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IRISH

Crunch
Year for
Bad Debts
A new development - allied
eady-established suicidal
pI Icing policies - 'is further
threatening the stability of the
indUStry.
It is one thing for

manufacturers/suppliers to
bow to pressure to drop
marginS in an effort to achieve
volume but, when such a
policy accompanies
inadequate credit control
mechanisms, it's a recipe for
disaster.
Yet, such a trend is now
emerging. Let's not pretend
that the industry ever

BUILDING

operated the perfect role
model in respect of credit
control but, up to very
recently, there was at least
some semblance of order.
However, a disturbing trend of
late is the offer of - and
unfortunately the
unauthorised taking ofextended credit terms. Such a
development at any time is
dangerous but, when allied to
"no-margin" pricing and a
recessionary marketplace, it's
a sure recipe for disaster.
All industry sectors should be
tightening up on credit, not
encouraging trade on the
"never never".
The foregoing scenario assists
unscrupulous operators (at all
levels in the trading chain)
who wish to take advantage of
the current situation. Having
abused the goodwill of
suppliers and traded into,

SERVICES

Toshiba -

NEWS

Made In Europe

The auto brazing line at the new Toshiba air conditioning
manufacturing facility. Gerry Phelan is just back from a factfinding visit. See page 22.

•

Heating Merchant Awards

rather than out of, trouble,
they then call an "unofficial"
creditors meeting and offer so
much in the pound in
settlement of debts owed. The
alternative to acceptance is
invariably nothing at all!
The sad reality is that such
situations can be avoided. All
it takes is sensible trading
policies and some inter-sector
industry cooperation.

Bite The Bullet...

Kingspan VehallDHE Heating Merchant of the Year Award winners. See page 2.

Published by ARROW@TU Dublin, 1992

Despite the discouraging
picture painted under "Crunch
Year For Bad Debts·, the other
more encouraging side of the
coin points to a growing
understanding and even level
of cooperation between some
industry sectors.
This is particularly true in the
domestic sector where
contractors, suppliers and
Bord Gais seem to have found
some common, albeit
somewhat unpalatable. ground.
See page 9.
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Cut down on potentially dangerous sharp edges
with Kingspan Veha high efficiency radiators.
Kingspan Veha rolled-top radiators are designed
to fit into any home. As the only part of a heating
system that will constantly be looked at well into the
next century, we appreciate the importance of
combining good looks with quality and safety.

A VOIDING

SHARP EDGES

Whether the radiator is required to complement
the clear lines of a modern home or enhance the
traditional features of a mature residence, our elegant
rolled-top radiators will blend in anywhere.
Add to this the fact that all radiators are fully
tested before they leave the factory - the kitemark
guarantees the quality of the product - and that they
have no sharp top edge to scratch or tear, it is hardly
surprising that more and more people wouldn't touch
anything else.

.
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VEHA LIMITED
https://arrow.tudublin.ie/bsn/vol31/iss3/1
Kingspan Veha Ltd. The Murrough Wicklow
DOI: 10.21427/D7399N
TcI: 0404 67278 Fax: 040467731

Ireland
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Readership Data
Irish Building Services News (formerly Irish
H&V News) is Ireland's only Building Services
magazine providing coverage of heating,
ventilating, air conditioning, refrigeration,
sanitaryware, plumbing, maintenance and
environmental industries. It is the only
publication catering exclusively for these
industries and its circulation includes
members of the following:Chartered Institution of Building Services
Engineers (CIBSE);
echanical Engineering & Building
Ices Contractors'
Association (MEBSCA); The Association of
Consulting Engineers of Ireland (ACEI); The
Mechanical Engineering Contractors'
Association;
The Institute of Domestic Heating Engineers
(IDHE);
The Registered Heating Contractors
Association; The Maintenance, Energy &
Environmental Technology Association
(MEETA) which incorporates energy
managers and maintenance managers;
The Energy Conservation & District Heating
Association; The Institute of Plumbing;
The Irish Home Builders Association (IHBA);
Builders MerchantslTrade Supply Outlets.
In addition, Irish Building Services News
circulates to independent building services
contractors and key executives in industry.
Government, Semi-State and local authority
bodies. Essentially, our circulation is virtually
saturation coverage of all those with an
interest and/or involvement in the industry.
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COMPETITION
RESULT
Michael's expression
certainly fits the bill! A
bottle of whiskey is on its
way to Brendan Stack of
BSS for his entry in last
month's "bubble"
competition. However, for
the REAL STORY, see
Plumblines.
BSNews, March 1992 1
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Kingspan VehallDHE Award Winners
The industry at large
turned out in force recently
for the presentation of the
Kingpsan Veha/IDHE
Heating Merchant of the
Year Award at a lavish
function in the Conrad
Hilton Hotel, Dublin.
The fact that the occasion
was "formal" rather than
casual added to the
enjoyment of the evening
with all those invited being
accompanied by their
partners.
While the purpose of the
evening centered on a
serious and very important
element of business, Jim
O'Reilly and his Kingspan
Veha colleagues carefully
stage-managed the event
so that speeches were kept
to a minimum.
The result was a relaxed
and very enjoyable social
occasion with
entertainment and dancing
well into the early hours of
the morning.
The Awards were
sponsored by Kingspan
Veha, in association with
the IDHE, the intention
being to reward heating
merchants who provide a
professional, efficient
service and to encourage
and motivate others

Premier Award - Joe Noone, IDHE Chairman with Brendan Murtagh,
Vice-Chairman, Kingspan Group plc; Bill Penrice, Development Officer,
IDHE; Jim O'Reilly, Sales Director, Kingspan Veha; and Des O'Rourke, P
H Ross.

Special Category Award - (Front Row): Brendan Murtagh, ViceChairman, Kingspan Group plc with Bill Penrice, IDHE Development
Officer; John Stack, Managing Director, Kingspan Veha; Gerry Byrne,
Director,Euro Heating & Plumbing; and Joe Noone, Chairman, IDHE.
(Back Row): Euro directors Ronnie Webb; Billy Danagher; and John
McNally with Kingspan Veha Sales Director Jim O'Reilly.

to do likewise.
This was the first year of
the Award but it
nonetheless attracted a

Regional Award - Brendan Murtagh, Vice-Chairman, Kingspan Group plc
with Bill Penrice, IDHE Development Officer; lan Johnston, J Johnston &
Sons; Joe Noone, IDHE Chairman; and Jim O'Reilly, Kingspan Veha
Sales Director.
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very large number of
entries. Another
encouraging aspect was
that these entries

represented virtually every
county in Ireland.
Merchants names were put
forward by way of
nominations from
contractors, the judging
criteria centereing on five
key areas. These were
Service; Product
Knowledge; Diversity of
Product Range; How
Accommodating with
Problems; and Ex-stock
Availability.
All entries went before an
adjudicating panel
comprising IDHE and
CIBSE representatives
the Editor of BSNews
acting as independent
watchdog and Jim O'Reilly
observing on behalf of
Kingspan Veha.
Given the number and
high calibre of the entries,
panel members had an
unenviable task in trying
to select an overall winner.
After much debate and
double-checking of the
scores, the follOwing
selection emerged.
Premier Award - P H
Ross, Dublin;
Regional Awards - (1)
Paddy Power, Waterfor
(2) J Johnston & Sons
Letterkenny
Special Category Award
- Euro Heating &
Plumbing, Dublin.

Regional Award - Brendan Murtagh, Vice-Chairman, Kingspan Group plc
presenting Paddy Power with his Award. Also in the picture is Bill
Penrice, Development Officer, IDHE; Jim O'Reilly, Sales Director,
Kingspan Veha; John Stack, Managing Director, Kingspan Veha; and
Joe Noone, Chairman, IDHE.
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CIBSE
NEWS
The two most recent
lectures in the CIBSE
programme took place
towards the latter end of
February and in the first
week of March.
The former was on
innovative air conditioning
systems and was delivered
by Peter Simmons while
the latter covered
alternative flueing
arrangements to gas-fired
·lers.
E AGM - The AGM
will be held in the
Engineers Club, Clyde
Road, Dublin 4 on 9 April
next. Tea and sandwiches
will be served at 6pm with
the proceedings scheduled
to commence at 6.30pm
sharp. All members are
urged to attend and to
participate.

Stainless
Steel
Capillary
Fittings

Innovative AlC - John Purcell with Peter Simmons and Ken Beattie.

For the most part since
then Lancashire remained
a specialist niche company
but, approximately two
years ago and in response
to growing demand,
management embarked on

Alternative flueing arrangements - Pat Curran (left) and Des
Prendergast (right) both from Euro Gas, with Michael Buckley, CIBSE
Chairman and Richard Parkhouse of Bridge Flue Systems Ltd.

=FULL GAS

HEATING AND COOLING
(no.l)

Lancashire Fittings Ltd
have appointed Euro Gas
Ltd as distributors
throughout Ireland for
their specialist range of
stainless steel capillary
fittings. This is very much
a specialist product and
was developed as such by
Lancashire when they first
commenced operations 21
years ago.

ROBUR HEATING: HOW TO KEEP HOT AIR DOWN
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ROBUR S.p.A. Zingonia, Bergamo ITALY.
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a major expansion drive
with the appointment of
European agents.
Pat Curran of Euro Gas
told BSNews that he views
this new distributorship as
something of a coup given
the quality and reputation
of Lancashire Fittings. It is
a high-technology private
company specialising in
the manufacture and

supply of stainless steel
tube and fittings.
Strict quality control
procedures govern the
entire production process,
all systems designed to
comply fully with BS5750
Part 2 and ISO 90002.
Right: Examples from the full
range of stainless steel capillary
I fittings now available from Euro

Contractors Take Over
Talbot Hotel
No, it's not some sort of protest meeting or
demonstration but in fact the Annual General Meeting
and Conference of the Registered Heating Contractors
Association (RHCA).
Based on the success of last year's inaugural event, the
RHCA is confident that this year's get together will
prove even more successful.
The format for the event is based on a weekend mixture
of business and social activity, commencing with the
golf competition on the Friday; a seminar on the
Saturday; a concurrent exhibition where suppliers will
display product and have personnel on hand to discuss
queries and problems; a banquet on the Saturday night
with a principal guest speaker, most probably a
politician; and the AGM and break up on the Sunday.
The theme for the weekend is "Management For
Survival" and specialist speakers have been lined up to
advice delegates as to how best to structure their
fmances and accounts systems to cope with the
extraordinary pressures being brought to bear on all
businesses because of the changing marketplace and
current economic climate.
Early booking is advised as indications are that places
will be restricted.
Details from Brendan Pluck at 01 - 331 172; or Dave
Harris at 01 - 335028.

--------e
G rafton
Group Plc
Resu Its
Grafton Group Plc has
armounced pre-tax proHts
of IR£3.55 million for the
year ended 31 December,
1991. Earnings per share
have fallen by 25% to
17.lp. A Hnal dividend of
3.75p is proposed, giving a
total for the year of 6.25p
compared with 6.0p last
year.
Turnover for the year
increased by 9% to IR£94.4
million.
The Group had to contend
with a weaker market for
construction products in
Ireland dUring 1991.
Chadwicks, the builders
merchanting business,

NATURAL
GAS CENTRE

https://arrow.tudublin.ie/bsn/vol31/iss3/1
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At the official opening of the
Dundrum Natural Gas Centre
were (L-R): Kevin Battams, Bord
Gais; Kieran Reynolds, Managing
Director, Dundrum Gas; Jimmy
Farrell, Bord Gais; Tom Kitt,
Minister of State and
ColemMcCabe, General Manager,
Bord Gais.

made an important,
though lower, contribution
to Group profits.
The Hrst Plumb Centre was
completed late in the year
with the opening of
"Bathroom Collection", one
of Dublin's largest
bathroom showrooms, in a
prime location in Stillorgan
Industrial Park.
Heatovent, the Dublinbased plumbing and
heating merchant acquired
dUring the year, has been
successfully integrated into
the Group.
r
Trading at the Group's
Woodies DIY stores in
Walkinstown, Sallynoggin
and Glasnevin in Dublin
and in Cork was below
budgeted levels and the
company recorded a loss
for the year. The
Walkinstown store suffered
from increased competition
which resulted in a
significant drop in sales.
The DIY operations are
under continuing review by
the Board and
management.
The Group's
manufactUring companies
performed well overall.
The Group's operations in
Northern Ireland and Great
Britain (Macnaughton Blair
6
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and Williams) recorded
trading profits similar to
1990.
Outlook - Although the
weather so far in 1992 has
been satisfactory for the
building industry, weakness
in most markets has
resulted in a performance
similar to last year. Most of
the Group's businesses have

strong positions in their
markets, positive cash flows
and are well placed to
benefit from any upturn in
their sectors. The general
economic outlook is not
bright but the Group
expects that it will benefit
from the investment and
acquisitions made in 1991

Heatmerchants Support
Irish-Made
As part of their ongoing policy of supporting lrish-

made products within their extensive portfolio,
Heatrnerchants are particularly proud of their
association with Sligo-based Ada-Co Manufacturtng
who produce the Falcon Fires range.
Ada-Co was set up three years ago by lan Conboy
whose family have widespread interests in the
building services supply sector going back many
years. lan worked for a time in the family business
before
identifying a
niche within
the
marketplace
for a highquality, lrishmade inset
fire.
Much pain
and effort
went into the
original
research,
design and
Irish-made Falcon inset fires from
test stage, the
Heatmerchants
prime aim
being to produce a fire that closed the gap between
realism and efficiency which at the same time could
compete effectively with already-established imported
product.
Using only the highest-quality components, an
excellent finish on all steel parts and strictlycontrolled manufacturing processes, Ada-Co
Manufacturing confidently submitted the fire to Eolas
and were rewarded with approval to all relevant
sections of IS285, Parts 1 & 2.
Since teaming up with Heatmerchants last year the
Falcon range has received widespread exposure and is
now beginning to capture a significant share of this
particular market.
6 BSNews, March 1992
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IDHE Pulls Them In!
If attendances at

educational seminars are
anything to go by, there is
an encouraging trend
within the domestic
contracting sector which
reflects a desire to learn
and become more
professional in all aspects
of the business.
This is most noticeable at
IDHE seminars/lectures,
the two most recent
examples being the talk by
Harry Rea of Datatherm
(he spoke on the new
Datatherm domestic
optimiser; full details in
our next issue); and the
combined presentation by
John Lane of Sentinel and
Gordon Barry and Denis
Walshe of Grundfos.
The former attracted an

attendance of over 60 with
as many as 75 present for
the latter. Moreover, the
level of questioning and
open forum debate which
followed both
presentations further
reflected this desire for
information.
This is a most encouraging
trend and is a pointer to
the efforts domestic
contractors in particular
are making to become
more professional. It also
reflects an
acknowledgement and
understanding of the
problems currently facing
the industry but, even
more importantly, a will on
the part of a great many to
tackle the situation head
on in a positive manner.

Gro~p pictured at the IDHElDatatherm presentation by Harry Rea in the
Engineers Club last month.

ABB Appointments
ABB's Environment Control Division has made two new
appointments. Frank Myles(far left) has been appointed
Service
Manager
while Stig
Lindberg
(left) has
joined the
company
from Flakt
in Malmo.
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Cheque
Guarantee
Service

himself/herself but at the
same time does not want to
lose a sale or a contract.
Consequently. many
traders are now using a
cheque guarantee service
whereby cheques over the
limit are guaranteed in
return for a charge. which
amounts to some 1% of the
transaction. The largest
cheque guarantee company
in Europe, Transax, which
has offices in this country,
reports an increase both in
queries and in those
deciding to take up the
service.
Under Transax all the
trader has to do on receipt
of a cheque above the limit
is call a freefone number.
Within an average of 40
seconds the cheque is
cleared for acceptance with
the guarantee company
paying the trader should
the cheque bounce.

People in business
inevitably take risks in
accepting cheques. This
risk is heightened by the
current economic
environment with
customers expecting
suppliers to be more
flexible if anything about
accepting cheques.
Cheques are one of the
t-used methods of
p yment in the trade and
many of those presented
are well over the £100
bank guarantee limit. In
many cases the customer
may be known and there is
no problem but, if a
cheque is refused, it can be
embarrassing. The trader
has to protect

Cover for Enegy-Saving

Pictured above is one of the Iso-Covers from AI Covers which are
designed for energy-efficienty insulation. Each cover slips simply over
the valve and is fastened with velcro tabs which makes it quick and easy
to remove for maintenance purposes. Each jacket is tailored to suit the
equipment they are designed to insulate so that a perfect fit is
guaranteed. AI Covers' Managing Director says that insulating valves can
save considerable amounts of energy and, when a company surveyor
visits a site to assess requirements, a full analysis is provided to the
customer, including details of full pay-back expectations.

The FIexifIame range of commercial boilers, from Chaffoteaux, one of Europe's
biggest manufacturers of gas heating appliances,
is now available through Euro Gas, the sole distributor for Southern Ireland.

_._----I
~

.... The FlexifIame 140 is the
highest output wall hung
boiler currently available
and can be range rated from
20.5kW to 140kW. An open
fIued boiler it is perfect for
both small commercial use
eg: offices and shops and
also
large
domestic
installations. Its exclusively
fast rate of hot water
production also makes it
perfect for laundrettes,
smaller hotels and domestic
swimming pools

.... The Flexiflame 280
(28kW) and the 420 (42kW)
models are floor standing
appliances that work on the
modular principle. This
simply means that the
copper heat exchangers fire
sequentiaIly to meet the
demands of the system. As a
result they are particularly
suitable for applications
where demand for hot water
peaks at certain times of day.

For installations where the heating requirement is greater than the output of a single boiler all FlexifIame
appliances can be installed in multiples with no limit on system output.

a

E:URO
.

GAS LTD.

1 Duncairn Place. Bray. Co. Wicklow.
Tel: 01-286 8244. 01-282 5772. 01-282 5750. Fax: 01-286 1729
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Myson Zone Valve to
Double Turnover
Myson Ireland expects
sales of its new electronic
zone valve (to be formally
launched next month) to
double the company's
turnover over the next four
to five years.

to a likely 50% share of the
Irish market within the
next 12 to 18 months with
the initial target for the
UK market being in the
region of a15% market
share.

This is a highly-innovative
product and is the result of
substantial investment by
Myson at its Newcastlewest
manufacturing plant. As
such it is a wholly-Irish
conceived. designed and
manufactured product
which is set to take both
the home and export
markets by storm.

Such market share figures
are perhaps even more
significant still when
viewed in the context of
monetary values. The Irish
marketplace is worth
approximately £1.2 million
while the UK market is
currently worth in the
region of St21 million.

Managing Director Sean
Hanratty is very excited
about the prospects for the
product. indications even
at this early stage pointing

I

Obviously, Myson has also
targeted other export
markets but the early
thrust will be towards the
UK.

The development of the

The highly innovative
electronic zone valve from
Myson.

Myson 2- and 3-port
electronic zone valve
(22mm and 28mm sizes) is
the culmination of a
project stretching back
over two and a half years.
Brendan Hogan - who has
an MA in engineering and
also an MBA to his credit
- was employed
specifically to develop this
product.
It is perhaps the biggest,

single investment by the
company in anyone
particular venture,

representing as it does over
£300,000 in research and
development costs and a
further £200,000 in capital
expenditure.
However, Sean Hanratt)\
told BSNews that the
result is an exceptional
product, incorporating as it
does a host of innovative
and advanced features,
such as, for instance, the
electronic neon indicating
light which shows the
mode of operation at any
given time.

.....-

-, .
. - ..._----~

Falcon Gas Fires
Few things In life are as
pleasurable as an open fire, glowing
warmly - even fewer things ciffer as
much pleasure as an open fire, without all the fuss of lighting and

.FiiiJ~~~"
-_._.". . ." . .--__
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Technically Brilliant

'-The Falcon Heatbox
... offers a breakthrough
D.F.E. Gas Fires. Ordinary fires
allow a large proportion of heat to
rise unabated up your chimney but not the 'Falcon Heatbox'. It
directs escaping heat back into your
room. So you get more heat for the
same gas consumption and all
without losing on the realism.

cleaning.
Falcon Fires are one <if those few
things - offering the realism and
feel <if a coal fire and all at the touch
of a button.

Technically Brilliant

Real Gas Fuel Effect Fires

IRELAND'S NUMBER ONE, GAS FUEL EFFECT FIRE

https://arrow.tudublin.ie/bsn/vol31/iss3/1
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DUBLIN
3. Kylem".. Pari< Nlh.
KyIemore Rd. Ooblln 10
lel 01-6231248
Fat 01·6231253

CORK
5. Pe<Yose Quay. CoO<
lel 021-506944
Feu 021·506191

ATHLONE
Oee<parl< Rd. Athlone.

Co Westmeath
lel 0902-92755
Fax 0902-92027

LIMERICK

KILKENNY

Roxboto. lllTlenck
lel 061-31120617/8
Fax 061-43708

Industnal Estate,
Hebton Rd. KIlkenny
Tet 056-62244

Fa. 056-63232

SLIGO
Quay SI. S"90

WATERfORD

lel 071-62133

WaterlordCrty

Fax 071·69730

Park Rd
Tel05I77~

Fu051·72984
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I registration and EUPL certification.

Bite The Bullet
and Survive
hile relevant to all industry
sectors, there is no doubt but
that the sentiments contained in our
heading are especially applicable to
domestic contracting. As far as the
boom time of new installations and
changeovers goes, the reality is
that the bubble has well and truly
burstThat is not to suggest the
imminent demise of domestic
contracting... far from it in fact.
Domestic contracting has a secure
future.
However, that future entails a return
to the normal levels of trading one
would expect for any ongoing,
healthy, business sector. Whether
those involved care to accept it or
not - and the signs are that the
more professional companies do

W

natural gas boom. In other industry
sectors people would consider
themselves fortunate to have
enjoyed one such trading period in
their professional lives, let alone
three!
Of course that does nothing to
solve the problems of contractors
who had geared themselves up to
satisfy the vast level of enquiries
and subsequent installations which
ensued.
Hence also the emergence of a 90
plus strong "approved" panel of
contractors and perhaps twice as
many unauthorised firms.But now
that the workload has been reduced
to "normal" levels the industry is
faced with a major dilemma. There

, , It is now the era of the hard sell when it comes to domestic gas
installations. The easy sell of the last couple of years is long
gone. Implicit in this scenario is an over-supply of
installers/contractors relative to the potential business to hand.
accept it - the heady days of
550/600 installations per week are
a thing of the past. Figures in the
region of 250 to 300 will be the
norm in the future. .
And make not mistake about it.
Such figures represent a healthy,
secure trading environment.
The situation that prevailed over the
last few years was totally unnatural
in respect of normal day-to-day
trading. It was a boom period, a
once-off. The domestic contracting
sector had seen something akin to
it twice before over the last few
decades. First there was the oil
boom and then the solid fuel boom.
There are even contractors about
who were lucky enough to have
experienced both before the icing
on the cake came in the form of the
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simply is not enough work to justify
such a large pool of contractors, nor
is there likely to be in the future.
Domestic contracting specialists will
have to reorganise and restructure
their companies accordingly. There
is no point in pointing the finger at
Bord Gais and expecting them to
generate the same levels of
business which have been enjoyed
up to relatively recently. It is not
their responsibility.
However, where Bord Gais does
have a role to play is in ensuring
that only professionally-run,
competent installers get what work
there is going. There is no point in
legitimate, bona fide contractors
cutting their staff levels to suit
today's trading environment if the
people they let go set up in
competition without proper tax

There is a very real danger that a
"cowboy" element will be reI introduced into the industry. Those
who set up in business and comply
with all relevant company and legal
requirements should not be
I prevented from trading but, those
who do not comply with such basic
I fundamentals, should not be in a
position to avail of the special
promotional offers run by Bord
Gais.

I

There are signs that such a policy

I will be enforced with regard to the

latest "offers" being promoted.
There are six in all, ranging from a
single gas fire installation through to
a full central heating system with
guaranteed temperatures. What all
six have in common is that they are,
as far as BSNews can determine,
subsidised in part by Bord Gais, the
contractors and suppliers.
These "offers" will be further
enhanced by a team of
approximately 25 canvassers
whose primary aim is to knock on
doors promoting them and trying to
get a foot in the door for individual
contractors who might well be in a
position to "sell up" to the customer.
Either way, it is now the era of the
hard sell when it comes to domestic
gas installations. The easy sell of
the last couple of years is long
gone. Implicit in this scenario is an
over-supply of installers/contractors
relative to the potential business to
hand.
Even prior to the present
curtailment as much as 80% of the
business went to a select band of
say the top 20 or so installers. For a
time the remaining 20% was
sufficient to satisfy all the others.
Now there is such a fall-off that
even the top 20 firms will have to
trim their operations substantially to
survive.
It is an unpalatable truth but, if
common sense as well as sound
business sense is to prevail, then a
great many contractors/installers
will simply have to bite the bullet
and make significant cut-backs or
perhaps even cease trading
altogether.
BSNews. March 1992 9
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REFRI~ERATIC>N

Beer
Safer
Than
Milk
What temperatures should
food be kept at ...... what
legislation is there? Who
enforces it? Declan
Fitzmaurice of Thermo-Logic
Ltd, Refrigeration

Consultants, takes a long
look at some of the
legislation and organisations
relating to food temperature
in Ireland, and casts an eye
over to the UK where new
regulations have just been
introduced.
rrmngs have certainly changed since
1 the 16th and 17th centuries when
it was actually safer to drink beer than
milk. This was because the hops used
in beer were good anti-microbial agents
and milk had no such protection
against spoilage. Fortunately, however,
with the development of pasteurisation
and refrigeration, this is not the case
any more.
But what temperature should milk and
other foodstuffs be kept at? And what
legislation is there in Ireland in the
area of food temperatures?
In 1947, the Health Act was brought
into law, and this enabled the then
Minister for Health to introduce the
Food Hygiene Regulations in 1950.
These were amended in 1971, and
again in 1989. These three documents
collectively are known as the Food
Hygiene Regulations 1950 to 1989 and
constitute the main set of legislation on
food quality in Ireland.
The Regulations are very outdated,
however, and they make very limited
reference to food temperatures.
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Article 25 relates to a food premises
and minus 17 deg. C for ice cream.
(supermarkets, restaurants, etc);
This has allowed the interpretation of a
Article 26 relates to food stalls, (chip
"cool place" under the 1950
vans, hot dog stands, etc); and Article
Regulations for food stalls and food
27 relates to other food businesses.
premises as 3 deg. C, minus 12 deg.C
The requirement here is that "food or
and minus 17 deg.C, according to the
food material which would be adversely
nature of the food.
affected by heat shall be kept in a cool
The 3 deg.C requirement can be
place".
difficult to achieve, especially in tall
A food premises would include any
display cabinets in supermarkets.
place where food is manufactured or
The Health Boards have the
prepared, or "imported, stored,
responsibility for enforcing the Food
distributed, exposed for sale or sold
Hygiene Regulations. The Eastern
except in impermeable containers".
Health Board employs 75
This term "cool place" is not defined in
environmental health officers, some of
the regulations, and is unfortunately
whom work on an agency basis for
open to various interpretations.
Dublin Corporation and other Local
Article 49 relates to ice cream that is
Authorities.
manufactured using a liquid mixture
The Environmental Health Officers
and the general requirement is that the Association regularly holds seminars
ice cream mixture is kept at a
on the interpretation of the regulations
temperature not exceeding 45 deg F.
and makes recommendations on
(7.2 deg. Cl. Article 51 goes a little
foreign standards that should be
further, with the requirement that
adopted here.
"Frequent recordings of temperatures
Teagasc is the Irish Agriculture and
shall be taken by the proprietor in
Food Development Authority, a semiconnection with the manufacture,
state body separate from any
preparation, and storage of ice cream"
govemmentdepartment, and it
Two notable changes concerning
provides a complete research, training,
temperatures were made in the 1989
advisory and educational service to
amendment.
industry.
A division of Teagasc is the National
The first (an addition to Article 26)
Food Centre in Castleknock, Dublin
requires food stall holders to ensure
(Tel: 01-383222) where considerable
that meat and meat products (other
chill and frozen food research and
than fish and fish products), milk and
monitoring is carried out. They operate
milk products, and all other foods and
a Tempwatch programme, by which
food material susceptible to rapid
they will - if requested - monitor and
bacterial growth are kept at a
record air and food temperatures in
temperature of 3 deg.C or less except
supermarkets, cold stores, or goods in
when heated or cooked for sale as hot
transit, nationally or internationally.
food.
The Irish Quality Association is a
The second Change, (a substitution for
voluntary non-profit organisation
Article 28) introduced temperature
which encourages standards of
restrictions to food vehicles and the
transport of food. The requirement here excellence in quality control and
hygiene and awards the QUality M
is that "meat, meat products (other
and Hygiene Mark to establishments
than fish and fish products) chilled
which meet the high standards
food, chilled food materials, ice cream
reqUired. The IQA uses standards such
and all foods susceptible to rapid
as ISO 9000, Department of
bacterial growth are transported at an
Agriculture guidelines, and recently,
internal temperature of:US Department of Health gUidelines
- not more than 7 deg. C in the case
relating
to pre-cooked chilled foods.
of meat in carcasses, half carcasses, or
The standards for the Hygiene Mark
quarters:
are considerably higher than the legal
- not more than minus 17 deg.C in
requirements and only 180 firms hold
the case of ice cream;
the Hygiene Mark at the moment. (Only
- not more than 3 deg. C in the case
one Hotel in Ireland holds the Hygiene
of all other such foods, food products
Mark, Kelly's Strand Hotel, Roslare, Co
or materials.
Wexford). The Department of
This only applies to food transported
Agriculture enforces special regulations
nationally, as international transport of for the meat and dairy industry, using
food is regulated by the International
such legislation as the Abbatoire Act
Carriage of Perishable Foodstuffs Act,
(1988), .through vetinary inspectors in
1987.
each local authority, while the
While the 1950 regulations speCified
Department of Industry and Commerce
only a "cool place" the 1989
plays a roll in regulating food labelling
amendment specified temperatures
and pricing policy.
dUring transport of 3 deg. C for chilled
Other legislation would have come in
foods, minus 12 deg. C for frozen foods, the form of EC Directives, such as the

12

EC Directive on QuIck Frozen
Foodstuffs. The required temperature
for quick-frozen foodstuffs is rrtinus 18
deg. C, but a derogation of 6 deg.C for
up to five years has been allowed.
The Health (Official Control of Food)
Regulations were introduced on 31
December, 1991 under and EC
Directive. These regulations place
specific responsibilities on the
appropriate inspection authorities (in
Ireland's case, the Health Boards) for
monitoring, policing and enforcing the
legislation.
Sadly, there are no codes of practice or
gUidelines available from any
Government department on food
temperatures. The National Standards
Authority of Ireland (NSAl) based in
Eolas, is about to publish a ·Code of
Practice for Chilled and Frozen Food".
Tills document is intended to be used
as a gUideline for food related
industries on the requirements of
temperature control of food, from
manufacturer to consumer. When
available, tills document will be very
welcome indeed. It should certainly be
available before the end of the year and
will become an Irish Standard.

UK Legislation
1990 saw the introduction of the UK
Food Safety Act and the Food Hygiene
(Amendment) Regulations by the
Department of Health. Certain sections

of
etthe
al.:Regulations
BS News come into force on 1
April 1991, with the remainder due to
be introduced in April 1992 and April
1993.
The requirements of the regulations
have caused more than a stir in the
commercial refrigeration sector and
something of a boom in the refrigerated
transport sector.
The legislation shUts the onus into the
food industry to ensure correctlymanaged temperature control and use
of accurate measuring equipment. In
addition, it suggests that chilled food
companies check with refrigeration
eqUipment suppliers that the correct
temperatures are being observed. They
in turn should advise customers and
users.
Tills cross-referal approach adopted by
the Government is aimed at ensuring
that there is greater control along the
cold chain, so that no element ducks
the issue.
Food manufacturers, wholesalers, and
retailers face prosecution if specified
foods are not maintained below the
required temperatures of 5 deg.C and 8
deg. C.
The Regulations are very specific, not
only in the types of food and the
temperatures at willch they should be
kept, but also in the methods of
measuring and monitoring
temperatures, and no doubt they will
have a considerable influence on the

proposed new Irish Food Hygiene
Regulations, currently under draft.
The Food Safety Act 1990, (Stg.£7); the
Food Hygiene (Amendment)
Regulations 1990 (Stg.£2); and the
Guidelines on the Food Hygiene
(Amendment) Regulations 1990
(Stg.£4.25), are available from HMSO
London (Tel:03-071-8730011).
The eqUivalent documents for Northern
Ireland would be the Food Safety Order
1991 IStg.£6.15); the Food Hygiene
Amendment Regulations 1990
(Stg.£2.30); and Guidelines on the
General Amendment Regulations 1990
IStg.£4.25), available from HMSO
Belfast, (Tel: 08-0232-238451).
The Irish Regulations and Acts are
available from Government
Publications Sale Office, Molesworth
Street, Dublin 2. Tel: 01-7122411.
Further Publication:
Department of Health, Food Section,
Hawkins House, Poolbeg Street. Dublin 2.
Tel:01-714711:
Eastern Health Board. Environmental
Health Section. Capel Street, Dublin 1.
Tel:01-727666:
Teagasc, Sandymount Avenue, Dublin 4.
Tel-01-688188:
lrish Quality Association. Menion Hall.
Strand Road. Dublin 4.
Tel: 01-2695255:
National Standards Authority of Ireland.
Eolas. Glasnevln. Dublin 9. Tel: 01370101.

RSL (Ireland) Ltd.
_________e

_

Ireland·s Leading Stockists
and Distributors o' Refrigeration
and Air Conditioning Equipment
_ _ _- - - - - - e - - - - - - -_ _

.Rm Cork Tel: 021-317221.
5l::

Fax: 021-31 7222.
Dublin Tel: 01-508011. Fax: 01-559592.
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MANOTHERM
EXPLOSION-PROOF
PRESSURE SWITCH

PRODUCTS

Series H-3 explosion-proof
differential switches are now
CENELEC certified in addition to
existing UL and CSA approvals.
CENELEC hazardous location
rating is EExd IIC T6 (t ambo = 75
deg. C.) and NEC (UUCSA)
categories are C1. 1, Groups B,C
&D; C1.1I, Groups E,F & G.
Switches are also weather-proof
to NEMA 4, CENELEC IP 56 or
NEMA 3, CENELEC IP 54 (with
optional drain).

assembled and tested unit,
Superchiller offers long-and
short-term savings.

(CENELEC) simplify electrical
connections.
Details from Manotherm Ltd, 4
Walkinstown Road, Dublin 12.
Tel: 01-522355/522229.

Additional Advantages
.- Multiple direct driven fans
operate at low velocity to ensure
noise attenuation. For higher
efficiency and further sound
reduction during mechanical
cooling, an optional stepless fan
speed control is available;

VENT-AXIA 1992
PRODUCT
CATALOGUE
Vent-Axia Ventilation has
published its new, full-colour
1992 product range catalogue.

-- All units are continuously
tested during production. This
includes dynamic testing with
glycol moisture before packaging.

It is colour-coded for easy
reference, and includes
information covering VentAxia's extensive range of
ventilation, heating, cooling and
hygiene products.
Also included in the range are
architectural grilles and louvres;
brass ceiling fans; fire blocks and
dampers; flexible and spiral
ducting and accessories;
corrugated soaker flanges; vent
cowls and weathering aprons;
condensation traps; and a large
range of automatic sensors.

-- For ease of maintenance, the
unit's front doors allow access to
compressors, condensers and
other components. Rear doors
permit access to unit's mixture
circuit, including the circuit's three
way valve and safety devices.
-- For special application a
silenced version with reduced air
flow and specially-housed pumps
is available.
Details from DC Compute Air Ltd,
DCCA House, Baldoyle Industrial
Estate, Dublin 13. Tel:01392366/392101; Fax: 01-392343.

For a free copy and more details
contact Sales Department, VentAxia Ventilation atTel: 504133; or
Fax: 504570.

AFF AIR HANDLING
A new, high-specification air
handling unit has been introduced
under the AAF brand. It features
50 mm panels for high thermal
and acoustic performance, an
rigid, composite framework for
high strength.
Both the panel and frames have
built-in thermal breaks to
eliminate cold bridges.

THE SUPERCHILLER

Dwyer explosion-proof differential
pressure switch from Manotherm.

All four models are fieldadjustable with operating ranges
from 10-180" wc up to 10-200
PSID and a choice of SPDT or
DPDT contacts. For dry circuit
applications, gold contacts are
available.
Wetted materials can be tailored
to specific compatibility needs
with combinations of
aluminium/nitrile, 316 stainless
steel/viton. For installation
convenience both internal and
external ground screws are
provided and either 18" x 18
gauge wire leads (UUCSA) or
internal terminal blocks
https://arrow.tudublin.ie/bsn/vol31/iss3/1
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Superchiller is a compact,
packaged water chiller with
superior freecooling capabilities,
suitable for most installations
needing a year round supply of
chilled water. Superchiller
satisfies the chill requirements of
telecommunication facilities,
computer rooms and many
industrial processes.

Particular attention has been paid
to sealing to minimise air leakage
and to provide a smooth interior
for ease of cleaning.
Details from AAF-Ltd, 36 Mallusk
Road, Newtonabbey, Co Antrim,
BT36 8PP. Tel: 0232-842229;
Fax: 0232-841119.

It combines three distinct
systems:
-- Mechanical refrigeration
systems with two independent
air-cooled refrigeration circuits;
-- Freecooling water/glycol
circuits;

SOFTWARE FOR
BUILDING SERVICES

-- Mixture temperature control
system for automatic changeover between mechanical cooling
and freecooling.
Grouped in a compact, factory-

I

This BSRIA Selection Guide
gives information on 369 software
packages for building services.

14
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Software suppliers are listed
alphabetically with contact
names, addresses and telephone
numbers. Programmes are
described under 28 different
headings so individual
requirements are readily
pinpointed with the help of the
subject index.

PRODUCTS

Presented in A5 format, this new
selection guide is priced at
Stg.£25 and can be ordered fro.m

BSRIA Publication Sales, The
Building Services Research and
Information Association, Old
Bracknell Lane West, Bracknell,
Berkshire, RG12 7AH.
Tel: 03-0344-426511; Fax:030344-487575.

GLOW-WORM
REVIVAL
The Revival is a news BBU

firefront which combines
controllable gas central heating
with the consumer appeal of turn
of the century styling.
The ornate styling of the Revival's
firefront has been developed from
an original Victorian design which
was sourced from the foundry
archives of Parkray. In the
manufacture of the Revival,
Glow-Worm is combining
traditional hand crafting skills with
state of the art
casting techniques.
The Revival is
supplied in a choice
of two BBU heat
outputs - 44,000
Btu/hr and 52, 000
Btu/hr and will be
available from April.
Details from C&F
Ltd, Chapelizod
Industrial Estate,
Chapelizod, Dublin
20.
Tel: 01-6264917;
Fax: 01-6263251.

BSRIA's Software Guide
for bUilding services.

The
G
Lancashire
SystemAre you over-specifying
Approved to B.S. 5750
part-4 ISO 9002

Q5481

Stainless Steel Pipework?
Thin-walled stainless tube to BS4127 with Lancashire fittings is
an economical alternative to heavier scheduled pipe for water
and many light process lines from 6mm to 54mm OD sizes.
Working pressure from 330 Bar (6mm) to 77 Bar (54mm).
Tubes, capillary and compression fittings stocked in 304 and
316 grades. Suitable for Welding, Soft Soldering, Silver
Soldering and Adhesive Bonding.

*
*

*

*
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E:URO GAS LTD.
1 Duncairn Place, Bray, Co. Wicklow.
Tel: 286 8244/282 5772. Fax: 286 1729.
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Employers Advice Line
Oavld GBnnon hIIs over 20 y"'"
experience In desllng with employee
relations
lIIIIttMs.
Those

yesrsof
experience

were
gained In
the
Federated
Union of
Employers
(Byesrs);
C/erys(2
yesrs);and
Swltzer Group (11 yesrs). He Is now
operating as an Independent personnel
consultllnt In all at8BS of business. He Is
also a serving member of the Employment
Appeals Tribunal.

FRINGE
BENEFITS
ith all the political and
other newsworthy
matters of the past
two months, the Budget
headlines are well forgotten at
this stage. As the 5 April
approaches, however, the
significance of some of the
issues has begun to dawn on
the owners and senior
managers of many hardpressed businesses. This is
particularly so in the case of
fringe benefits which have
attracted particular attention
from the Minister of Finance
on this occasion.
It can be argued that benefits
are benefits - fringe or
otherwise - and, as such, are
fair game for the Minister when
he is looking for additional
revenue. However, equity and
logic demand that certain
"fringe benefits" should not be
included in such a sweeping
generalised view.
o Company Car - It is difficult
to understand the equity in the
Minister's decision to increase
the benefit-in-kind valuation

W

arising from the use of the
company car. Increasing the BIK
by 50% and reducing the
mileage allowance can not be
considered equitable for anyone
who is required to use a
company car for the legimitate
and necessary needs of the
business. The severity of this tax
change will force both companies
and company car users to
examine the cost and tax
efficiency of a mileage allowance
as compared to the provision of
the company car.
In many situations, where there
is modestly high mileage
involved, it will be found that
there are significant mutual
benefits - which are not
considered as benefits in kind in a change to mileage
allowance. Should there be a
major movement in this direction
the Revenue will be the loser!

o

Employee Share Ownership
Schemes - Equally difficult to
understand is the Minister's
decision to abolish the reliefs in
respect of employee share
ownership schemes. Since 1982
it has been possible to set up
profit sharing schemes, subject
to Revenue approval, which
allowed shares up to £5000 in
value to be given tax-free to
employees annually. Such
schemes as these have been
looked on with great favour by
employers and employees alike
since their reintroduction.
Both sides of industry have
considered these share schemes
as a contribution to greater
employee participation in
industry. Indeed, they are viewed
in this way in many more
successful economies than our
own. The removal of this benefit
can be but of small benefit to the
Revenue but will be major
setback to good and progressive
employee relations.
Share option schemes have
been allowed since 1986. While
the capital gains tax was payable
when the shares were sold, the
increase in share value between
option price and the value at date
of purchase was not subject to
income tax. The halving of the

exemption for capital gains tax
has also reduced the
attractiveness to invest in shares.
Share option schemes are widely
recognised as an effective
means of motivating senior
executives. Removal of this
benefit is contrary to trends in
other countries and must
certainly be viewed as a
retrograde step.

o

Employers Tax On Fringe
Benefit - The Minister has
given notice of his intention to
introduce a new form of tax next
year. Company cars and
preferential loans will be
excluded from this new tax.
However, all other fringe benefits
provided by businesses to their
employees, pensioners and
directors will attract a tax at the
top rate of income tax. Not alone
will the top rate of income tax be
used in the calculations, but the
tax will not be allowed as a
deduction in the calculation of
the employer's profits for tax
purposes - a double penalty.
This proposal will have serious
consequences for costs and
employee relations unless the
range of fringe benefits is
minimal. However, there is no
reason to expect such an
approach from the Minister,
given his Budget performance.
The Minister indicated in his
Budget speech that the 1-year
delay would give employers who
did not wish to pay this new tax
an opportunity to avoid doing so
by arranging to pay their
employees entirely in cash which
would then be subject to PAYE
and PRSI in the normal way.
True, but easier said than done.
This cannot be considered until
the list of benefits is made known
or, more importantly, where will it
end. The Minister, as a matter of
some urgency, needs to clarify
what his definition of fringe
benefit will be. If the definition
includes company-wide benefits
such as canteens,
uniforms/business clothing,
discount facilities, to mention but
a few, then we have a serious
problem ahead.
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ambiance... a whole feeling, not
merely the basic utilities to
perform the fundamental
requirements.

PRODUCT REVIEW

BATHROOM
FITTINGS

Not Just
Fixtures and
Fittings...
B

athroom industry comes of
age...that would appear to be
the emerging message from
manufacturers, suppliers and
installers alike. This development
is most visibly personified by the
number of new, high-quality
bathroom showrooms opened
throughout the country over the
last 12 months in particular.

The bathroom has been elevated
to a new level of importance, it's
status now rivalling that of the
other key rooms in the house
such as the kitchen and bedroom.
The result is a growing market
segment, despite the current
overall downturn. The industry
has succeeded in creating an
aura of excitement about the
bathroom which should now be
exploited to the full.
Unfortunately, it is very difficult to
quantify the value of the
marketplace in monetary terms.
Indeed, it is very difficult to even
say with any certainty any more
what constitutes bathroom fittings
and fixtures.
Thankfully, this is principally
because so many new areas now
come under the gamut of
"bathroom fittings and
accessories". This is very
apparent when visiting any
modern showroom where mirrors
and other such "peripherals" are
now definitely presented as an
integral part of bathroom design.
What today's suppliers and
installers provide is an

I
I
I

Even more encouraging is that the
industry's combined efforts in
getting this message across to the
consumer appear to be bearing
fruit.

willingness to cooperate with one
another in doing just that.
However, this does not include
those who lead on price alone.
This is a developing market with
consumers switched on to
spending on their bathrooms.
There is no need to go the "price"
route.

What's critical at this stage is for
this increased awareness to be
fully exploited. Individual industry
sectors - such as suppliers,
specifiers and installers - have
already demonstrated a

As BSNews has said so many
times in the past in relation to
markets that a ripe for takeoff...don't kill the golden goose
before it has tcrken flight!

A New Chapter
from Hamco

shower or one of the increasinglypopular power showers.

Chapter Products Ltd,
manufacturers of the Watermark
range of shower cubicles and the
Reflections range of over-bath
screens, have appointed Hamco
Enterprises of Tullamore
exclusive distributors for the
Republic of Ireland.
The Watermark collection is a
range of finely-engineered shower
cubicles carefully designed to
ensure that only you get wetnot the bathroom floor - whether
you use a standard pressure

Quickly and easily installed,
Watermark showers are designed
to be practical but the quality of
the designs means that they are
also tough enough to cope with
the demands of all the family.
However, their functional use is
not a replacement for good looks.
Watermark have sought to
combine style with beauty to
complement virtually any decor.
The range is extensive and
includes a wide choice of design
styles to choose from.
These include the following:Quadrant - An attractive
shower cubicle with
smooth curved lines and
taller than average height
of 1800 mm. The sliding
doors glide on fullyadjustable rollers
providing an exceptionally
wide opening.
In-Line Pivot Door (1200
mm) - Watermark's
1200 mm In-Line Pivot
Door provides an
excellent showering area,
ideal for use with power
showers. The pivot door
can be fitted to the left or
With its clean geometric lines,
the "Studio" brings back the
era or Art Deco, while also
providing a modern stylish
effect. Reflections from
Hamco.
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Pivot Door (with optional side
panel) - This attractive pivot door
closes against a full-length
magnetic seal which keeps the
water inside the cubicle and not
the floor - even with power
showers! The door can be
installed to open from the left or
the right and the matching side
panel can be installed either side
as required.

PRODUCT REVIEW

BATHROOM
FITTINGS

Bath Screen - These fullyframed bath screens are hinged
on a full-length wall compensator
that adjusts for "out of true" walls
with an extra full width of 735 mm
The Watermark screen will open
into or away from the taps and will
retain the water inside the bath.

Shower Reflections is a range of
bath screens produced to
exacting standards.
Each screen features 5 mm
toughened "Safety Glass" to
British Standards BS6206 Class A
and are power shower-proof.
Each screen is fully adjustable for
"out of true" walls with its own wall
profile, complete with stainless
steel screws and colour
coordinated screw caps.
Details from Hamco Enterprises,
Cloncollig, Church Road,
Tullamore, Co Offaly. Tel: 050621302; Fax: 0506-51081.

Ideal Bathrooms - National
Bathroom Centre

An authentically reproduced Victorian
design, this screen complements the
bathroom, providing a nostalgic theme.
Reflections from Hamco.

right of the in-line panel while an
optional side panel will enable the
unit to be used in a corner
situation;
Pentangle - The "Pentangle"
features an exceptionally large
showering area while offering
ample access using the pivot door
which can be fitted left or right
handed. All Watermark pivot
doors close on a full-length
magnetic seal ensuring a water
tight fit;
Victoriana Pivot Door (with
optional side panel) - Recreate
the opulent style of the Victorian
era with this "Antique" pivot door
that incorporates an etched print
design on the glass. The door
closes against a fUll-length
magnetic strip and is ideal in an
alcove position or as shown with
the optional side panel;

I

Ideal Bathrooms is a new national
showrooms in which many of the
world's top names in bathroom
products, showers, furniture and
tiles are displayed. Established by
K M Reynolds, the new centre is
situated in Erne Place, close to
Holies Street Hospital and Merrion
Square, and is one of the most
modern bathroom showrooms in
Europe.
It has over 5,000 sq ft of
showroom space and 35
individual settings featuring
bathroom and sanitary ware;
showers; bathroom furniture; tiles;
and a spectacular display of
working brassware.
Each bathroom setting is
individually designed and

presented, with the most modern
concepts in baths, basins, bidets
and other sanitary ware perfectly
coordinated with subtle wall and
floor tiles and bathroom furniture.
Working units include the
stimulating whirlpool baths,
pulsating showers and the very
relaxing steam showers.
Tiles play an important role in the
modern bathroom and in Ideal
Bathrooms there is a specialist
section with a range of exclusive
Villroy & Boch floor and wall tiles.
The emphasis is on quality and
the array of tiles and borders mix
and match to present a stunning
beauty that will embellish any
bathroom. In addition there is a
special section entirely devoted to

Paul Fallon, Managing Director with Des Gilroy, Marketing, outside the 5,000 sq ft
Ideal Bathrooms new national showroom in Erne Place in Dublin.
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architectural and specifiers' tiles and mosaics.

DI S¥e....

There is also a display of quality kitchen sinks in
both ceramic and asterite.
Among the prestigious international brands on
display in Ideal Bathrooms are Ideal Standard,
Villeroy & Boch, Sottini, Royal Venton, Trevi, Hans
Grohe, Dornbracht, Burg, Keuco, Porcher, W
Adams, Imperial, Keelings, Adamsez and Steam
Mist.
Says Paul Fallon: "Ideal Bathrooms is displaying a
range of product never seen before in an Irish
showroom. It has created a new awareness
among the public, specifiers and building
contractors of the exciting and innovative designs
and models available to them. We have created a
whole new market for the bathroom sector.
"We are confident that both retailers and builders
merchants will make full use of this facility to give a
new impetus to their bathrooms sales".

I

Bathroom retailers, architects and builders can
utilise the new facility by bringing their clients to
the showrooms. To assist this process, a special
specifier's working area has been incorporated in
the layout and full
meeting facilities
are available.
Alternatively, the
specifier or retailer
can ask showroom
staff to look after
their clients.
Appointments for
customers can be
made by phoning
Ideal Bathrooms at
01-764445, or by
Fax: 01-764344.
The centre has 20
car parking spaces
for customers.

Watermark, a collection of
finely-engineered shower enclosures
designed to complement any
bathroom setting.
Contact:-

Ideal Standard - Rialto
shower screen with
stripes on grey tinted
glass with chromium
hinges, from Ideal
Bathrooms.
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Showerlux
Appoint O'Brien
Marketing
Showerlux UK Ltd expects to
double its sales in the Republic of
Ireland this year following the
appointment of O'Brien Marketing
as distributor and the opening of a
new showroom in Cork.
Owen O'Brien, Director, says that
he is aiming to create exclusive
Showerlux showrooms in selected
high profile outlets throughout the
country.
To support these outlets he has
appointed a new Sales Manager,
Gary O'Sullivan, specifically to
service and support the growing
network of Showerlux stockists.

Sureflow Pumped
Electric Shower

New from Showerlux - Aquarius. Details from O'Brien Marketing.

The Heatrae Sadia Sureflow is an
electric shower with built-in water
pump. It is the perfect solution to
areas of low water pressure and
can also be used where no mains
exist.
Safety features include:

fully open); Minimum Operating
Heat of Water: Zero from bottom
of water storage tank to handset
position; Maximum Head of
Water: 6 meters (19.7ft) 0.6 bar
(10psi).

-I,'c Thermal cutout prevents
overheating;
t'cStabilising valve which
maintains selected temperature
by compensating for pressure
variations within stated bands;
\.l Pressure sensor which ensures
shower only operates when there
is adequate water pressure.
Surefow specification:Nominal Power Rating: 6.7 kW or
7.8 kW at 230V AC; Pump Motor
Rating: 100 Wats; Minimum Flow
Rate: 3.5 litres per minute at
minimum head (with flow valve

Technicallnformation:On/Off Control Valve: Controls
electric and water supply to the
unit;
Accessories: Colour-matched
handset, riser rail, end fittings,
handset holder and soap dish
complete with 1.25 metre chrome
finish hose. All fixing screws and
wall plugs required to install the
unit are supplied.
Materials: Backplate is steel with
white stove enamel finish. Cover
and control knobs high impact
plastic. Heating elements copper sheathed.

Flow Control Valve: Fully
temperature stabilised.
Standards and Approvals: The
Sureflow has been designed to
comply with relevant British
Standards. Manufactured in a
factory registered to BS 5750 Part
2. FM 1862.
Water inlet connection: Straight
spigot that accepts either 15mm
compression or push-fit plumbing
connections. This unit must not be
connected directly to the mains
water supply.
Important electrical requirements:
The shower must be connected to
a mains supply via an approved
double pole isolating switch and a
minimum break capacity of 35
amps. 6mm cable is
recommended. All electrical work
must conform to current lEE
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flow control. The flow rate at 11
litres per minute can be regulated
from full to half flow for personal
preference and economy without
the water temperature being
affected at all.

PRODUCT REVIEW

BATHROOM
FITTINGS

All Superflow 3000 power
showers have an in-built
maximum temperature limiter -- a
fail-safe device which can be set
by the installer to guard against
excessive temperatures from the
central hot water store. Redring
have designed the Superflow
3000 to run on a carefully
selected motor which combines
the m~ximum possible shower
performance with an extremely
low operating noise.

wiring regulations.
Details from OBF Distributors Ltd,
291 Beech Road, Western
Industrial Estate, Naas Road,
Dublin 12. Tel: 01-504644; Fax:
01-504757.

Redring
Superflow 3000
The main attraction of the
Superflow 3000 power shower
from Redring is simple one-point
installation. This is possible
because the mixer valve, motor,
pump and transformer are all
incorporated into one unit cutting
installation time down to just three
to four hours.
The Superflow 3000 also offers
particularly useful and attractive

Redring electric Powersteam water
heater from GEe.

design features.
The temperature control lever is
user-friendly. Designed with the
elderly and infirm in mind, this
large lever is easy to grip and turn
and allows the water temperature
to be finely turned.

The Superflow comes complete
with colour co-ordinated
adjustable shower head which
offers a choice of three luxurious
spray settings.
Details from GEe Distribution Ltd,
155 Hendrick Street, Dublin 7. Tel
01-775413; Fax: 01-775601.

An additional feature is a water

THE PRESTIGE
I TERNATIONAL
BRANDS ON DISPLAY
I eLUDE
• IDEAL STAI DARD
• VlLLEROY & BOClI • SOTTINI
• ROYAL VE;\ITOi'J • TREVl
• I lA 'SGROI lE • KERMI
• DORNBRACHT • BURG • IMPERIAL
• PORCHEI{ • \Y./. ADAI\IS • KEEL! GS
• i\DAMSEZ • STEA.YIIST
OPENING HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-6
SATURDAYS 10-2

Ideal Bathro0l11S
Erne Place, Holies Street,
Duhlin 2 .

•
a
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manufacture a new
generation of medical
products including "Optiray"
a contrast media product for
Newmarket Information, the Dun Laoghaire-based
use during x-ray process.
construction information company, provides advance
In Athlone. Mallinekrodt
information on new construction projects nationwide
Laboratories
operates a 500
-- all potential leads for contractors, sub-contractors
job
facility
while
a sister
and suppliers. The company publishes inforination in
Pitman-Moore
company.
the weekly CIS report which provides full project
Ireland. operates an animal
details, contact names, addresses and telephone
healthcare manufactUring
numbers, design team details and tendering and
base in Bray. Co Wicklow.
construction schedules. The following listing is
Pharmaceutical
provided by CIS Report and gives a brief description
manufacturers. Organon
of the types of projects covered. To obtain
(Ireland) Ltd has sought
information on the service phone 01 - 2809476/
planning permission for the
2809557.
erection of a warehouse
extension measuring 3.135
sq m which will be built in a
to
be
developed
as
Ashtown.
CORK:
steel frame and situated on
Co
Dublin
for
Puratos
Crest
East Cork Oil Company
a 101.171 sq m site.
Foods.
ingredient
Ltd, oil distributors. has
manufacturers
for
the
sought planning permission
PJ Walls (Dublin) Ltd. has
bakery and confectionery
for the erection of a storage
been awarded the bulding
industry. The proposed
and maintenance building.
contract and will appoint all
works include the
costing under £100.000 at
relevant sub-contractors
demolition of some existing
Broomfield Building.
The warehouse will be used
buildings. new construction
Broomfield West.
for the storage of raw
and the retention and
Midleton.Co Cork. The
materials for production.
refurbishment of other
single-storey unit measures
packaging and fmished
existing buildings. together
116 sqm.
products.
with general site works at
Ashtown. The development
involves a new single-storey
DUBLIN:
LAOIS:
factory measuring 1.656 sq
Miniphoto Ltd has been
Grennatta Plastics Ltd has
m.
granted outline planning
sought planning permission
permission to build a twoThe new plant is designed to for the erection of a
storey warehouse at
current EC standards and
workshop and store. costing
Greencastle Parade. Coolock will provide for
under £100.000. at
Industrial Estate. Dublin 5.
approximately 50% of an
Grennan. Attanagh. Co
The two-storey unit.
increase over the present
Laois. The single-storey unit
measuring 800 sqm will be
production levels.
measuring 174 sq m will be
built in a concrete frame
built
in a steel frame. Work
Mallinekrodt Medical
and situated on a 3.250
Imaging Ireland, part of the is due to start late this year
sqm site.
·US pharmaceutical products or 1993 and will take eight
weeks to complete.
Orilflame Manufacturing
I group - International
Grennatta are involved in
Ltd cosmetic
Minerals and Chemicals
(IMCERA) - have decided to the recycling of plastic.
manufacturers. has been
given the planning to go
locate a major new £25
ahead for the erection of a
million manufactUring plant LONGFORD:
at Damastown Industrial
new internal frrst floor
A Dublin architectural firm
Estate Mulhuddart. Dublin
together with a canteen
is expected to be awarded
15. The company recently
extension at the Sandyford
the design brief in
sought the necessary
Industrial Estate.
connection with the
planing permission for the
Foxrock.Dublin 18 costing
development of a new
project from Dublin County
over £0.5 million. The new
manufactUring facility
Council. A leading Dublininternal first floor will
planned by Triad Systems
measure 1.212 sq m.
based firm of Project
Corporation for Longford.
Engineers. BeMRA has
A new £1.1 million
The US company specialises
already been appointed as
processing plant for the
in the production of
Project Managers on the
manufacture and
electronic catalogue
scheme.
distribution of a range of
information management
Initially 100 jobs will be
edible oils. fats. chocolate
systems particularly for the
created rising qUickly to
and associated products is
https://arrow.tudublin.ie/bsn/vol31/iss3/1
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automotive industry. Triad
is expected to create ninety
new jobs over the next two
years and according to the
IDA the company has yet to
take a final decision on the
exact location of the new
plant.

LIMERICK:
Cabletron Systems
Incorporated. a US-based
computer networking
company. is to establish its
manufacturing base for
Europe in Limerick. This
follows detailed negotiations
with the IDA on a 5-year
strategic investment
programme. which is to be
implemented in two
phases.
The company will beg'
operations within the n six months. opening in late
July or early August. The
company plans to expand
the 4.000 sq m building
after three years of
operation. by an additional
6.000 sq m.
John Sisk and Son Ltd has
been awarded the building
contract for £5 to £10
million general expansion to
the existing factory at
Coolrahnee and Toomdeely
North. Askeaton. Co
Limerick for baby food
manufacturers. Wyeth
(Ireland) Ltd. The work will
involve the erection of
extension to the existiJ ~'.
production facility to
include additional offices. a
separate RTF building and
expansion of site services.
roads and parking area. The
proposed extension will
measure 16.900 sq m and
will be situated on a twentythree acre site.
Wyeth was established here
in 1972 and employs 300
people. The new expansion
will be the fifth investment
by the company in Limerick
since it commenced
operations there. The
company plans to produce
ready-to-feed liquid baby
foods. The new facility will
be built around the existing

22

ADVANCE
development department
which has made major
contributions to process
and product development
throughout the Wyeth
organisation to date.

MEATH:
Bridisco (Ireland) Ltd.

manufacturers of electrical
equipment such as plugs
and wiring, has sought
planning permission to
extend the existing factory
premises. costing under
£100.000 and to provide
a
iated carparking and
l~. 'caping at Grange End.
Dunshaughlin. Co Meath.
The three-bay extension.
measuring 584 sq m will be
built in a steel frame and
will be situated on a 0.91
hectare site.

house.
et al.: BS
Newspipework and the
conversion of walls.
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WICKLOW:
ROSCOMMON:
Afro Celtic Weavers Ltd

are to establish a woollen
rug manufacturing industry
in Castlerea. Co
Roscommon with support
from the Government. The
company. which has
.
concluded negotiations WIth
the IDA. will be located at
an IDA advance factory at
the Demesne. Castlerea.
Afro Celtic will manufacture
pure new wool, full
reversible, hand-woven rugs
in a variety of sizes and
designs for home. European
and American markets. The
total level of investment will
be in the region of half a
million pounds.
The promoter pans to carry
out modifications to the
building involving the
erection of a new dye

Core Direct Marketing
(CDM) is to invest £6.1

million. with Government
support. in a new operation
at the existing premises at
Pinewood Close. Bray. Co
Wicklow. as a result of
which 78 new jobs will be
created over the next three
years. bringing it up to 120
within the next five years.
The company has
concluded negotiations with
the Industrial Development
Authority. in a joint venture
between the Lithographic
Group and
Communication
Corporation of America
(CCA), a US-based direct
mail company.
Communication
Corporation of America was
established in 1973 and
specialises in direct mail

UNIT HEATERS

services.
According to CIS no
alterations or modifications
will be carried out the the
existing building although
the company may build a
new purpose-built premises
over the next five years.
Wyeth To Set Up In
Former Polaroid Plant:
Wyeth Ireland Ltd

manufacturers of baby food,
has been granted planning
permission for the erection
of a new tableting and
packaging operation at the
former Polaroid factory at
Little Connell. Newbridge.Co
Kildare. The proposed
development will involve a
change of use of some
existing buildings and the
demolition of one block and
its replacement by a new
three-storey block and
minor ancillary works.
Tenders are currently being
sought from a select list.

ROOF TOP UNITS

Extendable with
mixing-, filter- and
cooling section
complete air
handling unit
(please also refer
to series
FA and Fe).

Roof Supply
and
Extract Units

Ask for our
Complete
documentation!

AIR HEATING

AIR HANDLING
- VENTILATION
~

Il~ ~. ,,'....

1HER1VlO
AIR
®

Industrial Estate Strawhall Carlow

Tel.: 0503-31646 Fax: 0503·42174
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COMPANYPROFILE

TOSHIBA

W

hen Gerry Phelan
of G T Phelan
visited the new
European-based Toshiba
manufacturing facility for
split air conditioners in
Plymouth, Devon recently,
he expected to see much of
what he found. Toshiba
already has an established
reputation for quality and
reliability and Gerry was not
disappointed in that he
found a production plant

equipped with the most upto-date manufacturing
equipment in the world.
The Ne machine tools, coil
plant, computerised test
stations, assembly lines,
training room and staff
facilities are the more
obvious signs of this
dedication to quality.
Moreover, they are also a
very visible indication of the
huge investment Toshiba
have made at the site.

QUALITY AS ACULTURE

Exterior view of of the St£10 million
Toshiba production plant
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COMPANYPROFILE

TOSHIBA

Impressed as he was with
the foregoing, what struck
Gerry more was the general
air of well-being on the
factory floor, the happy
atmosphere and the way in
which the management
style - supported by the
full cooperation fo the
workforce - focussed on
the objective of quality
above all else in every
minute detail of the

production operation.
Because of his long-term
association with Toshiba
and its product range, Gerry
expected a great deal
before he visited the plant.
"Yet", he says, "I was still
pleasantly surprised by the
extent to which quality has
been supplanted as a form
of culture underpinning
virtually every aspect of the
company's operation".

Section of the pipe-brazing shop
at the new, multi-million pound
Toshiba air conditioning
manufacturing facility
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Building Services Buyer Guide
The long-awaited Myson
electronic
zone valve has just
In answer to the many queries we
been
launched.
have received over the last month
or so I want to confirm that entry
forms for this year's edition of
Building Services Buyer Guide will
be made available with the April
issue of BSNews.
For my part can I ask that those
who wish to have a listing to think
NOW about what product
categories they want to be
represented under and to fill in the
form IMMEDIATELY on receipt
next month.
Watch out for the form in the April
issue.

000
Super Loo Award - Yes, some
of you may scoff but I for one fully
support any idea which promotes
hygiene in this particular area,
especially where loos used by the
public are concerned.

o

o

However, even I baulked at the
judges' comments in relation to
the eventual winner, the Slieve
Russell Hotel in Ballyconnell, Co
Cavan - "So clean you could eat
your dinner in them". Somehow, it
is not an invitation I'd like to take
up.
The scheme is sponsored (not
surprisingly I hear you say) by
Dyno-Rod.

000
Heating Merchant Award - The
presentation of the Kingspan
VehaJlDHE Heating Merchant of
the Year Award at the Conrad
Hilton Hotel in Dublin proved a
mammoth social occasion.

I had the good fortune to witness
first-hand the various stages of
development of this product over
the last couple of years and it's
great to see it come to fruition
(see page 8).

000
Buckley and Downey _. A new
Partnership
At last, I can reveal what Michael
Buckley is up to since the
formation of Buckley and Downie,
a new cross Border partnership,
has now taken place, bringing
together two well-known names in
the engineering field. The
objective of the partnership is to
provide independent and sound
engineering advice at a hgh leve.
Michael Buckley is the former
Managing Director with Walker Air
Conditionng. He is currenlty
Chairman of CIBSE and Vice
Chairman of the Energy Division
of the MASHRAE. Michael has
over 20 years experince in the air
conditioning and refrigeration
industry and like Philip Downie
will bring this knowledge into play
to the good of the partnership.
Michel will operate from Blackrock
with the support of Philip Downie
and Associates resources.
Philip is Senior Principle of the
successful Northern practice
Philip Downie and Associates,

who have been in Bangor for 11
years and employ a staff of over
20. They have completed more
than 250 projectcts throughout
Northern Ireland including the
refubishment of the Whitlas Hall,
Queens University, Belfast; the
installation of a fully air
conditioned store at the
Bloomfield complex, Bangor; and
a major extension to Movilla High
School, Newtownards.
Philip Downie and Associates
have more recently been involved
in negotations for a sizeable
contract with Ulster Television and
are presently involved in
consultancy work for a paper mill
in Saudi Arabia.
The Buckley and Downie
partnership aims to provide a
comprehensive service to the
industry. Practicing as
Consultant Engineers in all
aspects of building services and
mechanical and electrical,
engineering generally, the
partners will utilise each other's
experiene and resources to the
benefit of clients.
They also have plans for a
number of training courses on
strategic marketing, heating
ventilation and air conditioning
and mechanical engineering.
Thank you for finally putting us out
of our misery Michael and good
luck and good fortune with the
new venture.

Fun and entertainment were the
order of the evening, the
comedian in particular offering
some refreshingly-new gags.
All credit to Jim O'Reilly for
keeping the formal proceedings to
a minimum.

000
Congratulations to Sean Hanratty
and his team in Newcastlewest.
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AT LAST A NEW VALVE THAT
CAN TAKE THE PRESSURE.
et al.: BS News

Pollerton Myson, Europe's leading manufacturer
of heating products, knows that reliability
has to be a key factor \\ hen choosing
motorised valves for modern central
heating systems.
We are therefore

added benefit of neon indicators that show at a
glance \\ hich mode the \ alve is operating
in, making'it easier to install and use.
The

fact

that

\Iyson

valves

are quick and eas) to fit and fully
proud

to

announce a ne\'\- range of 2 and 3 port
'\iIyson valves which are manufactured
in our own factory using up to the
minute technology, ensuring the highest
degree of quality and reliability.
This new generation of \1yson valves
includes all the market requirements - and

compatible and interchangeable
with the vast majorit} of competitor brands means they are ideal
for both the replacement and new
installation market.
So' if you are looking for the ultimate in
reliability, cost efficiency, compatibility and
performance - relax. You've just found it.

~

POTTERTON MYSON
I',UTOfllUEC!II.CLIE
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MYSON IRL LTD PARKMORE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, LONGMILE ROAD, DUBLIN 12. TEL: 01509075. FAX: 01553629.
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Dwyer Manometers, Magnehelic Gauges
Pressure, Level, Flow Switches and Mel~rs

MA OTHERM LTD - The one stop shop for imJtlstrial instruments
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