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Athy College and the Garda station plaque 1922 

A TY art installation for Kildare Decade of Commemorations 

Authors: Richard Daly, Christina Hayden, April Prendergast, Anne Murphy 
Foreword: Anne Murphy 

 

Abstract: This article describes an art installation in Athy, Co. Kildare created by transition year 

students of Athy College to commemorate their school’s connection with the centenary of the 

casting of the first Garda station plaques in 1922 in the Duthie. Large Foundry, Chapel Street Athy. 

The installation was unveiled on 14 May 2022 on the original foundry site supported by a grant 

from Kildare County Council’s Decade of Commemorations and mentored by staff of Technological 

University Dublin. It is included here in Level3 to celebrate fruitful and sustainable collaboration 

among academia, schools, local knowledge-holders, local public representatives, Gardaí and 

heritage enthusiasts. 

Foreword 
It was my great pleasure to act as a mentor for the 2022 Deade of Commemorations Installation 

by transition year art students of Athy College commemorating their school’s role in the design of 

the familiar Garda Siochána station plaque of 1922 and its casting in the local Duthie.Large iron 

foundry.  

Art teachers Christina Hayden and April Prendergast cheerfully and efficiently delivered the 

installation in spite of Covid restrictions, disrupted timetables, variable weather and the myriad 

demands of school life. We titled the installation Athy – town of Bricks and Iron with the Garda 

station plaque as centrepiece. Principal Richard Daly delivered the unveiling address, setting the 

installation in its historic context of Athy’s industrial heritage and the contribution of the local 

Technical School. 

Other local mentors -  Gregor Cox, Brian Madden and Louisa Spring - generously facilitated access 

to the former foundry site, known locally as ‘Madden’s carpark’, while Athy Co-Operative Foundry 

staff - Rita Berry, Syl Bell and Gerry O’Rourke - supplied a replica Grada plaque, a Duthie.Large 

patress plate and a display case for the set of bricks manufactured by Athy Brick & Tile Co. fadó, 

fadó. Local Gardai and retired members supported the work, linking it to the handover of power 

from the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) to the Gardaí in Kildare in May 1922. Kildare County Council 

sponsored costs with the expert guidance of Kevin Murphy, Kildare Library Services (Local History). 

For this December 2022 Issue of Level3 we include the running order for the unveiling event, 

Principal Daly’s address, a booklet showing the art process prepared by the students, a local 

heritage information booklet distributed at the unveiling, and a photo-gallery of memories. 

The art installation is permanent and free to view every day except Sunday. 

Le meas agus le buíochas do cách, 

Dr Anne Murphy   TU Dublin 
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1. Running Order for the unveiling event 
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2. Address by Richard Daly, Principal, Athy College, at the unveiling of 

the transition year art installation, 14 May 2022 

 

Good morning everybody and thank you for coming to the unveiling of our Transition Year Art 

installation. 

We particularly welcome  

- all the local Athy friends and supporters present today 

- authors of chapters and editors of Annals of Athy 2021 particularly Anne Murphy, 

Gregor Cox and Syl Bell 

- Ceann Comhairle Seán Ó Fearghaíl 

- Senator Mark Wall 

- Martin Heydon, TD 

- Members of Kildare County Council particularly Veralouise Behan, County Council 

Representative on the Decade of Commemorations Committee 

- Representatives of serving Garda Siochána and retired Gardaí 

- Members of the Association of Retired Gardai  

- Representative of Kildare County Library Services (Local History) 

- Members of staff and Board of Management of Athy College 

- Committee members of Kildare County Show  

- Members of Athy Promoters and Lions Club 

We also acknowledge - 

- The Madden family and McCabe’s Pharmacy for the use of the car park  

- Kildare County Council for funding the materials and the reception in Bradbury’s  

- Leon Kenny, Gerry O’Rourke, Aidan Kenny and Pat Murphy - meitheal workers. 

 

We are delighted to mark the role of Athy College and Duthie Large in the ‘branding’ of the 

new Garda Siochána force in 1922 with the now famous Garda Station plaque, and to be a 

small part of a very significant year in the birth of our state. 

We thank the Annals of Athy Group for working with us on the brief for the installation and 

all the local volunteers who helped. 

As you will all know, this ‘car-park’ has had a very interesting history and we are delighted 

that it still looks like the boundaries of the important industrial site that it was for 100 years. 

So, a bit of local history…. 

The early Ordnance Survey maps of the 19th century show this yard as a foundry with the 

furnace chimney mid-way on the inner wall. There were small buildings on the street side as 

well. 

  

All maps since then show the exact same foundry site as you are standing in now. 
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The street outside is called Chapel Lane. 

Just where the entrance now is, was the site of a small, thatched chapel, built after the Penal 

Laws were lifted: thus, the name Chapel Lane. The current curate’s house and garden across 

the wall are also marked on the old OS maps as a dwelling. 

In the aftermath of the 1798 rebellion in the town, the thatched chapel got burned down.  

Eventually the Duke of Leinster gave a site on Stanhope Street to build a Catholic church, 

which was the old St Michael the Archangel. A smaller version of the design was later built in 

Barrowhouse as a chapel of ease. 

The Mercy order of nuns were originally located across the Barrow around St John’s where 

they had a primary school. They expanded to Stanhope Street/Chapel Hill corner and had a 

convent building to the rear of the new church. 

New school buildings were built on Mount Hawkins in the 1880/’90s. So, that ‘school around 

the corner of Stanhope Street and Mount Hawkins became the first Technical School in Athy 

in 1899/1900 which they shared with the CYMS until 1940 when the new Vocational School 

was built on the Carlow Road. 

It was in that Technical School on Stanhope Street, just a short walk away from the Duthie 

Large foundry, that the Vice Principal, Herbert Painting, carved the mould for the Garda 

Siochána Station plaque. That carving was used as a mould to cast the first plaques here in 

Duthie Large foundry for the first time in 1922. We understand that the current Athy Garda 

Station still has an original Duthie Large plaque on its front wall. 

 

We are delighted to be here, in this important industrial heritage site, to mark the connection 

of Athy College with the new police force  - the Garda Siochána - and to mark the centenary 

of the force with a replica plaque cast in another great Athy foundry – Athy Co-Operative 

Foundry… a direct descendant of both the Duthie Large and IVI foundries. 

We are delighted too to have retired and active members of the Gardai here, as well as Athy 

‘born-and-breds’ who worked in the foundries and who hold the same family names through 

the generations.  

We are particularly pleased that young Athy people are taking such an interest in the town’s 

industrial heritage and that they can see how the tradition of engineering and innovation 

continues in the many precision engineering companies in the town and the surrounding area. 

Go raibh míle maith agaibh Christina agus April, for your excellent work with our students. No 

doubt they will remember today with pride. 

END 
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3.  Art process booklet 

Fáilte roimh cách! 

 

to the Unveiling of Our Art Installation 

ATHY - town of brick and iron 

Transition Year students in Athy College, together with our teachers, celebrate the town’s 

heritage of brickyards and iron foundries as our art project for 2022. 
 In particular, we celebrate the school’s connection with the manufacture of the first cast-iron 

plaques for the new Garda Stations in 1922, with our art installation in ‘Madden’s carpark’ - 

the former site of Duthie-Large foundry - which we unveil today, 14 May 2022, to mark the 

centenary of the Force.Our Art installation  

Our art installation is titled Athy – town of bricks and iron to recognise the industrial heritage of the 
town, alongside milling and malting, which sustained and served the local economy for many 
decades. We followed the brief from our Mentors from concept to installation. 

 

The Concept 

 

 

 

The completed installation 
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The process of creating the art installation February to May 2022 

We started with the back wall of Madden’s carpark, the former site of the Duthie-Large 
foundry which produced the first Garda Station plaques. We had great assistance from our 
art teachers – Ms. C. Hayden and Ms A. Prendergast, from our Mentors – Anne Murphy, 
Gregor Cox, Brian Madden and Louisa Spring, from the Co.Op Foundry, from Kevin Murphy, 
and from a meitheal of local volunteers. 

 

The main steps we took to complete the project were: 

1. Research 
2. Support Drawings  
3. Planning & Risk Assessments  
4. Material quotes 
5. Individual research and drawing tasks.  
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Photo Gallery of our art-work process 

All photographs approved by Athy College 
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Our Transition Year class group 2022 

Maria Alvarez Garcia  

Artjoms Bobrovs 

Anton Budnyev 

Mar Clemente Ferrandiz 

Hollie Duignan 

Cillian Fisher  

Fabian Foley 

Alexander Gherciu 

Giulia Hevia 

Martin Holysz 

Aaron William Kinsella 

Dara Kissane 

Ava Anne Maher  

Jack McDermott  

 

Alex McDonagh  

Oliwier Merta  

Abi Molly  

Aura Nadal Huerta  

Michael O'Connor  

Alvaro Sanchez Leon 

Ben Sourke Carr 

Oskar Stelmaszczyk 

Daniels Davis Sudars 

Gabija Svetokaite 

Valerija Vaivode 

Alex Walsh  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annals of Athy 
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4. Heritage booklet distributed at the unveiling 
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Memories 

BEFORE 

 

DURING 

 
AFTER 

4.  
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                 ORIGINAL PLAQUE COLOURS 1922 

 

PLAQUE ON ATHY 

GARDA STATION WALL 

REPLICA PLAQUE cast by Athy Co-Op Foundry 

and painted in standard colours of white, 

black, silver and blue by Athy College students 

for the TY Art Installation Project 2022, under 

the supervision of Christina Hayden. 
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All images and photographs were either sourced from the public domain or taken by Dr Anne Murphy 
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