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Where does this leave the South East?

A FOURTH university in Dublin, with a fifth only 25 kilometres
away in Maynooth, will be a game changer.

Ads by Google

It will mean that over half the country's universities will be located in the Dublin
region - with far- reaching effects for already unbalanced regional development.

Not alone will the newcomer transform the Grangegorman area of the capital, it will
offer serious competition.

The second technological university (TU) should follow a few years later, arising from
an amalgamation of the Cork and Tralee institutes of technology. So where does this
leave the South East, which has long maintained that the absence of a university is a
reason for the region's decline and its failure to attract sufficient badly needed
investment?

Minister Brendan Howlin and his former Cabinet colleague Phil Hogan put Waterford
and Carlow institutes of technology under strong pressure to agree to merge and come
up with a viable joint TU plan. So far, they have singularly failed to do so, and
relations between the two are strained, to say the least.

Education Minister Jan O'Sullivan has appointed Michael Kelly, former chair of the
Higher Education Authority, to knock heads together. She has also appointed Dick
Langford to chair the Waterford Institute governing body. He's the original 'cooler',
guaranteed to calm the heated passions and arguments that have been raging in
Waterford IT.

If the two institutes can't get their act together it's back to the drawing board for policy
makers.

But, for Waterford, failure to agree a plan would be a further serious setback to a
campaign for a university which began in the 1840s.
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Some people are holding out for an upgrading of the institute to university status. But
a simple rebranding as a university would spark off demands elsewhere.

There are too many memories of the consequences of upgrading the Regional
Technical College in Waterford in 1997 to institute of technology status, which
prompted similar demands from other regional colleges, all of which were eventually
upgraded.

There is a determination to avoid a repetition of the decision taken by John Major's
administration which effectively upgraded UK polytechnics to universities.

What the government wants is a strong technological sector complementing the
traditional universities. It wants co-operation between them in 'clusters' to avoid
unnecessary duplication of courses. But nobody can predict how things will finish up.

The worst fear is of a three-tiered system with the traditional universities on top,
technological universities in the middle and the remaining institutes at the bottom in
terms of their standing among students and employers.

John Walshe was special advisor to former Education Minister Ruairi Quinn

Irish Independent

Follow

Promoted Articles

Recommended by

Recommended by

Friday Interview: Frank Burk
- 'He was ahead of his time, 
sports psychologist'
Hero of '75 league-winning...

Ten things off the beaten
track tourists will love abou
Dublin
A 'two-month tourist' gives he
guide

Boss's abolition joke may
turn out to be a remarkably
accurate prediction
John Mulligan on Irish...

9 Types Of Clothing That Are
Irresistible To Men Everywhere
boredomly

 

A West London Victorian
terrace is totally transformed
Houzz

 

The World’s Most Beautiful
News Anchors
UnMotivating

The 15 Most Beautiful Celebrity
Wedding Dresses Of All Time
stylerange

 

This House Was Built Out of 14
Shipping Containers
Dwell

 

The 9 Most Gorgeous
Cheerleaders In Sports
boredpenguin

JEALOUS !!! 17 Celebrities
Who Have Barely Aged !
Entertain Me

 

The 9 Most Gorgeous
Presenters On Television
metalikes

 

10 Awkward Ways The Queen
Is Mad With Kate Middleton
LOLWOT

Around The Globe will
Shatter your…
Entertain Me

An illusion mirror is all it
takes to completely transform
a sad…
Houzz

Prefab Home That Can Be
Built in a Day Generates
Twice the…
Dwell

Tycoon arrested over attack
on Cambodia TV star
Independent.ie

Heartbreak for Imelda May as
she tells of decision to split
from…
Independent.ie

Editor's Choice

http://www.independent.ie/sport/gaelic-games/hurling/friday-interview-frank-burke-he-was-ahead-of-his-time-a-sports-psychologist-31399932.html
http://www.independent.ie/life/travel/ireland/10-off-the-beaten-track-things-tourists-will-love-about-dublin-31398957.html
http://www.independent.ie/opinion/comment/bosss-abolition-joke-may-turn-out-to-be-a-remarkably-accurate-prediction-31400391.html
http://www.independent.ie/sport/gaelic-games/hurling/friday-interview-frank-burke-he-was-ahead-of-his-time-a-sports-psychologist-31399932.html
http://www.independent.ie/sport/gaelic-games/hurling/friday-interview-frank-burke-he-was-ahead-of-his-time-a-sports-psychologist-31399932.html
http://www.independent.ie/sport/gaelic-games/hurling/friday-interview-frank-burke-he-was-ahead-of-his-time-a-sports-psychologist-31399932.html
http://www.independent.ie/sport/gaelic-games/hurling/friday-interview-frank-burke-he-was-ahead-of-his-time-a-sports-psychologist-31399932.html
http://www.independent.ie/life/travel/ireland/10-off-the-beaten-track-things-tourists-will-love-about-dublin-31398957.html
http://www.independent.ie/life/travel/ireland/10-off-the-beaten-track-things-tourists-will-love-about-dublin-31398957.html
http://www.independent.ie/life/travel/ireland/10-off-the-beaten-track-things-tourists-will-love-about-dublin-31398957.html
http://www.independent.ie/life/travel/ireland/10-off-the-beaten-track-things-tourists-will-love-about-dublin-31398957.html
http://www.independent.ie/life/travel/ireland/10-off-the-beaten-track-things-tourists-will-love-about-dublin-31398957.html
http://www.independent.ie/opinion/comment/bosss-abolition-joke-may-turn-out-to-be-a-remarkably-accurate-prediction-31400391.html
http://www.independent.ie/opinion/comment/bosss-abolition-joke-may-turn-out-to-be-a-remarkably-accurate-prediction-31400391.html
http://www.independent.ie/opinion/comment/bosss-abolition-joke-may-turn-out-to-be-a-remarkably-accurate-prediction-31400391.html
http://www.independent.ie/opinion/comment/bosss-abolition-joke-may-turn-out-to-be-a-remarkably-accurate-prediction-31400391.html
http://boredomly.com/simple-fashion-styles-no-man-can-resist/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=22womenFashionUKIRL
http://boredomly.com/simple-fashion-styles-no-man-can-resist/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=22womenFashionUKIRL
http://boredomly.com/simple-fashion-styles-no-man-can-resist/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=22womenFashionUKIRL
http://boredomly.com/simple-fashion-styles-no-man-can-resist/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=22womenFashionUKIRL
http://www.houzz.co.uk/ideabooks/44595790/?m_refid=content_ob-uk_44595790
http://www.houzz.co.uk/ideabooks/44595790/?m_refid=content_ob-uk_44595790
http://www.houzz.co.uk/ideabooks/44595790/?m_refid=content_ob-uk_44595790
http://www.houzz.co.uk/ideabooks/44595790/?m_refid=content_ob-uk_44595790
http://www.unmotivating.com/40-of-the-worlds-most-beautiful-female-news-anchors/?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=news
http://www.unmotivating.com/40-of-the-worlds-most-beautiful-female-news-anchors/?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=news
http://www.unmotivating.com/40-of-the-worlds-most-beautiful-female-news-anchors/?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=news
http://www.stylerange.com/317511/top-15-celebrity-wedding-dresses-of-all-time/?utm_content=aki0009&utm_source=outbrainuk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=stylerange
http://www.stylerange.com/317511/top-15-celebrity-wedding-dresses-of-all-time/?utm_content=aki0009&utm_source=outbrainuk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=stylerange
http://www.stylerange.com/317511/top-15-celebrity-wedding-dresses-of-all-time/?utm_content=aki0009&utm_source=outbrainuk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=stylerange
http://www.stylerange.com/317511/top-15-celebrity-wedding-dresses-of-all-time/?utm_content=aki0009&utm_source=outbrainuk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=stylerange
http://www.dwell.com/houses-we-love/article/house-was-built-out-14-shipping-containers?utm_campaign=articles_feed_secondary&utm_medium=syndication_network&utm_source=outbrain
http://www.dwell.com/houses-we-love/article/house-was-built-out-14-shipping-containers?utm_campaign=articles_feed_secondary&utm_medium=syndication_network&utm_source=outbrain
http://www.dwell.com/houses-we-love/article/house-was-built-out-14-shipping-containers?utm_campaign=articles_feed_secondary&utm_medium=syndication_network&utm_source=outbrain
http://www.dwell.com/houses-we-love/article/house-was-built-out-14-shipping-containers?utm_campaign=articles_feed_secondary&utm_medium=syndication_network&utm_source=outbrain
http://boredpenguin.com/top-cheerleading-squads-of-2015/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=22cheerleadersUKIRL
http://boredpenguin.com/top-cheerleading-squads-of-2015/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=22cheerleadersUKIRL
http://boredpenguin.com/top-cheerleading-squads-of-2015/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=22cheerleadersUKIRL
http://cyber-breeze.com/17-celebrities-who-have-defied-age/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=OB-CelebAge-Int-Des
http://cyber-breeze.com/17-celebrities-who-have-defied-age/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=OB-CelebAge-Int-Des
http://cyber-breeze.com/17-celebrities-who-have-defied-age/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=OB-CelebAge-Int-Des
http://cyber-breeze.com/17-celebrities-who-have-defied-age/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=OB-CelebAge-Int-Des
http://metalikes.com/top-tv-personalities-in-the-world/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=22anchorsUKIRL
http://metalikes.com/top-tv-personalities-in-the-world/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=22anchorsUKIRL
http://metalikes.com/top-tv-personalities-in-the-world/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=22anchorsUKIRL
http://metalikes.com/top-tv-personalities-in-the-world/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=22anchorsUKIRL
http://sv3.lolwot.com/10-awkward-ways-the-queen-is-mad-with-kate-middleton/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral
http://sv3.lolwot.com/10-awkward-ways-the-queen-is-mad-with-kate-middleton/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral
http://sv3.lolwot.com/10-awkward-ways-the-queen-is-mad-with-kate-middleton/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral
http://boredomly.com/simple-fashion-styles-no-man-can-resist/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=22womenFashionUKIRL
http://www.houzz.co.uk/ideabooks/44595790/?m_refid=content_ob-uk_44595790
http://www.unmotivating.com/40-of-the-worlds-most-beautiful-female-news-anchors/?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=news
http://www.stylerange.com/317511/top-15-celebrity-wedding-dresses-of-all-time/?utm_content=aki0009&utm_source=outbrainuk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=stylerange
http://www.dwell.com/houses-we-love/article/house-was-built-out-14-shipping-containers?utm_campaign=articles_feed_secondary&utm_medium=syndication_network&utm_source=outbrain
http://boredpenguin.com/top-cheerleading-squads-of-2015/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=22cheerleadersUKIRL
http://cyber-breeze.com/17-celebrities-who-have-defied-age/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=OB-CelebAge-Int-Des
http://metalikes.com/top-tv-personalities-in-the-world/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=22anchorsUKIRL
http://sv3.lolwot.com/10-awkward-ways-the-queen-is-mad-with-kate-middleton/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral
http://cyber-breeze.com/beauty-from-around-the-globe/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=Outbrain-IntBeauty-Int-Des
http://cyber-breeze.com/beauty-from-around-the-globe/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=Outbrain-IntBeauty-Int-Des
http://cyber-breeze.com/beauty-from-around-the-globe/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=Outbrain-IntBeauty-Int-Des
http://cyber-breeze.com/beauty-from-around-the-globe/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=Outbrain-IntBeauty-Int-Des
http://www.houzz.co.uk/discussions/2993188/?m_refid=content_ob-uk_2993188
http://www.houzz.co.uk/discussions/2993188/?m_refid=content_ob-uk_2993188
http://www.houzz.co.uk/discussions/2993188/?m_refid=content_ob-uk_2993188
http://www.houzz.co.uk/discussions/2993188/?m_refid=content_ob-uk_2993188
http://www.houzz.co.uk/discussions/2993188/?m_refid=content_ob-uk_2993188
http://www.dwell.com/green/article/prefab-home-can-be-built-day-generates-twice-energy-it-uses?utm_campaign=articles_feed_secondary&utm_medium=syndication_network&utm_source=outbrain
http://www.dwell.com/green/article/prefab-home-can-be-built-day-generates-twice-energy-it-uses?utm_campaign=articles_feed_secondary&utm_medium=syndication_network&utm_source=outbrain
http://www.dwell.com/green/article/prefab-home-can-be-built-day-generates-twice-energy-it-uses?utm_campaign=articles_feed_secondary&utm_medium=syndication_network&utm_source=outbrain
http://www.dwell.com/green/article/prefab-home-can-be-built-day-generates-twice-energy-it-uses?utm_campaign=articles_feed_secondary&utm_medium=syndication_network&utm_source=outbrain
http://www.dwell.com/green/article/prefab-home-can-be-built-day-generates-twice-energy-it-uses?utm_campaign=articles_feed_secondary&utm_medium=syndication_network&utm_source=outbrain
http://www.independent.ie/world-news/tycoon-arrested-over-attack-on-cambodia-tv-star-31386294.html
http://www.independent.ie/world-news/tycoon-arrested-over-attack-on-cambodia-tv-star-31386294.html
http://www.independent.ie/world-news/tycoon-arrested-over-attack-on-cambodia-tv-star-31386294.html
http://www.independent.ie/world-news/tycoon-arrested-over-attack-on-cambodia-tv-star-31386294.html
http://www.independent.ie/incoming/heartbreak-for-imelda-may-as-she-tells-of-decision-to-split-from-husband-31386165.html
http://www.independent.ie/incoming/heartbreak-for-imelda-may-as-she-tells-of-decision-to-split-from-husband-31386165.html
http://www.independent.ie/incoming/heartbreak-for-imelda-may-as-she-tells-of-decision-to-split-from-husband-31386165.html
http://www.independent.ie/incoming/heartbreak-for-imelda-may-as-she-tells-of-decision-to-split-from-husband-31386165.html
http://www.independent.ie/incoming/heartbreak-for-imelda-may-as-she-tells-of-decision-to-split-from-husband-31386165.html
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BghoY40eyVauTGuPt7QaL5anwCIOm-LUHAAAAEAEgi4qbHDgAWIv-sZGKAmD12uqD_A6yARJ3d3cuaW5kZXBlbmRlbnQuaWW6AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAWFodHRwOi8vd3d3LmluZGVwZW5kZW50LmllL2lyaXNoLW5ld3MvZWR1Y2F0aW9uL3doZXJlLWRvZXMtdGhpcy1sZWF2ZS10aGUtc291dGgtZWFzdC0zMDkyMDc4NC5odG1sqQKCr4bR1VmyPsACAuACAOoCKS83MzgwL2luZGVwZW5kZW50LmllL0lyaXNoX05ld3MvRWR1Y2F0aW9u-AL30R6QA4wGmAOMBqgDAdAEkE7gBAGQBgGgBh7YBwA&num=0&cid=5GjH8Q&sig=AOD64_1Lpzq_hO4sHErVGiCjnKMQXh7tWw&client=ca-pub-1214544113036984&adurl=http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsto08Twys-AQug02nYAED1D7fcEW6pUgx1BJCkeJyZMX0zbjbjmPfOrRxg_VsvivqZOcVLjSZwmXRIXDt_Sra4208Q0scvNx_i-vQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzP3nhAFv6zSk&adurl=http://gaa.eircom.ie/wld

	Where Does This Leave the South East?
	Recommended Citation


