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Prcss Rolcasc from Pearsc Cumonn, Sinn Fein, IB Ranclagh Rd. Dulblin 6

rc proposcd office devolopment in Ranclagh.

Another step away from solution of the housing crisis has bcen made with the
rceent announcement that 42,000 sq ft. of land is to bc covercd by yct another offico
block in a city of thc homcless. This proposcd devclopment which will be bechind Ontario
Tec. Ranclagh will rcprescent the major oncroachment by commercial and busincss intorosts
upon the rcsidential character of Ranclagh, an arca which under the Corporation
Development Plan for Dublin is still zoncd for residential usc. v

It is a mystcry how Dublin Corporation, a body which proclaimé itsclf to be intcrest -
cd in providing accommodation for working class pcoplc, starved of decont and cheap
accommodation through thc uncontrollcd activitics of spcculators, can at the samc time
permit the building of an officc block on a sitc which is cmincently suited for the
building of a block of flats or of lowcr donsity howsing, and in an arca which the
Corporation itsclf has designated as rcsidential in its own development plans.

It is an cven greater mystery how the corporation can justifly this action while
approx.“IOO yds awey lics Mit. Plcasant Buildings which is an affront to thc sclf rcspect
and dignity ond an cven morc positive danger to the physical and mental well being of
thosc who through dcliberate Corporation policy, arc forccd to live there.

It has beon cstimated by an independent architcct that the sitc in gquestion
would accommodatc onc block of flats similiar to thosc the Corporation has built in
Charlcmont St. or a terracc of 8 houscs.

Pcarsc Cumann of Sinn Fein wishes to posc the following questions to the planning
officials of Dublin Corporation=
I) Why has Duhlin Corporation not investigatcd the feasibility of using this site
itsclf to providc much nccdcd housing?

2) Why has it granted planning pcrmission to a privatc group of speculators for
busincss purposcs in a residential zoncd arca?

Onc can only assumc that thc profits of iordel Investmenst Ltd. which has strong
links with Mr. Gerald Joncs, closc fricnd of ifr. Neil Blancy arc morc important in the
cyes of Publin Corporation than tho rights of tho homclecss of this city to good houns.

There is only onc way open for the Corporation to act, if it is not to make a
complotc mockery of its avowed function to provide working class housing and that is
to acquirc this sitc by compulsory purchasc order for the agricultural valuc of this
lond and usc it to build housing so despcratcly nccded by the tcnants of Mt. Plcasant
Buildings and thc many other homcless familics of Dublin,

Signed;
Diarmuid Daly,
P.R.O. Pcarso Cumann,
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