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EDITORIAL

Education Cuts Hit Oublin V.E.C
Colleges -

The letter from the Department of
Education, setting out the V.E.C.
financial allaocaticn for this year
includes the following paragraph:-
"I am also to say that
allocations now being notified are
on the basis that the tuition fee
increases notifisd in circular
letter No. 34/79 are being fully
implemented”. In other words,put
the fees up cr else you wor't get
your full sllocation!

that the Department of Education

on V.E.C. students (10% for 2nd,3rd
4th years and 25% for lst years)
Combined with fee rises and the
Department of Education's firnancial
allocaticn to the 20 schools and 6
Colleges in the V.E.C. in Dublin
City, students and staff face

the financial

This is the second time in two years

has tried to force 25% fee increases

FIGHT THE CUTS!

ships next year

On top of the education ¢

about 4% so that an increase of some
20% to 21% was needed to maintain
the present s\ m without any new
buildings or improvem=nts. In
fact the amount of money availanle
to the V.E.C. has gone up from
£16.8 million to £18.4 million
AQProx. But the entire increase
is in the amount available for
wages of teachers which is up £1.9
million approximately.

This means that unless we force the
Government to increase the money,
by way of a supplementary Budget,no
significant improvements in condit-
ions in the Colleges - especially
new buildings - are possible. So,
more than ever before the students
must get organised this year and
next to fight the Government's
attacks on students and the

Surveyors Strike

As most students will be aware, the
Students of the Surveying department
staged a strike last term in support
of a student who was victimized in
his examinations.

When the matter was first raised
both the Department and the College

'While the employment of the
new management in the cantean
in the main building was not
our solution to the problems
there we will accept this as
meeting our requirements if
and only if the food is vas astly
improved. Otherwise we will
feel justified in pressing

for the employment of a Chef.

'No price increases are
acceptable as long as the
canteen and college autharities
rafuse to budget to use the
‘nest-ggg’ to reduce prices

to a minimum.

'We will take whatever
action is appropriate to
ensure that all the demands
we have fought for are met
over the next period’.

severe cutbacks and increased hard- employees in the education system.
INCREASES !
took a very bad attitude. The then

Acting Principal of the College
warned the Students' Union President
that they wouldn’t tolerate any
interference by the students or
staff with the 'normal’ exam.
procedures in the College.

The results were appealed in the
normal way (although it was

said that it was far too late in
the year to make an appeal). The
student's appeal was turned down by
the Appeals Board but a special
exam. was set in January for him
and he passed. Furthermore, the
students succeeded in getting him
reinstated into the next year of
the course while the appeal
procedure was going on.

The lessons of this are important.
The first is that in cases aof
injustice no matter how many are
involved ar how few, it is possible
to unite large numbers of students
to fight against discrimination.
The second is that no matter what
the 'ufficial' line may be it is
possible to get something reversed
if we are prepared to fight.

The Surveying Department have still
not sorted out a large number of
the problems in this section of the
college with regard to exam. time-
tables etc., but if necessary the
students will organise to have them
stabilized in one way or another.

T.CD BOYCOTT

Just before going to press we

ecgived the following leaflet

from Trinity students who are
a cataring boycottfor
They now
defying the

wagling
over three wupkd
jeil thro

caurts.

face

The College yesterday closed down
the Junior Common Room.

A High Court injunction, sought and
received by the College, prevents
the occupatinn or use of any Lollege
premises "witnout permission”
Imm»dldfFTJ following yest rday s
hearing in the High Court, the Board
arnouniced that the JCR was to close,
forthwith.

At a meeting of the Students' Unior.
Executive last night, it was
decided that this decision of the
College was an intolerable threat
to the autonomy of the Students'’
Union, and in particular an open
attempt by the College to break the
Students' Union boycott.

It is absolutely clear that the
intention of the College is to
prevent the Students' Union from
providing the alternative food
services available in the JCR since
the boycott began. No other basis
has been offered by the College for
the closure of the JCR.

The original injunction received by
the College was to restrain the
Students' Union from operating the
JCR bar. The bar was closed on
Friday, February 29th. This first
injunction was confirmed in the High
Court yesterday, March 5th.

The College was not, however,
satisfied with the closure of the
bar, and although the original
concern of the College was with the
breach of the law on College
premises, it now became quite clear
that the intention was to put a
stop to all of the alternative
catering services provided by the
Union. There can be no other
basis for the action of the College
in withdrawing the Junior Common
Room.

The Students Union rejects this
latest intimidatory attempt by the
Board to break the Students’ Union
boycott of catering services. Last
night the Union occupied the JCR

in order to ensure that catering
facilities can be provided as normal.
At a time when the College might

be expected to enter into negotiat-
ions on the Students’ Union demands
on catering, they have responded
with a further injuncticn.

We once again reaffirm the demands
of the Students Union for changes
in the Board's policy with regard
to subsidies and for improvements
and expansions in those services
used by students, and call on the
Board to negotiate. 3



APPRENTICES & S.U,

"Student” Cards:

Ask any apprentice in the College about
the Students’ Union and invariably the
guestion of student cards (so-called]
comes up. It is the subject of some
resentment by apprentices and a lot of
misunderstanding so lets set the

record straight.

The Union of Students in Ireland is
made up of the various affiliated
Students’ Yiions from the differant
third-lavei institutions of this
islapd, narth and south. Every
student who pays the capitation fee
(£6. far full time students, £3. faor
part-time night students which is
collectad by the College in the fees)
is a number of U.S5.1., the national
organisatian. Apprentices do not
pay capitation fees and so are not
members of this natlonal organisation.
Howaever, Bolton St. Students' Union
is an autonomous organisation in its
own right and every student enrolled
in tha college, whether full-time or
part-iime, day release or block release
is a member of Bolton St. Students
Union. This membership is. not
precluded by membership of a conven-
tignal trade unicn.

It should be pointed out that apprentices

through using the Pool and Football
tatles and the Union shop make a major
contribution to Union finances,

¢
On the guestion of so called student
cards the following are the facts:-

{11 Neither U.S.I. nor its affiliated
Students Unions issues membership
{student) cards. Evary student
{including apprenticesl) can gset a
College student card, issuved by
the college authorities., This,
however, has little value, excapt
to proudly boast to the world at

large that you are studylng in this

wonderful establishment.

(2] U.S5.I.T. is the travel company of
the national organisation U.5.I.
and as such is controlled by
various national and internatianal
rules and regulations. It lssues

(for a few of §£2.50) TRAVEL CAROS
to 2nd and 3rd level students and
block release apprentices. They
alsp throw In a "Countdown" card
which entitles the holder to
reductions in certain listed shaps.

(3) The card for the full-time people
has the ward “Student” printed on
it (hence the confusion] and tha
ong for block releasea apprentices
and secondary school students has
tha word "scholar” (whatever that
means) printed on 1t. The only

difference is that the Scholar card

Holders are rot entitled to
reductions on trans-Atlantic
tlights.

which entitles the holder to half
fare on a one-way journey (not much
good if yau are going return).

(5] Unfortunately, day-release students
are not entitled to a Scholar card.
This is bmcause of the aforsment-
ioned rules and regulations
governing U.5.I1.T. This is some-
thing completely outside the
control of both Bolton St. S.b.
and U.S.I. and efforts are contin-
uously being made to rectify this
unjust situation.

Bolton St. S.U. does not encourage
everyone to get a card just for the
sake of having one as they are a waste
of money unless they are being used
far a trip sbroad or substantial
reductions in the listed shops.

{HAT RELEVANCE HAS THE STUDENTS'
INION TD APPRENTICES?

\ good question, especially in the
.ight of the isolation of apprentices
‘rom the rest of the student body.

‘his has not been helped by a certain
ipathy in recent years in the Union
.eadership and a lack of effort in the
:ask of uniting the students and
ipprentices around issues of common
zoncern like the reeent "occupation”
wer canteen and library facilities.

\t least this year the effort is being
ade.  There are undoubtedly difficult
y major one being the physical i
separation of the Linenhall from the
-est of the collega.

(Apprentices should reflect on the
plight of another section of the
college, Longford House, which is about
2 milss awayl) This has led ta
communication difficultiss which have
not been helped by the attitude of the
Linenhall authorities who won't allow
the students to put up posters until
scrutinised by the Dept. Heads. Undon
representatives are also forbidden to
address the classes. These are

the same as apprentices. AnCO, which
is supposed to oversee and protect
apprentices from exploitation has often
fallen dowi in this watchdog capacity
through bureaucratic inertia. The
stories of apprentices not gatting .
proper training (&.g. spending most of
their time sweeping the workshop floor)
and missing out on day and block
releases are endless. Things are not
what they should be in the college
either. Because of the V.E.C.'s
policy of squeezing students into tha
buildings like sardines many apprentices
are missing out on practical training,
and have to sit around corridors at
breaktimes because the canteen is too
small.

All of these issues can be taken up and
fought through the Students Union. On
College Council (the college governing
body) the Students Union President has
consistently put the apprentices cass
on these issues.

Some progress has been made. When the
time and effort was taken to approach
the apprentices and discuss different
issues the response has generally been
positive (but always laced with some
justified criticisms of the Union).
During the "WEEK OF ACTION” in the
"Finance for Education” campaign, the
vast majority of apprenticas supported
the boycott, despite the fact that many
lost a day's pay. It should be pointed
out that the boycott was called for by
tha national Executive of U.S5.I. and
not by Bolton St. Students Union and it
fully accepts many of the apprentices’
criticisms of this type of action.
However, in the interests of unity with
tha rest of U.5.I. the Union decided to
E0 ahead with the action, although wa
didn't think it was the most appropri-
ate action to taka.

The P.A.Y.E. march provided a rare
oppaortunity for students, apprentices
and working people to march under a
comman’ panner and protect their
interssts against the monied parasites
of this country.

The occupation of the Administratien
section af the college, in protest at
the poor canteen and library facilities

blatant danials of fresdom of expressionwas the most recent example of an issue

and even during one breaktime this

of commen concern. The occupation

Writer, while discussing the “occupationgnded in success with most of our

issue with a group of apprentices
(sitting in a draughty corridor) was

demands being met, including an
agsurance that in any projected exten-

accusad by & passing member of the staffsion of the Linenhall the cantean

af "poisgning” their mindsi

There seems to be an attempt by certain
members of the staff to blacken the
S.U. and sow dissent among apprentices
gspecially an the "student” card issua.
Such attempts to divide students and
apprentices should be resistad.

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE?

wWhat's the point in apprentices being
involvaed in the Students Union? Tha
most ohbvious answer is that the S.U.
is the only defence organisation the
apprentices have in the college. The
trade unions for obvious practical
reasons can show only limited interest

(4) Both these cards (for a fee of £2.50 and their interests are sometimes not

can get a C.I.E. Travelsave Stamp

there would also be extended. Just as
important as the actual results of

the occupation was that in looking for
the apprentices support the opportunity
for some positive discussion on a
variety of issues was utilisad. A few
apprentices joined the occupation and
stayed the night on a few occasions,
The message to apprentices then is
clear - Apprentices should try to
organise within and support the S.U.
insofar as is possibla. It is realised
that this cannot be done during class
time but there ars many lunchtime
meatings and apprentices, like any
other students are entitled to attend
and vote. Thus apprentices have a big
part to play in building a strong

S.U. in Bolton St.




tudent have

Union sa that

for this is
1al Union has always been
by a few individuals who

d it as private

their own
arty and a vehicle to launch
I own cargers, as politicians
of the Flanna Fail type, or news
paper columnists, or 'peace

This of the students and their
organisation has not gone unchallen

ged by the mas: of students. The
students have been tryi for years

to chan he basic character of

U.S5.T. thro

the Annual Congress

but through atant lation and
dawnrig carruption the misleaders
of U.S5.1. have prevented any change

Laking place. This ar's Congress

was no excepti are athar

artlelas on Congress in is
edition of the paper, what I would
like to coneentrate on is the way

in ich the lesadership ties down
the ients and whakt we have to do

to radically change U.5.T.

In the first plaece it is necessary
that we
[and

manag

understand how the officers
aome local leaders] in U.S5.1.
e to impose their will on th
udent movement, At Congress t
sh

e

o

Officers Report presented a mi

mash of disconnected reports an
meetings that were held over the
last year and a number of actions
prganised by them. Evan thougl

£ he t was very long it was little
mare a "laundry list’' of events
It is thi= Lype of deceptive politics
where the appearance is given Lhat
the leaders are doing "something®,
that is the main way In which we are
kept in the dark. No attempt is
made to ‘critically discuss' the
ovarall [tuation in the student

ncl £ or the country; Lo

valua the good and bad aspects

of the wark done; how well Lhe
principle issues were grasped eto.
I'then durdng the actual running of
the Congress the officers led a
walkout of delegates on Lhe Saturday
night from a number of Collegas in

order Lo reduce the number below

the guorum. When this failed they
returned and voted against the
cantinualtion of session.

This has nokhing to do with openly

Lhe Congress

XA REPORTS /ANALYSIS

USI. MUST CHANGE! =~

standing up for one's ideas,
arguing the point, and then putting
it to a vote. Again on the motion
about the I,U.S. delegate the

office and steering committee

refu to accept the ruling of the
dalegates for over an hour. This
quite justifiably led ta a walkout
by the delegates (representing 2/3
of the membership of U.S5.1.). Thus
the undemocratic manoeuvres of the
officers and steering committee -
most of wham were Presidents in
Colleges which followed the officers
line in previous years led to the
collapse of the annual dec
making body of U.S.I.

During the canvassing for the
candidates of the national officers
the 'official’ candidates had about
20 "hacks' working on their behalf.
Ihis included staff employees of
U.5.1. who travelled the country
previousiy to discredit the other
candidates. One member of U.S.T.
staff actually went to a College

arch _Lilﬂ the student leaders there
which motions would get passed and
which wouldn't befare Congress ever
Look place. l?j s is corruplt and
tatally unac ptable! It means

that the officers, in order to retain
their control, use staff members in
head office Lo infiuence the outcome
of a supposedly demacratic Congress.

What should we do about this?

A numbier of colleges have as policy
in their own Unions that they must
disaffiliste from U.S.1. under
certain conditions - Trinity, Ulster
Folytech, Maynooth among them.

I hie conditions now exist.  But
disatfiliation now is not
necessarily Lhe answer. For one

thing unless the mass of students
agree on a new and radically
different programne for the student

- mavement any new organisation will

Photo taken during the hust-
ings showing Padraig Mannion
spekaing. He won the elect-
ion faor Educatian Officer by

just turn out the same. Secondly,
since we want @ upited student
movement in this country we should
ensure Lhat the maximum number
possible would form any new organis-
ation.

The principal points to pay attention
to are:-

1. The Union exists because we need
to safeguard our interests -
not for a few '"leaders’.

ane

2. We nead a goad leadership that
upholds sound democratic
principles.

3. The upnity in the student move-
ment is not ve rbal or simply
having everyone in the same
organisation no matter how good

or bad it ds.

4. Unity must be based on the nzeds
of the students firet and fore-
most to OPPOSE THE CUTS in
EDUCATION SPENDING.

S0, we as students who understand
something of the internal problems
in the students' organisation must
do two things:

ORGANISE the students Lo defend
their interest and

BUILD the type of democratic
fighting organisation which can do
this. A special Emergency Congress
has been called for and takes place
in April. e motions we are
sending in are trying to
both the problems of democracy
the quastion aof the line we
take on the cuts. Student
should read the main motion (in
this paper]l and an opportunity will
be give n to discuss amngd amend it
and the others before Macch 18th.

3art Mt
and

should

In summary H.S.1.
January  thus

Congress in
further exposed the
misleaders in the argacisal long
weakened Lheir hold over it and
laid the ground for a more ictens
Fight for a truly democrat ic oo
militant arganisation of stoders
whether it is in U.S.1. ar an

entirely new one. 5
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Congress is the supreme governing body
of U.S.I. and it determines the policy
of U.S.I. -and gives directions to the

9 elected officers. It is comprised of
uture 0 Ongress g the current full-time afficers and

del ites nominated by and from eac
Ci8. Each C.0. is entitled to se
minimum of two delegates, or in the
case of large colleges (C.Os) a maximum
of one delegate per 700 students and
also a minimum of one Observer and a
maximum of two Observers. A steering
committee of five members elected by
N.C. presides over Congress for the

what is Congress?
students included
Congress is i.e., President
structure and in that : Deputy President
include the whole structure of U.S.I. Education Officer

the F

# SNCiEnd Thare el many thzngs HEGDE snd through their rEprGgemtJ11VE5 th?y purpose of contralling and expediting
with U.5.1I. and its' Annual Caongress nave a3 in the formulation of policy tpe pusiness on the Agenda Visitors
2 husine on th y sitors

add that the foundat- for the National Union (U.S.I.J. and Ehial Pra
nd in the sense that
tform for moving

but I woul! elso

: are also invited to
ions ar= sound,

anly the delegates and

I8

it is . : f e full-time officers have vating rights.
v as tim nd ideas change. Mational Council is comprised of, one The busine Congress is conducted
musT . rep. from each C.0. and the elected by means of amendments compositing
full-time officers. Netional Council sessions and plenary sessions. The
Keeping that in mind thraughout, ? is in effect the Executive decision amendments compositing sessions must be
would Tirstly lixe fto give a brief e 7 about the form and order af debate for
synopsis of the str ] e Thera £ officers and gach subject. Plenary sessions have

act on behalf of

they hear reports on

LS. le ta N.C. Thers officers, and vaote

are th - acceptance of their repart and
education th wha receive a salary d debate and vote on various motions.

individual par officers who are elected by N.C. and

- ; A _ S
To pegin with, : b ive no salary. They ara:- E > >
college) elect ir own office W @ & om &
i.e., the Executive ot their own vice President E g Bier - b @ c
P ) 3 " " oR = =~ m m m @
Students Union. e 2 me » b e £ 43
. - THEr " " ) = £ O . E
[ and Interna £ 2 he 9 Sl S E
Students Cultural 4 4 i
External o 2 % Education 34 20 - 54 Sihrs,Bmin.
Sports - i Walfare 14 15 - 29 o BL IS
National b s 7 | B 3z ! i L
L ly, I would like to give an account Affairs
of Congress i.e., its purpose and Internat. 13 7 o R T T
ch college is termed “Constit- structure etc., and also a brief account Affairs
0.) and =ach C.0. of the changes I lika to see Admin.and g f TS P il R
on and formulates brought about the awareness and  Finance ]
its a By, cipation students. Services 4 2 - 6]

Lo ob-

amendment was

ited by
y recount.
ine second natignal affairs new
it S it narther: afficers
7 it and overal from the on it was ob-
] Uy position was correct. little under-
he 1 = a .t should be more open dis-
lesue and new policy brought out that has
v o f e studerits.
I 3 6 by us under this
_‘ rrest and detention of Mairtin Mac An
rne government and paolice forces attack on stud-
. nte dpder the Offences Against the . It was pass-
“Il; gt unanimo

ur o lons rndar Internatlional affalrs we submitted two motlons. One
It wit t Are el ondemning the two Superpowers

t the struggles of people
determination ard total

to suppo

CQur motio & Congrass in tha Welfare tionof 1t It was passed by a large
daealt with the lack facil g Y E.C.
collagus, It =allad for medical chors and
ndrs .-- : roon = ang a ] recreational Our reme Lning motions on the Palestinian qucstisn, and on
amenitl . gl 5. passsd this motin unanimously. re student travel company were not dealt with due to lack
nf tima.
Our mot o iat.ianad affairs were bot jaf el
% alled tas ti | wrticle based upon by J. Millet, delegate 1. Con-
= IVl =ial Weirtare Ol gress).




Average time per motion or part of 7
minutes. A copy of the Officers
report is also sent out to each ag o5
and this is & report on the work done
by the officers for the year.

Each C.0. is entitled to send in eight
g

motions as follows:-

1. Education

23 welfare

3. National Affairs

4. International Affairs

. Administration and Finance
Services
Plus two additional motions on any mf
the above, also each C.0. ibmd
any number of amendments to their
also emergency motions which
ta be in by any specified
latest date for receipt of
this Congress was 9th
amendments 30th Nov. The
are then compos-
and grouped under
abave headings to give the final
ig then sent to all
L.0.s pbefore Xmas. The latest
date for Appeals against the way thne
matigns were composited was the Z4ih
Movember. Alsao, the latest date for
submitting nominations for the full-time

may su

motions and
do rnot have
time. The
motd for
1378 and for
motion and amendments

ited i.e., sorted out
the &

3\‘—'

genda which out

C.o0 usuall

Congress is run over a week-end in
January and this year Congress was
between the 18th - 20th lanuary
in the Talbot Hotel in Wexford.

My criticism of U.S.I. Congress, 1 hope
is of a constructive nature, bullding
on the ready ma foun s and of a
destructive nature. iticisms are:
(1) There are too many to be
debated and voted on; there just is
riot enough time as can from the
table. Many of the mot B
lengthy and in parts.

(2) Congress is held ton early in the
year i.e., the motions have to be in by
November 9th, giving only about six
weeks for each C.0. to get on its feet
after the summer recess etc.

Not enough time between receiving
Aganda and Congress for a
ate on the
gach L.0O. that the

can mandate delegation
1 vote for ar against each motion.
(4) The officers report coming out =0
late prevents any debate {we received
gne copy on the 16th January, fust two
days before Congress) on the work done
by the officers for the year.
{5) The lack of facilities and time for
informal debates and discussicns between
the degetation from all the C.0.'s on
the motions as there just isn’'t enough
time at Congress to debate fully each

(3]

sarious d

80

their

date for submitting amendments.

3rd Friday in December - An

infermal Congress whereby delegation
can discuss and debate the motions.
2nd Friday in March - Congress
'Proper’ with a minimum emount of
debate the maximum amount of wvoting

on all the motions.
NOTE: Congress

never gets through all
the motions because of the amount of
time spent on debate.

reports under
giving an

(b} The officers issue
the headings below
account of their Nnrh, achievements
and failures, what policy is needed
to achisve results; in effect make

commendations and give guidelines

on the major issues that face USI
with the view that all C.0.’s could
use their reports as a basis for
their moticons.

™

National Affairs: (a) Current affairs
(b) Econamy.

Education: (a) Financing (b) Course
Content etec. (c) structure.

Welfare: (a) Social Welfare and Services
(b) Student Welfare and Services,
International affairs: (a) current
affairs (b) special areas.

Student Crg: (a) Student Unions (b)
National Unian Services; travel and
insurance.
Administration;
Women's Rights

accounts
Conditions and law.

posts was the l4th December. ,BEIPW is  otion etc.
a table of the amount of motions etc.. If you think I've left anything out or
submitted for Congress just past, t Basically the changes I would like to if you disagree with these views I would
time for each session and also far see would be:- be willing to meet and discuss your
each motion or part of it should De I . 3 views etc.
taken into consideration, also, that (a) lst Friday in December - latest
nany of the motions were divided into date for submitting motions. ) ot e
2 or 3 parts lst Friday in February - latest Fergal Quigley C/48/ 2
Motions and app ;1"5 to ke funded by countri order to make the necessary changes in
£ Germany . There are aonly the constitution to allow the Represent-
5 ropean countries that are ative to be ¢ ted at Congress.
. [ members. Clearly this 2/3s clause was satisfied
The twe most controversial motions but the Chair refused to accept this
discussed at Congress were those con- The N:U.S. [U.K.) [National Union of and decided to count those who had
terning a) Abortion and o) the I.U Students 1 [(U.K.) have al ady with- abstained from voting as having voted
{International Union of Students). drawn some time ago and it is said that This meant that the mmtiﬂn.wauld be .
. the only reason we have remained in is defeated. It became clear that the
The abortion motion which was oposed pecause of the association the leader- Chair was bilased towards the officers
A i TUEN  ship of U.S.I. has with Sinn-Fein £he  who didn’t want the motion passed.
detat ok - ion be I caed. g N J-] .
Q;L:Liégzithuin?h 5?5.1.':5pulicyecn workers'Party . his led to a mass walk out.
abortion is that "every human heingﬂha5 Puring the vote many colleges went with  Afterwards it was learnesd that in order
the right to life from the moment. of the leadership to defeat t;e motion. It o F ) i

Conception”. This does not contradict
policy formulated last year which says

that those who have abortions should

not be treated as criminals. The part
of this year's motion which was rejected
read as follows "if life is deliberately
denied from any citizen, it should be
Sonsidered the crime

as murder and
treated as L

abortion moticn propaosed by

upo

The secand

t.g.c. nat voted s

wWas

The first I.U.S. motion to be considered
Was one calling for the disaffiliatlon
U.S.I. from I.U.S. The debate which
lowed was shorter than anticipated
but quite informative. Tal=Ss

8ppears to be a pro Soviet organisation

of
Fa

has also been suggested that some
delegates abstained rather than vote

for the motion so that the second motion
concerning I.U.5. could be discussed.

It was pointed out by Brendan Doris that
the I.U.S. Rep. was mandated to work
against any pro Soviet moves within the
arganisation, which he was not doing.
For this reason we supported the 2nd
mation which called far the election of
the Rep. by Congress rather than him
being handpicked by the officers and
being totally under their control.

After a lengthy debate the vote was
taken and the results were 78 for,

35 against and 12 abstentions. A 2:3
majority of those voling was needed in

that the motion should pass 50% of all
those entitled to vote should vote for
1t In my view this would be 50% of

a number made up of [a) those within

the hall (b) those not actually present
at the time of voting and (c) those
delegates who were entitled to be
present at Congress but who did not
actually turn up.

When this is taken into consideration
it is clear w®hat the motion was not
passed. This in no way, howsver,
pardons the Chair with regards to their
initial biased stand.

This episode highlights how red tape can
be used by a minority to defeat the
purpose of any democratic organisation.
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TAG MASS-TRANSPORT FOR DUBLIN

There have been some hopeful develop-
ments in the field of Public Transport
recently. Dublin City Councillor, Mr.
Jim Mitchell, has proposed a ‘FREE
BUS MONTH’ to encourage people out
of their cars and onto buses and trains,
while the new Minister of Transport,
Mr. Albert Reynolds, has indicated in a
recent speech and radio interview his
intention to give the bus priority and
remove the ‘unrestricted use of cars for
travel to work’.

The Free-bus month is a very good idea,
well worthy of implementation. All journeys
within the inner-city area (marked on map)
would be free, while commuter journeys to and
from this area would be reduced in price. For
it to be successful however, it must be prop-
erly planned. It would be pointless to simply
reduce fares and then block buses from easy
access to the city. A comprehensive system of
bus lanes on all major routes will be needed to
enable buses to flow easily. Travel times would
be halved and this, added to cheaper fares,
would create the incentive to get a |ot of people
omnto buses with the consequences of a better
-environment, a better Dublin and a massive
saving on imported fuel and road building costs.

All this could be achieved without the
introduction of new laws, all that is needed is
the cooperation of all concerned; C.1.E., Dublin
Corporation, the Gardai and the Department of
Transport and the Environment. There has been
very little cooperation to date between these
bodies and none of them have shown any
enthusiasm for the free-bus month, including
C.1.E., the main beneficiary.

Road-building for the private car seems to
be the main preoccupation of Dublin Corpor-
ation and the provision of any kind of facilities
for public transport is not in their interests,
indeed many would say, is anathema to them.
The Department of the Environment has taken
SIX MONTHS to create a simple bye-law to
allow the long awaited and still unready bus-
lane in Parliament Street. Therefore, the
cooperation of these bodies is not to be
expected.

INCHICORE

This is where the Minister for Transport,
Mr. Reynolds, could activate the required spirit
to get this excellent idea off the ground. His
recent speech and his radio interview suggests
that he will introduce controls on cars suf-
ficient to discourage peopie from driving into
the city, and priority measures to speed buses.
Mr. Reynolds describes our absurdly high
proportion of car to bus commuting as a
‘grossly inefficient use of road space and an
unaceptable waste of precious fuel’. The
Minister is new to the job and although, he has
not made any specific proposals or promises,
the only test of his spoken intentions is the
achievement of a proper public transport
system and the saving of Dublin from our
Local Authorities’ road proposals. The
Transport Action Group will observe closely,
and report on any progress, or lack of it in
this field, and we wish the Minister success
in the difficult tasks ahead.

On cue, of course, has come the reaction
from the road iobby. Mr. Ray O’Donoughue
of the Automobile Association has been first,
so far, to criticise Mr. Reynold’s remarks. The
A.A. proclaims the rights of every one of the
city’s 190,000 cars to penetrate to every corner
of the city at any possible time and laments
the non-completion of Dublin and Dun
Laoghaire Corporations’ and Dublin County
Council’s massive road plans. Mr. O’'Donoughue
claims that the Local Authorities of many other
cities have been forced to abandon exper-
imental restriction on private vehicles in city
centres. | am sure that the Administrations of
such cities as Florence, Stockholm, Munich,
and many others would be very surprised to
hear of Mr. O’Donoughue’s theories as private
vehicle restriction has been, is being and will
continue to be an integral part of urban plan-
ning in these cities and is working wall. It will
be remembered that our only experiment with
bus priority in Dublin at Fairview in 1971 was
killed off under pressure from the road lobby
despite the fact that the experiment was a
complete successf— see City Views No. 3.J,
with the acquiescence of Dublin Corporation,

DRUMONDRA

RATHMINES

Dublin is today the only city of one million
people in Europe with absolutely no priorities
for buses anywhere, absolutely no facilities
for cyclists, absolutely nc .estrictions on
private transport, absolutely no properly
pedestrianised streets. To walk or cycle in
Dublin requires the skills of an acrobat, to
travel by bus, the patience of Job. The A.A.,
and the road labby generally, will hava to
realise that Dublin is no longer just a smah
town but a major city and the capitai of the
country. The parochial attitudes which they
espouse, and Dublin Corporation implement,
have got to go. When will these organisations
realise that continuing to use the car for
every possible trip is not alone destroying our
bus system, but is also hindering those drivers
who must use the roads, such as emergency
services, delivery and people who need cars in
the course of their business {not just to and
from work). This attitude is also destroying the
inner city by building new roads and present
road widening, while noise and air pollution
are making life 8 misery for its residents. The
car has an important place in any transport
hierarchy, but we must control it and not have
it controlling us, as is the situation in this
city at present.

Too many reports and studies have been
produced, too much talking has gone on. The
situation is critical and the time to do some-
thing is NOW. The free-bus month shouid be
planned and implemented immediately with a
propér system of bus-lanes and bus-only
streets, plus the provision of a cycleway
system and the pedestrianisation of the
MAJORITY of the downtown shopping and
residential streets. It is up to the Minister,
Mr. Reynolds to get this moving, but it is
also up to you, the readers of this piece, to
push for its introduction by writing to Council-
lors, T.D.s, the newspapers, radio and television
and to us. - TAG at 19 Smithfield. Dublin 7.

MAIN BUS RouTeS
WITH BUS-LANES
(XX XY Y

FREE BUS ZONE

RANELAGH



zlub has a number

% How to Join the Llui
which members may usa.
i ¥ A It vou want to get ¥ the Dubli
WHISTLE: A whistle must be brought as LFyou war & VIR SR
& aaPek g 0 amog and into of county
a safety precaution. =il S bt N
Wicklow every fortnight or so, then
- ’ . ome & to one of the Clu
WATCH & PEN: A wateh is useful and come along to one @ S | EUREE
o —— o - (look out for our postersl
8 biro or waterproof marker 1s essential. - £ e
John Duggan, the Club
See the list on our Noticeboard just ry, who is usually to be found
in C o) o Ry ’
=
‘ t Con-boy!
| think we've got us a Con-boy!
Thera is a doci 1 bad odot . the = B < =
SER N8 decidedly bad odour iIn i The situation at the moment is that
air. It is inte =i =T some sami- : b
S It 1s interprated by soma 1o membars of the public are guite openly
knowing nostrils as "Citizen's Band

(C.B.) and it is growing markedly
stranger in Ireland.
Over the past years and particularly
during the latter six months of 1878,
there has been a noticeable increase in
the number of people acguiring and
oparating C

C.B. sets.

C.B. radios can now be bought quite
easily in a number of Dublin shops for
as little as £150. Indeed, advertise-
mepts offering C.B. eguipment and its
related accessories are to be found
regularly in the Oublin evening news-
papers.

C.B. operation has become samething of

a cult among its devotees. Tn many
Peaple it is a novelty. The whole idea
of actually being "on the air" trans-
mitting and receiving messages to their
fellow operators seems to give them
immense pleasure. Most C.B. units can
broadcast up to a 20 - 30 mile radius.

Operators have developed their own coded
language which enhances the "excitement”.
The conversations carried on between
Users are all too often monotonous and
boring and the chances of hearing or
partaking in an intelligent discussion
are almost nil.

Jargon tends to dominate the transmissions

"breaker-breaker” 10 - 4, "over and out"
"chicken box” being typical examples of
the rather dull transmissions.

The use of C.B. radics for transmitting
is illegal in this country.

A considerable amount of radioc interfer-
ence, much of which is deliberate, is
being caused to licensed users by other
sources”. There is no evidence, so far
to support some views that deliberate
interference is being caused by

licensed stations.

It 15 the unlicensed operator and the
indiscriminate sales of transmitters/
receivers, C.B.s to those persons that
must be stopped. It is essential that
a measure of control be introduced to
stop sales to non licensed holders.

.A”V one may purchase a transmitter/
receiver without any formality whatso-
aver simply by paying cash over the
icounter.

being encouraged to break the law!
Purchasers of C.B. unlts could find
themselves before the Courts. Organis-
ations or individuals that encourage
octhars to break the law are aiding and
abetting. But where does the
responsibility lie? Is it the
manufacturer, advertiser, publisher or
retailer. Certainly, the purchaser
will suffer if he breaks the law, but
let's be realistic, the legalisation of
C.B8. would bring many difficulties.

The problems include when? where?
how? Which frequencies are to be
involved? what power allowed? the cost,
types of emission, what egquipment?
Interference considerations also cause
Concerf.
proportions in both Germany and the
Lhe SLAS

and

what about overcrowding? If ane
a crude rule of thumb by comparing the
U.5.A. with the U.K. somewhat alarming
flgures result. In America there are
approx. 10,000,000 C.B. users and some
250,000 to 270,000 fully licensed
amateurs or hams. Thus, the ratio of
C.B. ugsers to amateurs is 40 FoA T
the same ratio wers projected for the
U.K. it would mean 800,000 C.B. users
all packed into a 0.25 MHz bandwith.
The situation would become a radio
frequency madhouse - unless action is
taken.

Other problems are sven more serious
and could affect Irish workers. peaople
not even interested in C.B. Think -
if a C.B.
be a huge demand for low-priced walkie
talkie type equipment. Imagine the
sheer volume of sets required. Now
think of all the individual components
used to manufacture these sets. Good,
this would mean more work for Ireland
in producing the goods, more work, more
jobs. right? Wrong! The Japanese for
one have already proved themselves
"masters in the areas of marketing this
type of equipment and the design and
manufacture of it in large volume.
Thus, a C.B. in Ireland could offer big
business to overseas manufacturers, no
increase in employment for Ireland hut
a big increase in our import bills.

COMMENTS: §. StoNE

This has reached very serious

takes

opened in Ireland there would

Band may come. Will we
&5 of other countries ¢
gh lack of sensible pre-
ly

mist
throu
blund

mista

and make Bxi

in
all over again?

Lat us make sound preparatians naw anc
let the Government and its' relative

departments recognise that they have ¢
clear duty to plan the event properly.

Isn’'t that why we voted these people
inta Government - or have I got
democracy all wrong?

EUGENE J. MaclV

Trad. Group

A Folk and Traditicnal Group have beer
a part of the Music Society for the
last two years. The Group is made up
af students from different courses dn
the college who came together with the
intention of sharing a common interest
and learning from each other.

There is a meeting 3 times a week in
Room ASl. A mesting usually means a
session where everyone joins in and
lash out common tunes and songs. Last
year the Group were successful in
arganising a couple of Folk Concerts
the Kinema but this year our time has
been occupied in organising a program
which we will be entering in the
Galway RTC Music Festival.

Last year one of the prizes in this

competition was won by Michael 0'Hall
who 1s a final year engineering stude
in Boltaon Street. Michael is enteri
again this year along with five other
members of the Folk Group. The them
chosen this year is a presentatien of
tunes and songs which crept into the
Irish tradition as a result of Irish
participation in the Napoleonic Wars,

New members are welcome to call to AS
most lunch=-haurs.,

Longford House

They said it couldn't be done but
it has been done. Longford House
have finally got their tea-rooms
despite every conceivable set-back.

The demand for a tea-room in
Longford House goes back about
seven years. Since that time they
have been building these tea-rooms
and eventually, although it took
longer than the Irish Life complex,
they have been finished and are now
in operation.

The main purpose of the tea-rooms
at the moment is just to serve tea,
coffee, light snacks etc., and to
do this purpose they are quite well
suited. Although gquite small the
area is quite well laid out, is
clean and bright.

This all leads to it having a nice
cosy atmosphere, most suited to

it's purpose. The only snag is

the prices which, like the main
building, should be lower especially
for tea and coffee.
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Revolution in Iran

It is over a year since the extraordin-
ary popular revolution overthrew the
caorrupt monarchy of the Shah and paved
the way for a republic which was to be
moulded by Ayatollah Khomeini as
"Islam's Republic.” But, apart fraom
frequest media news of the four months
old saga of the hostaged U.S.embassy
staff in Tenran, there have been few
unbiased rzports of that national-
istic revaolution.

In Irarn, for a quarter of a century
people had to put up with a Dictatorship
and systematic persecution, during which
time (as it is now being openly
revealed) torture and murder by the
Shah's secret police, SAVAK, claimed
thousands of lives. Meanwhile, the
natural rescurces of the country ware
either squandered or at best criminally
mismanaged. Although ricnh in il
(having been the oldest oil praducer
and exporter in the Middle East), but
in every other respect, Iran has
remained sadly underdeveloped, to the
extent ‘that today it is desperately
dependant for many things, most
important its basic food, on foreign
imports. And such was the background
to the frustration of millions of
people which turned into a upiversal
fervour for destroying that cancerous
monarcﬁy, in the hope of establishing

a demacratic ana rasponsible state.

But Mationalism is one thing, fanaticism
another and thus, one man's rigid
ambitions has overridden the aspirations
of the millions. Of course, Ayatollah
Khomeini, who up to the reveolution had
already been one of the few top
spiritual and religious leaders for
years, from the uprising of 1378 became
the undisputable leader of the revolut-
ion. This was mainly due to his
previous vocal oppasition to the Shah

(among his fellaw Ayatollahs, who over
the years, had remained generally
silent) was instrumental in the rebell-
ion of 1963 and his subseguent fourteen
years of exile Hence, so far as the
charismatic ﬂyjtolluh Khomeini represe
the natial pride of the Iranian masses
e

he will be supported and upheld in th
light of foreign threat, such as the
United States, even if it is over the
desperate and unreasonable aeizure of

that country's embassy staff. Although
in this episode, the people's humiliated
emotions hava b by memories of

oeen oken
the C.I.A. Angla-

="

s aclive
American coup of 1853 whi
nationalist Premier, Or.
brought back the 1mpn”1t1un of
greedy and degenerate Pahlavi's

dynasty against the will of the people
Embassy Occupation

The pccupation of the U.S5. embassy came
abaut mainly as the result of incre
ing and desperation of any
one vernmental body (let
alone to run the country.
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inability
gffectiv
the

After the revolution, as
feared, the country went berserk.
Gradually, there came a !Frq\d\wﬂ o
the fragile transitional Cahbin
Mr. Bazargan and the i
anarchy. Even crders
Khomeini, frequ
their destinatior
bandits and extrem
increasingly at liberty te rob, mill

and terrorise in the name of the Islamic
revolution. Furthermore, there has
peen a continuing skyrocketing inflat-
ion, shortages of essential commodities
and a very serious unemployment problem
(up to 1/5th of the ten million total
workforce) due to the exodus of
thousands of factory owners, managers
and fareign firms,

had been

Consequently, amid the rapid cynicism
and disenchantmant with the leadership
of the clergy, the militant students
takeover of the U.S5. embassy was a
lessing in disguise for the Ayatollahs,
since this action gave fresh opportunity
for mass mobilisation and emotional
demonstrations (hence diversion of
expectations) all over the country but
after four months of repetitive rhetoric
the revolutionary clergy council has
yet to prove to have mastered the
modern complexities (apart from the
immediate resolving of the embassy
seizure] of running the country
properly, that is beyond sweeping the
most pressing prablems under the prayer
rug.

The New Ruling Class

After one year of the revolution,
clergy, naonetheless,can feel self-
congratulatory. They have turned
Shah’s Foundation into & Foundation
the needy as well as making rates,
glectricity qnd water free to the poor.
To app ft, they have
national panking and insurance

the

the
for

companies. Ironically, the last
action has ated its own chaos which
is a reflectiaon of the whole situation.

the disillusionment still persists
society is witnessing the
smergence of the new ruling class or
"Ayatocracy”. Uvernigrt people were

installed in key pn" 8 in the revolut-
ionary admi n of the State,
whose main qualif ltutluﬂa have been an
abundance of loyal the Ayatollahs
The country has ated, not on
the b of ional methods ar
Econom theo but grimly on some
untried and r fundamentalist view
of Islam, requiri direct interference
of the clergy.

This is now all enshrined in the new
constitution which allows for a

"Velayat Fagih" (government by the
expert in divine lawl. This concept
is acceptable anly in Shia Is
(to which %90 of population belongs)
but within Shia, it is advocated only

lam

Ayataollah Khomeinie as his persanal
doctrine. This concentrates the
highest powers (above the President)
in the hands of the Fagih, and so is
ieading to the supremacy of the clerg
lhence the phrase : Ayataocracy).

The Khomeini's Islamic Ideology not
only strangly opposes the West as a
"lost and corrupt civilisstion”, but
11so denounces the communist regimes
for clearly being athiestic.

Thus,

the enly party clese to Khomeini is the
main Islamic Republican Party (I.R.P.)
which is at the right wing of the Saky

political spectrum and does rally, hy
far, the largest rnumber of followers.
The second party on the right, which
has been less radical and much smaller,
is the Muslim People’'s Republican Party
(MRP} and has mostly the suppart of
Azartaijani's (from the North-west
Province) who uphold Ayatallah
Shariatmadari as their religious leader.

On the left, there are twoc main P
is th "ﬂujahu”edi Khalg”
segks to synthesis Islam with Socialism
and it supposedly has the support of

the President Bani-Sadr. The otrer is
the "Fadayeen Khalg”, a Marxist-Leninist

G

=)

one

Party which operily opposes the Islamic
constitution and Khomeini as its
supreme hegad of state.

After freguent violent clashes between
the IRP and MRP supporters, the latter
was dissolved an the order of Khomeini.
In the centre, the Liberals and ather
maoderate intellectuals such as Mr.
Bazargan (the transitional government
Premier who resigned after the occupat-

ion of the U.5. embassy) are too
inhibited in the present mass hysteria
to rally with thelr minority

supporters.

In the meantime the radical rightwing
followers of I.R.P. frequently and
ruthlessly continue to attack, as they
ne before, not only the leftist
t ,» but any opposition groups, an
-he pretext of destroying anti-
revolutionary plottings. These
gxtremist mobs, with their fascistic
behaviour are sadly reminiscent of the
days af the Shah. They are mostly
made up of sense ess, crazy, bullyboys,
known as the "Hezbollahis” (of God's
Party). Just recently, in protest
against the continuing violent attacks
an the students in Tehran University

Athe largest and always one of the
principal centres of opposition to the
Shahj, Principal and entire
gaverning body resigned. llmvlar
protest actions have alsc been taken,
for similar reascns, in the provincial

Universities of Mashad and Shiraz.
Finally, it would still be too early to
suggest (that is before the freeing of
the U.S. embassy staff and the eventual-
ity of the Tribunal's hearing for the
Shah's condemnation] th the mystery of
the clergy's rule will be overtaken by
some familiar system of government.




In particular the uts i rio
will cause ircreasing hardships for
studants and all those smploy in
t ucatiar system.
Congress Asserts that:
grs, students and small

specially those on the
lanc s& the cuts on the
basi it 1 crigis, for which
thay &are nade to pay, 1is a

of the fin

world-wide, in all
the countries, including
t two most pawerful - the U.S.A.

and the Soviet Union - and is the
direct product af the capitalist
system 1t E

The crisis derives directly fraom

the anarchistic method of capitalist
prouﬁ???gﬁ?——??hm the competition
for markets between the two super-

p and the power-blocks theay

<

h their s=arch far maximum

A and the entire trend of
rnu|upulijriLH af capital whict
stops at nothing including annexat-

ion of whole countries. This is
the danger to world

25 of the whols

5 wall as
spending are

ther areas public
being imposed by the Gavernment to
1 e :t of the capitalist

Ireland. Therefore, the
in Ireland do not have any

real prospect of wringing any con-
cessions from the British and
southern [rish Govermnments without

resolutely waging a sustained,
ncd consistent fight against
gconamic policie

serious

both states’

This fight must be on the basis that:

= cansl
and not by having

in "their concerr
cation”.
and alliance with

support for
all other sections of the
who are fighting the

people

cuts especially the industrial
work ] and
sma lianc

is
the ents demands for
just and equitable education

can only be n with the caomplete
the capitalist
system for one, which genuinely
serves the interests and needs

of the working

overthrow o

out

cauge
a serious force which
- students struggles
more powerful and provides
maximum apportunity for its
SUCCess.

Cautions that:

The cuts in education are not a
departure by the present governments
from the policies of previous
governments. The cuts have been
taking place in many ways, both
overt and covert, for many years

but especially since the onset of
the latest international crisis of
capitalism in 1874/'75.

It is important for students to note

that:

In the main, all impraovemsnts in
education (such as the expansion of
the technological sector, in the
south, in the s and early 70's)
have always been at the behest of

the menopoly industrialists and
bankers and the state administration.

he goal of industry and financial
institutions is to make maximum
profits and the capitalist states’
g, in all of this, is to facil-
itate this search for profits by
providing huge grants, tax cencess-
ions, infrastructure and trained
personnel. Thus, the education
system, as they exist in Ireland,

at the moment, only caoincidently
have anything in common with the
needs of the students or the working
people of this country. The
education system is so organised as
Lo maintain the status quo and is

way, setting out to

ndent

nature

2 Unian

immediate

ble
of

with le
les, posters in
meetings etc., and tec seek
the support of the workers for aour
own specific demands.

Congress Revises:

former programme of U.S.I.which
is embodied in the slogans:

(al "Democratisation of Education”.
(b} "Education is a right not a
privilege"”.

(c) "Access to Education” (meaning
for the working class).
For, while we should make education

genuinely democratic and ensure that
the nary people are brought into
third 1 education (by breaking
down the financial barriers and
improving primary and sscondary

2d an), these slogans can NEVER
achieve these just demands.

icatl

an we make =sducation mcre
demoeratic or enable the children
from working class backgrounds to
BeT third-level education except
by FIGHTING THE GOVERNMENT'S CUTS
IN EDUCATION? How can we broaden
educational opportunity and give
real democratic life to the
students without mobilising the
students to demand the EXPANSION OF
STATE SPENCING ON EDUCATION?

The problem with the existing
slogar "Oemocratisation of
Education”, "Education is a Right
not a Privilege", "Access to
Education", is that they are
liperal and reformist slogans.
What we need are fighting demands
which are the only way to achieve
aims which we all want to
alised.
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So these slogans will be replaced
by the following programme:

A. "Fight the Cuts in Education
Spending”.

B. "Make the Rich Pay for State
Education”.

C. "College Education for the
Woeking People”.

By adopting these slogans we ars
adopting a programme which can
REALISTICALLY advance the goals
which we all desire for a more
democratic education system, because
they embody a definite demand



that the Government should drop its
policy of education cuts, and
should continue and escalate the
expansion of the education system
eraby improve the quality of
ing facilities and to expand
them to include places for as many
of the children of the working
people as desire third-level
aducation.

and t

Congress therefore Mandates the
Officers to:

Implement the programme above: Dy
developing suitable tactics to
force the governments to conceds
the demands of the students and
people for adequate finance for the
education system.

This is to include:

{a) Actions of solidarity with all
other sections of the working
people in the fight against the
cute and for other reforms such
as the PAYE struggle.

{b) Open support of a practical
nature for the workers struggles
where the most important thing
is that the issue is just rather
than whether these struggles are
declared "official” or not.

(c) Mobilising the students for an
assault on the governments'
policies through regional con-

ferances, rallies which have as
their main aim the explanation
of the nature of the struggle
and the building of unity
amongst the student masses.

(d) Leading sustained actions which
are directed against the
Governments in the first place
through such tactics as
frequent (once a week]) and
unannounced (to the state)
demonstrations for a period of
four to six weeks at a time;
week-end rallies in public parks
and squares, with a programme of
meetings, speeches, discussions
and leafletting; a countrywide
campaign to take our case to the
working people by means of good
factual leaflets and postering.

This motion will be discussed
and amanded ,

Every day, almost without exception,
some students or staff members has a
gar stolen or vandalised; or their
bicycle or motorbike lifted.

This happens both outside and in=
side the college's official parking
Arsas. This is pot a tolerahle
situation.

The Insurance companies simply make
lots of money from this state of
affairs since fully comprehensive
insurance is beyond most peoples’
packets. The college either can't
or won't insure against such theft
on its' property. The Gardail will
spare no expense on protecting the
property of the banks, even using
the army far this purpose since it
is in this area that large losses
are suffered by insurancs companies
and the State. But when it comes
to the persconal property of the
individual, provided you are not a
millionaire, the Gardail seem to
have no trouble putting parking
tickets on cars but little of this
effort goes into protecting the
same cars from theft.

The following preventative or
insurance measures can be taken:-

2. Chain securely front and rear
eels, including the frame,to
railings or better still in
bicycle park.

Insure bicycles and motorbikes
for theft through Progressive
Insurance = the Insurance Co.
of the Union of Students in
Ireland.

4. Extra insurance cover over and
above your own policy can be
obtained from P.M.P.A. through
their fexploitative) 'new’
scheme.

(%]
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Ihese things are well known already
but some people don't take precaut-
ions although everybody is well
aware of the type of society we
live in.

It has been discovered that one of
the techmigues, used by the bicycle
thieves is to put an extra lock on
somebody's bicycle so that they can
came back and steal it at night from
the bicycle shec A chain is no
guarantee of protection since a

bolt cutters will cut through most
tyvpes available.

cars

The stealing of
seems to be for the purpose

of "fun rides” and plain vandalism;
while bicycles are stolen for
monay 1n an organised way. {(Incid-
entally, many hundreds of bicycles
ara recovered and kept in Kevin St.
Garda Station and never reclaimed.
They are auctionad offtwice a year
Look theve first! A recard IJ.I" i

your bicycle number helps.

Students hard hit by bicycle thefts

It seems that the culprits are
mainly local youth who work in
groups of three to seven and have
attacked both Porters and students
who challenge them. They range in
age from 9 - 19 or so. The problem
is part of the overall problem of
the anti people nature of the
sgeiety we live in. The answer is
not to simply beat up a number of
these youth =ince for one thing it
might start & campaign of terror
against the students in the colleges
and for another it isn't enough. It
is, however, entirely justified to
vigorously oppose the thieves even
giving a good thrashing to anyone
caught stealing - but this has to
be combined with an attempt to
unite with the people living around
the college in the flat complexes.

The young people, especially, are
largely denied education; see the
college as a State institution of
the rich (which it isl); are
constantly being attacked and
harassed by the Gardai and are
resentful against the conditions of
unemployment etec., which is their
lot. It wouid be a mistake to beat
up some kids purely and simply
since they would see no difference
between this and what the Gardai
da. It has to be explained tao
them (and the local people] why
such & thing has happened - before-
hand. Alsa, we have to make the
youth see that there is a big
difference between the bike of a
student and the Rolls of a
millionaire. The theft of the
first is not acceptable while the
latter doesn’'t bother any decent
person since millionaires are the
real parasites in this society that
cause the problems we are suffering
from.

To tackle the 1lssue we ot break
down Lhe isolation of the college
from the local community. This
does not mean "do-goody” social

work but a genuine programme of
working with the local peaple an

all sorts of issues such as their
housing needs, recreations,education
etc.

The writer of this article suggests
that a first step would be for a
number of students to get together
and write a leaflet explaining our
view on the thefts and the overall
problem. This should also mention
the fact that if 1t continues the
culprits will be punished and not
by calling the Gardai either. A
local meeting with the people
ghould be called in the college &
discuss the issue.

LAYOUT ¢
NEIL SWORDE ,
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