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Scene and Heard 
Daragh 0 'Toole wipes the hair ftom his eyes, 

shelves his bone idleness and gives the critical once over 
to music matters in the city 

Adam Ant - The Olympia 

"Something old, something new, something borrowed and something crude .... " 
so �t�~�e� �m�~� said. Unless you .are �t�a�l�k�~�n�g� �a�b�~�u�t� Lou Reed or Tom Waits who expo­
nenually 1mprove and dtverstfy, old 1s defmttely gold. The new material smacks of 
someone trying to be with the times without the slightest idea of what the times are 
about. Most of the songs were sex related (hello? people aren't so easily shocked any­
more ... ) and one even called Vampires (yawn). However, sporting a biker jacket (as 
well as an ''I'm a tourist" type Ireland t-shirt and a naff Paddy's Day badge which we 
shall try hard to overlook) and silver trousers, Mr Ant strutted and posed, in what 
seemed a very contrived fashion, his way through the mixed bag to immense audi­
ence satisfaction. Many die-hard fans sang along with songs I hadn't heard before. It 
must be said, though, that justice was done to the classics. Antmusic was there, as 
well as Viva le Rock, Kings of the Wild Frontier and Stand and Deliver. Prince 
Charming was overlooked. 

The band (the Ants?) featured the unique drum kit duo- great sound - and a 
guitarist who looked convincingly like the twin brother of Lurch. On the whole it 
was a good night's entertainment. The money you have �b�e�~�n� diligently saving to 
buy his new album? Use it to buy "the best of" and don't forget to ask for your free 
"nostalgia rules OK" badge. 

DIT Plays Host 

To The Big Wigs 

The President of Tanzania, on a recent visit to DIT Catha/ Brugha Street with, from left, Mr. Frank 
McMahon, Acting Director of DIT Catha/ Brugha Street and Dr. Brendan Goldsmith 

Fr. McDonagh, Professor of Moral Theology in St. PAtricks College Maynooth, recently gave 'a talk in 
DIT Kevin St. which was attnuled by the US Ambass'!dor to Ireland, jean Kennedy-Smith who is pic­
tured above with, from left, Fr. Michael Martin, Fr. McDonagh and Dr. Brendan Goldsmilh, the 
President of the DIT. 
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Administering To 
Students' Needs 
The Administration Society, D.I.T. 

Mountjoy Square, proved to be a 
resounding success this year, living up 
to the expectations of previous years. It 
was an eventful year with two informal 
events within the college and the for­
mal Business Breakfast, which was held 
in Jurys Hotel Ballsbridge on the 4th 
of March. 

The talks given in the college by 
Judge Maura Roach on the Irish Legal 
System and Mr. Paul Gibney, National 
Sales Manager for A.T.Cross, on 
Promotional Management were wel­
comed by D.I.T. Mountjoy Square stu­
dents who turned out in large numbers 
for both events. 

The Business Breakfast in Jurys 
proved to be a success with, a total of 
one hundred and twenty business peo­
ple, seventy students from the 
Administr<ition and Marketing course 
and thirty lecturers atending the event. 
The main objective of the Breakfast was 
to facilitate contacts between third year 
students of the course and members of 
the business community. These contacts 
contitute an important element of the 
Links Placement Programme which pro­
vides the placement positions central to 
the Administration and Marketing 
course. An impressive feature of the 

breakfast was the multi-media package 
developed by Gordon Murphy, a DIT 
Mountjoy Sq. graduate. This gave the 
event a professional dimension that was 
designed to impress the business guests 
present. 

The guest speaker, Mr. Gerard 
O'Neill, gave an interesting· talk, enti­
tled "Ireland 2000 - The Marketing 
Opportunity". He �~�r�~�c�e�d� the likely 
developments in business generally and 
professional careers in particular over 
the medium term future, warning that 
the only certain known fact about the 
future is that it doesn't, as yet, exist. 

The Administration Society greatly 
appreciates the help it received through­
out the year from lecturers, fellow· stu­
dents and particularly Stacy McCarthy, 
Links Placement Officer, DIT 
Mountjoy Sq. The work of the Society 
would have been extremely difficult 
without the strong support and encour­
agement of the Director, Mr. Paul 
0' Sullivan. 

Any further information 

Stacy McCarthy, Links Placement 
Officer PH:4024121 

Cheap Thrill! 
Life is lull of thrills ••.. 

some cost more than others. 

If you enjoy the thrill of live sports, the buzz of good 
social facilities and excellent value for money 

Fairyhouse Racecourse offers you an unbeatable �o�p�p�~�r�t�u�n�i�t�y�.� 

You can become a junior member ofFairyhouse Club 
for only ill (two members for £40) if you are under 24. 

For more information and an applicati-on form, 
send your name and address to: 

Fairyhouse Club Ltd., Ratoath, Co. Meath. 
Telephone: 01-825 6167 

New junior membership includes private bar and catering facilities. 

f6/air!Jfiouse 
FAIRYHOUSE CLUB LIMITED 

HOME OF IRISH NATIONAL HUNT STEEPLECHASING 



Congress Motions Rock The Boat 
A fter the general consensus that 

.l"l..passed for USI National Congress 
last year, hopes for this year, in terms 
of lively debate, were not on a plane 
that could be called elevated. Sure, 
there had been two successful demon-

. strations in the DIT and the march on 
November 17th had been a huge suc­
cess unfortunately overshadowed by 
the delirious shenanigans in Leinster 
House. These events, combined with 
the recent abolition of fees, surely 
meant that students and students 
unions again had a sense of themselves, 
a growing feeling that what they did 
and said had meaning. The end result 
of this could have been three days in 
the life of a mutual appreciation soci­
ety but the fact remains that while the 
var_ious unions might be in broad 
agreement on national and internation­
al issues, ther.e are still enough juicy 
bones of contention in internal union 
policies t~ engender debate and, if 
truth be told, acrimony. That this 
debate, particularly on the increasingly 
divisive issue of women's autonomy 
and the position of Women's Rights 
Officer position .in local students' 
unions executives, turned. nasty was 
not terribly surprising b\lt it did lead to 

however, the soup served for lunch, 
greasy looking swill of unidentifiable 
origin. The TV in my room still had 
two channels. I mentioned it to recep­
tion. 

The issue of the abolition of fees 
came up in the afternoon session. The 
abolition of fees w·as welcomed but 
some speakers made the point that for 
many the biggest proLlem was remain­
ing in college after fees were paid. Once 
again, all seemed to going swimmingly, 
but lurking at ED 7 was a DIT motion 
on University Funding which noted that 
"there is a discrepancy between the way 
Universities and colleges are regarded, 
by the Government and the General 
Public". It seemed a likely candidate for 
the now standard lively debate between 
DIT and UCD, with one being accused 
of snobbery and the ocher of reverse 
snobbery. Before this, however, all 
debate was suspended while the USI 
election results were announcc!d. The 
full results are printed elsewhere, but the 
surprise was the margin by which Colm 
Keaveney, current Deputy President, 
won the Presidency over Paul 
MacMenamin, president of Queens stu­
dents' union. It was a clearly emotional 
Keaveney who heard that he had won 

Alisou Flauagau and Rouan Haughey ;, quiet reflection 

some very unhelpful comments. But 
more of that later. On the first night, 
the TV in my room had only two 
channels. I mentioned it to reception. 

The fiN full day of Congress, held in 
the rather isolate:l Two Mile Inn, some 
four mib from Limerick city, did . not 
begin auspiciously. following as it did 
the first full night of drinking (the 
absence of any Jack Daniels. was duly 
noted). · Many found it difficult to get · 
up on time and many of chose that did 
\Urfacc had unsightly breakfast hair. As 
steenng committee member Nick Reilly 
~o memorably put it: "The time that's 
wasted stays wasted." It wasn't to be the 
first time that poor attendance at the 
early sessions was noted. 

It was a quiet enough beginning, 
with little in the way of controversy. 
Only an NCAD motion on mailings 
(bizarrely enough) managed to become 
contentious. The source of greatest 
annoyance before the afternoon was, 

by 7'5 votes to 49. Mike Egan, 
Education Officer, rook three votes. 

That out of the way, the debate 
recommenced, ED 7 finally getting 
some air. It didn't take long before 
Aisling ni Bhrian, President of UCD 
students' uni~n, announced chat the 
tone of the debate was making her 
"physically sick", while Malcolm Byrne, 
ubiquitous UCD delegate, decided that 
"this motion is lowering education to its 
lowest and basest form". The sniping 
and goading continued for quire some 
time, the tenor of the actual motion 
consigned to the background as the duel 
continued. There was a mischievous, 
nay surreal, tone to some of the com­
ments; DITSU President Colman Byrne 
decided that "we're all universities in our 
own special way" (a comment that later 
won him the "Esoteric Nonsense" 
award) and Ciaran Crosbie, Site 
President, DIT Kevin Street upset many 
by suggesting that even though DIT 
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students were underfunded, they could 
get better jobs than any UCD graduate . 

The post session sessions in the bar 
are very important in Congress. It is 
here that debates are continued infor­
mally, chat delegates with opposing 
views make their peace. Ultimately, 
around 4am, many are unable to contin­
ue these discussions, but this is not for 

declaim the motion as insular and one 
that propounded a me fein ethos, while 
the DIT delegates defended themselves. 
Standing orders were suspended and 
when the motion was finally put U? a 
vote, it was defeated by 43 - 38, with 3 
abstentions. 

Of all the issues that were on che 
agenda those that were always going to 

engender debate and dispute were those 

Glad it's all over- Colm Keaveney is congradulated by Helen O'Sullivan 

want of trying. The TV in my room 
now had no channels. I mentioned it to 
reception. 

Saturday began much as Friday did, 
tentatively. During the Welfare Session, 
Nodeen Hartigan announced that she 
believed that the Section 14 of the 
Social Welfare Act would be overturned 
in October. Discussion were ongoing 
with the Minister for Social Welfare, Mr 
DeRossa, she said. 

Later on, once ag~in, it was, as Ger 
Green, incoming Union Development 
Officer, succinctly put it: "DIT against 
the world". 

UO 19 urged officers and COs to 
"work on the problems of the member­
ship before embarking on crusades 
which while laudable are nothing more 
than bandwagonning." The motion, 
suggesting that too much time was 
spent on external matters, was provoca­
tive, and the wording could have bene­
fited from some fine tuning but it 
sparked some serious, passionate debate, 
with delegates lining up on one side to 

dealing with women's autonomy and 
women's rights officers. DIT students 
voted to replace the position of women's 
rights officer with that of equalities offi­
cer in a referendum last November. USI 
policy, however, is committed to 

, d , women s autonomy an a women s 
rights officer. Outgoing WRO Kate 
Fearon began the debate with a long 
speech that left no doubt as to where 
she stood regarding the position of 
equalities officer replacing WRO. She 
was followed by USI President Helen 
O'Sullivan, and Noeleen Hartigan, all of 
which was of course the cue for the DIT 
delegation, led by Colman Byrne, to 
take the podium and defend their posi­
tion. And that's how it began; as he 
spoke, others lined up around the far 
side of the room, waiting for their 
chance. There were many more prepar­
ing to speak for women's autonomY 
than against, the most frequently rnade 
points being that women were still 
under-represented, that the brief of rhe 
equalities officer was too wide to incur-

Mary CuOen, St. Patricks Colkgee Maynooth, one of the guest speakers at this years congress 



porate the role ofWRO and that auton­
omy offered women a chance to be rep­
resented fairly. Most of the DIT dele­
gates, male and female, were equally 
keen to take a stand, one of the main 
points being that in the aftermath of the 
abolition ofWRO, female participation 
in DITSU had increased significantly. 
Others said that the equalities position 
was capable of dealing with issues con­
cerning women. Helen Ryan, Deputy 
President of DIT Kevin Street Students' 
Union, dissented, delivering an impas­
sioned speech in favour of the position 
ofWRO. 

The debate went on for a long time; 
it was clearly the most divisive issue of 
the weekend and it wasn't pleasant. 
Deeply felt beliefs were challenged, 
emotion took centre stage for a while 
and even by the end of the weekend, 
some bad feeling remained. The issue 
needs to be discussed, for if it remains 

bottled up it will fester, but, it must be 
constructive debate it any resolution is 
to be reached. There is much work to be 
done. 

The congress dinner and disco that 
followed mended some fences, with the 
drinking continuing assiduously until 
dawn for some. Thankfully, no-one 
became convinced that a fire hose 
would be better employed as a lariat, or 
that a naked dash through the hotel 
would be the height or merriment. 
Malcolm Byrne did have his tie around 
his head, however. The 1V in my room 
still had no channels. I mentioned it to 
reception. 

Sunday was the day for guest speakers 
and good-bye speeches. David Adams 
from the UDP and Sinn Fein 
Councillor Mike McKee spoke about 
the ongoing peace process while Mary 
Cull en from St Patrick's College 
Maynooth gave a woman's and histori-

Congress Speak 
T ast year in The DIT Examiner we presented a list of quotes taken from the 
Lvarious debates over the three days of Congress. We offer for your perusal 
more of the same this year. Once again, we include the unusual, the amusing, the 
downright silly and the strangely surreal. What follows is not designed to insult, 
belittle or demean the speeches or those who made them - public speaking is diffi­
cult under the best of circumstances and the Congress floor can be a daunting 
place. The comments are merely part of the wit, wisdom, passion and occasional 
madness that is USI Annual Congress. 

Friday: 

"''d like to take any questions" - Mike Egan being awfully confident. 

"Queuing is not a dirty word" - Nick Reilly, Steering Committee, not patronising. 

"We need to politicise club USI" - Noeleen Harrigan making a somewhat unusual 
proposal for the future. 

"It's important enough to stick 32p on an envelope" - Mike Egan on post in the 
money culture 

"As my mother says, save the pennies ... " Ciaran Crosbie in a blatant attempt to 
make this list. 

"Degrees look good on paper" - Ciaran Toal wows the delegates. 

"This proposal is wishy washy and not worded very well and that's not an insult to 
the people who sat down and wrote it"- Stephanie Leahy, UCD, in slightly contra­
dictory mood. 

"Figures can often be slightly different"- Malcolm Byrne, UCD, winner in Bleeding 
Obvious competition. 

Saturday 

"USI exists because we're all students" - Bob Jordan, running Malcolm a close sec­
ond. 

"It's up to this room to decide what the priorities are" - Ronan Haughey with his all 
encompassing democracy. 

"My experience is that I haven't got any experience" - Shane Hartigan , Letterkenny 
RTC, confused. 

"It comes down basically to the existence of a female pair of ears" - UCG deputy 
president with Salvador Dali fixation. 

Sunday 

"I was watching the erecti .. .. sorry ... the people putting up the stage" - Helen 
O 'Sullivan, USI President, slipping, Freud- like. 

"See that other guy there; he's a fella" - Frank Crummy, steering committee, making 
a roaring ass of himself. 
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an's perspective. AlY three were listened 
to carefully but perhaps none moreso 
than Mr Adams, who spoke quietly and 
firmly about Unionist wishes and fears 
in the wake of the cessation of violence 
and made some interesting points. For 
years, he said, working class Unionists 
had been exploited because of their loy­
alty to the union and working class 
catholics had been exploited because of 
their perceived disloyalty. An old style 
Stormont parliament would be just as 
unacceptable as a United Ireland. Mr 
McKee said that the new arrangements 
would have to be negotiated by the peo­
ple of Ireland and that Sinn Fein was 
willing to discuss. 

At Congress '94, the farewell speech­
es were fluffy affairs. Not so this year. 
The passion of Saturday had not com­
pletely abated and Kate Fearon delivered 

an angry, pointed speech that left noth­
ing to the imagination. Opposing dele­
gates could only sit in stony silence. It 
was further indication, as if necessary, of 
the distance that needs to be travelled. 

Congress 1995 will be remembered 
as a livelier one than '94's, but also as 
one that divided even further those who 
are on opposing sides of the WRO 
issue. Colours were pinned firmly to 
masts and they aren't about to be low­
ered and this is part of what Congress is 
about. It was a tough weekend for many 
delegates, far from the extended piss up 
that some may imagine it to be, but at 
least there was debate and people were 
prepared to stand up there and make a 
point, even if it was an unpopular one. 

At the end of the weekend, the 1V in 
my room still had no channels. I didn't 
bother mentioning it to reception. 

Colm Keaveney and Bob jordan, incoming President and Deputy PresUknt, enjoy the moment 

Here Comes 
~~Summer 

Weekly summer flights from Dublin 

Athens 
o;~':,rt,:'y~ ~~ ~~:,~~; . ~R~fROM'• i 18 9 

Fares available to students wittflSIC. under26s with EYCand Teacher 
I Academic card holders. Open to all fares alsO' available . 

. ;:;:-· .:· 

•• :.:·=· )f 

02 June to 29 September · · RETUR~FRoM' · •.. ,. 

Fares available to students with ISIC. under 26s with EYC and Teacher 
I Academic card holders. Open to all fares also availatle. 

Thinking of Working Abroad 
this Summer? 

If so catch up with Usit's Work Abroad Roadshow or pick up 
one of the range of country information sheets from Usit 

• _ _ -·+ I •• U•s•it.-A•s•to•n•Q-ua•y.•,•O•'C•o•n•n•e•II•B•n•·d•g•e•.-. ~ . Dublin 2. Tel 01 679 8833 


