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. BEC ilections
~ Wed June 2Ist at Head-Office a General Members Meeting will be held to discuss
the EEC Elections. In view of the decision by the Ard Comhairle that we contest

the EEC Elections 'in principle!;this meeting on June 2Ist should be looked
upon as a conventlon that is, if the assembled members decide that the Dublin
Area should be contested in the forthcoming EEC Flections then a candidatefs)
should be selected. Therefore, a full attendence is requested,

Elections to the Buropean Parliament will probably take place in June I979. The
Local Government will probably be pushed back I year to I980. However, we shauld
not treat this as a certainty: we must work towards I979 as the year when the
Local Government will be also held.

~ However we must concern ourselves here, with the EEC Elections, The Party
has declded in principle to contest the EEC Elections subject to the usual
practlcal con51deratlons eg. candidates, finance etc. It is essential if at all
possible ,that we contest this election especially in the Dublin area., There will
be opportunities for publicising the policies of the Party.Organisationally, it
will also provide us with an opportinity to test our electoral support.and

machine and gain recruits.
While over the next 3 to 4 years we will contest at least threec elections ie,

EECy Local Gove. and Dail the particular policies we must push will differ.to
“an eifapt from campaign to campaign. There is no conflict between these issues
all thaﬁ if'means that we emphasise some of our policies more than others at
épediffo tihés. While we have very definite natiohal policies and we have gone a
'ibﬁg distaﬁce tnwards developing & Local Gove. policy we seem to be less definite
on many policies relating to specific EEC affalrs. While we have developed a -
policy towards the EEC itself we have not gone much further in most areas,.

Constituencies for EEC Tlections
There will be 4 constituencies with a totel of I5 seats:-Dublin city and County

4 Seats: Rest of Leinster 3 Seats: lMunster 5 Seats and Connought/Ulster 3 Seats.,
The population of the Dublin constituency is just less than Im. with approx -
600,000 voters amd 200,000 houses while in the 5 constituencies we contested

- in the General Election we covered approx 60,000 houseses

Finance

There will be substantial amounts of money required +to pay for such a campaigne.
Normal eboction expenses include Manifestosj envelopes; posters; leafletss
transports; other publicity; meetings; deposit, etc(Deposit is £I,000) Over
$6,000 would be needed and if this figure is more than most would have thought
it is worth noting that it is less than the combined total for the Dublim area

in the General Election.
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As the time is short we must make our decision soonjalso we must examine ways in
wiich we can raise these amcuntd of money.While the Ard Comhairle may be able

to contribute to the election fund this may be little as there will probably

be more than one area contested. Therefore, most of this money will have to be
falsed w1th1n the Dublln Area.

Type and Contrdl’ of Campalgn. '

ArToYd gioa3ss B
Much will depend on the number of areas to be contested in the éounfry...lf ﬁore

th&noqnegaréazthéJDuﬁlln-campamgn*w1}§‘haVe)toiflt'1nto the‘natlonai aéﬁpéiggl
One way or other the Ard Comhairle will have a large part to play in the control
and type of campaign. We must examine the practical aspects of any campaign,eg,
whether it should be a oentralised campaign or on an all Dublin Basis; or whether
it should be handled in each local area with the co-ordination,literature,etc
coming from the C.C. andArd C;

The various aspects that need examination are finance, control, transport, how
to gbt the maximum number of pe rsonel to work, and how each of these should be'
ut111sed. On first examination a form of local campaign would appear to be most
effective.As we have to cover more areas than in dhe GeneralElection the work-
teams may not be broken down on a strictly constituency basis. Further examination

is required,

Issues =

As mentioned previously there are specific issues ¥f#¥ which we have to push in
EEC Elections.We nced to examine each EEC issue of current and long term importanc
Where we have polisiges we must ensure that they are clarified.If we have mot got
policies Sh'issuos# then they must be developed.All issues must be examined evem
if only to”deciae that we do not wish to have a public opinion on it., Firstly,

we need to examine the effects of EEC membershln on this ocountry to date.

What are exports/lmports in relatlon to other EEC countries! How much do we
exPOr‘l:/ import from each EEC country ? What types of goods are exported/ imported?
How h as the origin/deétin ation of our exports/imports changed since entry to
the EEC? What are the developing trends? How has entry to the EE6 affected
agricultu re in this coun try? Where is the investment coming from? Why? What
types of industry are setting up here? how has EEC entry affected existing ind-
ustry? How would we have developed outside the EEC in relation to agriculture

and industry? What alternatives ,ifpny, are there at present, to EEC membershipé
What development on the political front are takigg place within theEEC and how
are othere workers and communists parties facing up to thése?.What are the
progressive'aspects and benefits of EEC membership? and more importantly, how can
we maximise these? v How can we influence and effect
dedisions of the EEC? These are some of the problems we nced to examine in
forulating our policies and edﬁcating our members and candidates,

Some of the issues we need to formulate/olarify our policies on are as follows.
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B0 _Budgob, e ‘

Approx;- 70%-0£ the' BEC budget is spent on BHLEE) $AbbE 4L/ agriculture with almost
90% of thisqgoing on priée‘cupport Approx. 4i5% is spent}on social affairs with
the regionslhfundigesting ohlyt#: Phd’ methdd of ' rihRing tne EHE bﬁ[g%t e
changed from specifiechatioisl bt pibuti6As £8°what 14’ ﬁeéé%i%é " 25 %he FHGTs"
town resources' system. : ' |

This means that the ENC budget will be funded by (a) Common customs duties(b)
Agricultural Lovies(c) The revenue from a rate of VAT not exceeding I% applied
on the basis of uniform rules,to.alirétail expenditure subject to VAT, While
- the base.ratc will be harménised it is not proposed to have similar VAT rates .
throughout the INC . This may change in the future as there are pronosals being
discusscd by the EEC commission on tax harmonisation : : + o It is

dmportant that we formulate a very definite policy on the EEC budget.

'_jguculuu“ez isheries

“Phis area is one where we have formulated policies: these require further clar-
=ification and explanation espécially in relation to changes required in the
CAP’regula%ions‘écncerning exports of processed foods and the amounts of theEEC

budget to be allocated to price support etc.

Regional Social find,

Pt & Sendhuafdedupion o e it Ui

How are these funds allocatcd° How can we ensure that we get a ﬁreater share of

'hhese fuan and how can the overall funds be increased?,

Cvntro’ Oy a3 - 3 nei BT o Hedd [l e

The alrocu .clestiong to the EEC Parliament are @an attempt to givé a démocratic

Taroisey

face to uhe EEC. The rcal power will be held by the ERC commission. There are
means of influencing the commission and parliament from inside and ouw;. Groups
such as the IFA and IFO have been active in this area, ICTU through ETUC ocan
push their point of view. So also can the multinationals, It is important that
We examine exactly what powers the EEC Parliament will have. On the long term
- thore are plans for political union of all BEC mcmbers. We must develope an
2attitude to this as it would obviously involve firther loss of sovereignty,

dnd involment in a military alliance( °  NATO)

Honetazy Union
This is another long term proposal which has been discussed without success for
years. The CAP with the Monebary Compensatory Amounts is an attempt to have a

monctar 1¥g¥n5gric11ture; This needs discussion especially in relation to the
periodic meaknoss of Sterling and the affects that any break with Sterling

would have on our economys

Competition Policy! -
. This affects ‘mergers, monopolieséﬁﬂ etc. It is important that wefexamine
the regulations that restricts the activities of some State Companies. .
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We must also look at the way State Companies are operating in other EEC countries
eg. the State Banks in France and Italy., This is important in view of our policy

on Bank Nationalisation and expansion of the State Sector.

Transport Policy

There have been proposals recently covering tramsport eg. the legght of time
spent behing the wheel etc...this is important in view of the campaign organised

against it by the Haulage Companies and the] present bus—owners campaign.

International Relations

The EEC has entered Trade Relations with other countries from the Third World

and Socialist camp . There arc many restrictions attached to these agroements

- especially with the third world as many of the agreements stipulate that

the processing must be done within the EEC, Agreements that treat the Third

orld as a source of raw material to feed the factories of Burope must be resisted.
-Ireland is in a similar unhappy position.

Miscellancous

The EEC has or is planping policies ah all sorts of areas including { FEnergy,

- .The Environment: Education etc.Theée have relevence in relation to the proposed
nuclear power station and oil refinery.

Publicity L g

Having established our policies we must make sure that they gat proper coverage.
Our candidate(s) must also get coverage., It will be necessary to organise
seminars/public meetings * on the EEC and the affects on our policies, something
that is necessary to educate our own members and the general public. Our papers

the IP, UI, Idym and Students publications will have to make the election an ° ¥

e

-,

issue while pushing our policies. The gquestion of whether we should issuc a !

v

policy document prior to the election should be examined,

Conclusions

The above is aimed merely at stimulating discussion among our members on the
complexities of contesting an EEC election. It also shows the vast amount of
work that‘has to be done in order to organisec an effective and coherent
campaign(s) especially as our Public Position will be under scruting féom other
parties on the cht; We must also realise that all constituencies have a Rural
and Urban aspect to them .

However, it is hoped that the General Members meceting of June 2Ist will provide
~a starting point in tackling many of the problems outlined above.vao decisions
must be taken at that mecting (I)whether we should contest and if the answer is
yés, the(2) who should be the candidate?, Every cumainn should seeto it that as

many of their cuménn members as possible attend this meeting;
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