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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION
on
HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES

HEALTH C/\RE

Resolutons Nos.%6,107,110 and 117 to bé composite.,

"This Ard Fheis reiteratas its will for a frza comprehensive
Health S=rvice both North & South.

In tha South we walcom= th= trend to base Health contributions
on an ability to pay and call for health care to be financed
diractly from taxation in the future.

We ar=2 opposed to tha uppzr income limit of the limited
egilibility schem= of £5.500 as this would force many workers
to pay exhorbitant medical consultant fees.

In the North we con ratulats the workers in the caring

profassions for theair opposition to the building of private clinics

and for their continuad opposition to the utilisation of N.H.S.

facilities for private practica.

In the South we are opposed to the proposed State subvention
of private hospital practice under the Scheme to be introduced
on April lIst. %

W2 support the primary hsalth care team concept and call for a
plannzd programme of Health Cares building with a full range of
sarvices and facilities including 2 salari2d G.P. service.
Recognising that the consumar interests in Health and Social
Servicas in Northern Iraland is not baing giv2n its proper
plac2 within the presant structures despite the reorganisation
of 1974, wa call upon th2 6 Co.Executive to supervise the
production of a discussion document on democratisation of

Hzalth and Social Services in Northern lreland.
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Rasolutions 100,108 (composita).
"This Ard Fheis requssts the incoming Ard Comhairle to;
| Highlight the socio-2conomic cause of
ilnass by initiating the nacessary
research and publishing a documant,and;
2. cond=ms tha attampt of Govarnments
North and South to shift responsibility
for thz provisions of parsonal social
servic:s away from State Agenciz2s and
into th2 hands of voluntary organisations,.
Rasolutions 104 and 105 (compositz).
This Ard Fheis calls for--

b Thz immadiate introduction of L2gisletion
providing for paid matzrnity leave;

A5 Compreh=nsivs Haalth and Safaty Lagislation
to cover all workars as a mattzr of urgency;

3. Support for th= Disabled Persons Action Group.

SOCIAL AFFAIRS IN THE 26 COS.

Resolution 99,as amendad and covaring Rzsolution No,106.

That this 2rd Fhz2is calls for tha implementation of the
following proposals outlinad in our Social Wz21farz Document.,
b The introduction of a State income related Pension Scheme
to suparcedz all =xisting pension schemzs for employ=es,

(2) give all workars and thair dep=ndants a
propar and adzguate pension;

(b) Provid= 2arnings-rzlated pansions. A worker
would racziv2 a pansion of at lzast 2/3 avarage
wage;

(¢} 2nsure that pansions were inflation-proofad.
Pansions would incrzase autometical ly in line
with wage and price increzases:

(d) me2n no probl=ms with transfarability of
pension rights. A workars' pansion rights
would b> protactad if he changad his
employmant,is made radundant or unamployad,



3.

(=) ensur> that adzquat: pznsion if

hz is an invalid,and adeguat=

prot2ction for his dzpendants if

ha di=as.
A fundad stz income-rzlat2d scheme as outlinad,would
suparcad: 211 oxisting privatz pz2nsion schemes and would
insurz an adaquat= incom: for all pansionars. Part of
tha incom:z accumulatad by tha Statz Tepnsion Scheme would
b> us:d for industrial davzlopm:nt,in particular the
dav:lopmant of Stat: Companizs in the manufacturing
saction 2.g. Bord na Mona,thz Sugar Company and Nitrigin
Eir=ann Teoranta =tc.
2 The introduction of lagislation to =2nsur= that all
Social Wz1far= banz>fits indluding unemployment benafit,
sickn2ss banafits 2nd p2nsions increas2 automatically with
the increases in averag=s 2arnings and upward trends in
consum2r pricas.
5 New Social Walfar= Lagislation which would eliminate
all forms of discrimination from thas social wzlfare code
aspacially that against wom2n and young people.
b, Legislation to =2nsurz that th: self-=mployed and
farmsrs contributz to th: cost of social wzlfarz servicss.
s Th: r>form of th: dantal banafit and optical benefit
scham2s ©o 2nsura propar coveagz for workzrs and thier
d=p=2ndents.
6. The immediata implamantation of & comprzhansive
1agal services schem2 basad upon the ideas of the Pringle
Raport or Civil Legal Aid and advice and in so doing to
tak> tha responsibility of providing legal services out
of th: hands of th: lz:gal profzssional bodies who have
failad to respect th2 n2eds of people in this area in the

past.



Resolution 98 as 2mendad:

"This Ard Fhzis is deeply concarnad at th: continuing failure
by succassive Govarnmants in the 26 Co.Stats to introducz
adequatz lzgislation to deal with marital breakdown and domestic
violence. Prasant legislation formalising separations and the
lew which bans a spouse from th: marital home only serva to
highlight tha pr2ssing needs for a humane divorce law.

The Ard Fheis deplores the lack of finahrce made available

to support law centres or shz2ltars which deal with th»>
immediate and lzgal needs. |[n particular,the Ard Fheis is
alarmad at th2 threataned closure of the Coolock Law Centre
which is thz only such centres in thes State. W2 demand the
introduction of domestic violencs lagislation throughout tha
Country.

This Ard Fheis calls on the incoming Ard Comhairle to instruct
all local reprasentatives and all local candidates to campaign
for finance to open refuges for battered wives and their
childran in evary locality or district and to provide a law

cantr2 in avery locality.

Resolution 93 amendad as follows: -
"This Ard Fhzis calls for support for thz 2ims of the Cold

Comfort Campaign.



SOCIAL SERVICES IN NORTHERN IRELAND.

Resolutions 25,94,95,103,109,111,113,114 and 115.

Thiat This Ard Fheis calls for the introduction of an adequate
comprzhansive systam of ben:fits to be paid as of right to
citizens in Northern Irzland. To this eﬁd we call for:.-
F. The R:peal of th2 Paymant of Dzbt Act.
2. Thz pz2gging of thz lavel of benzfits to the
avarage industrial wage and th2 C.P.|.
o For the party to commit itsa21f to secking the
broadest possiblz support for 2 fundam=ntal

r2appraisal of thz2 whola ben:fit system,

v

L, An expansion of the rolz of child ben>fits and
othar non means tasted benafits and opposition
to th:z attempts by Govarnmznts to imposa a tax
on child benzfits and other Social S=2curity
benafits.

5. For measuras to raeducz th: cost of domestic fuels

to consumers.

DAY-CARE CENTRES

Racognising thz benzficial affects of day care provision for both
thz child and socizty this Ard Fhais instructs its branches in
this th2 International Year of the Child, to initiats campaigns
for th2 provision of day care facilities for all children from

six months onwards 2s a positivz contribution to an improvad
quality of 1ifz for all young p2ople. While w:lcoming publication
of th2 Govarnmant proposals for day cara provision for the under
5's this Ard Fhais expresses its concern for the scale of the
provision outlinad,r:garding it as inadequate, In particular

w2 would draw attzntion to tha total failur:s to make any
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provision for thz children of working mothzrs as being a
dzraliction of statutory obligations and an attempt to
pravent women playing a full rol2 in the social and 2conomic

life of thas community.

cQUAL OPPORTUNITIES COMMISSION IN NORTHERN IRELAND

Rasolution 112.

Having rz2gard to the failur2 of th2 Equal Opportuniti=s

Commission in N.Il. to make any significant impact on the

position of womzn in work, this Ard Fhzais ther:fore supports

the d2mand for:

a) 8ringing tha Commission's memb=2rship up to full
strength,for the first tim= sinc2 its inception;

b) Thz use of its legal and aducative powars to b=

implemanted.

FAMILY PLANNING BILL,

Rasolution 118 covering 102.

That this Party rzaffirms its commitment to the provision of
a free,comprshz:nsivae contracaeptiva sarvice to be administarad
by th= H?alth-Boérds. The HeaithA(Family Plann?né) Bill 1977
falls far short of achiaving this. In fact it limits access
to contraceptives even mor: than do2s the prasent highly
unsatisfactory é?tUation. | |

In particulér wa objécf to' the fact that:

1) The Bill s=223ks to transfer th: making of moral dzcisions
to the Madical profassion,fwhose-role»should be oﬁe purzly of

giving madical ~dvic:.

2) Th2 Bill discriminatas betwz22n singlé =nd marrid Eeoelei
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a full range of contrac:zptiva servicas and advice. In practicea
this means that many pzople willl b2 discriminated against
on tha basis of thair gzographical location.
5) The Bill thraatens the existz2ncz of thz 2xisting yoluntary
Clinics. It must be racognised that few Irish Doctors are
thoroughly trainad to specialist l2v2] in contraceptive methods
and that th=se Clinics provide 2 vary n2cassary specialised
service in this ar=a. It is our Policy that Climics be brought

undar the jurisiction of the Health Boards.
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