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7 Responding to the Draft Master
Plan for the Dublin Docklands
Area with a commitment towards
fostering local employment
opportunities in the construction
industry;

3 Viewing the role of the
construction craftsperson in a
wider context than simply that of
new-build and maintenance work,
so as to embrace refurbishment,
conservation, environmental
protection, leisure, recreation and
cultural activities;

O Developing research and
consultancy expertise through
specialist centres such as the
Consultancy and Research Unit
for the Built Environment
(CRUBE), the Building
Information Centre (BIC) and the
Timber Technology Centre (TTC);

Again, the key to successfully

implementing these, and other
initiatives, will be the degree of
collaboration and support that can be
gained from the industry.

Buildings of the Future

Combining two earlier themes
regarding the forces of change and the
need for research, it is encumbent
upon academic and educational
institutions such as DIT to predict and
prepare for the future. What will the
buildings of the next millennium look
like, and the builders of them need to
know? Heeding the adage that we tend
to underestimate change in the long-
run and overstate it in the short, let
me suggest some trends that might
influence education and training for
the construction industry over the
next 20 to 25 years:

(7 Safety and security will
assiduously be sought in all
aspects of the property
development and management
processes;

7 Quality, service, satisfaction and
reliability will become the
watchwords of the construction
industry;

3 Accountability everywhere, and in
everything, will heighten;

Value engineering will become a
familiar concept throughout the
industry;

cCOVER SETFOLRL Y

O Different lifestyles and changing
expectations will lead to a switch
from mass market standards to
niche market differentiation;

(1 The provision of assisted,
sheltered and independent living
accommodation will burgeon;

7 With advances in building
technology, construction cost
reductions and a growing social
need to address homelessness,
affordable housing will become a
high priority, and an actuality;

prepare for the
future

(0 Commercial buildings will
become robust shells with
infinitely-changing interiors
capable of accommodating a
whole range of services and
facilities;

(1 Building specification will become
more environmentally conscious;
energy efficiency will be
demanded, and other green
priorities regarding materials,
waste, recycling, water economy
and similar resource-relate impacts
increasingly taken into account;

7 Health, education, technology,
sense of place and social
community will be the accepted
cornerstones of new urban
developments;

7 The quality of internal
environments will also be subject
to higher standards through the
enforcement of tighter health,
welfare and safety-at-work
legislation;

3 All buildings will become smarter,
and the degree of smartness will
be a critical factor in the
economic worth and thereby
market value of property;

{3 Prefrabication and customisation
will assume more importance in
the construction and development
processes;

Project management and facilities
management - which at heart are
about information, communication
and judgement - will be radically
altered so as to facilitate the flow of
the first two in a form to release the
energies and focus the attention of the
manager upon the third.

Conclusion
All the above predicates the need for
solid applied research; a sound,
constant and direct relationship
between the industry and educational
institutions; flexibility, innovation and
responsiveness in designing and
delivering relevant training
programmes; a clear understanding of
the time, cost and quality dimensions
of construction education; a high
profile with a credible image for the
building industry; and the general
integration of craft or trade-based
training within the broader
educational and professional frame-
work of the construction industry. In
other words, fundamental change!
The new School of Construction
within the Faculty of the Built
Environment at DIT, along with the
other Schools of the faculty such as,
Architecture, Real Estate and Environ-
mental Planning and Management
(and drawing on their particular
relationship with specialist centres
such as CRUBE, BIC and TTC) will
seek to establish a model capable of
attaining these goals. We look,
however, for help, ideas and
partnership from the industry we serve
in their attainment. i
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