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title wasconferredin thepreviousmillenni
um. Sothestandatdshavebeensetfor usby
previousgenerations,we have now to
realisethis excellenceacrossthe board.
Nothinghappenswithout patienceanddedi
cation,researchand thoroughexamination.
Thereis no time for sitting on laurels.We
must try to give of our best,.discovernew
and innovativeways to progressand con
stantlyrespectandsharewith thosewho are
ourcolleaguesandfriends.

Togetherlet us greetthis New Year with
renewedenthusiasmand with respectfor
knowledgeand thosewith whom we work
andstudy.We oweit to ourselvesandothers
to shareour giftednessand resourceswith
thosewho are unfortunatelydisadvantaged,
no matterwhat criteria we use. Little is of
our own making, it is often the productof
the initiative of anotherwith a little help
from our friends! With personalinsight! and
creativeimaginationwe researchand pub
lish for posterityandsometimesgraduation
can be the only goal. For many, herein lies
thekey to success.

We must �a�l�w�a�y�~ be mindful of thosein
pain and sorrow, thosewho are broken in
any way, by fate or accident,that their con
cernsneedto be piecedtogethergentlY,and
patiently. In time, and after much healing,
they too will grow to ron at their own pace
andput theirown markon a societythat we
will handon for them to passto their chil
drenyearsfrom now.

We beginanotheryear,full of resolutions
and new beginnings.Christmasthingshave
beenput away and we look forwanl to the
Summerandall that it holdsin storefor us.
Therewill be assignmentsandprojectsthat
will take time in the weeksand months
ahead.Perhapsthereis a specialperson
whosecompanyyou have beeneftjoying
and consequentlyeverythingis wonderful,
or for othersthesignificantotherhasrecent
ly disappeared.Well it is new beginnings
time andlet us make the mostof it. Yes we
all know, we haveeatentcRnnuch,wasted
so muchtime anddid not realiseanyof the
ambitionsthat had beenplannedfor the
break,solet usbeginoncemore!

Even the resolutionsfrom January1 are
beginningto fray at the edgesbut we will
try to realisethatlife is for living andpeople
will help us if we make the first move. '98
is full of potentialand really we can make
of it whatwe choose."You area child of the
universe...tt Desiderataremindsus and it is
the responsibilityof eachone to carveand
forge a connectionthat is of our own mak
ing. We arecalledto be creativeandimagi
nativeand let us realisethesesentimentsin
all that life presentsbeforeoureyes.

We are called to respectand admire
excellence,to encourageand educatethose
who seek knowledgeandto live in hamtony
with oneselfand thosewith whom we co
operate daily. We must be constantlyaware
of thosewhQ.are strangersto our shores,
eitherby choiceor by chance,for they, too,
arepart of our community.This is the Year
of HumanRights andif a soul amongus
feelsostracisedor excluded,then,asa soci
ety, we areall blemishedandcompelledto
look at ouruseof resources.As we continue
on our academicendeavours,we shouldbe
mindful of the good work being donein
Social Action Programmesacrossmanyof
the sites.The manyhoursof generousshar
ing with schoolpupilsin theirown academ
ic weaknesshasalreadyprovento beworth-

To all in DIT, I challengeyou to give of ...while. Theseare the studentsof the future
your bestnot just for thosein your depart- DIT andwe havea debtto sIlare, for others
mentor school but for the youth of Ireland havedonethesamefor usdecadesago.
whom we seIVeandrespectfor thesearethe
Irishmenandwomenwho will bring us into
the next millennium. We look to our
Presidentand the Directorateto realisethe
ambitiouschallengethey hav set before
themselves.We look to eachheadof School
to be responsibleand diligent in bringing
abouttheFacultystructureswhich we await,
for we believethis is the bestway to serve
our aspiring graduatesand professionalsin
the yearsahead.We look to eachteacherto
presentus with coursework that is relevant
andinteresting,presentedin a fashionthat is
challengingand attractiveto encouragestu
dentsto extendthemselvesatademically,so
that they cangive of their best,especiallyat
examtime.

We look to ancillary staff and the SU to
join in the mammothtaskin piecingall the
experiencestogetherso that we, as an
Institute, can and will achieveall that our
missionstatementexpressesin words.

'98 will be one of the most significant
yearsin the lifetime of this Institute.Forall
of us, studentsand staff, it is good to be
associatedwith DIT at this time. It promises
to be the biggestthird level Institute in the
counbyandsoit is for uSto leadwhereoth
ers will follow. This is truly challengingfor
all when we rememberthat we are located
on 'theislandof saintsandscholars'andthis
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"Arr! Tom Lad!
Be you a nautical cove?! "

HISTORY OF
SAlL TRAINING

IN IRELAND

T1M AlprJ rtNII twipudJy tlni8'"J
hill ;" NtII'fINIIY, ;" 1905, aJ IINU

flMJJ;"S P'W--' ItI ,. ",;p ofEr,.
CInUn" ,..r of I1M 1111, Pr"iJ,,,
CInU,r,. n" "••, ,A,s;,rJ i, ." 0

N.... tIItWtl"".,,;"s H.., of,IN Go"'.
I" J.ly 1914, AIs""J, ",;111 Er,lti", •
Milry CInUns aJfo.r olhns ." "..
lIIi1lJ ,. ,. Nor. $,. ,. eoo,e, • e,",.
ofs.", ",hieh h.J b"" b••sh, i"
H."rsfor ,. Irish Vol.".,.,. #ur
• JiJJinJt rItIytlp ,. e.,.,. fINI, ,.".J
III H"",th o"JfIIy 26, 1914. AsS""J
so/J i" 1926 by '" ChiUrn, f.",ily
aJ,.,.J".p """y .""",.,
b,i"S ,.rell."J .by ,I" Iri,
G..".."."" i" 1961 t.u.. oflinitis
,.rietII~.

I" 1968, 'N Go",,.,.,,,,,,, for""J
e...i'III __ III Coil" ." AsS'"
.",IMJ Ass.rJ .ruln Iwr pUl."
aJ (;tI"".., ItI ", ..J ., • lIIil "..;";,,
",,,d for yo."s "0,11 i" Ird."J.
StI-s ...,,;"s nw;", "",., e.,.,.;,J "",
..hprJ,.hyMrp.. 1!J6!J,. 1974.
WJ..... IIJi • .,,,,,, ;" 1975 ."J
,r.",f,rr,J '0 KiI",.;"h.", J.;
His,.rie.J M.... ;" 1979for nJnlJi,
'N" ,. ,IM ,,J,Ii~. TIM lIIiI ,r.;,,;"le""" (;tI".wllfro- 1975,. 1980.
,. llnwt..." I(,"h CrnJ"" nil,;
1967, wlneh is "., """ III • ,.il "..;,,
;"s Yll&II' 117 "" ".".1 rwnw, .A" Si..
MIIiri.

prJn """ tlniplll '"mllllyfor Ill·

"..i"i"S aJ fINI, "'ill by ,. Ill" JMIt
Tyrrwll;" hlt_, Y. Flelt""'. I, .
e.",.;"i.",1I by f.r""r T.oi".eh
CII.rll, H••SIMy ." 7 M.reh 1981.

,s.rJ II e.rr;', ., h,r /ipr,h,.J •
e.,."i"s .fG,..;"..il, "" ft",.III 16,h
en."'ry }ti,.." Qua.

after spending a lifetime in lir Na nOg.
Luckily for me, however, all that hap
pened when I touched Irish soil was that
I felt the cold.

Farewells
Everybody, at one stage or another in

their life, promised departing friends
letters would come on a regular basis.
With the best intentions in the world»
however» I put off the writing of those
letters until one day it was too late.

The Asgard has heard those untruths
many times over the last seventeen )'all,
and no doubt my promises ~e no dif
ferent. The friends I made ~re lifelong,
and although~ did share many experi
ences that really ~re incredible, ~ all
had one thing in common: ~ ~re on
the Asgard. Once that is taken out, all
that is left is stumbling conversations
about -what are you doing now?- or -do
you remember when~...did something
on the Asgard?-. For that reason, unfor
tunately, I had to come back to reality

manage, however, to sink one or two
other dinghies before calling it a day
and retiring to the evening sun-filled
deck with a rather large helping of
Christmas dinner leftovers and duty
free. The new year
equally celebrated on
another of the Spanish
islands in the Canaries.

One of the most f.as
cinating parts of th
whole adventure was
just plain sailing. Tb
ship itself consists of
series of ropes tied to
pieces of canvas and
couple of wooden poles
and planks keeping it all
together. If you kno
what you are doing with
those ropes and piece
of canvas, it can be on
of the most thrilling
experiences ofyour life.

Setting the course to port at full
race, with jibs and
opsails-at full sail
'dn't mean much to
e beiOre embark

ng on the trip, and
he truth is it still
oesn't. I don't hon-

believe. howev
r, that is what the

ole Asgard experi
nee is about. Yes,
ou do develop a
nse of what sailing

s all about. Yes, you
o learn a respect for
e sea only a sailor

an have. But the
team-work, the group.challenges you
face for simple things like conserving
water (because if you don't you can't
drink) are onerous responsibilities, ones
which can only make for a stronger per
sonality in the long term.
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As is customary
mong the Tall Ships

Federation, ofwhich the
sgard is a member,

Christmas Day was
spent on the island of
La Palma, south of the
Canary Islands, with
many other tall ships
from allied nations.
Boat races were held in
our honour; however,
the Irish contingent
faired badly. We did

Old Acquaintance

three weeks, when I finally stepped offa
Ryan Air flight in Dublin Airpon to sub
zero Irish WQther.

Thirty five degrees was the standard
midday temperature, 10 it is under
standable one found it Iwd to reminisce
with misty~ fondness of how all the
family were enjoying themselves IIIns

electricity in the freezing cold wilderness •
of the West ofIre1and.

Discovery
It's a very romantic idea really. The

notion of setting sails, roughing the
storms at sea to reach new lands, new
destinations in the name of discovery.
The life of a sailor is glamorised also by
the notion that there is some heart bro
ken woman waiting in every pon for
him to call again. With all those ideas
racing through my mind I suppose it
was no wonder, then, that I applied for
a berth aboard the Asgard 11 for cruise
97/24 (sailing in the South Atlantic
Ocean off the West coast ofAfrica).

One of the hardest thin s on bQard

Sail- A. to get used to was the speed at whichIng .n.way everything seemed to happen. (Perhaps

_-------------------,this was amplified by
the lack of speed at

.ch the boat nav-
Is in summer
inds.) Less than

one hour after I met
the other nineteen
trainees I was every
body's best friend.

his intense rela
tionship fostered on
board is enforced by
the fact that one
must sleep, eat,

h, shower, swim,
nd work together

twenty4"our hours a
L...-------------...,day.r-.-;I~t~is....a....ve':":"ry:-s~tr~ange feeling and one I

THE SEA has always mystified me. I had never experienced before, so it took
suppose there is an old sea dog in me some getting used to.
that dreams of running away to sea and Time itself seemed to go extremely
spending the rest of my life on a cruise quickly as well. It seemed like three
ship in the Caribbean. A place where years had past .ince I left rather than
the sun never sets and where partiel
never end. Where all you have to do all
day is lounge on deck soaking up rays of
sun and sipping cocktails. If that is what
you want out of a holiday at sea, then
the Asgard 11 is definitely not the place
to go. Ifyou want to do something a lit
tle different though, it most certainly is.

I made my decision to go on the
Asgard when I was about 16. I remem
ber reading a prnmotional leaflet about
sail training OD the vessel and thinking
how great it would be to get the chance
to go and sail on it.

A-sier SIjoumlllism lIuMnl,,,,,J SU PRO, Si,. Tho",," F,lk, jo"m9'J ro_J Ih, eq, ofNo Hop, 0" Ih, ",iK!Jty e"nn; Th, A.t.f"r~ "''''9, with
w,,,viu i" Ih, biscuils ""J o"ly rlli" 10 Jri"II. N.? " whiffofIMtJe".' h, lIS h, IJ."kJ ",." ""J b,lISt, wi"J""J WIllIeS 10 bMeh his llrielt",

vess,lo" IHko",i"g shores, bJ"MJ wilh rip" j"ieypi","ppks ."Jolher "'otie HK""IJks. Th, DITEu",i"er spoil, 10 hi", tn1er "jug 0 ' ru", i" Th,
Ki"g's Legs, Ih, "OloriOfl$·· i/ftbrie""J - s,,,.,fiI,.,,.'s II1IIlm"g hok. (Well, Ih, II1tJrtls Th,' ""J 'Asg"rJ' "re eo",pln,ly mu).



BOOMING ECONOMY A FIGMENT OF
OURIMAGE'N'NATION?

If you believe all the reports on the subject, the Irish econo
my is booming, as it did throughout last year. This is despite
the poor performance of the Irish punt on the international
currency markets. To most lay people, having managed to
understand the relevant economics as to how and why the
country is so well-off, there seems to be a contradiction here: if
there is so much prosperity in Ireland, why is our currency so
weak, notably against the British pound, given that Britain
supposedly envies our economic success?

Various analysts and economic experts have tried to explain
the apparent contradiction to us, on news reports and else
where, with suitably non-technical terms so that we might
understand this better. As I have yet to hear a proper explana
tion, each attempt leaves me with the same impression: the
Irish punt is weak on international currency markets because,
well, it just is. This has long since left me thinking the
unthinkable: maybe our economy is not booming or, at least,
is not as healthy as been suggested.

So, where do we stand?
Last year was apparently a year of unprecedented economic

growth and prosperity in this country: property values have
continued to rise; foreign investment in Ireland is at record
levels; building of new residential and commercial properties
continues at an unprecedented rate; personal salaries in general

, have risen; interest rates have remained static; and people gen
erally have D:10re disposable income, resulting, amongst other
things, in record numbers of new cars on Irish roads and
record amounts of money having been spent by consumers in
the run up to last Christmas. At the end of last year, our pros
perity as a nation culminated in Charlie McCreevey's celebrat
ed -give-away" budget, leaving people with even more money
to spend. Things simply could not be better.

Or could they? Unemployment is reported to have been
declining sreadily during the last year and more but official fig
ures tend to be unreliable and if anything underestimate the,
position because ofthe seasonal yuiations and nwnerous other
f.actors that are taken into ac:count in order to determine -true"
unemployment levels. .

Without being an economist, I understand that an -eco
nomic boom" comes about when a certain percentage of the
population is unemployed (a British Co~servativeMP
(in)famously declared a few years ago that the unemployment
of some was -a price well worth paying" for the prosperity of
others), with a ~rtain further percentage being employed on
moderate or negligible wages, leaving the remainJler of the
population particularly solvent. This means that, by defini
tion, not everyone can be party to the country's su~s.

I remember early last year I was listening to a radio program
when the presenter (whOle name I do remember, but who shall
remain anonymous) quoted yet another report which con
firmed the success of the economy and which forecast that this
was likdy to continue for the foreseeable future. The presenter
then announ~ that we should all be glad and enjoy our pros
perity.

No doubt those who regularly find themsdves penniless can
join in the jollification around them.

Kevin O'Bndy

"This is my castle, stupid!"
Foreign stuJmts met a" eumtr;c castle ow,," ."Jgot more (."J less) th." they

barga;"eJfor whm they vmt"reJ o"t ofD"bli".

By Judith Serrano Traveria

A group of fifty Erasmus students trudged for her fourth pint of Guinness. The beginning of
through the mud and rain to spend a ~end at the SC'venth Irish song made her roar with laughter
an isolated castle, in the Slieve Bloom mountains. and she started to sing and dance: -I belong to
We had read in the tourist leaflet: -Castle aristocracy. I am aristocratic and I always do what
Ballaghmore, built in 1480 by the Gaelic the hell I like!". She was going around in circles.
Chieftain MacGiollaphadraig, beautifully restored She was radiant with happiness. Ms. Gail was defi-
and furnished. Only £5 per night". . nitdy drunk.

The owner of the castle, Ms. Helm Gail, was The barman explained, -The truth is that the
waiting for us at the door holding an umbrella. castle was built in the fifteenth century. It was par
She was a fifty-year-old woman - far too ordi- tially destroyed by Cromwell's forces in 1647.
nary-looking to be an aristocrat. Grinning from Then it was restored in 1836 by Mr Ely who
ear to ear, she welcomed us: -nis is Ballaghmore found a hoard ofgold in the land. Ely was shot by
eastle, the residence of my family for three hun- an angry tenant and never lived in the castle. The
dred years. Here is astle was then
Sheela-na-Gi sed as a granary
carved in stone - nd afterwards
pagan fertility sym- ell into disuse
bol to ward off evil. ntil this woman
I say that to you so ought it seven
that you realise the ears ago and
historical impor- estored and fur-
tance of this castle." ished it. That's

Ms. Gait showed I."
us around.On the After spending
ground floor there he next day
were two toilets, a .ng along Sli
hilge banquet room ala and a
took up the first ronze Age
floor. and on the oute, we were
second there was ~ l~hausted, but
bedroom - but hi l~lere was no rest.
wasn't big enough'---~---""'----------""-------""Our landlady
to sleep fifty people. And there were no beds. We had prepared a simple banquet for us: bread and
stared at her, -Downstairs there are some mattress- wine, (and a bit of Irish stew). In the middle of
es: she said, "You should tab them up in case this 'fast', she stood up and called out: "Shut up.
you don't want to sleep on the ground.". One of I am going to sing asong in French."
the "guests' replied angrily: "'Very funny! And there Many of us plCCerred to go to upstairs ro listen
aren't enoush mamreses - we'll have to share." We to teehno-music. Bur soon Ms. Gail turned up to
also had to share the lamp - there was only one. say: -Turn the musi~ off:" One ofthe guys replied,
Just when we thought it couldn't get any worse, -We have paid to do what we want." She
Ms. Gait added: -By the way, do not use the toilets answered. -But this is my castle. stupid". We
because there is no water in the casde." turned the music on again - preferring to be warm

Then she left. We waited, thinking she had dancing. than to be cold in bed.
gone to get some food. but after two hours, she By Sunday afternoon we were more than ready
hadn't come back and we decided to go out. In the to go back to Dublin: Like the first day it was
distance we could see a light and hear some music, raining and Ms. Gait was. at the door, with the
so we thought it was probably a pub. samesmile as two days before. She said, -I suppose

We were righL The atmosphere was good: Irish that you do not need anything else now."
traditional music, drinks and people laushing and Theodore, a German student, replied: -what I
talking. Then we saw a familiar face. It was Ms. really need now is to go home and to have a ho
Gail. She was alone, looking cheerful and waiting shower.. H

1798 : Will it endanger the Peace Process?
, .

All can alebrate and mourn the 1798 rebellion bccaulC it involved aB raisiona. WoICe Tone, -famer •
of IriIh tepUblicanilm- and founder of the Uniud lriahmcn, aimed to break tbc connectioD beaMeD
In:Imd and EagIancI by violeDt IIlClUII and to unite IrUb people of all raPt- bcIicft in thu 1CftIIlIlc.
It ... the III8kins of modem lraand becauac it contained the onp. of Republicaailm, "'11I,
UaioaiIm IDd the found.ioD of the0,..Order. All thiI rcmaiaI wicb ut today.
How will the vlrioua facsiom aee the coDlmCmorarion of 1798l The loyaIiab will tmdoubtedly _ it •
the routing of PIOtClWlb by Catholia. In 1898 tbc~ were daiml owr who -0WDCd- 1798. The
1898 alebnrion W8I dlimed for Catholic aatioaalilm. for Father John Mwphy and -BooIawpc
whidl ... in fac:r written in the 18901. Onc couJcI.., the czJcbratiolll baft already bcBun tbou&b and
long befo~ the New Year 11 -n. I wonder were we to take any political vibs ftom the rendering of
-A N.ioD Ooc:c Again- wbca MIIYM~eac became plaidcatl The O....e Order~ pIaaI
to re-enact IOIDC or the 1198 battles. Maybe Lady Grcsory ..... riPt. ID 1898 Ibc ,imply .......
planting tRCI inItcad of aB the rhe!oric:. 10 11 to noicl triumphalilm.
ID the early 19901 the hUb Peace PIOCaI ... well under way. Northern Secretary Peter BrooJrc bat
publicly acknowledged thar he found it diffICult to envilase a militllY defeat of the IRA wIaiIIt
Republicaaa reaIiIed a milkary victory for the IRA ..... nor a pClllibiliry. So if tbc commcmonricm of
1798 did CDCOUfIBC a -tiocfaiclh ar la- IYndtome it IeeIIII there would be a lhortlF of 1JD!I1DfWlIY.
The UaioaiIb. hOW'C¥er, are nor convinced. Raymond FeIJUIOD. a Uoioaiat councillor U)'I : -If the
IRA pied up weIpOlII OD f:'/cty Ittcct corner and the army collected them in lorries. it wouldn't matter.
Uaionilt people ItiIJ would DOt believe them.....e need trolt nor gcltUla.- It wu CorNirou, dccoJlUllis.
Iioaiag .......'t an ilNe in 1798 Iiacc weIpOlII of a different IOU we~ • a premium anyway. The
oppotirioD of the paramilkary Loyaiilt factiolll to dClCOlJUDillioning pracatcd the Uoioaiab ....ith a
particular dicmma Iut year.
larelDlDCDt hid DOtablc npclallliom ftom 1798 in the ICIIIC th. it raulted in IriIh people ttuoup.
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out the wodd olJlDiliag and colJectins funds to aiel the ~publicm Clmpaign AmcrM:an involvClDCDt
in the Pace PIOCCII doa DOt Item direcdy out« 1798 ahhoup cmip United lrilhmen, thClDlClWl
ialpi.red by the American lUvolutioD, weR .awe in founding the Republican puty in the U.s.
FlOm 1798 onward, fcminiIt dcmandl accompaoied aatiaaalilr 1CIUgla. Mary Aaa McCmc:ba ...
onc .m Uniud IriIhwomaa. She and ochell paved the way re. CoIIIWICC Madcicvicz who ..... the
r... feaule M.P. in WCltlDinlter when the Republicanl WOD a landslide cleaonl victory in 1918.
WOIIICD IpiIIIt Imperialilm ... founded iD 1978. If Roilia McAliIIr&y iI atnditicd to Germany.
M'miItcr Straw will ndlJe more than a few fca&ben. Yet the real tirnehomb rhiI ,., iI BiBy Wept',
darh, more 10 th. the acbIlI biceDtCllll)' c:cIcbrarioDl of 1?98.
There', DO doubr about it, 1798 wiI eadaascr the pcze plOCal. But the thiD& iI that we'~ cc1cblU
ins it anyway. O,..mcn are marchiag C'ICI"f yar and doo't we kDClIW ill We .... DO Ie-ClllCtIDCllb

011798. The batda are lURIy on-goiDg. Without 1798 there would be DO aonhcna criIiI. There
would be DO Billy Wright. There would be DO Peace PIOCZIL Without a doua,r, W.', death ...
beeD the ptat danFr to the Pcaa: PIOCCIIIiDcc it commenced. ID fact, he ..... a b.danFr than
die Dnuacree marcha and I imagine than any ~meatI to mme. His iacucentioa duriDs
Drumcree III demon'trated thil. Billy Wript it to Loy Ibm ",hat Bobby Sand, ...... to
Republicaailm. Both martyll if DOt KDm in time. -11m JIIC .... 111 _ ic to the cad. lam DOt _
ins tbc battlcfJCld- weR Wripb' wordl in 1995. It h. to be..... He ItOOd hia JIOUDd facing cIada
after ,m previoul attcmptl OD hillifc. He 1ft' it to the cnd. My pal illO ....if the LVoF. bccaUlC, 11

Wript aiel, CWD if - you rand yOWICIfoutopnnecl. our-aaoUrc:ed, out..rlDlDtJCd and out-miaibcred by
your eDcmy...your only weapoD ia to be CYCD more nathI.. than them-. My pal iI that we could be
in for aaothcr 1011I haal of tit-for-t. in Nortbcm IRIand. Billy Wright ..... king. HiI moumiag will
I... He will DOt be folJOClCD 10 caliIy.


