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Resolutions passed at an Ard Fheiseanna in relation to the
siib'ect of womens richis.

Arcd Fheis 1972.

Racognising that both men ~nd women are oppressed by the capitalist
svstem, we believe tha® women are conditioned in 2 particular

wav to accept » second=rv and submissive role in society and that
this conditioning has led them to ~ccept inequality in education,
1~w, wmages »nd oppertunity. We believe that the special function
of women in child-be~ring has been egploited by the capitalist
st~te ~s » means of oppressing women, in that they =re forced

to Henr the full responsibility for rearing children without ade-
cunte »nd qu-ronteed support or protection for the vital work thot
they do. Conditioning (brasnwashing) is continu~lly used by the
madi»> and ~dvertising since, »s wife ~nd housekeeper, women play

~ vital prrt in m~intaining the capitalist codiety in her role

s ~ consumer,

Recognising ~lso th~t in ~ State in which the morel code of ~
p-rticul~r Church is enforeed by l-w, women ~re denied the right
“0 conttol of thair own bhodies and ultim~te destiny: We believe
th~t if we ~re to produca generations of free and conscious citi-
zens both p~rents must shore full responsibility in ~11 ~spects
of their children's 1if= from virth: the community must implement
+their responsibility for the welf~re of ~11 children.

SINN FEIN DEMANDS:

b Free f-mily planning ~nd ~dvice for all women,

28 Equ~1 p»y, opportunity ~nd »n end to specific male or femnle
‘obs.

3 Fully p~id m~ternityv -~nd paternity leave and » substanti~l

m~ternity §rant for -11 women.
L, Supervised nursery schools #n ~11 »re~s av~ilsble to alkl.
5 Th~t the s~me criteri~ be used to ~ssess the eligibility
for unemployment benefit of m~rried women ns in the case of men.,

8. Th~t the St-te poy -n ~dequ~te gront to either men or women
who ~re eng~ged full-time ~t home in the care of children,
Z. Eou=lity in l-w.

Eru~l educ~tion-1 f-cilities at 211 levels and ~n end to
the type of children's books which begin the discrimination
pr?cess by seqreq~ting children into ~ggressive and passive
roles.
The immedi-~te cess~tion of ~11 advertising, books and period-
ic~1s which perpetu-~te discrimination ~grinst women.
0. Thot » mother without the fin~nci  and emotion~1 support of
~ husband be gronted »~ living wage to support herself and her
children in decent comfort.
Il1. That since the loclt of decent housing facilities nffects to
; gre~ter extent, women ~nd children, we dem~and decent housing
or all.
Th~t women wishing to return to work be provided with retrain-
ina facilities ~t -~l1 levels.
12. Tr~de Unionists, who h~ve ~ccepted th= right of women to
eaunl pay for nearly » century, should insist on the full
implement~tion of women's rights as workers now, i,e.
acu~1 pay, »nd end to waae incre=se differentials, »n end to the mar-
ri~qge bar, »nd end to the sex bar which §till exists in some
unions, the est»ablishment of » mimimum waga law to prevent the
axploit~tion of women ~nd fuveniles whgse underpnid l~bour depre-
sses the wnges of the working-cl»ss in genar~l .



Recognising that thes full achievement of women's liberation requires
first and foremost the ~ctive participotion of women themsleves, we
instruct the incoming Ard Comh~irle to ~rrange for meetings of
women members to implement the above dem~nds
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ARD FHEIS 1°78.

Re~ffirming th-t the emancipntion wf women is conditional on the
emancipotion of the working-class , ~ny serious revolutionary move-
ment must b-mse the strucgle for women's equ~lity in »~ class con-
text. However, it is n=2cess~ry to understand the contradittions
th~t emerce within revolution-ry movements who embrace the ques-
tion of women, Thesa contr-dictions ~re usu~lly manifested in
Soci~l Democra~tic ~nd Feminist ~ttitudes. Social Democrats seek
to egu~lisé the stotus of women on » closs basis. Feminists on
the other h~nd believe thot women themselves ~re »n exploited
class, th~t men of themselves -~re the exploiters. These two con-
cepts must be reiected by ~11 Soci~lists. To auote Lenin, 'the
insep~rnble connection between the soci~l ~nd hum~n position of the
wom-~n ~nd priv-~te property in the me~ns of production must be
strongly brouaht out that will draw » clear ~nd iner~dicable line
of distinction between our policy »nd feminsim - there can be no
re~rl mnss movem=nt without women, no special org~nis~tion in the
p~rty for women. A wom~n soci»list is » member of the party
‘ust 2s » mon soci-~list with equal rights ~nd duties". Therefore
the women members of the Mevement in consult-tion with the leader-
ship must ~im ~t buildint » m~rss movement of working-cl»ss women
~s ~n ultim~te qo-l. The bnsis for this development is org-nis-
ing for women's richts within the Trade Union Movement md re-
presznt-~tive people's bodies. '

INDUSTRY, ‘

Eau-1 p~y of itself will not give women equ~l trentment ~t work.
The ~tt~inment of equnlity »nd the movement townrds eau~l earnings
(~s distinct from ecu-l bh=sic r~tes) depends on other factors.

v~ dem~nd th~t membbrs of the Movement involved in the Trade Union
Movement should press for the followina demands:

ks EQUAL PAY AND MINIMUM RATES 25
Whlle eau~l p-~y legislation in itself is an import~nt step for.
w-rd, we must ~cknowledge th-t this legisl~tion will of itself

only benafit the minority of women. The moriority of working women
~re classified in ~11 femrle qgr-des. Therefore, the Republican
Movement must be mn the forefront in demanding equ~l miminum rotes,
equ-lis~tion of fringe benefits i.e. bonus schemes, shift pre-
miums, overtime rates, radund~ncies p~yments ~nd pension rights,
% ANTI-DISCRIMINATION

The p~ttern of working life differs for the mriority of women :
from th~t of men, bec-use of two simple facts, women bear the chil-
Aren ~nd have the m~'or responsiblity within » copatilist society
for bringing them up. For economic reasons more ~nd more women
ve hoving to seek emplovment while ~t the s~me time ~re expected
to rear 2 f-mily. In order that women be given equ~l opportunity
for promotion-l outlets, we demnnd the following:

TRAINING FACILITIES

Th-t Stnte ~nd privote industries be called upon to provide equ~l
opportunity for women to g-~in ~pprenticeships =nd establish train-
ing courses to ~chieve higher levels of skéll and expertise ~nd
+th~t employers be c=lled upon to mrke facilities ~v~il=ble for
women to »~ttend d-~y-relense courses

RETRAINING

Ihnﬁ AnCo be c~lled upon to prof¥ife renlistic tr=ining facilities



20 mrke the sbove 2 re-~lity, we nlso demand:

=) Th~t Stote =nd private employers provide creche facilities

for pre-school infants ~nd pl-=y group f~cilities for holiday
periods -

D) M~ternity le-~ve --2All contr~cts of employment to include paid
m-~ternity lkrve for six-months with no loss of position or sen-
iority.

UNTONISATION 3
7o cmp~ign within the Tr~de Union Movement for 2 recruitment pro-
ar-mme to unionise the thousands of women workers currently un-
orgsnised e.q. Clothing ~nd Cleric~l, Monufacturing, Cle-ning,
C~tering, Loundries, Domestic S~rvice

N,A.T.0. AND RESIDENTS

"ait=otion should be mountad throuth ten~nt and resident orgonis»>
tions to make the following dem-nds-

L. The establishment by the State of proper f~mily planning
services.

24 The provision of profession=l State-run creches ~nd play cen-
tres.

3. Proper recre~tion~l frcilities to be provided in all arens
e.7. ploying fields, swimming pools, youth centres.

I, Free leg~l -id centres

e The setting up of P-rent/Te~cher/Student groups to comp~ing

for democratic secul~r manngement of educ~tion

% Eh~t » re~listic Childrens Allownnce be p~id for mothers to
cover the high m~teri-1 cost of feeding, clother nnd educating
children.

INTERNAL EDUCATION

In this are~ we consider th~t there is » vit~]l need within the
Movement for educ~tion on the aquestion of women. We would theres
fore urge the Director of Educ~tion to provide » series of lectures
outlining the historic~] =~nd economic reasons for oppression and
exploitation of women. These would come under the headings of
Jomen under Capit-lism", Women under Soci~lism'" »nd "The Demo-
cr-~tic Question',

Thot the educ-tion-1 system be ge~red to train ~11 children irres-
pective of sex for socially profluctive work

Th~t women be held wqu~1 before the I-w and that 211 men ~nd women
of votina »qe be ~lbowed to sit on iuries.

Th~t the Ard Fheis instruct the incoming Ard Comh~irle to imme-
di~tely investig~te the me~ns to implement the resolutions p~ssed
on the womens' aquestion »s 12id down in the Ard Fheis 1972.

Th~t this Ard Fheis instructs the incoming Ard Comhairle to reacti-
vn~te »nd bro~den the !Jomens Committee with specific instructions

to work towards the implement~tion of resolutions on women

p~ssed ~t the I»st two /Ard Fheise~nn~.
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