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The Newspaper of the
Dublin Institute of
Technology Students’ Union

September 1998

Having  obtained
much-fought-for col-
lege places this sum-
mer our studenis now
face the added
prospect of hunting
much-fought-for
accommodation. To
call the present situa-
tion an ‘accommoda-
tion crisis’ is almost
risible, as it has gone
far beyond that at this
stage.

Dublin Corporation,
for example, have
experienced the enor-
mous increase of
between 3,000 and
5,000 on the waiting

Cearbhall O Siochain

list for local authority
housing in the past two
years.

Ciaran Maurphy,
Director of the housing
research and advice
body, Threshold, told
The DIT Examiner that
Threshold have been
using the term ‘“crisis’
with regard to the gen-
eral accommodation
situation for the past
number of months
now, and not just in
relation to the stu-
dents’ scenario. He
denies that landlords,
specifically, were to
blame, or that we are

faced with the re-emer-
gence of a landlord

class or society in
Ireland. “There’s just
not enough housing to
go around, that’s the
main problem.
Landlords can charge
what they like, and
will discriminate as
they see fit. Homeless
and health services are
stretched to their limits
in trying to cope.”
Some of the landlord
discrimination is evi-
denced in subtle (and
not-so-subtle) newspa-
per ads, such as “Suit

more pb

Freshers’ Delight

Dublin Institute of Technology’s new
Freshers' are currently enjoying the fruits
ol their Leaving Cert labour in the salu-
brious confines of the DIT sites across
the capital. Having overcome the
vicious competition for third-level
places, in-coming first year students
were pleasantly surprised by what they
found waiting for them in college.

Owen McCorry, who opted for the
Electronic Technician course in Kevin
Street, was particularly pleased with the
sports facilities of the Gym and the
Swimming Pool. As a life guard in
Cavan's Slieve Russell Hotel, a pool in
which to train during the week is practi-
cally essential for him.

Owen will, of course be ready to get
stuck into the drink when the need aris-
es, but for the moment he was content
to take in the introductory talks, tours,
and events of the first few days of third
level life, including the appearance of
Murphy's Laughter Lounge all-stars, lan
Coppinger and Daragh O’ Briain. “The
two comedians were excellent, they
were really funny.”

Aine McNulty and Angela Quinn, two
Dubliners studying Computer Science in
Kevin Street, found their first few days
in the Institute quite impressive. “It's
not too bad," says Aine, ‘it seems fine.”
Anything they didn't like about the
place? “Ask us in a few days time!”

Seenic Mobile 50
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The DIT Examiner

Students’' Union, Ground Floor, DIT Kevin St., Kevin St., D8.
Ph: 402 4636 Fx: 478 3154

Abuses of Power

The bombing of Omagh this summer wis a huge tuming point in the history of this
bhndfuranumberdmn,mlmrdwﬁdtw&eahundiﬁm&hwnmdﬂm
with which it was met in hard line circles.

Less obviously, it was a tuming point in the practice of riudmlﬁcmmnet.
Our present, Zero Tolerance, government has displayed unbelievable right-wing renden-
cies in introducing new laws which mmper with the right to silence and the pruumpmm

of innocence.
Paliticians even admitted that the (ndlmlnw.) one day the Dail had to debate the new

lc_gislation Wi lnm!ﬁcilunt, yet t_hcy arill p‘wu:d the bill. These are the 'penpie who run
our country, and by their own admission they're not even sure what they're doing half
the time.

One could even arpue that this new legislation was entirely unnecessary, #s the hand tin-
ers had ulrendy decided to puck-tn their "field aperations’ and killing sprees for enirely
different reasons than a fear of the new heavy-handed measures o dapture them and athe
ers of their ilk. The Provisional IRA had ‘wnrmed’ the Real IRA off further activities, &
much more effective, if alightdy illegal, method of ensuring compliance-

Bertie and Tony, champions of the Peace Process, couldn's stop yakking about how
‘Draconian’ (le extremely tough) the new laws were; as though over-the-top, extreme
measures were something to be proud of:

The most important thing now is ro ensire thar Guildford Four / Birmingham Six right-
1o-the-top cock-ups don't start huppening here. Don't let the guards bugster this up by
abusing these rushed laws which effectively give government a greater excuse to intrude
on the lives of individualy.

While continuing to harp on endlessly about people in positions of power | would alsp
urge you o keep up rodare with the finctions and work of your Studenes” Union. Don't
be afraid 1o put questions to your elecred representatives, they are here as those demoera-
tically chosen collectively by you, the student body. They are paid todo far you
Welcome all y'all. This is your newspaper. Fill it

Cearbhall O Siochdin

The ntwemrm:nt fat cat staring smugly at us.

EpITOR Cearbhall O Siochdin EAGARTHOR
Lavour ChaOS LEAGAN AMACH
Add water -- makes it’'s own sauce.
Thanks to Paul O'Loughlin-Kennedy
Printed by Maypark,
Ashbourne, Co. Meath.

Clarifications .
Should you see any inaccuracies printed In any Issue of The DIT
Examiner you should contact the Editor immediately. The matter will be
reviewed and any necessary changes made.

October Deadline: Fri 2 Oct

So apart from being the largest
students’ union in the country

What has Dltsu ever done for me?

Well we organise and provide:

+ FRESHERS/ARTS/WELFARE/RAG WEEKS

+ COMPREHENSIVE SUBSIDISED ENTS.

+ FREE WELFARE ADVICE

+ FREE FINANCIAL ADVICE

+ HELP WiTH COURSE PROBLEMS

+ HELP WiTH GRANT PROBLEMS

+ HELP AND RESOURCES FOR CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

+ FREE STUDENT NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES

+ REPRESENTATION WITHIN THE COLLEGE, WiTHIN DIT
GOVERNING Bopy AND NATIONALLY

+ CAMPAIGNS ON ISSUES LIKE STUDENT HARDSHIP,
ACCOMMODATION AND SAFETY, LIBRARY
FAcILITIES, CATERING

+ RAISES THOUSANDS FOR CHARITY THROUGH RAG WEEK

+ 2ND HAND BOOK SERVICE

+ PuBLISHES FREE YEARLY HANDBOOK AND WELFARE MANUAL

+ DETAILED ACCOMMODATION LiST AT START OF EVERY YEAR

+ INTEREST FREE WELFARE LOANS

+ USIT CaArps

+ CHEAP PHOTOCOPYING

+ SU SHoP wiTH WIDE RANGE OF PRoDUCTS AT COMPETITIVE
PRICES

+ SECRETARIAL SERVICE, PAST ExAM PAPERS AND FAX SERVICE

+ PooL TABLES AND ViDEO GAMES

+ PaypHONE IN SU OFFICE

+ ConpoM MACHINES IN TOILETS

+ FRESHERS, HALLOWEEN, CHRISTMAS, RAG, EASTER, LAST
CHANCE BALLS

4+ FASHION SHow

+ BEER PROMOTIONS

+ CHEAP PAssPORT PHOTOS

+ FRESHERS WELCOME PACKS

+ PosTtAL ADDRESS FACILITY

+ AND ANYTHING ELSE YOU WANT US TO DO!

Ditsu

RUN BY STUDENTS FOR STUDENTS
SO GET INVOLVED!

IT's YOUR STUDENTS' UNION.

The Word Shop

Typing Service for CVs, Theses, Projects
All Laser Printed

Past Exam Papers

Students’ Union, Ground Floor, DIT Kevin Street.
Mon-Fri 9:30 - 1:00 and 2:00 - 4:30
Just ask for Marie
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Lettuce
2D Editor

Dear Editor,

Just a short nore to let
you know that we've been
watching you and the mad
craic that you get up to with
that computer of yours. We
guess you think you're very
clever, even cunming, and
that you've been sent here
to rescue us all from literary
oblivion, or maybe Evian.
Well you take it from us,
buster, that some of us out
here are wide to your
capers, we have you sussed,
boy. (No, we're not from
Cork, but we mean busi-
ness.)

As you so delightfully
outlined in many’s an edito-
rial last year, your plans ro
invade the DIT and annex
the Studentenland won't
wish with us, you bad git.

Any lettice sent to the Examiner for the attention of the

Editor sheuld be clearly marked. Ni

L

mbarbh. Sending dead leruee 1o the
no. Tig libh scriobh ching an seoladh se
The Editor,
DIT Examines,

Stdenes” Linlon,,
Grround Floor,
DIT Kevin St

[hablin 5.

For as long as there are
ropes, crampons and crash-
helmets we will launch vig-
orous and full-scale attacks
on your ground-floor
bunker, where you sit and
eat Twinkies (imported at
great expense and paid for
directly from your bulging
expense account in
Geneva) and smugly make
up fictional crap from

the

Furthermore, [ feel it is my

around globe.
duty to inform you that the
stunt you pulled last May
with the combine and the
monkey won't cut any ice
here either. Sure, the aver-
age Joe Student might fall
for it, but not us. Finally,
the ultimatum. Our ultima-
tum to you, buddy, is that
unless you ger your spit

together, stop cranking out

DUBLIN INSTTUTE OF TECHNOLOGY STUDENTS UNION

Jow Moty Presbdent Bokton Soeet
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Burvie Oy Cwputy Presichont, Bolton Street

ROSS O'DALY
Overall DITSU
President

WHAT YOUR, UNIO X
e you

shilactar le haom leitis
zdifor 15 a stnct no-

o' f leanas

-

loads of made-up guff and
nonsense, and give us some-
thing decent to read of a
Thursday night, we’ll be
the

whereabouts of your ‘secret’

forced to disclose
Twinkie stash just beside
where yer man left the Beit
paintings. Yeh, you know
we know. You bet. You do.
You. Yeah.

BLUTE
Brethren of the Long
Unseen Tryptich Epiphany

(And could you send us a
copy of the March issue
with the knitting partern
for Carrie On Crowley’s
double-knit

sweater - the one she wears

marvellous

on Pot Luck? Cheers, you're
a star. Don’t forgee our ulti-

matum, now. )
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The Overall’s

Overview

To one and all on behalf of the
DIT Students’ Union [ wel-
come you. One may perceive
this as the start of a long and
arduous task but in reality 1t is -
simply a moment of time in the
event of your life.

The DIT Students’ Union is
the finest in the country with a
unique structure to match a
unique Institute. We have
developed a relationship with
all our partners in the field in
order to ensure we can provide
the best service and support possible.
From the training of our Officers in the
Summer to the Inductions process for our
first years and the Freshers’ Week for
everybody we continue to collaborate
and communicate with every group and
element in DIT.

The first, foremost and most crucial step
we should take as an organisation should
be to elect our Class Representatives.
These are the key to a successful
Students’ Union by virtue of their partic-
ipation. In order to have a voice and con-
trol of the running and administering of
your funds you need to access the Student

Ross O’ Daly
DITSU
Overall President

Representative Assembly (SRA)
or DITSU Council. Don't stand
outside the fence and expecrt to
be listened to, come into the
garden and pull a weed!

Accommodation, finance, bus
routes and all the other issues
affecting students at this time of
year are the priority of the
Students’ Union. Why struggle
alone when you finance a ser-
vice of experts in the field? Pull
one of the eleven sabbatical
officers or one of the twenty
staff aside and let us help you with your
problems.

'y m-\'

Finally I would like to state the apprecia-
tion of the DIT Students’ Union for all
the efforts and sacrifices made by those
who actually did their bit to plan, arrange
and execute the Induction programme.
Some day the value of your efforts will
sing loud in the name of quality service to
an ever thankful student body.

Enjoy your year and many another after
that!

Ross O'Daly

For Students wiih
more sense than
money!

CHECK-OUT BUS EIREANN FOR:

€ Great Value Fares
@ Choice of Services
®Nationwide Network

@®Bus Eireann tickets on sale at Student Union Shops.

Sample Student Return Fares*

Ballina £10.00 | Donegal
Belfast £11.50 | Galway

Cork £13.50 | Kilkenny
Derry £11.90 | Limerick

£12.00 | Sligo £10.00
£0.00 Tralee £13.850
£5.00 Waterford £8.00
£10.00 | Wexford £8.00

*Students must be in poases=ion of a valld L.S.1.C and C.1.E Travelsave Stamp to avail of student laree

USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS
Timetable/ Fares Information (01) 836 6111
Group Travel on Scheduled services (01) 703 2426
Coach Hire for outings and events (01) 703 2574

Internet http://www.infopoint.ie /buse
e-mail buse@cie.iol.ie

By e
BUS EIREANN

A bty of Obrme lompary Pl sann e
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Aontas na Mac Léinn in Eirinn

An Coiste

Cruinnii: Comhaltas na Mac Léinn,
Ollscoil na Gaillimhe
2:30 in, Domhnach, 6 Mein Fomhair

[ lathair:

Julian de Spainn, Qifigeach Gaeilge, AMLE

Néra Ni Laighin, Oifigeach na Gaceilge, Coliiste
Phédraig

Aine Ni Dhuil, Oifigeach na Gaeilge, Coldiste
Mhuire [

Bébhinn Ni Riagdin, Ollscoil Bhaile Atha Cliath
Macdara O Cuaig, OF, Gaillimh.

Sinéad Ni Bhradaigh, Coldiste Phéadraig

Muireann Nic an Ri, Oifigeach na Gaeilge, IT
Gaillimh is Maigh Eo

Darren O Rodaigh, Ollscoil Chathair Bhaile Atha
Cliath

Leithscéalta:

Ath Luain

Ollscoil Ulaidh — Sedn Gallagher

Darren MacCallig — Oifigeach Oideachais

Michedl O Scathaill, Oifigeach na Gaeilge, OE,
Gaillimh.

1) Dxirt Julian go raibh airgead leath-
ghealta ag iar-uachtarin AMLE, Colman
Byme 6n HEA do mhaoiniu d’oifigeach
lin-aimseartha Gaelach ag AMLE. O shin i
leith nior chualamar aon rud én HEA. Ta
Julian ag iarraidh frea-
gra a fhail trid Dermot
Lohan, Uachtarin nua
AMLE, a  bhfuil
suiochdin aige ar an
HEA faoin scéal ach go
bhfuil an préiséas
mall.

2) T4 scéim ag Bord na -  Dermot Lohan
Gaeilge faoi lathair eciiprail
8

ciste de £500,000 a chur ar fdil do 5 thionsc-
namh éagsila a chuirfidh an dithean-
gachas chun cinn ar feadh tréimhse tri
bliana. T4 iarratas 4 chur isteach ag AMLE,
ina measc td maoinii d’oifigeach lan-aim-
seartha, imeachtai ndisitiinta a chur ar sitl,
traendil d’aontais na mac léinn ar fud na
hEireann i leith na Gaeilge, laethannta
eolais a chur ar fiil ins na coldisti, béim
nios mé ar choldisti pdirt a ghlacadh san
Oireachtas, sa tSeachtain Ghaelach.

3) Thug Julian é6raid ag UOS faoin méid ata
bainte amach ag feachtas na Gaeilge i
mbliana is thug sé céip déibh foi phlean
na Gaeailge amach anseo is na spriocanna
a bhi a leagadh sios againn. Bhi ar gach
ionadai ann foirm i leith na Gaeilge ina
geoldisti féin a lionadh amach is phléamar
na freagrai a thugadar.

4) De bharr cinneadh a chuaigh trid

Cultdrtha

chomhdhiil ndisiinta AMLE ti an véta
céanna ag oifigeach pairt-aimseartha
(Oifigeach na Gaeilge, Oifigeach
Timpeallachta...) is atd ag oifigeach lin-
aimseartha. Ciallaionn sé sin go mbeidh
nios mé tabhachta ag Oifigeach na Gaeilge
i dtéarmai cinnidh méra.

5) T4 gealliint faighte againn 6 Bhord na
Gaeilge go dtabharfaidh siad 50% d’aon
chostas traenala d’oifigigh AMLE né
oifigeach lan-aimseartha in aon cholaiste
ar chirsa deireadh seachtaine né cursa
seachtainial. 3

6) Bheartaiomar i mbliana, do na colaisti a
bhionn Seachtain Gaelach acu roimh
Nollag, na daitai céanna don tSeachtain
Ghaelach a phiocadh. Beidh An tSeachtain
Ghaelach néisiinta d’AMLE ar siil 9-13
Deaireadh Fémhair. Socraiodh go mbeidh
imeachtai naisitinta don tSeachtain sin, i
nGaillimh is Baile Atha Cliath go priomha,

Beidh An tOireachtas ar siil Deireadh
Fémhair - 1 Samhain i dTra Li, Co.
Chiarrai. Tdimid ag suil le beagnach 200
macléinn an deureadh seachtaine sin.
Fuaireamar margadh speisialta 6 stiarthoir
an Oireachtais, Liam O Maolaodh — ticéad
don deireadh seachtaine ar £5. Beidh deis
againn freisin Comhdhdil Seasta na
Gaeilge d’AMLE a chur ar sidl i rith an
Oireachtais nuair a thoghfar Oifigeach na
Gaeilge.

8) Beidh 5 Oifeagach na Gaeilge go
réigiunda i mbliana.

Oifigeach an Deiscirt

Oifigeach an Tuaiscirt

Oifigeach an Iarthair — Macdara O Cuaig
2 Oifigeach de Cheantar Bhaile Atha
Cliath

Caithfear iad seo a thoghadh ag cruinnithe
oifigitla réigitinda de chuid AMLE

9) Luaigh Julian gur féidir linn Gael-
Phacaiste a chur ar fdil do na coldisti ina
mbeidh eolas faoi imeachtai, smaointi faoi
chonas an Ghaeilge a chur chun cinn ins na
colaisti srl.

Beidh an chéad cruinnii eile ag an gCoiste
Cultirtha ar sidl 4 Deireach Fémhair in
oifigi AMLE i mBaile Atha Cliath ag 3in.
Failte roimh chach.

*Agus sinn ag dul chun na clédéiri leis an
eagran seo, ni raibh rud ar bith breise
cloiste againn 6n HEA. :
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Rubbish: Dublin’s Biggest Export?

DUBLIN is facing a litter crisis this month in
the light of a decision by Fingal County
Council not to accept any more commercial
waste from the City’s three local authorities.

At a recent meeting Fingal councillors
announced that they were sick of having to take
responsibility for all of Dublin’s rubbish, while
the Government dithers over implementing an
effective Waste Management Plan.

The decision will come into effect in about
a months time, pending a report on the finan-
cial, environmental and legal implications
which it will have, requested by County
Manager Willie Soffe.

As well as the ban on commer-
cial waste, the councillors voted to
only accept domestic waste at a level
no greater than that which was
deposited at the dump on the week
commencing August 31, 1998.

About 70 per cent of the com-
mercial and domestic waste which
originates in the city ends up in a
massive dump at Balleally, near
Lusk in North County Dublin, lead-
ing to considerable local anger as
people feel that they are being
forced to take responsibility for
other people’s rubbish.

Brendan Walsh

sustainable development on an individual
level, with,the slogan, “Think globally, act local-
ly.”

Despite a lack of Government funding,
GAP are slowly spreading their message and
breaking down Irish people’s inexplicable
resistance to recycling as more and more house-
holds sign up for their 14 week programme.

Residents of Lusk and Rush, beside the
Balleally dump, are also insistent that Dublin
Corporation originate a new approach which
does not involve driving their waste twelve

Untreated and publicly-dumped litter would cause immediate and cataclysmic heafth problems.

option, a choice which has ‘shocked’ local resi-
dents. :
Such is the pressure on the Government to
keep the dump open, they have bent their own
rules to do so. The Balleally dump was due to
close down in 31 December 1997 after an affi-
davit was lodged before Mr Justice Barr in the
High Court the previous year.

However the tip remained open for busi-
ness, and the amount of rubbish going into it
continued to increase dramatically.

Fingal Green Party Councillor David Healy
outlined the sheer scale of the increase, point-
ing out that 800,000 tonnes of rubbish
were dumped in Balleally in 1992.
Currently that figure stands at just
under two million tonnes and rising,.

The dramatic increases prompted
Fingal Councillors to commission MC
O’Sullivan, a firm of private consul-
tants, to find an alternative site for a
dump, directing them not to consider
Balleally as a possible site. The report,
mentioned above, came back with the
Balleally dump as their second option.

Currently there are plans to site a
rubble recycling plant on the estuary.
This is a commercial undertaking, and

in contravention of EU Directives.

The dump, which is located in
Rogerstown Estuary, has been in existence for
27 years and local residents are campaigning
for it to be closed down without delay.

However, as the city grows, so does its rub-
bish problems, and a report commissioned by
Fingal County Council suggests the creation of
a new 300 acre ‘super-dump’ at Tooman to cater
for the increased waste coming from the greater
Dublin area.

The proposed dump, if it goes ahead, will
involve the compulsory purchase of several
houses and, as you can imagine, local reaction
to the idea has been less than enthusiastic.

‘This is everybody’s problem. The
Government do not have a proper waste man-
agement strategy and communities in Fingal
are suffering as a result,” according to Sarah
Harmon from the Tooman Anti-Dump
Committee.

‘Instead of building an incinerator, and con-
centrating on recycling initiatives their short-
term solution is to open these dumps, which
will cost the taxpayer a lot more money in the
long run.’

This view is echoed by people such as
Celine Horner, an administrator with Global
Action Plan (GAP). This group tries to promote

miles up the road and unceremoniously dump-
ing it on somebody else’s doorstep.

Locals feel that the dump is already having
a negative effect on the land and water around.
Perhaps the best description of the dump and
its effects comes from Rena Condrot, a member
of the Rogerstown Estuary Anti-Dump
Campaign Team (REACT):

‘Balleally is an unsealed, uncontained
mountain of rubbish approximately five times
larger than Stephen’s Green and almost half the
height of the new Hogan Stand in Croke Park.

‘It is estimated that Balleally discharges
over 110,000 tonnes of slime, sludge and
leachate from the rotting matter into the estuary
each year,” she says. Ms Condrot links this to a
deterioration in the quality of beaches at
Portrane, Rush, Loughshinny, Skerries and
Balbriggan.

“Where we should have tourism we are
developing dumps and rubble-recycling plants.
The (Balleally) dump is placed in an estuary
which is also an Area of Scientific Interest,” she
explains.

If the dump proposals at Tooman do not go
ahead, Fingal County Council,s own report rec-
ommends that Balleally be chosen as a second

REACT members feel that once the
Ballymun flat complex is demolished, the situ-
ation will get worse before it gets better.

Whatever else happens the protesters are
adamant that they will fight plans to either
open a new dump at Tooman or extend the
existing one at Balleally, ‘to the bitter end.’

As well as calling on the Government to
implement a proper Waste Management
Programme, they point out that it is up to every-
one to do their part by starting to recycle and
becoming more responsible in their attitudes to
litter.

You can find out more about Global Action
Plan by phoning them at 873 3993 or e-mailing
them at gap@indigo.ie
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professional couple..”, merely a euphemism for
“..if you're not working, you're not welcome..”.

Should the government intervene and cap
rents?

“There is no political will for that kind of
thing,” Murphy explains. “But without immedi-
ate short-term measures, we’ll be faced with a
much more serious situation in the next five to
fifteen years.” Ominous words, considering that
for many right now, it can hardly get worse.

Fintan McNamara, of the Irish Property
Owners Association, concurs with Murphy, that
the biggest single difficulty facing the popula-

tion at the moment is the lack of places available

to rent. The DIT Examiner put it to him that there
is the danger of the re-emergence of a landlord
class in Ireland.

“Not at all. In fact, landlords are moving into
the upper bracket, where tenants are more reli-
able. They are also moving to London, where,
believe it or not, property is less expensive, and
the tax regime is much more favourable.”

He seems positive on the topic of whether
landlords have, or should have, any moral oblig-
ation to citizens. “Of course, the interests of the
client, without whom the business would not
exist, are always kept to the fore, indeed we give
guidelines to our members frequently on such
matters.” There are, he suggests, a few measures
which could be taken to halt the trend of increas-
ing prices and lack of rented accommodation, the
main one being a curb on speculation when it
comes to the housing market. He condemns pre-
sent government short-term moves as having a
lack of balance and of offering no protection to
landlords against loss. The recent Bacon report
into the housing crisis was flawed, McNamara
claims, in that it focused only on the rented sec-
tor, a factor which could not possibly do justice
to the whole picture. Distinctions must also be
made between the various types of accommoda-
tion so as to efficiently scrutinize the problem
and attempt to remedy it.

The greatest worry now is that, with 80% of
landlords not registered with any government
authority, the ability to monitor their behaviour
will be lost. Until the government decides to
take responsibility for the circumstances which
brought about the current situation, we will have
to face the threat of impending housing chaos
across the board, and that means bad news for
students, in one of the weakest financial posi-
tions to deal with it.

Check your local Students’ Union for
details concerning help and advice
regarding accommodation matters.

Ten Things To Do When
You're a Homeless Student

Ruth Delany

The lack of rental houses and the high cost involved has been widely documented in recent
times. Now that the start of the college year is upon us again this situation is certain to deterio-
rate. So, instead of continuing to discuss the problem further — here are ten ideas to help over-
come the crisis.

1. The most obvious solution is to scan the family tree, quickly
become acquainted with any form of relative who lives in the
Dublin area and move in immediately. This is not the ideal situation
as it will mean you cannot lead the student life in the drunken and
disorderly student fashion. It will, however, tide you over until i
something more suitable becomes available. Gn

An Oige

Irish Youth
Hostel Association

2. The number and quality of youth hostels has improved over the
past few years in Dublin. This option would be very suitable for a
month or so as they are very central and reasonably priced.

61 Mountjoy Street,
Dublin 7

3. Live-in acommodation with a Dublin family is becoming more I
Telephone: (07) 830 4555

common. Usually the accommodation is only available 5 days a Eesimlle:
: , T ; simile: (01) 830 5808
week, which doesn’t allow for much of a social life in Dublin but E-malt: grioige@iol e

has many advantages, ie cooked meals provided. Website
hitp://www.irelandyha.org

A

HOSTELLING
INTERNATIONAL

4. Mosney holiday centre is planning to open all year round to pro
vide student accommodation. Despite being based in Co. Meath, it
is only a 40 minute train ride to Dublin, making it a possibility to
consider.

For further information
.on any of these

h products and services,
contact ¥s at the above

addresses and numbers

5. Scan college noticeboards for house
and house-sharing availabilities.

6. Be prepared to travel — look further
afield than just the area around your

Houses in the greater Dublin are can be cheaper and easier to
find.

7. Check lpcal shops and supermar
kets for housing notices.

RENTING
FOR THE
FIRST TIME

8. If you are prepared to pay a small
fee, accommodation agencies can
be halpful as they tend to have a
larger selection than newspapers.

- 9. Get friends to ask their landlords if they have any other ' FINDING A FLAT

houses available to rent. _SHARING
FLAT HUNTING CHECKLIST

10. If you've tried every other option, train in becoming a r
professional scrounge and get acquainted with all your class X
mates by staying with each for a week. a

Be Warned — when going to view a house
ensure to be there at least an hour before
the scheduled viewing time. .

college, which is guaranteed to be saturated with house-hunters.
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BATHMAN: LOOKING FOR A PLUG

The Background......

The Fuji Film Scholarship is organised in the form of a
competition, whereby film colleges and institutes in the
UK and Ireland submit scripts, a number of which are
selected to receive funding in the form of free
film stock, sound stock, processing and nega-
tive cutting. The college provides support by
providing camera, sound and lighting equip-
ment; and editing facilities. The students
have to produce a high-quality short film of
between 10 and 15 minutes. In August the
finished films are screened before a panel of
jukges and evaluated on the basis of script,
camera-work, editing, sound, art direction
etc. A pala award ceremony is held at BAFTA §
in London at the end of September, at which
the winners are presented with cheques, tro-
phies and certificates.

The Crew......

This year the Faculty of Applied Arts in DIT Aungier St.
received word that Matt Byrne's script Bathman had been
selected and there was immediate interest from both staff
and students in the project. Bathman was crewed from
film students from the postgraduate film course and 4th
vear Communications, under the supervising eve of
Executive Producer Grainne O’ Rourke of the Media

Production Unit. Written and directed by Matthew
Byrne and produced by Janice Toomey and Helen
O'Driscoll, the fusion of the two film classes provided the
production with the best pool of talent available.

The production was designed by Gillian O’Connor and lit
by Johnny Richardson and Anne Boyle. The film was
edited by Berni Stack. The crew consisted of Iseult
O’Siochain (Assistant Director), Gail Weadick (Location

ICONS

Manger), Anne Warter (Production Assistant); camera
operator Nodlag Houlihan, focus puller Eoin O’Connor,
sound recordist Neil McQuillan, boom op. Dan O’ Hara
and post-production sound by Aidan O’ Connor. Jakob
von Conrady provided the still photography, and Neil Mc
Quillan doubled up as publicity manager.

The Plot........

Bathman is described by director Mart Byrne as ‘a
tragedy in sixteen parts’, and comes with the sound-byte
friendly tag-line “IN THE TUB NO-ONE CAN HEAT
YOU WAZ.” The story hinges on a struggle between a
grandfather (Gus) and his adult grandson (Max), as Max
desperately attempts to gain entry to his bathroom; in
which Gus is busily preparing to re-experience his birth.
The story also involves Ruprecht the dog and a Psycho,
but no-one except Matt himself is really quite sure where
the dog and the psycho really come into it.

The Cast........

The cast line-up for Bathman can be summarised as

‘three men and a dog’; the three men concerned being’

Terry Byrne as Gus, John Matthews as Max, and Daithi
O Suilleabhan as the Marquis de Psycho. The dog in the
eqation goes by the name of Snitch. Terry Byrne has a
long history in theatre having worked both as an actor
and a director. He recently played the Doctor in * A
Streetcar named Desire’ at the Gate, and has featured in
productions for BBC, RTE and T na G. His directorial
credits include ‘Continental Call Girls’, ‘Death and the
Maiden’ and ‘The Visit’ at Andrews Lane Theatre. John
Matthews works principally in theatre, having sung and
danced his way through numerous musical productions,
including ‘The Rocky Horror Show’ at the Olympia,
‘Aspects of Love’, ‘Buskin’, and a ‘A Chorus Line’. His
recent film work includes “Turas’, a cross-border produc-
tion, and playing Gregory in ‘Rural Heat’. Daithi O
Suilleabhan’s tredits include @Last TV for RTE, Mystic
Knights for US television and Radio Waves for BBC. He
has also worked extensively in theatre, having appeared
in production for most of Ireland principle theatre com-
panies.

The Shoot......

When other students were either relaxing or going mad,
having finished their exams/ theses/ or end of year pro-
jects, the Bathman crew were busy constructing sets,
preparing schedules, storyboarding, and holding
rehearsals for the shoot which was scheduled for
the 25th to the 29th of May. A bathroom set was
built in the TV studio on the 4th floor in Aungier
St., locations were confirmed, wwardrobe fittings
were arranged, a dog was wrangled, shotlists were
revised hourly, equipment was booked, promises
were made and lies were told. The producers
began to look like shells of their former selves,
but eventually fell or was pushed into place. Over
the course of the 5-day shoot, the crew got to
experience the wonder of Matt Byrne at full
genius, and to catch more than a mere glimpse of
our actors in their birthday suits. The shoot fin-
ished on Friday night and on Sunday cast, crew
and all who aided the production drank and made
merry at the wrap party in the Green Lizard.

The Outlook.....

At the end of the month a posse of now ex-DIT students
will travel to London for the Fuji awards ceremony in the
hope that Bathman will win something, or maybe just to
get drunk and fall down at an awards ceremony. A repre-

sentative of each department has been invited to this
year’s ceremony, so the omens are certainly good.
Hopefully another success story in the making....

Thanks to Helen O’Driscoll
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Third
Level
Education
in 9 Easy
Steps.

Third
Level
Education
in 9 Easy
Steps.

Step 1. Gat them in. Step 2. Hurry to other pub to get some more in.

First Year.
Sex.

P = Drugs.
Don’t Come
Close to a
Good, Hard,
Swot.
DIT’s Out for
the Grads.

Step 7. Become famous superstar. Step 8. Grow daft grualg due (o superstar coke habit.

Watch noticeboards for Informatlon regarding
DIT Fresher’'s Week. Each college will be
organising varlous events (with booze*),

mystery trips (with some booze*),

iron stomach competitions (tons of booze*),

comedians (who drink booze*), pub crawls
(certain amounts of booze*), and Balls.

Watch notlceboards for Information regarding
DIT Fresher’'s Week. Each coliege wlll be
organising various events (with booze*),

mystery trips (with some booze*),

Iron stomach competitions (tons of booze*),

comedians (who drink booze*), pub crawls
(certaln amounts of booze*), and Balls.

Step 9. Graduate with flying colours.
*Strictly no alcohol. *Strictly no alcohol.
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Freshers’ Induction Week:
the cast of characters

Joe Nulry, President, DIT Bolton Streert,
and Phil Murray, Chair, Pastoral Care
Team, and a prime mover in the new
inducrion format introduced this year.

The marvellous Bolton Street Atrium,
complete with fully-functional students.

One branco too many. This man felt over-
dressed for college.

“It’s all my fault the DIT is so good!"
Ross sorts it out.

Some of Cathal Brugha Street’s new : — Dangerous Dave and the
bunch.

Ballistic Brothers

The Rolling Stones, Hard Rock Cafe, New
York, 1973, with D] “Chalm Daown” Terry.

Priorities for Freshers in Mountjoy Square;
loads of ciggies and pop down the canteen.

Survervine Cathal Brugha's restaraunt. Einige der Erasmus Studenten
Ola, Bien Venue, Herzlichen Wilkommen, Ciao.
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Kevin Street
Mountaineering Club

In September last year, a
new Mountaineering club
committee was set up. It
comprised of three people,
two of which had no previ-
ous club-running experi-
ence and one who had been
on the previous years com-
mittee. The president was
myself, Richard Eibrand,
the very able treasurer was
Julie Lynch and the secre-
tary was Eoin O’Sullivan,
the man from last year’s
committee. Needless to say

get, organise a time slot for
the climbing training ses-
sions in the gym. But we
got through it eventually
and the club was up and
running.

The Kevin Street
Mountaineering Club is
involved in a lot of rock
climbing, but we also
organise  hiking and
trekking along with our
rock climbing trips. As a
club we try and get away
on weekends as often as
possible, to many varied
places. Last year we went
to the Burren in Co. Clare,
which was our fresher’s
introductory weekend, one
of the best trips we had,
actually. The weather was
good, the climbing better,
the crack mighty, and the
pub well.need I say any

TR

eineken

DIT Mountaineering: top o’ the world

4
more? We also went to the
Mournes, Glendalough,
and Mayo on a hiking
weekend, each were rather
brilliant outings and we

hope to do as much if not
more this year.

When we can’t get away
on far flung weekends we
always try and get to
Dalkey, where some bril-
liant climbing can be done
and is invaluable also in
the way it helps us
to teach everyone
the basics involved
in safe and enjoy
able climbing.

Climbing  isnt
just for the super-fit
supermen and
women who can do
chin ups on their lit
tle fingers. It's for anyone
who is interested in getting
outside with nature, fresh
air and open spaces, and
for those who want some
small (or even rather big)

rushes.
Climbing is also a great
way to relax, and to help
you focus on your abilities,
mind you, hiking has all of
those advantages as well.
Another great’
thing with these =
weekends awayf
is that we often§™
g0 on trips with 2
some of the
o t h e r
Universities, so
we get to meet
new people and
have more fun, and share
stories of previous trips
and close shaves...
Nothing limits you to
stay in Ireland and climb,
sgme of our previous mem-
bers (and current ones at
that) have gone to some far
flung places. Like our

adrenaiine

John, the pictures of the
top of the world are his

from his trips to the Alps
this summer. Our president
from two years back made
an attempt on Mount
McKinley this summer.
And I'm sure many more of

-
i

our members have done
some interesting mountain
stuff this year, and I can't
wait to hear more about it.

We also take part in
climbing competitions, the
IBL (Irish Bouldering
League), which take part in
indoor climbing walls all
around the country like in
Galway, Cork, Limerick,
Belfast and of course here
in Dublin, and believe you
me the nights out after
those are rather special...
Every year there is also the
Intervarsities, that’s where
we compete against the
other  colleges.
They also move
around the coun-
try and we tend to
Wdo rather well in
those; last year we
came second over-

of our climbers have actu-
ally won the thing outright
as individuals (check out
the pictures of this year's
climbing Intervarsities in
Galway).

Climbing and hiking are
for everybody, there is
nothing compared to the
sense of personal satisfac-
tion when you complete a
long climb or long hike.
Climbing and hiking can
become addictive so be
warmmned.

Join our club and find
that out for yourself. For
more information check
out our stand during Clubs
and Societies day, or e-mail
me at swefi@hotmail.com,
or Julie at lynchjules@hot-
mail.com.
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You won't stop raving about
DIT Caving

Dublin Institute of
Technology Caving Club

The DIT has a new arrival on the
clubs’ scene; the Caving Club has
arrived, We were established in
March this year as an official DIT
Club but we've been around for a
While (five years to be precise) in
the shape of Kevin Street Caving
Club. We were a local club in name

only, having taken staff and stu-

dents from Bolton Street and
Aungier Street on several trips.

Two years ago we had our first

foreign trip, spending two weeks.

eXploring underground France.
This year we are going back to fin-
1sh what we started; we're going to
the Catacombs beneath Paris, then
On to Vercours and Les Grands

Cal-lses, where we’ll renew some
0ld friendships on the way and we
are bound to make many more as
We descend into the depths of the
Subterranean world!

We will be taking as many new
Members with us as possible,
teaching the art of rope access and

e techniques used to enter verti-
€al potholes. There is nothing
Quite like a 300+ foot abseil into a
daylight shaft, put mildly, the
“Xperience is literally breathtak-
'ng! To give you an idea of the type
of thing you find at the bottom of
AN entrance like that, take a look at

these photos, taken by Gavin on rescues; it was a DIT caver on
Newman, a freelance action pho- the team that found the lost group

tographer, avid caver and cave

diver. I think you'll agree that they
are not quite what you'd expect a
cave to be like.

Membership  of
DIT Caving Club is
open to all staff, stu-
dents and alumni of
the DIT, all levels of
caving are catered for
and training and
equipment is provid-
ed by the club. If
you're curious as to
what it's all about,
give it a go. You cant
judge for yourself until you have
tried it, you'll find it's not what

involved with ICRO, the Irish
Cave Rescue Organisation, having
provided some of the key person-
nel at rescues. We have had mem-
bers both above and below ground

last

from Queen’s University
Easter.

sions during the year
on all aspects of cav-
ing and rope access as
well as regular trips
around the country.
So keep an eye out for
posters announcing
the latest trips or

meetings.

We run trips on
average once a month, sometimes
more often and we meet every

Wednesday night in John
Gleeson’s on Camden Street from
about 9 onwards. Drop in and say
hello, we are always ready to take
people caving, any excuse will do.

We will be there on Clubs aHd-~

Socs day, come over and say hello.
Promise we won't bite!

Caving itself is great fun, always
a bit of craic and never boring.
There is a great sense of satisfac-
tion when you get to that last
chamber, where nobody has been
before. You are the first person
EVER to see this part of the planet;
you even get to name it. DIT cavers
have discovered and named pas-
sageway in Clare. Caves are one of
the few remaining unexplored
regions of the planet. So go on,
make your mark on the explo-
ration of this planet.

We can be contacted through

DIT Kevin Street’s SU or from our

o @ Doow L kRS,
http://www.kst.dit.ie/dit/su/caving
which is currently being re-writ-
ten. New members are always wel-
come, you form the basis of the
club.

Caving is different, a break from
the norm. Ah go on! Give it a go.
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SHIVER ME TIMBERS

‘Sell the house, sell the kids, I'm not coming home, FORGET IT!” was what intrepid reporter and non-Nam veteran Captain
Chaos told his editor earlier this year when he ditched the lot and headed to the waters and the wilds of the River Shannon. His
editor still has no idea why Chaos instructed him to sell his children, but the editor, vigilant to the last, sold them for a tidy sum.

Clockwise from above: ‘Aaaarrrggh! Splice the mainbrace,

hoist the jib, and turn on the engine...’; trying to locate the

front of the boat; Shannon sunset; the sweep of the river ar
Clonmacnoise; Athlone marina.

Right: The SARI Trophy and

medals for winners and runners-up -

on display;

Below right: Monto's caprain
accepts the trophy on his victorious
team’s behalf;

Below: captain of runner-up team,
Club Eire, being given the plaque.

SPORT AGAINST RACISM IN IRELAND

Blackhall Place Sports Grounds, 19-20 September

Right: Derek
McDonald, referee
and team group
organiser receiv-
ing his award;
Below right: the
final between
Club Eire and
eventual winners,
Monto, on the

Blackhall Place

Among the teams in
the competition
Were Ones represernt-
ing Viemam,

African Refugee
Netwe |I'L'.. Hot l'n'\n.
John Racha, the
RTE newsroom.
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How to set up a club or society

Clubs and Societies in DIT: Canoeing and Mountaineering, with the help of your site Clubs Some of the DIT site have well
with a huge selection of soci- and Socs officer. This involves equipped Gyms, and the swim-

Some 150 Clubs and Societies eties including Drama, Film filling out a budget form, ming pool in Kevin Street is

Operate in The Dublin Institute and Photography. accompanied by a list of inter-  available to all registered stu-

of ested students and aims
: ; "', Any DIT student is and objectives for the

entitled to join these  club or society. As

Clubs and Societies  events come along the

and if we do not club or society treasur-

4 have the sport or er will be required to

social activity you fill out a requisition

form to dents. College life is 20% acad-
Technology. These represent enjoy then receive emic qualification and 80%
all of the major ( and many you can set funding. LIFE. Live a little and be part of
Minor ) sporting disciplines, as -up the club It's as sim- what is the biggest and best
Well as cultural and social yourself! i ple as that, social and sporting scene in
activity and numerous course-  Setting up so get third level Ireland!
related societies. Sports range  your own involved.

from Rugby and Gaelic to club is easy

DIT Sports Officers

Noticeboard

DIT Aungier Street Herbert McClelland 402 3042
DIT Bolton Street Michael Whelan 402 4009
DIT Cathal Brugha Street (vacancy) 402 4341
DIt Kevin Street Seamus Byrne 402 4634 This space has been set aside for

up-coming events, tournaments,
DIT Mountjoy Square  Niamh O’Callaghan 402 4153 games and outings or trips informa-
tion and news.
Check page 2 every issue for details
of future deadlines for submission
of articles and information.

Hods

Any material, including pho-
tographs, can be sent to the follow-
ing address:

The Editor,
The DIT Examiner,
Students’ Union,
Ground Floor,
DIT Kevin St.,
Dublin 8.
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The Smokingest Texas Jewbo

Kinky Friedman, musician, writer, sometime sleuth and all-time foe of the PC brigade,
came to Ireland recently. Intent on bringing his philosophy to the willing punters of Erin,
he made a whistle-stop dash through Dublin and Galway early in July. He spoke to
ChaOS from a hotel in Norway, where he was performing before hitting our shores.

There is a partly-finished tribute album to the smokingest
Jewish Texan in creation in the works, entitled Pearls in the
Snow, and it features the talents of many, including Willie
Nelson, Lyle Lovetrt, and Tom Waits, covering a selection of
Kinky Friedman’s greatest songs. How excited is he about
it?

‘Enormously excited, we anticipate it could be quite a
financial pleasure for the Kinkster. But as [ often point out,
money can buy you a fine dog but only love can make ir wag
its tail. We got about eleven [different artists] down, we
need about rwo or three more.’ i

As the Kinkster himself puts it, ‘I’s really nice to have a
tribute album for yourself before you step on a rainbow. If
you get one before you go to Jesus, then that’s really some-
thing.’

He was quoted lare last year as lamenting the loss of coun-
try music’s spiritual heritage, pointing to the ways in which
modern marketing strategies have, in part, been responsible
for this. I refrain from mentioning Shania Twain.

‘1 don't see much of a trend of that changing. We're using
very unconventional methods of marketing the Pearls CD.
You can't compete with Garth Brooks, its like starting up a
lictle hamburger stand and rrying o compete with
MeDonalds.! Not a fun project, admitredly.

Willie Nelson recently signed a partici-
pation agreement for the Pearls record
page letrer written by
Friedman himself, which he present-
ed to the long-haired outlaw on the
golf course. The Kinkster, having
decided that the level of male bonding
surrounding Pearls in the Snow (thirteen
men, no women) would require him (Friedman) to become
a homosexual, explained to Willie in che letter thar,
depending on the success of the album, he would increase
Willie's percentage, adding “Trust me, my word of honour
as a Jewish record company president. And, though | am a
proud, gay American, | will not fuck you, if you sign this.”
‘Well, Willie signed it,' says Friedman, ‘and under his name
he wrote, Please Fuck Me." A release just in time for
Hanukah or Christmas may be on the cards for Pearls in the
Sm}ll'.

“It’s really nice to have a
tribute album for yourself
before you step on a rainbow.
If you get one before you go to
Jesus, then that’s really some-

thing.”

- da one

As frontman for Kinky Friedman and the Texas Jewboys
{who formed shortly after Friedman returned from a Peace
Corps stint in Borneo), Kinky courted the wrath of such
luminaries as the US’s National Organisation of Women,

" who bestowed upon him their most-treasured ‘Chauvinist

Pig of the Year' award for his touching ode to radical femi-
nism, Get Your Biscuits in the Oven and Your Buns in the Bed.
The Jewboys were, most likely, the first country band with

a social conscience - a very stupid thing to be, he admits, on
the basis that people don't want to hear that kind of thing,
‘But,’ he explains, ‘the Lord commanded us to do it.’
Would the Lord command him ro round up the Jewboys
again!

‘Incredibly enough, we're doing just that in Nashville next
month [August], to do a track on Pearls in the Snow.’ The

line-up includes Billy Swan and Willie Fong Young, both of

whom lent their vocals to the 1973 Sold American album,
and Lil' Jewford, who the Kinkster hasn’t seen since the
Jewboys' mid-seventies heyday, turning the occasion into a
reunion of sorts. He would have liked to cajole Bob Dylan

The Kinkster: cherishes his status as a cult guy.
PIC: Joe Rudé MD

into participating too, though it appears that time con-

straints won't allow it.

As a writer, Friedman has enjoyed considerable success with
his mystery/crime novels featuring the adventures of private
dick, Kinky Friedman, an enigmatic sleuth who bares more
than just a passing resemblance to his creator. Road Kill, his
latest novel, was released in Seprember 1997. Its about
someone trying to kill Willie Nelson, and Nelson and the
Kinkster having to figure out just who, before they are rel-
egated to a life of playing covers on cruise ships. A prequel
to his ten-plus novels, entitled Blast From the Past, is due
out this month [September].

But does he worry that books and traditional literature may
be in danger of losing out to other, more passive pursuits,
such as compurer games or TV? Not yet, anyhow.

‘The evidence isn't all in on that one yet. It is a worry in
America that everyone has the attention span of a cocker
spaniel, butr 1 don’t perform for that kind of audience any-
way. I'm not really affected by those trends, I cherish my

status as a cult guy — like Robin Hood or Van Gogh, or
Jesus. :
Most of the time, Friedman lives in semi-retirement near
the small town of Kerrville, Texas, where he once, inciden-
tally, ran for Mayor. Does he enjoy this retrear? ‘No. 1 delib-
crately try very hard to not be a happy American. I'm
exploring my sexuality, too, it helps in achieving my per-
sonal goals of becoming fat, famous, financially fixed and a
faggot by fifty-four!’

His tather, Tom, runs a summer camp for children on Echo
Hill Ranch, the Friedman homestead since Kinky was just
a young ‘uni, and on which Kinky used to help out. Now he
is content to look after the fifty or so humming birds that
live there, as well as the armadillos. In fact, that is one of
the few things that worries the genial Texan, namely, who
looks after his assorted animal community when he's away.

“l deliberately try very
hard to not be a happy
American. I'm exploring my
sexuality, too, it helps in
achieving my personal goals
of becoming fat, famous,
financially fixed and a fag-

got by fifty-four!” '

Normally, he gets members of the summer camp posse to
attend to them, but thar deesn't always work so well. That,
and wherher they can get Ray Charles or Ray Price to play
on Pearls in the Snow are his only current concerns.

On a recent visit to the White House, where Kinky and his
father were dinner guests, the Kinkster, being very fond of
Montecristo No.2 Havanas, presented Bill Clinton, a fan of
Kinky’s books, with a cigar of the same brand, Kinky
explained to the President that ‘Remember, we are not sup-
porting the Cuban economy, merely burning their fields.'
Clinton had a good chuckle, but as the singing Texas Jew
points out, ‘I did not see him light up in my presence.’
Apart from all that, Hollywood is also knocking on the
doar, offering both movie and TV series oprions. Irs just a
marter of choosing the man to play the Kinkster. If Charlie
Sheen can't make it out of rehab; the Kinkster is consider-
ing Lionel Richie as a p(mibihry.

For the Irish gigs, he treated us to old Kinksrer classics such
as They Ain't Makin' Jews Like Jesus Anymore, Sold
American, and his first ever song, penned when he was
eleven, Ol Ben Lucas, who had a head full of mucus. Long
may the Kinkster run.
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Pelvic Thrusts!

The Pembroke plays some booming big band rat pack tunes from
beyond the grave. Sinamra’s haunting my Dictaphone as I ready
i 10 accept words of wisdom from Jonny Rowen the vocal, song
writing, front-third of Pelvis. It's late afternoon, the liquid
linches are over and Dublin’s swits have scurried back tw their
cubicles to play with their desk toys and photocopy their geni-
talig. ...

Enthusiastic, smiling and talkative Jonny seems at odds with his
sometimes-melancholy ridden debut album Who Are You
Today? Yer it is this sort of creative and dynamic complexity that
s integral o Pelvis. Average pop band profiles have their gener-
Ies: name a few influences, plug a few ggs ask about drugs n’
groupies, click 'Save’, click ‘Print’, click ‘Pub’. Needless to say
this intelligent trio (Rowen: Vocals, Bass & Piano, Ed
Reynolds: Guitar and Mick Goss: Drums) are no average pop
ban.

I'had to start off with the name, slightly medical, strangely sex-
ual but ultimately memorable- “myself and the guitarist stll
argue about who came up with the name Pelvis” Jonny begins
with a smile “but we never decided, anyway it just stuck. I sup-
DPose the idea was a certain amount from Elvis The Pelvis. They
say Rock and Roll is sexual for those reasons the name Pelvis,
think is highly rock and voll.”

In a world where instant cultural gratification is demanded Who
Are You Today? Is a rare occwrrence. A.pop album thai’s emo-
tionally and technically mature, obviously very good, but with
the added twist that you won't know why for a while.
Contrasting with the shoury and straightforward musical wares
of trios like Ash, Placebo, Bis and Chicks, Peluis inhabit a more
adult, sometimes strange, but rewarding landscape of Pop Noir
complete with fragmented identities, streetlights, neon shaded
city trash and a healthy dollop of urban angst.

The press consensus on the album ( “Either a pat on the back or
slag”, quips Jonny with good hwumowr), is that it's an album
which isn't instantly accessible, in this case no disadvantage.
Pelvis are distinct against mundane teen-pop fodder - “I think if
teenagers are going to buy it, it's going to be eight months down
the road before they're actually going to start copping on to it

There is musical adeptness common with a lot of the greats here,
but influences are by no means obvious. “From a very early age

[ collected everything The Beatles ever did, I loved their sense of
melody, of adventure in music, of actual creativity and move-

Pelvis

ment and pushing ahead and not saying ‘ahh lads! We have it
here with ‘She Loves You' and that's what we'll stick with," they
actually pushed on (o the next thing.”

Jonny'’s Influences are diverse, from Van Morrison, childhood
recollections of Jim Reeves, The Beach Boys, Ennio Morricone
and the ever-present U2 - “there’s a couple of 172 Albums |
think are amazing like Achtung Baby - 1 played it every day for
about a year!”. In fact Jonny puts listening to and writing music
up there with any drink or drug. “ I get a bigger buzz just going
to the sea for a walk. I love listening to music on my own with
a big selection so yow don’t have o say *Can I play this?’ *
“Ed, owr guitar player, grew up listening to Ska, he was big into
Madness, The Specials and all that kind of crack, he became a
big U2 fan very early on. In fact he got his first drum kit — even
thotigh he's the guitarist — when the Joshua Tree came out”

Lorcan Mc Grane

The complexity of influences are apparent with ‘Hang My Har’
the band's second single - “I always hated that song by Paul
Young but liked the idea of wherever I lay my hat that's my
home, so it’s still an influence and not something you just
ignlj“."('d”

In fact it was the subtlery of the ‘Hang My Hat' EP which
artracted the ear of Mark Cooper, producer for Later With Jools
Holland. “I think we just approached every song individually,
more on a relationships level rather than ‘Look at the state of the
world’, they way you might fall in love with someone and then
it’s over it’s like cold turkey”. Such comprehensive thoughtful-
ness is rare in a new band; raver still was Cooper giving them a
slot on the show after seeing them play only once.

Setanta seems a perfect home for such material joining the likes
of The Divine Comedy, Frank and Walters and Edwin Collins
on an Irish label whose defining feature is it’s lack of traditonal
‘Irishness’ reflecting expertly the reality of intelligent Irish youth
.” You can very easily be forgotien about on a major label, at
least with Setanta they’re thinking about us every day.”

The signing has produced a healthy creative dividend with Jobry
Talbot from The Dwine Comedy amanging the strings on the
album. Pelvis are limbering up to join the band on an up and
coming European tour - * We were delighted w0 get the tour
because there was a load of bands that put in for it and they gave
it to us, so obviously we're chuffed. We're veally looking forward
to it, Kicking off on the 15th of September, 12 dates in England,
12 in France then on to Belgium and Denmark”.

The immediate future for Peluis is bimful of possibilities, “we're
always scooting back and forth o Lendon, but we'll hang
around Dublin for the crack, all my friends are here. As time
goes by we'll be over there more and more so who knows?”
Where next, America? “ February mavbe, it’s a case of setting
things up properly, the record's not released yet over there, its
impartant to bombard the college stations with it".

With that Jonny's off on his bike through the city sun; it's a busy
time for Pelvis, vecently finished a sell our Temple Bar Music
Cenere Gig.

‘I Am The Supergrass’ is out now on Setanta.
See somile blomile plo

Lorcan McGrane, DIT Arts Officer

The DIT Arts
Officer, Lorcan
McGrane, is
based in DIT
Head Office
in 30 Upper
Pembroke
Street, and
can be con-
tacted on
(402) 3424. If
you intend to
organise any sort of
arts-related event, and would like
assistance in publicising it or need
advice on other events-related top-
ics, Lorcan is the one to contact.
He can also be found touring the
different DIT sites, which he does
on a weekly basis. Information
can be left for him in your local
Students’ Union.

Are you good enough
to run for Class Rep?

Elections to take place in late
September / early October

Watch notice boards for more info for your
chance to be the voice of choice.

Further inquiries can be made
at your local Students’ Urnion.
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Pelvis
I Am the Supergrass

The title track of this single
is a stop-start type of rock
number. The vocals are
weak and so the song is
pretty much uninteresting.
The second of three, It’s
Your Smile, is a Neil
Youngesque country-tinged
weepy that would probably
do more for them if it had
been the main track. The
final song, Monkey On a
Stick, reminds me for some
reason of The Only Ones,
but overall the single lacks
the energy of their live per-
formance.

Gaodsy

Annie Christian
The Other Way

This band hail from
Scotland and cite Teardrop
Explodes, Joy Division and
the Velvet Underground as
influences. It’s prettymuch
your standard fare as far as
British guitar bands go. The
title song, sounds like Ash,
and P'm sure will give them
a minor hit with its up-beat,
summery sound. The sec-
ond number, Drugs Work, is
an attempt to be Closer era
Joy Division; 101/2 bloody
minutes. Finally, its Joy
Division. Well, a cover of
that band’s Transmission,
and is ahsolutely spot-on.
They should just leave the
arty sub-goth rubbish alone.

Godsy

GIGS

The Bluetones
Mean Fiddler Thur 27
Aug '

Predictably, wildly vary-
ing analyses are strewn
across the Mean Fiddler

dance floor in the wake of

the Bluetones’ fourth
Dublin appearance. Some

enjoyed it, others were dis-
appointed. But it couldn’t
have been any other way, as
these were the emotions
generated by the Hounslow
boys’ new album.
Personally I've always liked
them - but that doesn’t
mean my critical faculties
go AWOL whenever [ stick
on a Bluetones record.
Some songs on their debut
album, Expecting to Fly, did
grate a lirtle and deeracted
from the overall brilliance
of the record.

But in the Mean Fiddler
they shone again. It’s been
almost three years since ['ve
last seen them live, but
Mark Morriss has lost none
of his bravado, despire the
less-than-enthusiastic
response to the new album,
Return to the Last Chance
S‘dlt JOM.

OIld tavourites are given an
airing, although judging by
the crowd’s response, they
probably would have liked
more classics. Business is
business, however, and I
guess they wanted more
punters to hear their new
work. Nothing wrong with
that usually - but certainly
not in this instance. Songs
like If and Broken Star,
which is the logical climax,

to both the album and the

gig, are criminally underrat-

ed and [ await the day with
some impatience when the
‘Tones finally get the recog-
nition they deserve. Brit-
Flops they ain’t!

Michael Scully

Nine Wassies From Bainne

This summer saw the release of The Wassies’ new album Ciddy Hall. ChaOS spoke to Giordai
Ua Laoghaire about the Wassies progression to a much-awaited record.

Where did the name come from?

‘] was inside in Cork City about five years ago, and there
was this guy from Waterford with that peculiar Waterford
accent, and we got to talking about music and other bol-
lox, and he was into Captain Beefheart, and some of us
didn’t know who Captain Beefheart was. So, anyway we
were asking him whether there were any pretty-looking
women in Waterford, and then one
fella says, ‘There’s nine lovely lassies in
Pandon!” And so it was that the name
Nine Wassies from Bainne entered the
language. Giordal qualifies this, how-
ever, ‘1 have to emphasise that its not
popular among the members.”

An bhfuil aon lir-théama ag an
gcéirnin seo, né an é gurb ¢ seo cei-
thre bhliain de na Wassies ar aon
diosca amhdin?

'Sin scéal na Wassies & thiis. Ni guch
aon phiosa ceoil, dar ndéigh, ach
d'théadfa a v gur represeniation de
chinedl ard i geeist.’

Bhtuil sibh le chéile, ag cleachradh an
t-am ar fad, laistigh den ceithre bhliain sin?

‘Mise agus Peter (O’Kennedy) le ciig bhliain anuas, ach
t4 bass players ag teacht agus ag imeachr, agus 14 an t-
amhréinaf Dave Murray linn ar feadh bliana, tdim ag cea-
padh, ach ta ré Dave Murray thart anois.’

An dhéanann td féin an-chuid cleachtadh - t4 cloiste
agam go gcaitheann ti ceithre uair a chloig gach I4 ar an

. ngiotar?

‘Go dti Mi Aibre4n seo chaite bhinn istigh i mo sheomra
go rialta, beagnach gach aon 14 in aghaidh na seachtaine.
Thiinig anSamhradh agus t4 mo shaol imithe beagdinin
as smacht mar tiim an-busy faoi lathair na h-uaire. Tdim
ag obair le beirt ceoltéir eile, agus idir rud amhdin agus
rud eile ni thig liom a r4 cad a bheidh ar sidl agam 6 14
amhiin go 14 eile.’

T4 ethos ma Wassies le brath go soiléir 6n gearachtar
agat féin agus an gcuid eile den ngripa - t4 sibh an-
dsirlre faoi. An bhfuil s sin fior i gcoitinne faoi che-
oltéirf an lae inniu an déigh leat?

“T4 deighilt ann faoi l4thair, mar suas go dtf cipla bliain 6
shin bhi dream ann, go h-dirithe i mBled Cliath, agus bhf
an cheoil mar chuid den agenda acu chun a n-ainm-
neacha a chur ar aghaidh, agus ba chuma leo an cheol,
bhiodar ag iarraidh cld agus cdil a bhaint amach. Ach
anois td s¢ intuigthe, tdim ag ceapadh, in dit ar nds na
hEireanr, atd ana-bheag, nach fidg iarrachet a dhéanamh
cli agus ciil a bhaint amach. Agus anois ti ceoltdiri ag
iarraidh ceol a chumadh agus taitneamh a bhaint as sin.
T4 ceoltsiri ar nés Pet Lamb, agus Sack, DeCal agus
b'fhéidir Pelvis, ag iarraidh albums maithe a dhéanamh.
Nil siad ag iarraidh cdil a bhaint amach a thuilleadh, agus
t4 caighdesn an cheoil ag éirigh nios fearr d4 bharr. T4
daoine ag déanamh rudaf suimidla, agus ag obair le chéile
ar nds na Wassies agus DeCal, n6 na Jubilee Allstars agus
Stan Erraught. Ni méide go drarlodh s¢ sin deich mbliain
G shin.’

‘Ireland’s answer to Beefheart and Zappa' is a common tag
used to describe the Wassies, and like both of them, the
Knockbonya residents have opted to remain outside the
mainstream. This is also due 1o, in part the type of music
in question; highly complex structures, time signatures,

The Wassies of Knockbonya with Giordai, far righr.

lyrics like literature and a general approach most musi-
cians shy away from or just can’t comprehend, and
Polygram will not be knocking on the Wassies door in the
morning to say ‘We like what you do, sign here please.’
Another aspect of the truth-by-association gag is the dnug
question. Though Beefheart apparently dabbled lightly in
the narcotic field, Zappa was completely (cigarrettes
aside) drug free, something
people, upon hearing his
music, simply can’t
believe. The same dope-
'iL.'nd argument Ctllild hl:
levelled at the Wassies for
the ‘wapped-out’ music
they create; they must be
into drugs.

CWell it disappoints me,
aareally. When I was young |
hrook drink, [ ok speed
and 1 took acid over, say, a
“two year period, and then |
gave the lot up. Even
now, [ only have the occa-
sional drink. Peter only drinks the odd whisky or beer,
and smokes fags. Bur berween us we riever once had a
joint in the rehearsal room, it’s not allowed, for any drug.
People think I've taken a lor of drugs over the years but
it’s not true.’

T4 na medin ceoil éagsiila & mheascadh ag na Wassies ar
Ciddy Hall - le DeCal ar Nios, mar shampla. Bhfuil sé
sin ffor faoi na Wassies i gcénai?

‘Bhuel bhf Peter ag casadh na drums le The Golden
Horde le deich mbliana, agus bhi sé braon den ‘straight
rock’n’roll’ agus chuala sé fimsa agus thdinig s¢ chugainn
i ndiaidh gig sa White Horse ofche amhain. Bhi s¢ deacair
orm ceoltéirf a fhéil ar feadh tamall. Ansin bhf an gig sin
in Whelans le DeCal agus Dawn Kenny agus mic léinn an
DIT. Serfobh Dawn na ndtaf don cheol a chum mise, agus
bhi sise thar a bheith go maith. Do theip orm, creidim, an
ofche sin. B'fhearr zo mbeadh sé 16 seachr seisiviin
cleachtadh déanta agus ansin go bhféadfaf seinnt i geeart.
B'thearr liom ¢ a dhéanamh i geeant né gan ¢ a dhéanamh
ar chor ar bith.

The record defies comprehensive description, but includes
virtually every kind of recognisable (and not-so-recognis-
able) modern musical styles, from songs with the metre of
traditional Irish music, to speed metal variations and the
Jello Biafra-vocal-sounding Whahi Whahi Did and
Connie Balltie intermingled with samples, vox pops, and
the poetic-philosophic and very sharp observations of
Roger Gregg’s Shop at Fleadhworld. Par Kelleher, vocalist
with Manhole, contributes a beautiful spoken-word piece
towards the end of the record entitled Not Burma, which
evokes the poetic styles of Edward Lear and Ogden Nash.
A lyrical and musical trip of great heauty and massive wit,
the Wassies have succeeded in recording a collection of
lasting songs. Foilche go Ciddy Hall, loike.

Ciddy Hall is out now on Numnum Records in most
decents record shops including Road Records, Fade Street.
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Unlversal Beat Bank presents
Dave Angel, Gedge & Aldan Kelly
10pm

Rocket from the Crypt
with Bls & You Am |
8:30pm

Whole Lotta Led
A Tribute to Led Zeppelin
8:30pm

Shed 7 with guests
8:30pm

Toots & Maytalls with guest DJ
Clare Mooney
8:30pm

The Master Musicians of Jouka
8:30pm

Sep25
Oct2
Oct9
Oct16
Oct23
Oct30

Nové

g

ultramack
productions

Phunkcity @ The Funnel

PURE feat. Twitch & Bralnstorm
Autechre & Mira Challix

Andrew Weatherall

Mike Paradinas (3hr set)

Speedy J (Live)

PURE feat. Brainstorm & Dribbler

Nell Landstrum (Tresor)

The Funnel Bar, City Quay, D2.

Pre——

@RiRa
Fri9 Oct David Holmes/Dave Cleary
Fri6 Nov The Wiseguys/Johnny Moy/Dave Cleary

influx

@ Redbox

Sat26 Sep Stuart McMillan/Orde Melkle/Envoy {Soma)
Satl17 Oct Justin Robertson/Billy Scurry

Sat24 Oct Chemical Bros (DJ Set)

Sat12 Dec FatBoySlim (Skint)

Charged@Kitchen

Thu24 Sep Bllly Scurry/James Walsh (D1 recs)

Thul Oct MrC/Bllly Scurry

Thu8 Oct Gene Farris (Soma)/Billy Scurry

Thul§ Oct Bllly Scurry/Johnny Moy

Thu22 Oct Richard Sen (Heavenly)/Johnny Moy
Thu29 Oct Stuart McMillan (Soma)/Billy Scurry
Thu26 Nov Richie Hawtin (AKA Plastikman) Billy Scurry

Catch Johnny Moy, DeCal and Kila @ Redbox for
launch of Catalyst 5, Wed Sep30.

pro-surfer and a Floridian musi-
cian, Jim White has seen
things we people wouldn't
believe. He was in Dublin
in early ‘98 as support to
David Byrne, where he first
caught ChaOS’ attention,
and he returned in early

July for the second
Nashville Babylon in
Whelans.

Touring with David Bymne

was a mixed blessing.}
While not his ‘demograph-
ic’, as he puts it, he is aware
that the David Byrne audi-
ence would be pre-disposed
to him since word was out
that David Byrne had ‘dis-
covered’ Jim White. Though
it does not bother him that
they have such preconcep-
tions, he obviously relishes
the prospect of wooing an

alCGUIDE

conversational cHAo0s — the sonic bionie Interview

JIM WHITE

A Milan model, a Hawaiian things sort of broke apart,” says
Jim White, though he still

back, the kind words werenit
there. Coincidence, perhaps, or
_maybe he just forgot to save
gl them. (“You canit go scream-
ing ‘Miracle!” at every thing

ning on simply printing out
the initial, just-the-facts let-
ter, when, from the rear of the
house he heard a music box
playing. His girlfriend had
confided in him, that her
father, who had taken his
own life, tries to communi-
cate and speak with her
through music boxes. It may
sound too far-fetched, but
Jim White sees it as signifi-
cant. “That’s connecting on
some weird other level. 1
can't say what it means, but I
can say something pretty
peculiar happened. That’s
just a little strange to me, and

/1 went back and put those

audience on his own terms.
The Pentecostal Church
community in Pensacola,

. Florida, in which Jim spent

23 years a-growing was, by that
time, hell on earth for him. His
girlfriend had left him for
someone else, and his six cats
had systematically died or been

-killed in one way or another in

a very short space of time. Worst
of all, a close friend, a motorcy-
clist who had been hit by a car,
was now lying in a coma.

“All  the people in the
Pentecostal Church would call
me every night and say “‘We're
having a prayer meeting for
him tonight, we just want you
to tell us that heis going to live,’
and I couldn’t say that. I could-
n’t dictate to God what he
should and shouldn’t do.” It
was the community’s limited
concept of dogma that eventual-
ly disillusioned Jim with their
way of thinking. Fiery prayer
sessions reclaiming peopleis
lives just didn’t wash with him.
Following two weeks during
which the Church affirmed that
the biker would live, he died.
“It was a moment in which

He whispers beautiful secrets into drainpipes, at
nigh, to help rhe old {olks with their sleeping...

remains an intensely spiritual -
as-opposed to religious — per-
son. This spirituality manifests
itself in ways even Jim puzzles
over. Anyone who has read the
Mysterious Tale of How I
Shouted Wrong-Eyed Jesus in
the sleeve of his record, will
know what he means by ‘seeing
through things’” Does he still
have these visions?

“It happens from time to time. 1
have this idea that I'm sur-
rounded by ‘currents’. I can
vaguely distinguish between
the currents that lead to God
and the ones that lead away.”
He relates a spooky story con-
cerning a difficult letter he
wrote to his girlfriend from a
friend’s house. After much
deliberation he decided to
include some kind words
towards the end of the letter, as
it was a sobering one all told.
When he tried to print it out, the
computer crashed. No biggie.
When the computer had re-
booted and he'd got the letter

kind words in.”

As we spoke, vast tracts of

his native Florida were being

torched by (possibly man-
made) brush fires. The
Sunshine State is also well used
to its fair share of hurricanes
and tornadoes. But he doesn’t
see God behind these destruc-
tive forces of nature, merely
equates such acts with Tolstoy’s
wry observation that ‘God
Hears Owur Prayers, And
Remains Silent’.
His spirituality comes across in
his music, which is definitely of
the listen-to-the-lyrics kind,
and his album, The
Mysterious...etc is a powerful
affirmation of his keen descrip-
tive abilities. He’s definitely a
romantic and the music he cre-
ates is heavenly.
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Ritual Character Slaying
No.1l Dave Wyatt, Deputy
President, Mountjoy Square.

Send potential RCS victim photographs to The
Editor, The DIT Examiner, Students’ Union,
Ground Floor, DIT Kevin Street, Kevin St., Dublin
8. Submissions must include name, college, and
course of victim and any other details regarding
situation in which photo was taken etc.

Norhing too shocking, lowest form of humiliation
considered, SU Officers in particular. Yes, especially
SU Officers. (Much diabolical laughter...)

THE IRISH TIMES

DITSU Simplex

MR [0]SW[eIR]S.
Competition

PRIZE: First 3 correct entries drawn will
each receive a £20 gift voucher
for DITSU Students’ Union Shop.

THE IRISH TIMES

STUDENT

RULES: Only open to members of the DIT
colleges. Employees of DITSU and THE
IRISH TIMES g3re not eligible to enter.
No Photocopies -

Entries close: Fri. 2 Oct

PRICE
50p

SEND TO: THE IRISH TIMES / DITSU,
Crossword Competition,
The'DIT Examiner.

(to be dropped into local THE IRISH TIMES
Union office) FOR THE TIMES WE LIVE IN
NAME AVAILABLE FROM
COLLEGE -
m Ditsu
COURSE Dublin Institute of Techuology Students Unios

OPS
STUDENT NO. STUDENTS UNION SH

R P T e 8 0
wlle =

ACROSS

8 Emphatic or forceful in expressing one’s
opinions (8)

9 Without principle (6)

10 Cross seat for rowers in a boat (6)

11 Various breeds of small dogs (8)

12 Disastrous or sad ( 6)

13 One who deserts his side or religion (8)

15 Rave but declare positively (4)

17 Flat iron pan for baking (7)

19 They used 1o look afier horses at inns (7)

22 Short examination, trial (4)

24 Very tiny living creatures in seas and
lakes (8)

27 Frame with beads for counting (6)

29 Draw near (8)

30 There is quite 4 number in the tiny NE
©)

31 Do away with, cancel (6)

32 The power or right of self-govemment (8)

AT

DOWN

1 Rope for tying up an animal 6)

2 Greed, Dan, will make you crazy (8)

3 Standing upright (8)

4 Height, importance or reputation (7)

5 One who supports an artist or the arts (6)

6 Changing house could be emotional? (6)

7 Region of Newfoundland (8)

14 London god of Love? (4)

16 Power or right to forbid (4)

1§ Became sick again afier rallying (8)

20 Stay in a nut and so become bored and

inactive (8)

21 It is said that a litde of it is a dangerous
thing (8)

23 Len Hart can give great delight (7)

25 Lacking width (6)

26 What, Ed? You're not frozen anymore?
(6)

28 Last month (6)




X Files:
Fight the
Phenomenon

[_—\m'r Touch The Black Stuff!....Postcards
from X-Land

“The world 15 a rotality of facts, not things,
and it hreaks down into independent facts
which divide the world up.”

-Wittgenstein, Tractatus 1922

I have always had a slight problem with
labelling the X-Files ‘Cult-TV
Show’. The original Star Trek £
series had no ambitions o bea
culr, it just wanted to bea TV
show, to make money so'that
the fledging hungry young
actors involved would have
enough eat. The X-Files had a
pre-mapped market of what
characrerised a cule. With Srar
Trek the gaps in the rechnical
dspects, not to mention acring,
allow the viewer to get more
involyed, thus the curse of the
10,000 stock Kirk impressions
was spawned to keep third rate
American stand up comedians
from dying premarurely.
(Basically

eat a lot of pies and talk....really.....slow-
ly....about..... Jove...and....the....uini-
verse....). The X-files represented decent
acting and special effects along with some
of the most engaging stories picking up on
the paranoia of modem living.

For me the occasional intrigued X-files
viewer can be distinguished from the fer-
vent, X-Phile by the way, in which they
relate the series with the real world. The
main fantasy of the Series is not UFO's or
aliens but the belief in an all-encompass-
ing Truth that can be applied to every
major event of the Twentieth Century.
Thus the senseless chaos of the world is
structuzed by organisations forever unseen.
And, as the film showed we'll never get all
the answers, why explain all when you
have a few more series /films/lunchboxes to
ﬂug.

Just as we’ll never see Mulder and Scully

in the throes of nocturnal passion, we'll

never really know the truth. The whole
series is a bout of psychological coitus
interuptus where no one gets 1o reach the
climax of full knowledge. Sex is seldom
addressed in the X-Files overall, instead we
are left with a sprouting of perverse
imagery. Fluids of any sort are pretty dan-
gerous in the flick, especially the black
stuff. The black stuff in The X- files makes
your guts into a cosy nest for a bad bastard
of an alien who will replace you. At least
the black stuff this side of the Atlantic
only wrecks your guts temporarily.

The X-Files also labours under the delu-
sion thar an intelligent mace of aliens
would actually travel from the far reaches
of the galaxy just to stick something shiny
up a hillbilly’s arse. Would we really want
to meet these spindly legged, bug-eyed rub-
ber midgets, did no one rtake lesson from
Christopher Walken in Communion

Can the X-Files keep us entertained forever!

They'll tamper with your head, your hole
make you dance with them and do magic
tricks leaving you with only a nervous
breakdown and a multi-million dollar book
deal. That’s not even taking into account
what they did to South Park’s Cartman.
Scully’s devout Christianity is a strange
character trait. It’s almost as if the studio
thought they'd betrer get a character for all
the American religious fanatic ro balance
out all the ungodly weirdness that abound
in X-Land. Here is a level headed scientific
woman who, although see most of the
paranormal events of the 20th century
with her own ginger eyes still believes in
the following ancient X-Files found in that
good book thart people hand in the street.

Unexplained cases like

* Entire planet complete with ecosystem
and species creared in a week!

* Boy found in whale's stomach!

* Poor carpenter’s wife experiences virgin
birth!

* Man gare crashes wedding with magical
‘just add water’ wine powder

* Seven headed demon mums up ar end of
world!

Lorcan McGrane

The Big One

Director: Micahel Moore

Yes, he's back. The man who brought us
the corparate crime fighting chicken on
TV Nation, the towering documen-
tary, Roger & Me, and the book,
Downsize This!, returns with
another documentary, simply enri-
tled The Big One. The name refers |
to Moore's own choice of tag for |
the inappropriately-named, as he
sees it, United Smates of America,
feeling that The Big One does it
more justice and addresses reality
too, Working from the same
premise as his other work, that of
bluntly asking huge multi- and
trans-national (but matnly
American) companies why they

in the way that l‘|'1.|:\r do.

$10,000 put up by Moore himself.

Seeing the annoyance on the faces of the
publishers’ PR chicks from city to city as
they tried to distance themselves from the
horrors of Moore's modus operandi brings a
smile ta your face immediately. What is
obvious from The Big One is that working
people, unemployed and disgruntled, and
more often than not the focus of his arten-
tion, trust Michael Moore, and approach
him in the belief thar he may be able to
help them, which he often is. He will be
back on our screens shortly in the new
year, courtesy of Channel 4, where we will
be treated ro some more of his acerbic wit
and exceptional talent for spiffing out the
shire of our wonderful, western sociery.
While in Galway, he took a camera out to
e parh-

er a

spot
S TR . Of

Excellent Moore. Pie: Boxtres/ Macmillan

Initially Moore was heading out on
a book-signing tour across the grand ole
US of A ar the behest of his publishers,

but the bright young Michiganian figured a
camera might not go astray as he rraveled,
and another film was bom. The truly hilar-

ious incidents which occurred are too
numerous to mention, but they are really
just the delicious icing on the cake. The
cake iself being the manner in which he
noses-out corruption and how deviously
clever he is at obtaining audiences with
people who control vast power, either by
embarrassing them into giving him an
interview (and most cf these people have
forgorten what embarrassment is) or by
feigning innocence and honesty in a con-
vincing enough way.

One of his major coups was getting inside
the office of Philip Knight, top man at
Nike, who he challenged to a hundred
yard dash for the sake of jobs for
Americans. Knight looked a fool and
deservedly so. Before he left, he managed
to wangle $10,000 from Knight to march

information on some More corpoate ass-
holes, and we may also see the results of
thar shortly too. Celtic Tiger how are you:

ChaOS

Michael Moore's THE BIG ONE was
shown at the Galway Film Fleadh during
the summer.
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GREAT VALUE

STUDENT TICKETS FROM

aB DublinBus
Changing With the City -

SEE YOUR LOCAL DUBLIN BUS TICKET AGENT FOR
DETAILS OF THE WHOLE RANGE OF DUBLIN BUS PREPAID TICKETS
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