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Congress Motions Rock The Boat

fter the general consensus that

assed for USI National Congress
last year, hopes for this year, in terms
of lively debate, were not on a plane
that could be called elevated. Sure,
there had been two successful demon-
strations in the DIT and the march on
November 17th had been a huge suc-
cess unfortunately overshadowed by
the delirious shenanigans in Leinster
House. These events, combined with
the recent abolition of fees, surely
meant that students and students
unions again had a sense of themselves,
a growing feeling that what they did
and said had meaning. The end result
of this could have been three days in
the life of a mutual appreciation soci-
ety but the fact remains that while the
various unions might be in broad
agreement on national and internation-
al issues, there are still enough juicy
bones of contention in internal union
policies to engender debate and, if
truth be told, acrimony. That this
debate, particularly on the increasingly
divisive issue of women’s autonomy
and the position of Women’s Rights
Officer position in local students’
unions executives, turned nasty was
not terribly surprising but it did lead to

however, the soup served for lunch,
greasy looking swill of unidentifiable
origin. The TV in my room still had
two channels. I mentioned it to recep-
tiom.

The issue of the abolition of fees
came up in the afternoon session. The
abolition of fees was welcomed but
some speakers made the point that for
many the biggest problem was remain-
ing in college after fees were paid. Once
again, all seemed to going swimmingly,
but lurking at ED 7 was a DIT motion
on University Funding which noted thar
“there is a discrepancy between the way
Universities and colleges are regarded,
by the Government and the General
Public”. It seemed a likely candidate for
the now standard lively debate between
DIT and UCD, with one being accused
of snobbery and the other of reverse
snobbery. Before this, however, all
debate was suspended while the USI
election results were announcéd. The
full results are printed elsewhere, but the
surprise was the margin by which Colm
Keaveney, current Deputy President,
won the Presidency Paul
MacMenamin, president of Queens stu-
dents’ union. It was a clearly emotional
Keaveney who heard that he had won

over

Alison Flanagan and Ronan Haughey in quiet reflection

some very unhelpful comments. But
more of that later. On the first night,
the TV in my room had only two
channels. | mentioned it to reception.
The first full day of Congress, held in
the rather isolated! Two Mile Inn, some
tour miles from Limerick city, did not
begin auspiciously, following as it did
the firse full night of drinking (the
abscnce of any Jack Daniels was duly

noted). Many found it difficult to get -

up on time and many of those thar did
surface had unsightly breakfast hair. As
steering committee member Nick Reilly
so memorably put it: “The time that's
wasted stays wasted.” It wasn't to be the
first time that poor attendance at the
carly sessions was noted.

It was a quiet enough beginning,
with little in the way of controversy.
Only an NCAD motion on mailings
(bizarrely enough) managed to become
contentious. The source of greatest
annoyance before the afrernoon was,

by 75 votes to 49. Mike Egan,
Educartion Officer, took three votes.
That out of the way, the debate
recommenced, ED 7 finally getting
some air. It didn'c take long before
Aisling ni Bhrian, President of UCD
students’ union, announced that the
tone of the debate was making her
“physically sick”, while Malcolm Byrne,
ubiquitous UCD delegate, decided that
“this motion is lowering education to its
lowest and basest form”. The sniping
and goading continued for quite some
time, the tenor of the actual motion
consigned to the background as the duel
continued. There was a mischievous,
nay surreal, tone to some of the com-
ments; DITSU President Colman Byrne
decided that “we're all universities in our
own special way” (a comment that later
won him the “Esoteric Nonsense”
award) and Ciardn Crosbie, Site
President, DIT Kevin Street upset many
by suggesting that even though DIT
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students were underfunded, they could
get better jobs than any UCD graduate.

The post session sessions in the bar
are very important in Congress. It is
here that debates are continued infor-
mally, that delegates with opposing
views make their peace. Ultimately,
around 4am, many are unable to contin-
ue these discussions, but this is not for

S
Glad it's all over - Colm Keaveney is congradulated by Helen O'Sullivan

want of trying. The TV in my room
now had no channels. [ mentioned it to
reception.

Saturday began much as Friday did,
tentatively. During the Welfare Session,
Nocleen Hartigan announced that she
believed that the Section 14 of the
Social Welfare Act would be overturned
in October. Discussion were ongoing
with the Minister for Social Welfare, Mr
DeRossa, she said.

Later on, once again, it was, as Ger
Green, incoming Union Development
Officer, succinctly put it: “DIT against
the world”.

UO 19 urged officers and COs to
“work on the problems of the member-
ship before embarking on crusades
which while laudable are nothing more
than bandwagonning.” The motion,
suggesting that too much time was
spent on external matters, was provoca-
tive, and the wording could have bene-
fited from some fine tuning burt it
sparked some serious, passionate debare,
with delegates lining up on one side to

Mary Cullen, St. Patricks Collegee Maynooth, one of the guest speakers at this years congress

declaim the motion as insular and one
thar propounded a mé féin ethos, while
the DIT delegates defended themselves.
Standing orders were suspended and
when the motion was finally put o 2
vote, it was defeated by 43 - 38, with 3
abstentions.

Of all the issues that were on the
agenda those that were always going 0
engender debate and dispute were those

dealing with women’s autonomy and
women'’s rights officers. DIT students
voted to replace the position of women’s
tights officer with that of equalities offi-
cer in a referendum last November. USI
policy, however, is committed t0
women’s autonomy and a women's
rights officer. Outgoing WRO Kate
Fearon began the debate with a long
speech that left no doubt as to where
she stood regarding the position of
equalities officer replacing WRO. She
was followed by USI President Helen
O’Sullivan, and Noeleen Hartigan, all of
which was of course the cue for the DIT
delegation, led by Colman Byrne, t©
take the podium and defend their posi-
tion. And that’s how it began; as he
spoke, others lined up around the far
side of the room, waiting for their
chance. There were many more prepar
ing to speak for women'’s autonomy
than against, the most frequently made
points being that women were stil
under-represented, that the brief of the
equalities officer was too wide to incor




porate the role of WRO and that auton-
omy offered women a chance to be rep-
resented fairly. Most of the DIT dele-
gates, male and female, were equally
keen to take a stand, one of the main
points being that in the aftermath of the
abolition of WRO, female participation
in DITSU had increased significantly.
Others said that the equalities position
was capable of dealing with issues con-
cerning women. Helen Ryan, Deputy
President of DIT Kevin Street Students’
Union, dissented, delivering an impas-
sioned speech in favour of the position
of WRO.

The debate went on for a long time;
it was clearly the most divisive issue of
the weekend and it wasn't pleasant.
Deeply felt beliefs were challenged,
emotion took centre stage for a while
and even by the end of the weekend,
some bad feeling remained. The issue
needs to be discussed, for if it remains

bottled up it will fester, but, it must be
constructive debate it any resolution is
to be reached. There is much work to be
done.

The congress dinner and disco that
followed mended some fences, with the
drinking continuing assiduously until
dawn for some. Thankfully, no-one
became convinced that a fire hose
would be better employed as a lariat, or
that a naked dash through the hotel
would be the height or merriment.
Malcolm Byrne did have his tie around
his head, however. The TV in my room
still had no channels. I mentioned it to
reception.

Sunday was the day for guest speakers
and good-bye speeches. David Adams
from the UDP and Sinn Féin
Councillor Mike McKee spoke about
the ongoing peace process while Mary
Cullen from St Patrick’s College
Maynooth gave a woman’s and histori-

Congress Speak

L:st year in The DIT Examiner we presented a list of quotes taken from the
arious debates over the three days of Congress. We offer for your perusal

an’s perspective. All three were listened
to carefully but perhaps none moreso
than Mr Adams, who spoke quietly and
firmly about Unionist wishes and fears
in the wake of the cessation of violence
and made some interesting points. For
years, he said, working class Unionists
had been exploited because of their loy-
alty to the union and working class
catholics had been exploited because of
their perceived disloyalty. An old style
Stormont parliament would be just as
unacceptable as a United Ireland. Mr
McKee said that the new arrangements
would have to be negotiated by the peo-
ple of Ireland and that Sinn Féin was
willing to discuss.

At Congress ‘94, the farewell speech-
es were fluffy affairs. Not so this year.
The passion of Saturday had not com-
pletely abated and Kate Fearon delivered

an angry, pointed speech that left noth-
ing to the imagination. Opposing dele-
gates could only sit in stony silence. It
was further indication, as if necessary, of
the distance that needs to be travelled.
Congress 1995 will be remembered
as a livelier one than ‘94’s, but also as
one that divided even further those who
are on opposing sides of the WRO
issue. Colours were pinned firmly to
masts and they aren’t about to be low-
ered and this is part of what Congress is
about. It was a tough weekend for many
delegates, far from the extended piss up
that some may imagine it to be, but at
least there was debate and people were
prepared to stand up there and make a
point, even if it was an unpopular one.
At the end of the weekend, the TV in
my room still had no channels. T didn’t
bother mentioning it to reception.

more of the same this year. Once again, we include the unusual, the amusing, the
downright silly and the strangely surreal. What follows is not designed to insult,
belittle or demean the speeches or those who made them - public speaking is diffi-
cult under the best of circumstances and the Congress floor can be a daunting
place. The comments are merely part of the wit, wisdom, passion and occasional
madness that is USI Annual Congress.

Friday:
“I'd like to take any questions” - Mike Egan being awfully confident.
“Queuing is not a dirty word” - Nick Reilly, Steering Committee, not patronising.

“We need to politicise club USI” - Noeleen Hartigan making a somewhat unusual
proposal for the future.

“It’s important enough to stick 32p on an envelope” - Mike Egan on post in the
money culture

“As my mother says, save the pennies...” Ciarén Crosbie in a blatant attempt to

make this list.

“Degrees look good on paper” - Ciardn Toal wows the delegates.

“This proposal is wishy washy and not worded very well and that's not an insult to
the people who sat down and wrote it” - Stephanie Leahy, UCD, in slightly contra-
dictory mood.

“Figures can often be slightly different” - Malcolm Byrne, UCD, winner in Bleeding

Obvious competition.

Saturday

“USI exists because we're all students” - Bob Jordan, running Malcolm a close sec-
ond.

“It's up to this room to decide what the priorities are” - Ronan Haughey with his all
encompassing democracy.

“My experience is that I haven't got any experience” - Shane Hartigan, Letterkenny
RTC, confused.

“It comes down basically to the existence of a female pair of ears” - UCG deputy
president with Salvador Dali fixation.

Sunday

“I was watching the erecti....sorry...the people putting up the stage” - Helen

O’Sullivan, USI President, slipping, Freud- like.

“See that other guy there; he’s a fella” - Frank Crummy, steering committee, making
a roaring ass of himself.

Colm Keamuy and Bob Jordan, incoming Prt.rm'ent and Depm)f andent, enjoy the moment

Here Comes

Weekly summer flights from Dublin

Athens (89

Departures on Fridays from B
27 May to 23 September

Fares available to students with iSIC. uhderszss with EYC and Teacher

/ Academic card holders. Open to all fares also:available.

Fares available to students with 18IC, under 26s with EYC and Teacher
/ Academic card holders. Open to all fares also availatle.

Thinking of Working Abroad
this Summer?

If so catch up with Usit’s Work Abroad Roadshow or pick up
one of the range of country information sheets from Usit

. Usit, Aston Quay, O'Connell Bridge,
i WLZ

Dublin 2. Tel 01 679 8833




