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DISCUSIION DOCUMENT ON SOCIAL PiANNING

Introduction

Most political »arties now rcecognise the nced for economic planning.
such plans ranzge from the comprchensive plan of Sinn Fein The Workers!'
Party to the more modest anl martial pians of the osher three parties.
While there are fundamental dfferences botween our view of ilanning
and theirs, at le~st, there is a recognition by =211 »arties of the
necessity to plon economic develonements.

In this document, we hone to show that such & need exists in the soccinl
hape 2nd we hone to »Hoint to priority areas for socinl planning.

ince the aholition of poverty and #nequality musl be bthe primary con-

cern of nny soeinl plan, it is with these related factors that we will

start.

Poverty

The poor have been defined =2s those peovlc whose resources fall ser—
iously short of those cormmanded by the averase individual or family in
the society in which they live (these rcsources include access to
decent education, proper health scrvices, adequate housing, private
means, crocdit facilities as well as incomes.) This definition gives

a dynanic view of poverty in that it refers to an ~ver .ge standard

of living at nny one ¢ime. With this definition at is not possible

to compare poverty levels in societies at lifferent st2 es of devel-
opment. Poverty in Ireland may be the nveraze staondard of living

in some underdevel ped countries and people living at the poverty
level in Sweden may be within our average range. DTherefore, for *h
urpose of social planning in Ireland, poverty must be judged in rels=
tion to the averase standard of living here. In 1972 Seamus 0 Cinneide
estimnted that between 205 and 305 of neople in the 26 Counties were
living in powverty. Unemployment rates have 1oubldﬁﬁsince that time
and there h=s b en a contraction in mwny areans of sociil spending. It
can be assurned th>t the nercentagze of the nopulation living in poverty
is 2t least as great btodny. Indeed with 33% of the porulrtion subsis-
ting, a 8 their main source af income, on very insdequate socinl welfore
payments, there are probably more desrived pcople now than there were
in 1972.

Inequality

In Western societies inequitiecs between individuals and classes have
increased in the last 30 yeairs despite a mansive eéxnansion in the
canncities of their cconomics. To socialisbts, who see¢ this tendency
a8 one of the inher®nt characiterisitics of casitalism, blis is not
sururigin~, Wglfariem,and “he.pelieigs,vupgsued by ggeinl democratic
parties have doti¢ I1E€Ie more thon blunt tHE ha ég realitics of this
fact. Five per cent still own seventy per cent of the wealth, the some
ercentage as 30 years ago. In income distribution, there has been =
wiiening hap between those on hisher incomos ind the lower paid.

BEven in access to educniion, housing, and he-1lth services, the poor hnve
been getting poorer ond the rich richer. People arc sbtill being dis-
criminated against on the grovnis of religion, sox, and 2 0.

Social developement and Class Politics.

Becausc of the class nature of society, noverty inequality, and dis-
crimination remain despite growth in the economy. The poor are thosa
people who do not hove access to ewital ~nd Hrivabe means anl whoae
labour power is worth little or nothing on the labour market. CThesc
include the old, thge sick, the disabled, the unemployed, the é&inzle
vrent families, orisoners’ denendents, and lower paid workers. Ph;y
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