2) of operation. This will help in
making a clear and fair comparison among the performances
of optimization techniques. The next section will discuss the
optimization techniques which have been implemented for
the proposed system.

III. APPLICATION OF OPTIMIZATION TECHNIQUES FOR
AMB
A. GENETIC ALGORITHM (GA)
In the area of problem-solving, genetic algorithms (GA) have
been used for almost four decades. In 1970, Holland was
the first to propose the basic ideas of a Genetic Algorithm
[33]. This pioneer idea of problem-solving was a substantial
addition to scientific and engineering applications. Thanks
to the work of scholars and engineers all across the world,
GA development has reached a mature stage. It has grown
rapidly as a result of the widespread availability of low-cost,
high-speed tiny computers.

A genetic algorithm is an optimization approach that draws
inspiration from the biological process of natural selection,
in which the most adaptive and fit individuals succeed [34].

FIGURE 4. Flowchart of Genetic algorithm (GA).

Because of the GA’s inherent properties, a genetic search
may be well adapted to multi-objective optimization prob-
lems. Amajor characteristic is its multi-directional and global
search, which is accomplished by keeping a population of
potential solutions from generation to generation. It is a
stochastic type nonlinear optimization technique. Adaptabil-
ity, robustness, and flexibility are the three major advan-
tages of the GA optimization technique [35]. Applications
of GA are not limited, wherever a global search is required
with a better robustness, GA is the very first choice for the
researchers and engineers. Although, in literature, applica-
tions of GA are in pattern and system identification [36], [37],
control [38], [39]& robotics [40], engineering designs [41],
nonlinear system identification and optimization [42] and
many more.

The GA has a few mathematical requirements for solving
problems and can handle a wide range of objective func-
tions and constraints. Because of their evolutionary character,
GA can look for answers regardless of the inner working of
the problem. Figure 4 shows a flowchart of GA optimization
technique [43].

Genetic Algorithm optimization starts with defining the
initial population which is basically a set of possible solu-
tions in a finite range to the given objective function. Each
element of the set is termed a ‘chromosome’ on which genetic
operators (i.e., selection, crossover, and mutation) perform
the optimization. Referring to Figure 4, after evaluation, if the
optimum solution is not achieved then the selection operator
begins to choose individuals for producing offspring based
on their fitness score or, fitness value. The popular selec-
tion schemes are tournament selection, rank-based selection,
roulette-wheel selection, etc. A comparison among these
selection schemes is given in [44]. Individuals selected by
the selection operator will go for crossover operation. This
is the main variation operator which combines usually two
individuals by exchanging some of their parts and generating
offspring. Techniques to implement crossover operation are-
single-point, n-point, uniform crossover, etc. The probability
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per individual to go through the crossover is defined by the
crossover probability (pc), an externally derived parameter.
The range of pc is [0.6,1.0] [45]. The next step is mutation;
it randomly alters each chromosome of offspring with a
probability known as mutation probability (pm). Value of pm
is typically less than 1% [46]. Greater the value of pm will
change the GA into a local search rather than a global search.

B. PARTICLE SWARM OPTIMIZATION (PSO) ALGORITHM
A stochastic-type method based on swarm intelligence
is called particle swarm optimization (PSO). Kennedy
and Eberhart introduced the PSO algorithm in their arti-
cle in 1995 [47]. The genetic algorithm and PSO both
are stochastic-type population-based algorithms. But PSO
doesn’t have genetic operators and the absence of this oper-
ator made it much more flexible and simpler. In PSO, all
population members will participate and survive in the opti-
mization process from the very beginning to the end [48].

The main feature of a swarm-intelligence-based algorithm
is self-organization, a process in which an initial disorder
populace (called a swarm) arranges itself in coordination only
by local interaction between them and the learning experience
of their own members [49]. Self-organization in birds, fish,
insects, and herds is a natural behavior for searching for
food, hunting, etc. Application of PSO is- renewable energy
area [50], automation and control [51], medical [52] and
biological engineering [53], operation research [54], and so
forth. In a number of studies, the PSO algorithm has been
shown to be a successful optimization technique. A rela-
tively complete flowchart of the PSO algorithm is depicted in
Figure 5 [47],
Explaining the flowchart mathematically, for a swarm size

of n, in an M-dimensional space, the initial parameters are-
The position vector of particles (Yi),

(Yi) = (yi1, yi2, . . . yim, . . . yiM )

The velocity vector of particles (Vi),

(Vi) = (vi1, vi2, . . . vim, . . . viM )

The optimal position of each particle (Pi),

(Pi) = (pi1, pi2, ..pim, ..piM )

The optimal position of swarm (Pg),(
Pg

)
=

(
pg1, pg2, . . . pgm, . . . pgM

)
At each position of the particle, the objective function is eval-
uated and then the particle position and velocity are updated
by Equation 3 and Equation 4,

ymi,t+1 = ymi,t + vmi,t+1 (3)

vmi,t+1 = vmi,t+c1∗r1 ∗
(
pmi,t−y

m
i,t

)
+

(
c2 ∗ r2 −

(
pmg,t−y

m
i,t

))
(4)

Here, c1 = Cognitive parameters, c2 = Social parameters,
r1 and r2 are random numbers between 0 and 1. Subscript

FIGURE 5. Flowchart representation of particle swarm optimization (PSO)
algorithm.

‘t + 1’ shows the updated values and subscript ‘t’ shows the
current value. pmi and pmg are best-remembered individual’s
particle position and swarm position respectively.

C. CUCKOO SEARCH ALGORITHM (CSA)
Yang and Deb introduced the well-known optimization tech-
nique Cuckoo search (CS) in 2009 [55]. This metaheuris-
tic algorithm mimics the brood breeding strategy of several
species of cuckoo birds, together Lévy flight behavior of
some [56]. Some cuckoo species lays their eggs in other bird
nests at first. However, host birdsmay discover that these eggs
are not their own (with a probability of pa) and may either
destroy or abandon them [57]. This indicates that the number
of nests will decrease with each generation, thus it is believed
that the hosting bird that abandoned his nest would establish a
new nest in a different area therefore maintaining the number
of nests constant between generations and introducing varia-
tion to the CS algorithm via fresh nest location [58].

In CSA, the random walk is based on Lévy flight which
makes it most efficient from the perspective of performance
and speed. There are various research fields in which cuckoo
search algorithm has been implemented for optimization [59],
[60]. The flowchart for CSA is depicted in Figure 6.
Newly generated cuckoo (x t+1

i ) using Lévy flight is given
by,

x t+1
i = x ti + α ⊕ Lévy (λ) (5)

where, α is the step size which varies according to the prob-
lem andmostly α = 1. The symbol⊕ shows entry wise multi-
plication. The Lévy flight gives basically a randomwalk, with
the random step length selected from an Lévy distribution.
Equation 6 has infinite variance with an infinite mean.

Lévy ∼ u = t−λ (6)

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
To implement any optimization technique, the basic require-
ment is to select an objective function. The variable of the

12104 VOLUME 11, 2023



S. Gupta et al.: Metaheuristic Optimization Techniques Used in Controlling of an Active Magnetic Bearing System

FIGURE 6. Flowchart representation of cuckoo search algorithm (CSA).

objective function should have the ability to affect the closed-
loop performance. In this manuscript, the gains of a PID
controller (i.e., Proportional gain KP, Integral gain (KI ) and
Derivative gain (KD)) are considered as variables. By chang-
ing the values of these variables, the error signal (difference
between the reference signal and feedback signal) is tried
to be minimized with the help of objective functions. Such
that the closed loop’s performance is steady and exhibits the
fewest oscillations at its normal operating point.

e(t) = r(t) − y(t) (7)

e(t)=Error Signal, r(t) is reference signal and y(t) is feedback
signal.

Performance analysis is conducted using four objective
functions with the use of three optimization techniques, the
goal here is to reduce the error which is input to the controller.
These four objective functions are-

1. Integral of absolute error (IAE)- It integrates the square
of error over time.

IAE =

∫ T

0
|e(t)| dt (8)

2. Integral of squared error (ISE)- IAE integrates the absolute
error over time.

ISE =

∫ T

0
e2 (t) dt (9)

3. Integral of time multiplied absolute error (ITAE)- ITSE
integrates the square of the error multiplied with time over
time.

ITAE =

∫ T

0
t |e(t)| dt (10)

4. Integral of time multiplied squared error (ITSE)- ITAE
integrates the absolute error multiplied by the time over time.

ITSE =

∫ T

0
t.

(
e2(t)

)
dt (11)

The above objective functions are implemented in opti-
mization methods to calculate the gains values of the PID

FIGURE 7. Implementation of optimization techniques in the AMB system.

TABLE 2. Required initialization parameters for genetic algorithm.

controller as shown in Figure 7. These gains are then fed to
the PID controller to maintain the close loop stable, at the
equilibrium point of operation.

The proposed system is briefed in section II of this
manuscript. The linearized transfer function at the normalized
operating point (Equation 2) is implemented in a closed-loop
form with a PID controller as shown in Figure 7. The ref-
erence signal r(t) is a unit step signal which is compared
by the feedback signal c(t) (having numerical value) and
generates an error signal e(t). The objective functions chosen
in this paper are based on the error profile of the system.
The error signal value is then implemented in these objective
functions (IAE, ISE, ITAE, and ITSE), and using different
optimization techniques PID controller gains are calculated
(for the proposed AMB system at a nominal operating point).

A. IMPLEMENTATION OF GENETIC ALGORITHM (GA)
Several parameters must be defined during the GA initial-
ization procedure, and those parameters, along with their
assumed values for optimization, are listed in Table 2.
The gain parameters of the PID controller for the proposed

closed-loop system are computed using the parameters listed
in Table 2 by running the genetic algorithm separately for four
different objective functions. The optimized gain parameters
have been achieved and are shown in Table 3.
A transfer function is formed for each objective function

using the gain parameters value. Utilizing these controller
transfer functions with the AMB transfer function (Equation
2) in a closed loop and by applying a unit step signal (for a
duration of 0.15sec), its response on a proposed closed loop
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TABLE 3. PID gain parameters value optimized by GA technique.

FIGURE 8. (a) Unit step response of proposed closed-loop system
realized by enforcing GA, (b) Magnified for duration 0.006sec-0.026sec.

is observed as depicted in Figure 8(a). A tighter step response
plot with overshoot values over the time of 0.006sec-0.026sec
is depicted in Figure 8(b).

Transient state parameters and phase margin have been
evaluated and are presented in Table 4with the help of the step
response depicted in Figure 8. where, Ess is steady state error,
J is the final value of the objective function and P.M is phase

TABLE 4. Using GA technique -time domain analysis parameters, final
value of performance indies and phase margin values.

TABLE 5. Initialization parameters for PSO algorithm.

margin in degree, %MP is percentage peak overshoot, tr , tp,
ts are rise, peak, and settling times in seconds respectively.
Data of transient state parameters listed in Table 4 shows

that ITSE objective function has minimum value %Mp, tr and
tp of as compared to other objective functions. This results in
a faster and smoother control of the proposed system.

To analyze the stability of the proposed closed loop with
GA optimized PID controller, bode plot is obtained as
depicted in Figure 9 and Table 4 shows that ITSE objective
function has maximum value of phase margin which repre-
sents a wide control region for the system.

For further analysis, the root locus plot and Nyquist plot
are observed as shown in Figure 10. Depending upon the
open loop transfer function of the controller along with
the proposed system and feedback gain of position sen-
sor root locus plot is obtained for different objective func-
tions. The stability of the system is further verified with
the help of the Nyquist plot. Here, for all of the objective
functions, (−1,0) coordinate is encircled in anticlockwise
direction. Which confirms that the closed loop system is
stable.

The genetic algorithm with ITSE objective function shows
almost the fastest and smoothest step response for the pro-
posed system.

B. IMPLEMENTATION OF PARTICLE SWARM
OPTIMIZATION (PSO)
For three-dimensional space, the initial parameters required
for the execution of the PSO algorithm with their assumed
values are placed in Table 5.
The algorithm is executed using the flowchart shown

in Figure 5. After the completion gains the value
of the PID controller is obtained which is listed in
Table 6 in conjunction with the controller transfer
function.
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FIGURE 9. Bode plot with gain margin and phase margin values of (a) GA-IAE (b) GA-ISE (c) GA-ITAE and (d) GA-ITSE.

TABLE 6. PID gain parameters value optimized by PSO technique.

Similar to GA, here again to the proposed system a unit
step signal of 0.15sec duration is applied and step response is
realized as shown in Figure 11 with cramped step response of
duration 0.004sec-0.018sec.

Time domain analysis is carried out on the step response
and its parameters are calculated which are listed in Table 7.

For the above Table 7, it is realized that the ITSE objective
function has the least overshoot with the second-best rise

TABLE 7. Using PSO technique -time domain analysis parameters, final
value of performance indies, and phase margin.

time. Other than ITSE the peak overshoot of the remaining
objective function is almost the same but with ISE rise time is
minimum. From the phase margin value, it is clear that ITSE
shows the greatest stability region. The Bode plot for these
objective functions with the detailed value of gain margin and
phase margin is depicted in Figure 12.

For various objective functions, a root locus plot is created
based on the controller’s open loop transfer function and the
proposed system.
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FIGURE 10. Enforcing GA with objective functions- (a) root locus plot,
(b) Nyquist Plot.

TABLE 8. Initialization parameters of cuckoo search algorithm.

The system’s stability is validated using the Nyquist plot.
In this case, the (−1,0) coordinate is wrapped in an anticlock-
wise orientation for all objective functions. This validates the
closed-loop system’s stability. Both the root locus plot and
Nyquist plot is shown in Figure 13.

From the perspective of time domain analysis and phase
margin, it is evident that PSO-ITSE has a better and more
stable performance.

C. IMPLEMENTATION OF CUCKOO SEARCH ALGORITHM
(CSA)
The initialization of the cuckoo search algorithm requires a
few parameters, which are provided in Table 8.

FIGURE 11. (a) Unit step response of proposed closed-loop system
realized by enforcing PSO, (b) Magnified for duration 0.004 sec -
0.018 sec.

TABLE 9. PID gain parameters value optimized by CSA technique.

For PID controller the gain parameters i.e., KP,KI and KD
are calculated using flowchart of CSA shown in Figure 6 for
four different objective functions and the realized values are
shown in Table 9.
The PID controller transfer function from Table 9 is used in

a closed loop formwith the proposed system, and a step signal
of unit amplitude for 0.15sec is given as input to the system.
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FIGURE 12. Bode plot with gain margin and phase margin values of (a) PSO-IAE (b) PSO-ISE (c) PSO-ITAE and (d) PSO-ITSE.

This yields the suggested system’s step response, as shown
in Figure 14(a), and a closer step response with a duration of
0.005sec-0.022sec is also displayed in Figure 14(b).

The goal of charting step response is to acquire and
evaluate the time domain behavior of a closed loop sys-
tem with optimum PID controller gain settings. Table 10,
displays all of the transient state characteristics of the pro-
posed system, as well as the goal function value and phase
margin.

Table 10, shows that ITSE has the least overshoot with a
faster rising and settling time, followed by the ITAE objective
function. The performance of the IAE and ISE objective
functions is nearly identical, with a little variance in peak
overshoot and settling time. In this case, the phase margin
of the ISE objective function is greater than that of the other
objective functions. However, ITSE has still the best overall
performance. Figure 15 shows a bode plot with the value of
the gain margin and phase margin of the CSA algorithm with
all goal functions.

TABLE 10. Time domain analysis parameter, final value of objective
function and phase margin with CSA.

A root locus plot is generated for each goal function based
on the controller’s open loop transfer function and the pro-
posed system.

The Nyquist plot is used to assess the system’s stability.
For all objective functions, the (−1,0) coordinate is enclosed
in an anticlockwise direction. This confirms the stability of
the closed-loop system. Figure 16 shows both the root locus
plot and the Nyquist plot.

VOLUME 11, 2023 12109



S. Gupta et al.: Metaheuristic Optimization Techniques Used in Controlling of an Active Magnetic Bearing System

FIGURE 13. Enforcing PSO with objective functions- (a) root locus plot,
(b) Nyquist Plot.

Here, again among all of the objective functions ITSE
shows a better performance. Further in this paper, on the
basis of statistical information of algorithm, time domain
analysis, phase margin, and algorithm execution time, the
performance of these optimization strategies with various
objective functions is compared.

V. PERFORMANCE EVALUATION OF ALGORITHMS USING
VARIOUS OBJECTIVE FUNCTIONS FOR GA, PSO, AND CSA
For a fair comparison among these three optimization tech-
niques. All of the algorithms are executed for 100 number
of iterations for four different objective functions. Figure 17
shows how the value of the goal function varies with the
number of iterations. Minimum limit maximum limit of gain
parameters and major factor of algorithm (swarm size for
PSO, no. of host nests for CSA and population for GA) is
kept equal.

The calculated values of the objective function for all
objective functions in the CSA and GA algorithms reduce
as the number of iterations rises. In contrast, using the PSO

FIGURE 14. (a) Unit step response of proposed closed-loop system
realized by enforcing CSA, (b) Magnified for duration, 0.006 sec -
0.022 sec.

method, the objective function value drops for a period of
time until being saturated at the optimized value.

1) BASED ON INFORMATION FROM STATISTICAL ANALYSIS
The scientific method of statistical analysis enables us to
deepen our comprehension of data analysis and draw out per-
tinent information from readily available data. In this work,
the statistically performance of the algorithms is observed and
analyzed. Data of several statistical parameters- mean, stan-
dard deviation, and variance, are collected and displayed in
Table 11- Table 13. In addition, for 100 iterations, the objec-
tive function’s minimal highest, and the difference between
minimal and highest values are realized and recorded.

En bloc, data from Table 11-Table 13 are analyzed and a
comparison is observed as illustrated in Figure 18.

The main objective is to gain a complete understanding
of how statistical data parameters evolve over time. Here,
Mean - displays the objective function’s ultimate value, and
it is evident from Figure 18(a) that the IAE, followed by the
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FIGURE 15. Bode plot with gain margin and phase margin values of (a) CSA-IAE (b) CSA-ISE (c) CSA-ITAE and (d) CSA-ITSE.

ISE, offers the objective function’s greatest value. On the
other hand, ITSE enhances and drastically lowers the value of
the objective function. The second-best minimal value of the
objective function is provided by the ITAE objective function.

The amount of statistical dispersion of data points
analogous to its mean is defined as standard deviation. Math-
ematically, the standard deviation is the square root of vari-
ance. Both of these measures demonstrate variability in data
distribution. In this analysis, the standard deviation and vari-
ance data comparison plot is illustrated in Figure 18(b) and
Figure 18(c) respectively.

2) BASED ON INFORMATION COLLECTED FROM PHASE
MARGIN AND TRANSIENT STATE ANALYSIS
The proposed closed-loop system’s stabilization is the main
objective of this work to ensure smooth and effective bearing
functioning. Transient state analysis may be used to assess
how well the suggested closed loop functions and observa-
tions on stability can be made by looking at the phase margin

TABLE 11. Statistical analysis data of genetic algorithm.

of the system. The values of several transient state param-
eters, including peak overshoot, rising time, peak time, and
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FIGURE 16. Enforcing CSA with objective functions- (a) root locus plot,
(b) Nyquist Plot.

TABLE 12. Statistical analysis data of particle swarm optimization.

settling time, for the proposed system with various optimiza-
tion strategies are shown in Tables 4, Table 7, and Table 10.
A comparison is made using these transient state and phase
margin information, as shown in Figure 19.

TABLE 13. Statistical analysis data of cuckoo search algorithm.

TABLE 14. Algorithm execution time for 100 iterations.

For an AMB system, the required features for designing
a controller are less vibration, faster response, and a large
stability region. Here, in Figure 19(a) from the comparison
it is observable that CSA-ITSE has a minimum value of
peak overshoot followed by GA-ITSE and then CSA-ITAE.
The lesser the value of peak overshoot smaller will be the
yank at the nominal point of operation. Therefore, CSA-
ITSE will be the best choice among the other optimization
techniqueobjective function combinations.

In a closed loop response of the controller must be rapid.
This response comprises rise time, peak time, and ultimately
the observation is made on the value of settling time. Smaller
the value of settling time faster the response of the sys-
tem. It may observe from Figure 19(b), Figure 19(c), and
Figure 19(d) that PSO-ISE and GA-ITSE have a minimum
value of rising time followed by CSA-ITSE. PSO-ISE has
the smallest value of peak time and settling time. GA-IAE has
the second-best peak and settling time and CSA-ITSE has the
third-smallest peak and settling time.
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FIGURE 17. GA, PSO and CSA optimized objective function value (a) IAE, (b) ISE, (c) ITAE, and (d) ITSE, for 100 no. of iterations.

Apart from peak overshoot and speed of response, stabil-
ity is also a major factor from the perspective of controller
design. The larger the value of the phase margin denotes the
wider the stability region. From Figure 19(e) it is clear that
CSA-IAE and PSO-ITSE have a maximum value of phase
margin followed by CSA-ITSE and GA-ITSE.

3) BASED ON THE DURATION OF AN ALGORITHM’S
EXECUTION
Time taken by the algorithm to produce the desired outcome
depends on various factors like objective function, system
configuration, the complexity of the closed loop, no. of iter-
ations, etc. In this article, a performance comparison of opti-
mization techniques is carried out by assuming that all system
and environmental factors are identical.

Execution time for optimization techniques with respect
to the objective function for 100 no. of iteration is listed in
Table 14 and the corresponding plot is depicted in Figure 20.

Minimum algorithm execution time is taken by CSA
followed by GA and then PSO. Among the optimization

technique-objective function combination, CSA-IAE took
minimum time and then CSA-ITSE.

VI. CONCLUSION
The linearized transfer function of the proposed AMB sys-
tem is unstable, requiring the inclusion of a PID controller
in a closed loop for stable bearing operation. The gains of
the PID controller play an important role in making the
closed loop stable, and they may be computed using either
traditional methods or intelligent optimization approaches.
In this study, the gain values of the controller are estimated
utilizing three distinct optimization strategies (GA, PSO, and
CSA) with four different goal functions (IAE, ISE, ITAE,
and ITSE). Statistically, the performance of each optimization
technique with every objective function is obtained. Further,
time domain analysis and frequency response analysis of
the proposed closed loop is calculated. Later, the algorithm
execution time for 100 no of iterations is obtained. From
comparing these data, it is found that-

• The lowest value of the objective function is obtained by
ITSE and then ITAE objective function.
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FIGURE 18.AQ:5 Computation based on information of statistical analysis (for 100 no of iterations): (a) Mean, (b) Standard deviation, (c) Variance and
(d) Difference between highest and minimal value of objective function.
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FIGURE 19. Comparative inspection of time domain analysis data: (a) Peak overshoot (%), (b) Rise time (in
seconds), (c) Peak time (in seconds), (d) Settling time (in seconds) and (e) Phase Margin (in degree)).
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FIGURE 20. Algorithm execution time for 100 iterations.

• Parameters of time domain and frequency response anal-
ysis show that minimum peak overshoot is acquired by
ITSE whereas the fastest response time is shown by
PSO-ISE and then optimization techniques with ITSE
objective function.

• CSA-ISE, followed by CSA-ITSE, takes the shortest
amount of time to execute an algorithm.

The choice of optimization strategies and objective func-
tions in terms of their effectiveness and efficiency is well
illustrated by this comparative study analysis. An application
where better closed-loop response along with quick control-
ling is essential, ITSE objective function optimized by cuckoo
search algorithm will be a smart choice.

Although the metaheuristic optimization techniques are
capable to provide improved control of the active magnetic
bearing system as compared to conventional controlling
methods. But by considering other innovative Artificial
intelligence-based controlling strategies like deep neural
network-based model predictive control tactics, the overall
performance of the proposed system can be further improved
in real-time.

With the help of the observation made in this manuscript.
The effectiveness and applicability of GA, PSO, and CSA are
studied which can be further used in such complex systems
like electric vehicles (EVs), flywheel energy storage systems,
and many more.
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