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Itis ¢ eS|s that it is vital to see
to dev ning teaching and learning -
strateg her education that S
approaches |th an emphasis on the
innovative and cutting edge educational
strategies related to education for =%
sustaﬁ&e 1 for sustainability

should arner c ‘r' and will feguiire a
significant shift cademics and

studentgallke It is essential that all
academics who are willing to engage in this

‘%;_
,\

process acknowledge that they too are
learners and will need to reflect on their
teaching and learning practice if we are
develop a truly sustainable global e-learnir
environment.
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 Ther 2 of e-learning technologies the
are a e traditional teaching and
learning strategles The challe |
by today ional developers is the develoj
of e-learning technologies to support construgtivi
social constructivism in teaching and learni
approaches amongst the academic staff witl om
they work so that this i ried forward into their owr
classrooms and subject disciplines. 1

A hugely important area.i form o onal
delivery is the roMn an e-learning
environment, it is even more crucial. The tutor S IC
a blended PBL module will be explored in this -
research, specifically how thelr‘facultatlon ofthe
learners builds a sustainable model of educational
development. The deeper question driving this
research then is the influence of the tutor on the
underlying sustainability and long-term viability of tf
model of learning.
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‘engale students’interest, compel th
it on as their responsibility, >
development and application ¢
solving skills and stimulate s
learning into areas of study rele
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1e Tutor: Different 1

g _-e explicit tutor’ s role f
ning. Different thinki s

‘Respondi
'Prowzl\
‘Ensuring
activities are
‘Model “good pract_ice to
positive affect e
-Should the tutor treat all students alike, su”\
an expectation for uniform performances
behaviours, or emphasise individual diffe
supporting an expectation for diversity?

accentuate



Module Evaluation:
Case Study Approach

“the instructor’s level of participation was
hindered due to the E-PBL approach; what
was needed was a more ‘authoritarian”
instructor, which I acknowledge is against
the grain of ‘traditional’ PBL"

"I feel that PBL requires complex social
interaction, and a tutor attempting to
facilitate this fully online is difficult. To
help work with the tutor I feel the the
participants would have required more
experience in online collaborative working
than was available in a ten week block. We
wanted more organisation and tutor input
than was present from f'2f PBL instructor
facilitation.”




Tut pective : findings

nd capabilities; it only

-difficul
preferen 7
the individual
facilitative rather than a didactic

supported courses. Mentoring
infused, th er AprOCGS‘

from a constrlctivist.vi ' iti
interaction online | interpersonal/socia

interaction can contribute to learner satisfacti
of interaction in an online learning environment
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At what point does taking the”"'
constructivist guide onithe side becom @
a responsibility to mtervene more .
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‘Welcomin
S an important beginning

motivate t

tutor does not tackle them from k a desig
perspect& . " 1
It helps if the t aT‘*ad base ¢ e
academic credentials. Feeling comfortable commu
important, as well as accepting the value of online
the traditional model. e ey
-‘Overall, the E-PBL tutor should demonstrate
openness, concern, flexibility and sincerity.
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‘Being aleft™ to the possibilities
of learners.

-The most valuable aspect about

activities: one
somethi Parti

need to - ‘# _ ;
experienced online ors are that partici

poor and/or the level of discussion is superficia
‘The tutor very qwckly ‘needs to dlscov'
each group of learners to participate or
more difficult for them to participate. .
‘The tutor needs to be in tune with

and discussion that the activities are generatir




‘The level ent can be mfluen_ | by
’ d the timetables of the

‘The process Is much more apparent.
‘A proac’;\ approach is ssential i

‘Seeding discussVMmportant.

-Asking questions, being provocatlve

e

‘Assigning tasks —linking ideas —clean up
before launching a new discussion.

-‘Over time, these tutor roles should be adopt
over to the learners, giving them increased cor
their e-PBL learning environment.
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‘of the tutor’s
junctures'is important.
‘From this study, there is no do

where f2f engagement IS
appr:\te

Being

- .
'using the web as more than a
information -  making  course I

demonstrations available.



Oth Zonsiderations

'providingq effective induction.

‘knowing when and how
available. sea S-movemer

‘a  major chall
ensure that
while also gaining the
collaboratively. e :




Future Work

‘The preparation of online tutors is an area
which is still emerging and which is likely to be
of increasing importance over the coming
years.

‘Guidelines are available for:

-wholly online, direct instruction
-wholly online, facilitated/guided instruction

-‘Blended environments using PBL approach and
for tutors moving between such teaching
strategies simultaneously.
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