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DIT  warns  
students  
of  local  
Mountjoy  
sex  offender

U-Who?

The SU president who
refused U2 a gig in DIT
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'What he has done is
anti-democratic'

E-mail sent to students with link to Sunday
World article on convicted rapist Paul Moore
Al McConnell
EDITOR

DIT has warned students who attend
Mountyjoy Square of a serial sex offender, Paul Moore, who has an address in the vicinity of the campus.
In an e-mail sent to these students on Monday morning,
the college said:
“We have been informed
by local Gardaí in the
Mountjoy Square area that
a convicted sex offender,
Paul Moore, is resident in
the area having been released
from prison. The Gardaí are
monitoring activity and we will continue to liaise with them.”
The email also contained a link to a

Sunday World article, headlined ‘Sicko
back for Moore’.
The World described Moore as a “serial rapist” and reported he had been
drinking throughout a morning last June,
in violation of his release conditions.
Moore, 46, is also described as one of
Ireland’s most infamous rapists, and has
three separate convictions for sex attacks, says the World.
DIT's e-mail went on to
advise all students and
staff to be vigilant in terms
of their personal safety in
the city at all times, and to
be aware of this individual
Moore
in particular.
Anything suspicious should be
reported to porters or the Gardaí immediately. Further information can be
sought from Campus Life or DITSU.

Fitzpatrick on UCD student
Samuel O'Connor's actions
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'Fianna Fáil hacks'

Election  season  looms
Ź  Glenn Fitzpatrick to run for USI VP for campaigns, Page 3
Ź  Hopes for improved gender balance in SU leaders this year, Page 5
Ź Meara #WillFare14 campaign proves popular despite the lies, Page 6
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Five  minutes  before  class,  this  Edition  summed  up  in  brief
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*HQGHULPEDODQFHDFURVVWKLUGOHYHO

7ZRSRWHQWLDOERRVWVWRDVVLVWDQFHIXQGV

Professor Ellen Hazelkorn, director of Research and Enterprise,
has called for a close study of the gender balance across thirdlevel institutions, and DIT's place on the spectrum.
Hazelkorn is soon to be seconded to the HEA, meaning DIT's
nine full-time directors, plus the president, will have no female
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQIRUWKHÀUVWWLPHLQ\HDUV

DIT's General Student Assistance Fund, which expired
unexpectedly in mid-November, could receive a much-needed
cash injection in the coming days and weeks.
A rebate from the HEA is widely expected to be directed, in part,
to the fund, as well as a pledge from the college to donate
€100 for every 100 Irish Student Surveys completed.
ŹPage 3
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NEWS

12,000

A union reunion

'LDJQRVHGZLWK67,VLQ,UHODQG
ODVW\HDU

',768KHOGLWVÀUVWHYHUUHXQLRQEULQJLQJ
together past presidents and sabbatical
RIÀFHUVIURPIRXUGHFDGHV6HDQ7XUQEXOO
(DIT Bolton Street SU president 1978-79,
pictured left middle) told the crowd:
“The difference between what students
marched on three years ago, at Merrion
Street, and what we marched on in the
‘70s, was that the most common poster
three years ago was ‘Down with that sort
of thing’ – I’m not sure they were taking
their role very seriously.”

10
American HustleDQGGravity
UHFHLYHG2VFDUQRPLQDWLRQV
HDFKDKHDGRI0DUFKFHUHPRQ\

2
7KHQXPEHURIVFRRSVThe
EditionIHGWRWKHQDWLRQDOPHGLD
ODVWZHHN

32
$UHFRUGLQJEUHDNLQJSDJHVRI
QHZVVSRUWFXOWXUHOLIHVW\OHDQG
PRUHLQWKLVLVVXHRIThe Edition
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'LVDIÀOLDWLRQFULWLFLVP

SUs: Jobs for the boys

Manning TruthFest

DITSU president Fitzpatrick as
criticised a UCD student's exit of
the SU, over its abortion stance, as
"anti-democratic", but O'Connor
has hit back against it.

Present and past DITSU presidents
agree a change is needed in female
representation within the union. It
is hoped this year's role model will
prove a crucial step.

Lecturer Harry Browne tells
WKHÀUVW7UXWK)HVWDXGLHQFH
that journalists have a responsibility to protect, and defend,
Chelsea Manning
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SPORT

,QWHUYLHZ$ODQ%URJDQ
After a season plagued by injury,
Dublin star Brogan is back in
training and looking forward to the
new season
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A beleaguered league
NEWS

GAEILGE

OPINION

6KDPEROLF686,

Feachtas Chonradh
na Gaeilge

Our youth crisis

Letters were mistakenly sent to
TCD and UCC students warning
their grant may be withdrawn, an
error DITSU see as showing policy
weaknesses.

Tá feachtas ar bun ag Conradh
na Gaeilge chun cearta
teangacha a fháil do phobal na
Gaeilge.
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DIT's League of Ireland soccer
players have criticised the removal
of the under-21 league
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'R\RXFRPHKHUHRIWHQ"

Dry January, wet year

67,KRPHWHVWLQJ

"What are you on about,
languages?"... Grand, I'll put
you in Spanish... A night of
conversation (with a hint of
speed-dating) at Language
Exchange Ireland

Ciarán Hyland is shocked to
discover his friend is off the beer
for a month. A valiant effort, but
is it all in vain considering he'll be
back to the student life
from now on?

Best leave it to the GP. Studies
have revealed the unreliable nature
of home tests, which can give
false-positives and false-negatives.
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Laura Harmon of the USI lays
out the number of issues the
Government must put right for
young people, who continue to be
hit hard on many fronts.
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$JUHDWPRQWKIRU6HSWHPEHU*LUOV

'RQ WFDOOLWDFRPHEDFN

“God no – not at all we're all still doing day jobs
to pay the rent. I don't think we'll be giving up
the day jobs any time soon,” Paula Cullen told
Joseph Conroy, when he asked if they planned to
go full-time.
Cullen and the rest of September Girls have
been getting rave reviews for their debut album
Cursing the Sea, and will be playing SXSW this
month after attracting international attention, but
it's a tough time in the music industry.

Eoghan McNeill puts forward a
case for Matthew McConaughey
being one of the most underappreciated actors in Hollywood.
This is no 'McConaisance', he
argues – that Texan 'divil with the
women' has always been a great.
ŹPage 27

ŹPage 25
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Fitzpatrick  to  run  for  
USI  campaigns  position
Al McConnell
EDITOR

',768 SUHVLGHQW *OHQQ )LW]SDWULFN
KDVDQQRXQFHGKLVLQWHQWLRQWRUXQIRU
86, YLFH SUHVLGHQW IRU FDPSDLJQV LQ
WKHFRPLQJHOHFWLRQVHDVRQ
6SHDNLQJWRThe EditionKHVDLG´,
IHHOWKDWWKH86,KDVPRYHGRQIURP
SUHYLRXV\HDUVZKHQLWZDVDELWPRUH
LQZDUGORRNLQJDQGLW·VQRZEHFRPH
DPRUHSURJUHVVLYHRUJDQLVDWLRQZLWK
DUHDOSODQDQGWKLQJVVWDUWLQJWRIDOO
LQWRSODFH
´, UHDOO\ IHHO WKDW ,·G KDYH VRPH
WKLQJ WR FRQWULEXWH >«@ , IHHO OLNH ,
KDYHDELUG·VH\HYLHZRIWKHQDWLRQ
DOVWXGHQWPRYHPHQWDWWKHPRPHQW
VR , ZDQW WR JHW LQ DQG ZRUN ZLWK
HYHU\68LQWKHFRXQWU\LGHQWLI\LQJ
ZKHUHWKHLUVWUHQJWKVDQGZHDNQHVV
HVDUHDQGWU\WRVWUHQJWKHQWKHLURZQ
VWUXFWXUHVµ
)LW]SDWULFN DOVR SRLQWHG WR ´VRPH
WKLQJ VOLJKWO\ DGGLFWLYHµ DERXW
UXQQLQJ IRU HOHFWLRQV DQG VWDWHG

It's reached a very
pivotal stage... the next
six months could make
of break a lot of things
for the USI
²*OHQQ)LW]SDWULFN

´7KHUH·V QRWKLQJ ,·G PXFK UDWKHU GR
WKDW WUDYHO WKH FRXQWU\ VKDULQJ P\
LGHDV ZLWK P\ SHHUV DQG ORRNLQJ IRU
WKHLUWUXVWDJDLQµ
Student apathy
7KH93IRUFDPSDLJQVSRVLWLRQZLOO
KDYHDQLPSRUWDQWUROHRYHUWKHQH[W
IHZ\HDUVDVVWXGHQWXQLRQVLQFOXG
LQJ WKH 86, WU\ WR RYHUWXUQ ZLGH
VSUHDGDSDWK\DPRQJWKHLUPHPEHUV
VRPHWKLQJ)LW]SDWULFNUHIHUVWRDVLWV
´ELJJHVWEDWWOHµ
´7KDW·V QRW WR EODPH VWXGHQWV EXW

Bolton  St  bike  security  
in  need  of  overhaul  as  
thefts  continue
Barry Lennon
DEPUTY EDITOR

',7 &\FOLQJ &OXE SUHVLGHQW 'D
YLG 6ZLIW VDLG %ROWRQ 6WUHHW QHHGV
DQ LQGRRU ELNH VKHOWHU DV LWV VHFXUH
FRPSRXQGIDLOVWRSUHYHQWFRQWLQXHG
WKHIWVWKHUH
6ZLIW GHVFULEHG VHFXULW\ DV ¶WKH ELJ
JHVW LVVXH· IRU F\FOLVWV FULWLFLVLQJ WKH
YLVLELOLW\RIWKHFRPSRXQGLQWKHFDP
SXV·VFDUSDUNDVDPDMRUFDXVHRIWKHIWV
´, KHDU PDQ\ VWRULHV RI ELNHV EH
LQJ VWROHQ RU DWWHPSWHG UREEHULHV LQ
WKH JDWHG ELNH DUHD , IHHO WKDW LI WKH
FROOHJHFRXOGSURYLGHDQLQGRRUELNH
VKHOWHUWKHQXPEHURIVWROHQELNHVZLOO
GHFUHDVH DV WKH\·G EH RXW RI VLJKWµ
VDLG6ZLIW
7KH FRPSRXQG DFFHVVHG E\ VZLSH
FDUGVZDVVHWXS¶DIWHUDYHU\VHULRXV
SUREOHP RI WKHIWV LQ · DF
FRUGLQJWR+HDGRIFDPSXVOLIH%ULDQ
*RUPOH\
+RZHYHU LW KDV IDLOHG WR VWRS ELNH
WKHIWVDW%ROWRQ6WUHHWDVSRUWHUVWROG
WKH (GLWLRQ WKLHYHV KDYH JDLQHG DF
FHVV WR WKH FRPSRXQG E\ VOLSSLQJ LQ
EHKLQGF\FOLVWVZKRKDYHOHJLWLPDWHO\
VZLSHG LQ DQG RWKHUV FOLPELQJ RYHU
WKHIHQFHDWQLJKW
6ZLIWUHSRUWHGSRRU&&79FRYHUDJH
TXDOLW\DW%ROWRQ6WUHHW
´2QHRIRXUFOXEPHPEHUVUHFHQWO\

KDGKLVELNHVWROHQDQGDVNHGWKHSRU
WHUV WR VHH WKH IRRWDJH$FFRUGLQJ WR
KLPWKHTXDOLW\RIWKHFDPHUDVZDVVR
EDGWKDWLWZDVLPSRVVLEOHWRPDNHRXW
DQ\WKLQJLQWKHVKRWµ,WLVQRWNQRZQ
ZKHWKHU SRRU &&79 KDV EHHQ QRWHG
E\',7EHIRUH
7KH QHHG IRU &&79 ZDV GLVFXVVHG
RYHU D \HDU DJR ZKHQ %ROWRQ 6WUHHW
ZDVIRUFHGWRVKXWLWVIURQWGRRUDIWHU
DQXPEHURIUREEHULHVLQ
%XLOGLQJV RIÀFHU 3DXO 0F'XQSK\
stated directly after the door closure
WKDW',7ODFNHGUHVRXUFHVWRNHHSWZR
HQWUDQFHVRSHQDW%ROWRQ6WUHHW
´',7FDQ·WKLUHQHZSRUWHUVWRPRQ
LWRUWKHGRRUEHFDXVH«ZHFDQ·WXS
GDWH IDFLOLWLHV ZLWKRXW PRQH\µ VDLG
0F'XQSK\ VSHDNLQJ WR The Edition
LQ
:KLOHWKHWKHIWWKUHDWPD\GLVFRXU
DJH F\FOLQJ WKH FROOHJH PD\ KDYH
UHQHZHG LQWHUHVW LQ SURSRVDOV OLNH
6ZLIW·VWKDWHQFRXUDJHF\FOLVWVDVLW
UHFHQWO\ EHJDQ LWV ELG WR JHW D JUHHQ
ÁDJ²DZDUGHGIRUVXVWDLQDELOLW\
 ´&XUUHQWO\  SHUFHQW RI ',7 VWX
GHQWV XVH VXVWDLQDEOH PHWKRGV WR
WUDYHO WR FROOHJH ZKLFK LQFOXGHV F\
FOLQJ7KH*UHHQ&DPSXV&RPPLWWHH
>FRPPLWWHH FKDUJHG ZLWK DFKLHYLQJ
JUHHQÁDJVWDWXV@«ZRXOGEHKDSS\
WRORRNDWDQ\SURSRVDOVWRHQFRXUDJH
VWXGHQWVDQGVWDIIWRF\FOHWRFROOHJHµ
VDLG*RUPOH\

LW·V LQFUHDVLQJO\ GLIÀFXOW WR FRPH XS
ZLWKFDPSDLJQVWRHQJDJHSHRSOHEXW
\RXKDYHWRÀQGZD\VWRGRWKDWµKH
VDLG
´,W·V UHDFKHG D YHU\ SLYRWDO VWDJH
DQG,WKLQNQRZLW·VDERXWKDYLQJWKH
ULJKWSHRSOHDWWKHKHOPWRPDNHVXUH
WKRVHWKLQJVIDOOLQWRSODFH7KHQH[W
VL[PRQWKVFRXOGPDNHRUEUHDNDORW
RI WKLQJV IRU 86, 7KH UHDIÀOLDWLRQ
UHIHUHQGXPV LQ '&8 DQG SRWHQWLDOO\
LQ8/IRUH[DPSOHFRXOGKDYHDQLP
SDFWRQ8&'·VSRVLWLRQµ
)LW]SDWULFN DOVR VWDWHG WKDW KDYLQJ

ORVWIDLWKLQWUDGHXQLRQVKHIHHOVWKH
VWXGHQW PRYHPHQW LV ´SUREDEO\ WKH
RQO\ RQH WKDW FDQ UHHQJDJH \RXQJ
SHRSOH ZLWK SROLWLFV LQ WKH IDFH RI D
VWHDG\VWUHDPRIVWRULHVRQFRUUXSWLRQ
DQGF\QLFLVPZLWKLQ,ULVKSROLWLFVDQG
FLYLOVHUYLFHVµ
Budget 2015
)LW]SDWULFN VXEPLWWHG D SURSRVDO WR
86,·V QDWLRQDO FRXQFLO LQ 1RYHPEHU
RXWOLQLQJDSODQIRUDIXQGLQJSROLF\
DKHDG RI QH[W \HDU·V EXGJHW DIWHU
PHHWLQJ D UDQJH RI FHQWUHULJKW 7'V
RYHU WKH SDVW IHZ PRQWKV DQG EHLQJ
´VKRFNHG DW WKH ODFN RI NQRZOHGJH
DURXQG KRZ WKLUGOHYHO HGXFDWLRQ
FRQWULEXWHVWRVRFLHW\µ
7KH SURSRVDO ZDV EDFNHG XQDQL
PRXVO\ DQG LV QRZ EHLQJ GHYHORSHG
IXUWKHU E\ WKH 86, IRU WKH FRPLQJ
\HDU)LW]SDWULFNKDVVWDWHGKHZRXOG
OLNHWR´ÀQLVKZKDWKHVWDUWHGµ
3RWHQWLDO RSSRQHQWV WR ',768·V
FXUUHQW SUHVLGHQW ZLOO KDYH XQWLO
WKH WK RI )HEUXDU\ WR VXEPLW WKHLU
QRPLQDWLRQV

DIT's General Student Assistance Fund expired in November, much earlier than expected

DIT  pledges  money  to  SAF  based  on  
participation  in  2014  student  survey
Al McConnell
EDITOR

',7LVWRGRQDWH½WRWKH6WXGHQW
$VVLVWDQFH)XQG 6$) IRUHYHU\
IXOO\FRPSOHWHGUHVSRQVHVWRWKH,ULVK
6XUYH\RI6WXGHQW(QJDJHPHQW
)ROORZLQJ WKH H[KDXVWLRQ RI WKH
)XQGLQWKHWKLUGZHHNRI1RYHPEHU
VLJQLÀFDQWO\ HDUOLHU WKDQ LQ UHFHQW
\HDUVWKHUHKDYHEHHQVHYHUDOHIIRUWV
PDGHE\&DPSXV/LIHORFDOEXVLQHVV
HVFKDULWLHVDQGLQGLYLGXDOV
,Q D VWDWHPHQW &DPSXV /LIH VDLG
´7KH IXQG KDV QHYHU EHHQ H[KDXVWHG
VR HDUO\ LQ WKH \HDU EHIRUH DQG WKLV
KDV REYLRXVO\ FDXVHG PXFK GLVWUHVV
WRVWXGHQWVDQGWKHVWDIIZKRVXSSRUW
WKHP,QUHVSRQVHWRWKHREYLRXVQHHG
WKDWVWLOOH[LVWV',7&DPSXV/LIHKDV
SXW LQ SODFH D QXPEHU RI HPHUJHQF\
PHDVXUHVIRUVWXGHQWVLQFULVLV
´,QFUHDVLQJO\ ZH DUH VHHNLQJ DQG
UHFHLYLQJ VXSSRUW IURP QRQJRYHUQ

PHQW VRXUFHV >@ $OUHDG\ WKLV \HDU
ZH KDYH UHFHLYHG QHDUO\ ½N LQ
GRQDWLRQV IURP WKH VWXGHQWV XQLRQ
VWDII JUDGXDWHV VWXGHQW IXQGUDLVLQJ
DQG  RQH YHU\ JHQHURXV GRQDWLRQ RI
½IURPDJUDGXDWHLQWKH86µ
'U 5DFKHO 2·&RQQRU RI &DPSXV
Life told The Edition´,ZRXOGDVNDOO
VWXGHQWVWRJHWLQYROYHGE\FRPSOHW
LQJ WKH ,ULVK 6XUYH\ RI 6WXGHQW (Q
JDJHPHQW%XWQRWRQO\WKDW,ZRXOG
HTXDOO\DVNWKHPWRSURPRWHWKHVXU
YH\WRWKHLUIULHQGV1RWRQO\ZLOOWKHLU
YRLFHVEHKHDUGEXWWKH\ZLOODOVREH
KHOSLQJWKHLUIHOORZIULHQGVVWXGHQWV
DQG FROOHDJXHV E\ UDLVLQJ PRQH\ IRU
WKH*HQHUDO6WXGHQW$VVLVWDQFHIXQGµ
$ VLJQLÀFDQW DPRXQW RI PRQH\
FRXOGEHUDLVHGIRUWKH)XQGLIDOOHO
LJLEOH',7VWXGHQWVZHUHWRFRPSOHWH
WKHVXUYH\ZKLFKLVRSHQWRÀUVW\HDU
ÀQDO\HDUDQGSRVWJUDGXDWHVWXGHQWV
,WZLOORSHQRQWKHWKRI)HEUXDU\
IRUWKUHHZHHNVDQGFDQEHDFFHVVHG
DWZZZVWXGHQWVXUYH\LH

News  Bulletin
Rainbow Week
',7·V /*%7 VRFLHW\ ZLOO SOD\ KRVW
WR ¶5DLQERZ ZHHN· EHJLQQLQJ QH[W
0RQGD\LQDQDWWHPSWWR´SURPRWHWKH
VRFLHW\DQGWRSURPRWHLQFOXVLRQµ
(YHQWV ZLOO EH KHOG WKURXJKRXW WKH
ZHHN WR HGXFDWH DQG LQYROYH ERWK
PHPEHUV DQG QRQPHPEHUV RI WKH
/*%7FRPPXQLW\XQGHUWKHWKHPHRI
¶FRQTXHULQJVWHUHRW\SHV·
$P\ 'XGOH\ FKDLUSHUVRQ RI WKH
/*%7 6RFLHW\ H[SODLQHG WKDW DO
WKRXJK,ULVKVRFLHW\KDVFRPHDORQJ
ZD\ LQ EDWWOLQJ VWHUHRW\SHV ´WKHUH LV
VWLOODORWPRUHQHHGHGWREHGRQHµ
$SROORQPDUULDJHHTXDOLW\ZLOOEH
WDNHQ LQ $XQJLHU 6W IURP WKH UG RI
)HEUXDU\ZLWKDOLYHFRXQWHUGLVSOD\
LQJWKHDQRQ\PRXVYRWHV
'XGOH\ KRSHV WKH ZHHN·V  HYHQWV
ZLOO QRW RQO\ HQFRXUDJH HTXDOLW\
DPRQJ VWXGHQWV EXW DOVR LQFOXVLRQ RI
QRQ/*%7 PHPEHUV ´7KH VWLJPD LV
JRLQJDQGJRLQJEXWWKH/*%7VRFLHW\
VWLOOGRHVQ·WKDYHPDQ\DOOLHVµ
– Read the full article at edition.ie

Blockbuster plan
for Reel Soc
DIT’s Reel Society are set to produce
WKHLUÀUVWJUDGXDWHVWDQGDUGVKRUWÀOP
DERXWWKHORVVRIVDLORUVDWVHDDQGWKH
JULHYLQJZRPHQZKRZDLW
6SHDNLQJ WR The Edition, FKDLUPDQ
RIWKHVRFLHW\6KDQH-RQDWKDQ&ROOLQV
VDLGWKHÀOPLVLQÁXHQFHGVWURQJO\E\
WKH´:DLWLQJDW6HDµVWDWXHDWWKHKHDG
RI5RVVHV3RLQWLQ&R6OLJR
7KHVRFLHW\SUHYLRXVO\NQRZQDV)LOP
6RFKDVEHHQUHHVWDEOLVKHGLQ',7DI
WHUWZRGRUPDQW\HDUV,WLVQRZWKHVHF
RQGODUJHVWVRFLHW\LQWKHFROOHJH
&ROOLQVDOVRVDLGWKHVRFLHW\SODQQHG
WR ´SURGXFH VWXGHQW ÀOPV WR D KLJK
VWDQGDUGµ WKDW ZRXOG HQKDQFH PHP
EHUV·HPSOR\PHQWRSSRUWXQLWLHV
+RZHYHU KDYLQJ UDLVHG ½ IRU
FKDULW\LQ'HFHPEHUWKHVRFLHW\KDYH
GHFLGHGWRSXUVXHIXUWKHUFKDULW\ZRUN
DVZHOODVIROORZLQJXSODVWVHPHVWHU V
PDVWHUFODVVHV 6XQGDQFH DZDUGZLQ
QLQJ GLUHFWRU 1LFN 5\DQ DQG ,)7$
DZDUGZLQQLQJ VFUHHQZULWHU 3LHUFH
5\DQ ZLWKIXUWKHUKLJKSURÀOHJXHVWV

Assistance Fund
top-up expected
',7 KDV UHFHLYHG ½ LQ DGGL
WLRQDO IXQGLQJ IURP WKH +($ DORQJ
ZLWKDOHWWHUVXJJHVWLQJWKH\UHGLUHFW
VRPH RI WKLV WRZDUGV VWXGHQW DVVLV
WDQFHIXQGV
1R GHFLVLRQ KDV EHHQ ÀQDOLVHG E\
WKHFROOHJHEXWLWLVZLGHO\H[SHFWHG
WKDW D SURSRUWLRQ ZLOO EH GLUHFWHG WR
WKH ',7 *HQHUDO 6WXGHQW $VVLVWDQFH
)XQG 6$) 
',768 SUHVLGHQW *OHQQ )LW]SDWULFN
told The Edition: ´, ZRXOG EH YHU\
YHU\ VKRFNHG LI WKH\ GLG QRW GR VR
HVSHFLDOO\FRQVLGHULQJWKDWLWZDVRXU
VHOYHVDQGWKH86,WKDWLQLWLDOO\WRJHW
WKDWPRQH\UHLPEXUVHGµ
/LPHULFN,7DQG,77UDOHHKDYHFRQ
ÀUPHGWKHUHGLUHFWLRQRIVRPHUHEDWH
IXQGVWRVWXGHQWDVVLVWDQFH
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HAVEYOURSAY

“If more women sign up
to be elected then there
would be more women
SU presidents. It’s up to
them to sign up; if more
women were interested
they would surely sign
up for the position."

Aaron Doyle
(2nd Year Journalism)

Rachael  O'Brien  JUDEEHGVRPHVWXGHQWVRQWKHLU¿UVWGD\EDFNDQG
DVNHG :KDWLV\RXURSLQLRQRQWKHODFNRIZRPHQLQVWXGHQWXQLRQV"

"There is no reason why
women shouldn't be in
student politics. I mean,
if you look at politics
in general, it looks like
Hillary Clinton could be
the next president in the
states. And sure soon
ZHPLJKWJHWRXUÀUVW
female Taoiseach"

“I think more women
should run for President
of the college as it
would help them for the
future. Look at Angela
Merkel – she is woman
power. This is the new
generation and more
women should stand up
and be heard.”

Colin Farrell

Dupe Hassan

(1st Year Logistics
and Supply Chain
Management)

(MA Strategic
Marketing)

"I think there should be
more in the SU higher
roles. It would give
a better outlook for
everyone if there was."

Aoife Birmingham
(2nd Year Film &
Broadcasting)

,WKLQNWKHUHGHÀQLWHO\
should be more women
in the SU here, as it
would provide a gender
balance, something that
is needed everywhere."

William O'Toole
(2nd Year Journalism)

Fake  penises  and  petting  zoos:  it's  RAG  and  SHAG
DITSU announces a fortnight of combined events for RAG and SHAG,
with two main nights and a host of sexual health promotions
Al McConnell
EDITOR

RAG and SHAG weeks, previously
held consecutively over two weeks,
have been combined this year into
RQH HYHQWÀOOHG IRUWQLJKW EHJLQQLQJ
RQWKHWKRI)HEUXDU\
Two major events, the Barretstown
Valentine’s Ball and Mystery Warehouse Rave, each €15 entry, will be
WKHPDUTXHHQLJKWVRIWKHIRUWQLJKW
:LOO 0HDUD ',768 93 IRU HQWV
WROG 7KH (GLWLRQ WKDW VSUHDGLQJ WKH
events out over two weeks should
help students save money, with paid
HYHQWV WDNLQJ SODFH RQ WKH 7XHVGD\V
and Thursdays, rather than one week
VROLGDVKDGEHHQGRQHLQWKHSDVW
)LDFKUD 'XII\ ',76893 IRU ZHOIDUH DOVR H[SODLQHG WKDW WKLV \HDU·V
HYHQWV ZLOO KDYH D ELJ IRFXV RQ HQ-

JDJLQJ ZLWK VWXGHQWV LQ RUGHU WR JHW
WKH5$*DQG6+$*PHVVDJHVDFURVV
´7KHUHLVDVHULRXVDVSHFWWRWKHIRUWQLJKWDORQJVLGHDOOWKHIXQµKHVDLG
6H[XDOKHDOWKDZDUHQHVVHYHQWVZLOO
include a ‘condom demonstrator’ and
EHHUJRJJOHVZKLFK'XII\H[SODLQHG
will be used to simulate the realistic
H[SHULHQFH
´7KHUHZLOOEHELQJHGULQNLQJJRJJOHVEXWDOVRWLQWHGRQHVWRVLPXODWH
WKHQLJKWWLPHHIIHFW\RX·UHSUREDEO\
JRLQJ WR EH LQ WKH GDUN GRLQJ WKHVH
WKLQJVµKHVDLG
'XII\ KDV DOVR ORRNHG LQWR EX\LQJ
a new condom demonstrator, with an
HMDFXODWLRQ IHDWXUH IRU ',768 DQG
KDVFDOFXODWHGWKHWRWDOYROXPHRIDUWLÀFLDO VHPHQ UHTXLUHG IRU 5$* DQG
6+$*HYHQWV
“We need to make sure there’s
HQRXJKIRU',7VWXGHQWVWRHMDFXODWH
IRUDVROLGHLJKWGD\VµKHVDLG

Events
7KHÀUVWHYHQWRI5$*DQG6+$*
ZLOO EH VSHHG GDWLQJ RQ 0RQGD\ WKH
WKRI)HEUXDU\IROORZHGE\´GLUW\
VH[\ JDPHV OLNH ZDQNLQJ D VWLFN RU
VZDSSLQJ FORWKHV LW·V D ORW RI IXQµ
VDLG0HDUD
7KH IRUWQLJKW ZLOO LQFOXGH D ¶EDUQ
GDQFH·WREHKHOGLQG7ZRQLJKWFOXE
on Harcourt St, which will boast its
RZQSHWWLQJ]RRRQWKHQLJKW´6KHHS
FKLFNHQVSRQLHV«WKHORWµH[SODLQHG
0HDUD
“You would think it’s completely
PDGEXWLW·VDGRQHWKLQJDOOLQVXUHG
DQGOHJLWµKHFRQWLQXHG
',7·V%DWWOHRIWKH%DQGVKRVWHGE\
*LJ6RFZLOODOVRKDYHWZRKHDWVWDJHVRQWKH:HGQHVGD\VRIWKHIRUWQLJKW
7KH9DOHQWLQH·V%DOOLQDLGRI%DUUHWVWRZQ ',768·V RIÀFLDO FKDULW\
this year, will take place on Thursday
WKHWKRI)HEUXDU\WREHKHOGDWWKH

"We have
to make
sure there's
enough fake
semen for
DIT students
to ejaculate
for a solid
eight days"

"Again, it
gets a bit
ÀOWK\DIWHU
that"
– Will Meara

²)LDFKUD'XII\

5R\DO0DULQH+RWHO
´,W ZLOO KDYH PRUH RI D WKHPH WKLV
\HDUµ VDLG 0HDUD SRWHQWLDOO\ LQFOXGLQJ D IDNH  PDUULDJH DOWDU IRU
FRXSOHVWKDWJHWFDXJKWXSLQWKH9DOHQWLQH·V'D\VSLULW
7KH ¶%LJ 'LUW\ 6H[\ 7DEOH 4XL]·
ZLOO EH KHOG RQ 0RQGD\ WKH WK RI
)HEUXDU\DTXL]WKHPHGDURXQGVH[XDOKHDOWKDQGLQQXHQGR
´$JDLQLWJHWVDELWÀOWK\DIWHUWKDWµ
VDLG0HDUD
Mr and Mrs DIT, which will be

MXGJHGE\DPHPEHURI:HVWOLIHZLOO
EHKHOGWKHIROORZLQJGD\DQGZLOOLQFOXGHDPRFNPDVVZHGGLQJ
7KH IRUWQLJKW ZLOO HQG ZLWK WKH
Mystery Warehouse Rave with Low
6WHSSD RQ WKH WK RI )HEUXDU\ WKH
VHFRQG RI WKH ½ HYHQWV 7KH IHH
includes a return bus to an unknown
ORFDWLRQ
´,W·V OHJLW LW·V LQVXUHG VR WKHUH·OO
EHQRQHRIWKLVZDUHKRXVHVKXWGRZQ
VKLWH :H·UH H[SHFWLQJ ELJ QXPEHUV
IRUWKDWRQHµH[SODLQHG0HDUD
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Gender  balance  of  third-level  staff  needs  review UCDSU  exit  
%*5EJSFDUPSDBMMTGPSBOBMZTJTPGUIFDPMMFHFhTGFNBMFTUBGmOH BOEBXJEFSOBUJPOBMFWBMVBUJPO
Al McConnell
EDITOR

DIT’s top level staff could soon have
no full-time female representation,
with Professor Ellen Hazelkorn to be
seconded to the HEA and a new director to be brought in for Research
and Enterprise.
The top level staff within the college, based on the top ten salaries,
includes president Brian Norton
(€175,876 per year) and nine heads
of departments (€136,276 per year),
though Hazelkorn will stay on as a
director for two days per week.
Figures sent to the Higher Education Authority (HEA) earlier this
month also show that 68 percent of
staff at all management grades (academic and non-academic) are men,
with 32 percent women.
According to a DIT spokesperson,
however, the overall gender balance
across all employees of the college
is approximately 50-50, suggesting
a skew towards men occurs as we
move up the hierarchy.

"At  the  
minute  
we  just  
don't  know  
where  DIT  
sits  on  the  
barometer  of  
equality"
–  Prof.  Ellen  Hazelkorn

On DIT’s Governing Body, however,
eight of its 20 members are women.
As Hazelkorn told The Edition,
though there is no indication of deliberate gender discrimination, “there
are wider issues in higher education
nationally that need to be tackled”.
Hazelkorn would like DIT to produce an analysis of the raw population data it possesses at the moment.
“What we need is someone to take
a step back, analyse the data, ask
whether there is an issue, and then

U-who?
Bolton Street's SU president Paul Farrell
turned down U2 for a gig in 1979
Al McConnell
EDITOR

When Adam Clayton calls to ask if
U2 can play a gig at your venue, you
agree on the spot (or at least most
people would).
But in 1979, when just that happened, Bolton Street SU president
Paul Farrell wasn’t convinced. U2
had recently formed, and were playing a residency at Trinity’s Buttery.
They wanted a gig at Bolton Street’s
‘Kinema’, a makeshift venue in a
200-seater lecture theatre, which
hosted local bands on Wednesday and
Friday lunchtimes and evenings.
The Boomtown Rats (who also
SOD\HGWKHLUÀUVWHYHUJLJDVWKH5DWV
in a DIT venue), The Vipers, and The
Radiators from Space all played the
‘Kinema’, and it was regularly mentioned in the press; it was the place
to be.
It meant that the Kinema was heavily booked that year, however, so
when Clayton asked for a gig, Farrell
wasn’t sure.
“Well, I’ve never heard of you,” he
said, but Clayton was persistent.
“No, we’re good, we’re good. Come
along and see us at Trinity, we’ll put
your name on the door.”

The next Friday night, Farrell and
a few other SU members were in
O’Neill’s, on Suffolk Street.
“We were all having a few drinks,
and I’d intended to go over to Trinity
to see this band,” explains Farrell.
What happened next is a matter of
some disagreement. As Farrell says
himself, “there are 38 years and alcohol involved in this”.
A member of the group (all of whom
deny that they were the ultimate culprit, though Farrell believes it was
HLWKHU WKH (QWV RIÀFHU RI WKH WLPH RU
a friend also present on the night),
volunteered to go over to assess U2’s
credentials in Farrell’s place.
A little while and a few drinks later,
the scout returned to O’Neill’s.
“They’re OK…just OK.”
“You wouldn’t give them a gig so?”
“I don’t think so.”
It was higher praise than many others gave the band in their early days,
but not enough for a booking.
Clayton followed up the Monday
after, and Farrell (claiming to have
gone to see the band himself) broke
the news gently that they wouldn’t be
getting a slot.
“Yeah you’re pretty good, you’re
coming along well, but I’m afraid we
MXVWFDQ·WÀW\RXLQWRWKHVFKHGXOHµ
he told the bassist.

“Diversity  is  
associated  
with  
innovation"

–  Prof.  Pat  O'Connor,  UL

see what we could do about it,” she
said.
“At the minute we just don’t know
where DIT sits on the barometer of
equality. It may be very good, but
it may not be, we just don’t know.
We need to produce an overview of
the entire DIT population,” said Hazelkorn.
She also said that this is a national problem in higher education: “We
don’t know enough about our staff”.
A DIT spokesperson told The Edi-

Dear Bono,

tion: “It would be a very good idea to
put together an overall analysis, and
it’s a national issue rather than one
VSHFLÀFWR',7
“DIT will be happy to comply with
any changes in the way the HEA requires data to be presented on gender
breakdowns of staff and students.”
The HEA was recently criticised
for, and admitted, its current inforPDWLRQRQWKHJHQGHUSURÀOHRIVWDII
in senior academic positions being
“inadequate”, following a letter to the
Irish Times from Prof. Pat O’Connor,
of the University of Limerick.
O’Connor wrote on the 2nd of January:
“The EU has been concerned about
the under-representation of women
in senior academic and management
positions in higher education, and
VHHVLWDVUHÁHFWLQJV\VWHPLFDQGRU
ganisational issues.”
O’Connor also stated that “diversity
is associated with innovation”, and in
,UHODQGRYHU IRXUÀIWKV RI VHQLRU DF
ademics and of those in senior management positions in publicly funded
universities are men.

The Edition,
DIT,
Aungier Street,
Dublin 2

I am writing as Editor of
The Edition, the newspaper
of the Dublin Institute of
Technology.
In 1979, Adam Clayton con
tacted the Student Union
of DIT’s Bolton Street cam
pus, to request a gig in the
college’s ‘Kinema’ venue.
In a regrettable move, the
then-‐president of the
union did not offer the
band a slot to play. After
seeing U2 at Trinity’s But
tery venue, it was felt,
through evident misjudgem
ent, that the band were
not good enough at the tim
e to merit a booking.
35 years on, I am writing
to enquire as to whether
U2 would like to put this
right, and play or appear
at a DIT campus this May
30th (there is some leeway
for the date). Students of
the college missed out on
a moment of history that
year, and it would be a
thoughtful and greatly app
reciated move by the band
to allow the The Edition
, as the DIT newspaper, to
make belated amends on beh
alf of our 1979 Student
Union counterparts.
Feel free to get in contac
t at any time,
Many thanks for your time
and best regards,
Al McConnell
The Edition's letter to U2, sent earlier this month. They have yet to respond.

“I might have said call me back in
three or six months, but nothing came
of it.”
The question remains of who takes
the blame, or perhaps the credit, for
turning down U2 in their early days.
The band took off soon after that,
according to Farrell. Paul McGuin-

ness started to weave his magic and a
record deal soon followed.
All in all, they’ve done OK without
that early break in DIT’s Kinema. But
where they could be with that added
boost? Golden Globe winners? Close
friends with Nelson Mandela? We’ll
never know.

was  'anti-
democratic'
Fitzpatrick criticises
UCD's Samuel O'Connor
Al McConnell
EDITOR

DITSU president Glenn Fitzpatrick
has criticised UCD student Samuel
2·&RQQRUIRUKLVKLJKSURÀOHGLVDIÀO
iation from his student union.
O’Connor won the right to leave
UCDSU in December, in protest
against the union’s pro-choice stance
on abortion.
Speaking to The Edition, Fitzpatrick
said a “dangerous precedent” might
have been set, that could put at stake
the “culture, tradition and nature of
student unions as we know them”.
“If someone really wants to leave
then there’s not an awful lot you can
do about that,” he said. “He was goLQJWRÀQGDZD\RQHZD\RUDQRWKHU
but what he did was anti-democratic.
Student unions are not like trade unions. There’s a service element there,
but there’s also representation, and
any student who thinks they can go
into college and will have every management person or lecturer looking
out for their best interests is totally
naïve and offside.”
O’Connor has since defended his
actions, telling The Edition he believes Fitzpatrick has displayed a
“fundamental misunderstanding of
‘democracy’”.
He went on to say: “This [right to
choose whether or not to be a member of an SU] is a Constitutional right
which, unfortunately for the vested
interest of Mr Fitzpatrick and other
SUs, exists entirely independently
from them. Were I a DIT student Mr
Fitzpatrick's obvious disdain for the
rights of students to freely associate
would be of serious concern.”
The DITSU president is hopeful,
however, that O’Connor’s widely reported case will not be followed by
students in DIT or elsewhere.
´0\ ÀUVW UHDFWLRQ WR WKLV ZDV WKDW
WKLV LVQ·W WKH ÀUVW WLPH LW KDV FRPH
up,” said Fitzpatrick. “If someone
makes a big enough song and dance
about it you can imagine a ruling like
that happening.”
O’Connor, a third year law student,
won the right to leave the union at a
UCDSU Independent Appeals & Disciplinary Board (IADB) hearing in
December.
The IADB held that it “would not
be respecting Mr O’Connor’s legal
ULJKWVµ LI LW ZHUH WR UHIXVH GLVDIÀO
The Edition's letter to U2, earlier this mon
iation, after O’Connor challenged
an earlier refusal on constitutional
grounds of freedom of association.
The case did not, however, award
O’Connor the right to a refund for
any monies paid towards SU membership, as it was held the contribution fee goes to the college, after
which a block grant is awarded to
the union.
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Hidden  Irish  links  
of  Private  Manning
)BSSZ#SPXOFTQFBLTJOTVQQPSUPGXIJTUMFCMPXFS.BOOJOHhTGBNJMZ
Al McConnell
EDITOR

DIT lecturer Harry Browne
travelled to the small Welsh
town of Haverfordwest earlier this month to take part in
WKH ÀUVW 0DQQLQJ 7UXWK)HVW
a fundraising event for the
family of Chelsea (previously
%UDGOH\ 0DQQLQJ
The event saw a range of
Irish musicians, performers,
academics and activists travel to Wales for a weekend of
performances and talks, in solidarity with Manning’s family,
to raise funds for them to visit
her in Fort Leavenworth Disciplinary Barracks, and to raise
consciousness of the story in
WKHLUFRPPXQLW\
There has been a surprising
lack of coverage, Browne said,
of the fact that Manning’s family is Welsh/Irish – she lived in
Wales when the Iraq war started – and a lack of support for
WKHIDPLO\
Browne’s speech called for
journalists who have written
about Manning’s revelations

to come forward and campaign
IRUWKHLUVRXUFH·VIUHHGRP
“There’s a basic professional
responsibility to your source,”
Browne told The Edition ´$W
this point it’s not a question
of protecting the source –
her identity is out there – but
there’s a responsibility of defending your source and saying that there’s an important
ethical principle that it’s not
a crime to make information
DYDLODEOHWRMRXUQDOLVWVµ

$IWHU UHOHDVLQJ FODVVLÀHG
information to Wikileaks in
2010, including footage that
became known as ‘Collateral
Murder’ and brought Wikileaks to global recognition,
0DQQLQJ ZDV LGHQWLÀHG ZKHQ
an online acquaintance, Adrian

Lamo, passed information to
86PLOLWDU\RIÀFLDOV
Manning received a sentence
of 35 years last 30th of July,
for a range of offences including espionage and theft, but
was acquitted of aiding the enemy and could be eligible for
SDUROHDIWHUHLJKW\HDUV
Browne also attended ‘Airing
Erris’ in Rosslare, Co Mayo,
last week, an event looking
back at media coverage of the
&RUULESLSHOLQHLVVXH
´,W·V D GLIÀFXOW WKLQJ WKH
people up here have been
through,” he said, “but you
can also look at it as a giant
multinational company, with
the backing of the state, being
WZRÀHOGVDZD\IURPEXLOGLQJ
a pipeline through this comPXQLW\1RZWHQ\HDUVRQDQG
the project is in a different loFDWLRQDQGLVQ·WÀQLVKHG
“Whether you agree or disagree with their tactics or their
message, there’s an actual
DFKLHYHPHQWWKHUHµ
Harry Browne’s report on the
Manning TruthFest will be published in the February edition of
Counterpunch magazine.

First  days  at  a  new  school
/FX%*54DIPPMGPSNFEUPBEBQUUPBTUSVHHMJOHDPOTUSVDUJPOTFDUPS
Al McConnell
EDITOR

DIT’s College of Engineering and Built Environment
(CEBE) has created a brand
new school in an attempt to
adapt to the new construction
and architecture sector, following economic crash and
GLJLWDOUHYROXWLRQ
Formed on the 4th of November, the new school, with
a working title ‘Multi-Disciplinary Technologies’, is a reaction to low student demand
at present, largely due to the
collapse of the construction
LQGXVWU\
The new head of school, Dr
Kevin Kelly, described the new
approach across the CEBE:
“We want to be a leaner,
PHDQHU ÀJKWLQJ PDFKLQH
ZLWKLQWKHFROOHJHµ
(QJLQHHULQJLQÀJKWLQJ
The new school is, in Kelly’s
words, rather “unusual” in that
it does not possess its own dis-
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ciplines, such as electronics or
architecture, but is designed to
SUHYHQWWKHFRQÁLFWVWKDWKDYH
existed between engineering
FRXUVHV
“In the past, there would
have been differences of
opinions over which schools
attract research and develop
SURJUDPPHV LQ FHUWDLQ ÀHOGV
such as energy management
or renewables, which could
have been in either electrical
engineering or mechanical enJLQHHULQJµ
It remains unclear how this
will work in terms of everyday
practice (as Kelly points out,
he has only been in the role for
two months) and the school is
currently in a process of establishing itself
Setting up sooner
Establishing the new school
in part as a response to the
struggling marketplace has
raised questions over whether it could have been done
VRRQHU
Dr Mike Murphy, director of

the CEBE, told The Edition:
“We are delighted to have the
new school up and running,
and have high hopes it on it
EHLQJDKXJHO\VXFFHVVIXO
“Sometimes you look back
on the path you’ve walked and
think perhaps we might have
walked a different path or have
ZDONHGWKLVSDWKVRRQHUµ
Murphy went on to say that
“big wheels move slowly” and
there was some frustration on
the college management side
of things after a proposal for
restructuring was introduced
LQ
“We were quite frustrated at
the pace of trying to reorganise the college structure,” said
0XUSK\ ´:H ZHUH SURSRVLQJ
a range of new initiatives,
some of which were very new
and had to be explained and
XQGHUVWRRGDFURVV',7µ
Kelly agrees that “it has
probably taken a bit longer
than it should have”, but both
are looking forward to helping
WKHVFKRROÀQGLWVIHHWRYHUWKH
FRPLQJPRQWKV

news@edition.ie

#WillFare14:  a  shock  success
4VQQPSUQPVSTJOGPSBQJTTUBLF64*XFMGBSFPGmDFSDBNQBJHO
Al McConnell
EDITOR

DITSU VP for events, Will
Meara, has earned twice the
required nominations, and
over 300 Facebook likes, after
announcing his campaign for
86,ZHOIDUHRIÀFHU
After the unexpected announcement, Meara received
external nominations from
IADT and UCC, plus informal
indications from two other
FROOHJHV
Shameless lies
In the announcement, Meara
(who has welfare experience
in advising students on hangover cures) said:
´$QGVRLWEHJLQVDJDLQ,
am delighted to announce that
I am running for the position
of Vice President for Welfare
for the Union of Students in
Ireland,” with the hashtag
:LOO)DUH
The post conspicuously followed the wording of DITSU
president Glenn Fitzpatrick’s

Facebook announcement
that he would (genuinely) be
running for USI vice president
for campaigns, raising some
H\HEURZV
Comments on the post
included “not a chance ya bollix” (posted by Jack O’Connor) and a link to the trailer for
WKHÀOPVan Wilder, from Seán
*DOODJKHU0DQ\KRZHYHU
seemed to be taken in
E\WKHUXVH
Meara
has since
FRQÀUPHGWR
The Edition
that the post
was, indeed, a
piss-take, but
has admitted
that the level
of support he
received

QHDUO\WXUQHGKLVKHDG
“A lot of people even from
previous years in USI did say
that the role could do with
someone coming in and shakLQJWKLQJVXSµKHVDLG
Meara was surprised by the
number of people who took
the post seriously, admitting
KHVDZLWDVD¶FRPSOHWHMRNH·

Shameless truth
Fiachra Duffy, DITSU
VP for welfare, later
announced his intention
to run for the role of
DITSU president for
the coming year, also
using a post worded
similarly to Fitzpatrick
and Meara, creating
some confusion among
those watching the anQRXQFHPHQWVXQIROG
Duffy has since
FRQÀUPHG
however, his
genuine
intention
to run
for the
DITSU VP for events, Will Meara
SRVLWLRQ
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Student union members from the past 40 years attended the reunion on the 8th of January

Student  
unions:  jobs  
for  the  boys
AL
MCCONNELL
EDITOR

Union  re-union
Student leaders re-united at inaugural event
Al McConnell
EDITOR

DIT Student Union leaders from the
past four decades met up earlier this
PRQWKIRUWKHÀUVWHYHU',7685HXQ
ion, held at Aungier Street.
2YHU  PHPEHUV SDVW DQG SUHV
ent, turned up to discuss memories,
ORQJIRUJRWWHQVWRULHVDQGWKHFKDQJH
WKH\KDYHZLWQHVVHGLQVWXGHQWSROLWLFV
RYHUWLPH
+RVWHG E\ ',768 SUHVLGHQW *OHQQ
)LW]SDWULFN WKH HYHQLQJ LQFOXGHG
VSHHFKHV IURP 6HQDQ 7XUQEXOO ',7
%ROWRQ 6WUHHW 68 SUHVLGHQW  
DQG'HLULFÐ%URLQ WKHÀUVWSUHVLGHQW
RIDXQLÀHG',768LQ 
7XUQEXOO WROG WKH FURZG ´:KHQ ,
ZDV LQYROYHG LQ WKH 6WXGHQW 8QLRQ
EDFNLQWKH¶VLWZDVDYHU\GLIIHUHQW
ZRUOGIURPZKDWLWLVQRZ
´7KHVWXGHQWZRUOGZDVYHU\FHQWUDO
WR SROLWLFV LQ D ZD\ WKDW LW LVQ·W QRZ

3HRSOH OLNH 3DW 5DEELWWH DQG (DPRQ
*LOPRUHZHUHQDWLRQDOÀJXUHVWKRXJK
WKHSRZHUEURNHUVQRZDGD\VVHHPWR
FRPHIURPGLIIHUHQWDUHDVµ
$OVR SUHVHQW ZDV 8OWDQ Ð 5DJKDO
ODLJK WKH ÀUVW HYHU VDEEDWLFDO RIÀFHU
RID',7VWXGHQWXQLRQ %ROWRQ6WUHHW 
$V7XUQEXOOVDLG´\RXFDQEODPHKLP
IRUVWDUWLQJLWDOOµ
7XUQEXOO ZHQW RQ WR GHVFULEH WKH
FKDQJHZLWKLQVWXGHQWSROLWLFVGXULQJ
WKH V ZKHQ D KDUGHU HGJH ZDV
EURXJKW LQ IROORZLQJ WKH 3DULV ULRWV
ZKLFKZHUHHVVHQWLDOO\OHGE\WKHVWX
GHQWPRYHPHQWDQGWKHDQWL9LHWQDP
PRYHPHQWLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV
´7KHVH LQÁXHQFHV JDOYDQLVHG WKH
VWXGHQW PRYHPHQW LQ WKH ¶V DQG
¶Vµ KH VDLG ´DQG , KRSH WKLV UH
PDLQVUHOHYDQWLQDGLIIHUHQWZD\LQ
WKHOLYHVRIVWXGHQWVWRGD\µ
,UHODQG·V VWXGHQWSROLWLFDO DWPRV
phere changed more gradually, he
H[SODLQHG WKURXJK D ´JHQWOH UHYROX
WLRQµSULPDULO\DW8&'

´¶+R&KL4XLQQ·DOVRNQRZQDV5X
DLUL4XLQQEHFDPHZHOONQRZQDWWKDW
WLPHµVDLG7XUQEXOO
In those years, he continued, the USI
FRXOGUROORXWVWXGHQWVEXW
7XUQEXOOTXHVWLRQVWKHFXUUHQWJHQHUD
WLRQ·VSROLWLFDOLQWHUHVW
´7KH GLIIHUHQFH EHWZHHQ ZKDW VWX
dents marched on three years ago, at
0HUULRQ6WUHHWDQGZKDWZHPDUFKHG
RQ LQ WKH ¶V ZDV WKDW WKH PRVW
FRPPRQ SRVWHU WKUHH \HDUV DJR ZDV
¶'RZQ ZLWK WKDW VRUW RI WKLQJ· ² ,·P
QRW VXUH WKH\ ZHUH WDNLQJ WKHLU UROH
YHU\VHULRXVO\µ
Grangegorman
',7·V IXWXUH FDPSXV ZDV DOVR GLV
cussed on the night, highlighting the
ORQJUXQQLQJ VDJD WKDW KDV XOWLPDWHO\
OHGWRWKHFXUUHQW*UDQJHJRUPDQSURMHFW
´:HZHUHKHUHEHIRUHWKLVLVQRWWKH
ÀUVWJUHDWGUHDPWRKDYHDVLQJOHFDP
SXV IRU ',7µ VDLG 7XUQEXOO ZKLFK
ZDVPHWZLWKDEULHIDZNZDUGVLOHQFH
DPRQJWKHFURZG
3UHYLRXVDERUWLYHDWWHPSWVDWDQHZ
VLWHZHUHDOOWRRIDPLOLDUWRWKRVHSUHV
HQWLQFOXGLQJWKH$OEHUW&ROOHJHVLWH
LQ *ODVQHYLQ *ULIÀWK %DUUDFNV &RO
lins Barracks, and others.
$V 7XUQEXOO H[SODLQHG HYHQ WKRXJK
WKHJUHDWSUL]HRIDVLQJOHFDPSXVZDV

UHSHDWHGO\WDNHQDZD\RYHUWKHGHFDGHV
LVJRRGWREHLQ',7·VSRVLWLRQQRZ
\HDUVRQ´%LJZKHHOVPRYHVORZO\µ
Some things never change
,W ZDV DOVR QRWHG E\ WKRVH SUHVHQW
WKDW WKH VDPH GLIÀFXOWLHV IDFLQJ VWX
GHQWVLQSUHYLRXVGHFDGHVDUHUHSHDW
LQJWKHPVHOYHVWRGD\
Deiric Ó Broin listed their main
SULRULWLHVIURPWKHHDUO\V´6LJ
QLÀFDQW XQHPSOR\PHQW SDUWLFXODUO\
\RXWK XQHPSOR\PHQW DQG KXJH HPL
JUDWLRQSDUWLFXODUO\JUDGXDWHHPLJUD
WLRQ8QIRUWXQDWHO\WKDW·VVWLOODIDPLO
LDUVLWXDWLRQWKDWZHÀQGRXUVHOYHVLQ
WRGD\µ
6RPHLVVXHVKDYHFKDQJHGKRZHYHU
Ó Broin pointed out that in the early
VZKHQFRQWUDFHSWLRQUHPDLQHGLO
OHJDO ',768 ZDV WKH VLQJOH ODUJHVW
importer of condoms in the country.
+HDOVRSDLGWULEXWHWR',7·VVXSSRUW
RIWKHXQLRQRYHUWKH\HDUVLQDZD\
WKDW7ULQLW\DQG8&'´QHYHUGLGµDV
ZHOODVVHYHUDOLQGLYLGXDOVSDUWLFXODU
O\'HUPRW+HJDUW\ZKRDOORZHGWKHP
WREH´DZNZDUGµLQWKHEHVWSRVVLEOH
VHQVHRIWKHZRUG
Ð %URLQ·V DGYLFH IRU VWXGHQWV QRZ
DGD\V ZDV VLPSOH ´+DYH DV PXFK
IXQKDYHDVPDQ\FKDOOHQJHVKDYHDV
PDQ\URZVµ

Shambolic  SUSI  strikes  again
Letters sent by mistake cause concern, as
several students are warned of grant recalls
Barry Lennon
DEPUTY EDITOR

',76893IRUZHOIDUH)LDFKUD'XII\
LV ZRUULHG WKDW VRPH ',7 VWXGHQWV
PD\ EH WROG WKHLU FRXUVH QR ORQJHU
TXDOLÀHVIRUDWKLUGOHYHOJUDQW
&RQFHUQ LV UDLVHG DIWHU WKH 'HSDUW
PHQWRI(GXFDWLRQZDVIRUFHGWRFODU
LI\WKHVLWXDWLRQUHJDUGLQJ7ULQLW\
&ROOHJH 7&'  DQG 8QLYHUVLW\ &RO
OHJH&RUN 8&& GHQWDOVWXGHQWVZKR
ZHUH PLVWDNHQO\ ZDUQHG WKDW WKHLU
JUDQWVFRXOGEHZLWKGUDZQ
The Department restored the

JUDQWV ZKLFK ZHUH SXW LQ GRXEW E\
DOHWWHUIURP6WXGHQW8QLYHUVDO6XS
SRUW ,UHODQG 686,  ZKLFK WROG WKH
7&'DQG8&&JURXSWKDWWKH\ZHUH
not entitled.
0RUH PD\ EH LQ ÀQDQFLDO GRXEW DV
686, FRQÀUPHG WKDW  DSSOLFDQWV
KDGEHHQVHQWVLPLODUOHWWHUVRQUHDV
VHVVPHQW ',7 ÀQDQFLDO DLG KDV QRW
heard any complaints on this issue.
686,VDLGDSSOLFDQWVUHFHLYHGJUDQWV
LQ HUURU DIWHU VRPH ZHUH ZURQJO\
FODVVHG ¶LQGHSHQGHQW· ZKLFK WDNHV
into account the income of their
VSRXVHV·RUFRKDELWDQWV·ZKHQDVVHVV
LQJHOLJLELOLW\

7KHVHVWXGHQWVZHUHVXSSRVHGWREH
FODVVHG DV ¶GHSHQGHQW· ZKLFK LQVWHDG
PHDVXUHV WKHLU SDUHQWV· RU JXDUGLDQV·
LQFRPH,QVRPHFDVHVWKHHUURUZDV
GXHWRIRUPVEHLQJFRPSOHWHGLQFRU
UHFWO\ EXW IRU RWKHUV LW ZDV EHFDXVH
SUSI miscalculated the applying
VWXGHQW·VDJH
$SSOLFDQWV ZHUH ZDUQHG WKH\ PD\
EH LQHOLJLEOH IRU JUDQWV WKH ZHHN EH
IRUH 0LQLVWHU IRU (GXFDWLRQ 5XDLUt
4XLQQ WROG WKH &DELQHW RI 686,·V
JUHDWO\LPSURYHGSHUIRUPDQFH
7KHFHQWUDOLVHGJUDQWDZDUGLQJV\V
WHP GLG KDYH VRPH VXFFHVV LQ RYHU
FRPLQJ VRPH WHHWKLQJ SUREOHPV LQ
 PDNLQJ LW HDVLHU WR DSSO\ DV LW
UHTXLUHGOHVVSDSHUZRUNWKDQEHIRUH
686, ZDV VHW XS LQ  WR UH
SODFH WKH FRPSOLFDWHG V\VWHP ZKHUH
VWXGHQWV DSSOLHG WR ORFDO 9(&V DQG

FRXQW\FRXQFLOVWRUHFHLYHJUDQWV
/LIHIRUDSSOLFDQWVUHPDLQHGGLIÀFXOW
LQ 'HFHPEHU  ZKHQ  VWLOO
KDGQRWJRW¶DZDUGV· 686,·VSUHIHUUHG
WHUPIRUJUDQWV 7KDWÀJXUHZDVGRZQ
WRWKLVSDVW'HFHPEHU
7KHVHÀJXUHVVKRZLPSURYHPHQWRQ
DVSHFWDFXODUIDLOXUHZKHUHRQO\
JUDQWVKDGEHHQDZDUGHGE\2FWREHU
 ²  E\ WKH VDPH WLPH LQ

',768·V 'XII\ LVVXHG FDXWLRQ RQ
progress made, suggesting that the
organisation is yet to fully cut its
teeth.
´686,KDVRYHUFRPHWKHEDFNORJRI
ODVW \HDU >@ +RZHYHU WKH PLV
WDNHQZDUQLQJOHWWHUVWHOOLQJVWXGHQWV
they may need to return their grants
VKRZWKHRUJDQLVDWLRQQHHGVWRGHYHO
RSLQDUHDVRISROLF\µKHVDLG

,W·VDUDUHWKLQJWRJHWWKLVPDQ\IRU
PHU ',7 VWXGHQW XQLRQ PHPEHUV LQ
one room, and looking at them as a
JURXSRISHRSOHWKHUHZDVRQHVWDQG
RXW FKDUDFWHULVWLF ² WKLV ZDV D URRP
full of men.
Student unions, like trade unions,
KDYHORQJEHHQPDOHGRPLQDWHGDQG
WKLVHYHQWPDGHWKDWIDFWLPPHGLDWO\
YLVLEOH VHHWKHJURXSSKRWR²OHIW 
/RRNLQJ DW RYHUDOO LQYROYHPHQW LQ
VWXGHQWXQLRQVVKRZVDEURDGJHQGHU
EDODQFHEXWWKDWGLVDSSHDUVZKHQ\RX
PRYH XS WKH KLHUDUFK\ 7KHUH KDYH
RQO\EHHQWZRIHPDOHSUHVLGHQWVVLQFH
',768IRUPHGLQ
7KHUH·V QR RYHUW VH[LVP KHUH
WKRXJK *RLQJ EDFN  \HDUV WKLV
LV D JURXS RI SHRSOH WKDW KDYH FDP
SDLJQHG IRU VH[ HTXDOLW\ ZKHQ RSHQ
GLVFULPLQDWLRQZDVULIH%XWDODFNRI
RYHUWVH[LVPGRHVQRWH[FXVHFXOWXUDO
or traditional patterns.
&XUUHQW 68 SUHVLGHQW *OHQQ )LW]SDW
ULFN DJUHHV WKDW WKH WHUP ¶ER\V· FOXE·
FRXOGEHDSSOLHGDQGHYHQJRHVIXUWKHU
´,I\RXKDYHRYHUKDOIDSRSXODWLRQ
EHLQJIHPDOHEXWRQO\SHUFHQWRI
LWVUHSUHVHQWDWLYHVRIWKDWJHQGHUWKHQ
WKDW·V QRW D GHPRFUDF\µ KH VDLG ´,
ZRXOGQ·WUHJDUGVWXGHQWXQLRQVDVEH
LQJGHPRFUDWLFLQWKDWUHJDUGµ
7UDFH\ )OLQWHU LV RQH RI WKRVH WZR
female DITSU presidents, and though
VKHDJUHHVZLWK)LW]SDWULFNWKDWWKHUH
LVQRRYHUWVH[LVPWKHUHDUHFHUWDLQO\
SRLQWVWREHDGGUHVVHG

"Women will have to be
encouraged to get into roles
in the student union"
–Tracey Flinter
)OLQWHU ZDV DOVR 93 IRU DFDGHPLF
DQG VWXGHQW DIIDLUV D UROH VKH GH
VFULEHV DV ´SHUFHLYHG DV ¶WKH IHPDOH
UROH· VRUW RI QLFH DQG VRIWµ EHIRUH
JRLQJRQWREHFRPHSUHVLGHQW$V93
LW ZDV D ´PDOH FXOWXUHµ )OLQWHU ZDV
ZRUNLQJZLWKLQWKRXJKWKDWFKDQJHG
as president.
/DVW \HDU DURXQG WKUHH TXDUWHUV RI
FDPSDLJQPDQDJHUVIRUVDEEDWLFDOSR
VLWLRQVZHUHIHPDOHEXWRQO\WKUHHRU
four candidates.
´, GR WKLQN WKHUH·V DQ LVVXH WKHUH
7KLV\HDUZH·UHORRNLQJDWSRWHQWLDOO\
D JRRG IHZ PRUH IHPDOH FDQGLGDWHV
and I think the sole reason for that is
WKH\KDYHDIHPDOHUROHPRGHOLQ5H
EHFFD>'HPSVH\',76893IRUHGX
FDWLRQ@µKHH[SODLQHG
5ROH PRGHOV ZLOO XQGRXEWHGO\ EH
FUXFLDO WR LPSURYLQJ WKH 68·V ¶ODG
FXOWXUH·EXWFXOWLYDWLQJDGHPRFUDWLF
JHQGHUEDODQFHGXQLRQZLOOWDNHWLPH
7KHÀUVWVWHSZLOOEHWDONLQJDERXWLW
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Faisean  
Ranganna,  
Comhrá,   Geimhridh
EAGARTHÓR

Ióga  ar  fail  
i  mbliana  
STIOFÁN
Ó CONNACHTAIGH

Tara Ní Cheileachar agus Áine Ní Beirne
Is é an Geimhreadh an séasúr faisin
is fearr liom, cinnte. Tá gach duine
abálta níos mo sraitheanna éadach a
chaitheamh, agus mar sin, níos mo
eadaí. Ciallaíonn níos mó éadaí níos

mó faisean!
Bíonn na seónna faisin ag an uair
seo den bhliain leictreach ar fad
agus seo hiad roinnt de na treochtaí
móra an Geimreadh seo.

EAGARTHÓR GHAEILGE

Ź

Is aoibhinn liom veilbhit don
VpDV~U VHR )HLFÀGK W~ p L QJDFK
VLRSDHDGDtVDOiDWDLQQLXDQQDJXV
is é an éadach is faiseanta i mo thuairim.
Feicimid an mainicin cailiuil Alexa
&KXQJDJFDLWKHDPKpVDSKLFWLXUVHR
Ta alán roghanna agus go leor stíleanna agat maidir leis an treocht seo mar
VKDPSODVFLRUWDtJ~QDLFyWDtDJXVJR
leor eile.

Breacán, breacán, breacán. Tá
breacán i ngach ait sna hardsráide anois. Is aoibhinn liom
an treocht seo toisc go bhfuil sé sofaisticiúl ach tá daoine óga ábalta é
a chaitheamh freisin. Tá an-tóir ar
dearg, dubh, glás agus dubhghorm.
Tá gúnaí breacáin ar fáil i Pennys
agus níl iontu ach €17.

Bí  sásta  í  a  labhairt!

Gluais

Mícheál Ó Breasail

Feachtas Campaign
Cearta Teangacha
Language Rights
A Chloígh To end
Éileamh Demand
Deis Opportunity
Geimhreadh
Winter
Conspóid
Controversy
Bródúil Proud
Gníomhach/Aclaí
Active
Treochtaí Trends
An Coimisinéir
Teanga The
Irish Language
Commissioner

Ź

Is cailín alainn í Taylor Swift
agus ni chuireann sí cos ar an
FDUSDLG GHDUJ JDQ DQ EpDOGDWK
GHDUJ XLUWKt ,V p Ϋ5XVVLDQ 5HGά OH
MAC an béaldath is fearr liom don
bliain ar fad ach go hairithe ón Nollaig seo chaite. Seasfaidh tú amach as
an slua leis an dáth alainn seo ort an
Geimhreadh seo.

Ź

Gach bliain um Nollaig agus
VD *KHLPKUHDGK EtRQQ ÀRQQadh ar ais i stil. Ach an bliain
seo tá sé saghas difriuil. Tá an cóta
ÀRQQDLGKDUDLVJRFLQQWHDFKIUHLVLQ
tá alán oiriúint dhifriúla ar fáil. Mar
VKDPSOD LV DRLEKLQQ OLRP DQ PiOD
EHDJGXEKVDSKLFWLXUVHRy5LYHU,Vland. Is mála an-faiseanta agus an-difriuil ar fad é. Is as Accessorize é an
VFDUIDQRΫVQRRGάDWDVDSKLFWLXU

Ź

Is mó na deiseanna a bheidh agat le
linn an bhliain úr seo chun do chuid
Gaeilge a fheabhsú agus a úsáid.
Beidh ranganna Gaeilge ar fail soar
in aisce do mhuintir na hinstitiúide
arís sa bhliain 2014, chomh maith le
roinnt seribhísí agus imeachtaí eile.
Cuireadh tús leis na ranganna an
tseachtain seo (ag tosnú 27/1/14) agus
leanfaidh said ar aghaidh go dtí deireadh Márta (24/314). Níl costas ar bith
bainte leo agus tá fáilte roimh achann
baill foirne nó mac léinn sa choláiste.
Déanfar freastal ar achan caighdeán
agus tiocfaidh feabhas ar do chuid
*DHLOJHÀ~PiVpJREKIXLOF~SODIRcal nó líofacht agat.
Tá said ar siúil uair amháin sa tseachtain ó 1 – 2 ar fud na hinstitiúide, idir
Sr Aungier, Sr Bolton agus Sr Caoimhín, ón Luan go dtí an Céadaoin
Bronnófar teastas sa Ghaeilge ort i
ndiaidh an chúrsa a líonadh.
Más é nach dtaitníonn leat a bheith i
mbun ranganna le linn am lóin, beidh
fáilte romhat go dtí ciorcal cómhra
gach Máirt i Sr Aungier. Beidh sé
suite i “Cúinne na Gaeilge” nó na
toilg dearg ag cúl an tí, in aice le caife
Java. Tosnaíonn an cómhrá is suntasaí dá shaol an tseachtain seo fosta
(28/1/14) agus is deis íontach é úsáid
a bhaint as do chuid Gaeilge go sóisialta, i measc mic léinn agus foireann
na hinstitiúide.
Tosóidh ranganna ‘Ióga’ (Yoga)
le linn an athbhliain fosta agus is
VHDQV IiLO DFODt JR ÀVLFL~LO DJXV VD
chloigeann é don bhliain nua atá romhainn. Beidh na ranganna seo curtha ar fail as Gaeilge in ITBÁC don
chéad uair achann Déardaoin i seomra 3100 i Sr Aungier. Tá táille €3.50
do mhic léinn (mataí san áireamh)
agus €4.50 faoin choinne foireann na
hinsititiúide, nó tig leat €25/30 a íoc
don chúrsa ar fad.
Is deis íontach iad na ranganna agus
na himeachtaí nua, a deir Pádraic Ó
Dubhshláine, atá mar Chathaoirleach
ar an Cumann Gaelach DIT i mbliana.
"Seans tú féin a chur in aithne ar dhuine eile a bhfuil suim acu a dteanga a
labhairt atá ann
Tig leat a bheith i dteagmháil le
6LREKiQ 1t *DRLWKLQQ y 2LÀJ QD
Gaeilge mar gheall ar na deiseanna
seo. Tá sí ar fail ar 0862035579 nó
gaeilge@dit.ie.
Bí ag amharc amach sa leathanach
seo faoi choinne tuilleadh imeachtaí
agus seribhísí a bheidh ar fail duitse,
as Gaeilge, le linn an bhliain seo.

Líofa Fluent
Fostaí Employee
Geallsealbhóir
Stakeholder
Caighdeán Standard
Cóta Fionnaidh
Fur Coat
Baill Foirne Staff
Moltaí
Recommendations
Cur i bhfeidhm
Implement
Díomá
Disappointment
Éadach Fabric
Mainicin Model
Ardsráid High Street
Biachlár Menu

Tá Gaeilge agam agus táimse fíor
bródúil as an teanga ach sula dtosnaíom
DJJUHDUiQVHRStRVDFXOUDGtREK
D'fhreastail mé ar Ghaelscoil ar
feadh 6 bliain agus nuair a bhíos i
DIT bhíos gníomhach leis an Cumann
Gaelach ann. Tá a fhios agam go bhIXLOPHDWKWDJWKDXLUWKLGHUpLUHDVSD
cleactadh le déanaí, áfach. Seo an fáth
DGKpDQDLPJDFKLDUUDFKWtDXViLGSp
deis a fhaighim.
Déanaim mo dhícheall mo chuid
Gaolainn a coimead beo. Níl aon brí
le teanga a bheith agat muna usáideann tú go rialta í, ach go háirithe
maidir le teanga a bhfuil i mbaol titim
as usáid. Le deanaí bhíos i nGaeltacht
áirithe agus nuair a dhéan mé iarracht
labhairt leis na dúchasaigh i nGaeilge,
thug siad neamhaird orm nó d'freagar
siad i mBéarla mé. 'S í an Caighdeán a
d'foghlaim mé ar scoil agus bhíos féin
in ann a gcuid Gaolainn a thuiscint
JDQPRUiQVWUy$FKFpiUGpDQSRLQWH
teanga a fhoghlaim nó a caoimhniú
muna bhfuil daoine sásta í a usáíd
I gcaifé amhain bhí meascáín de

Béarla agus Gaolainn le cloisteál,
Gaolainn ach go háirithe i measc
QD VKLQVLULJK DJXV SXLQQ *DRODLQQ
le cloisteal ón óige. Nuair a d'úsaid
mé mo chuid Gaolainn le bean an tí
fuaireas freagra i mBéarla gach uair.
Cé gur labhair sí Gaolainn liom nuair
a bhíos ag fágáint, d'fhag mé an áit le
díoma orm.
Níos déanaí sa lá bhíos ocrasach
a dhóthain agus chuas go teach tábhairne chun greim le nithe a haimsiú.
Amuigh sa fíor Gaeltacht a bhí an
SKXEVHR%Kt*DRODLQQELQQQDG~UWKD
le chloisteal den chuid is mó le focal
Béarla nó dhó caite isteach sa meascán. Ansin cuireadh déistin orm. Bhí
ELDFKOiUGKiWKHDQJDFKDFXDJXVFHDSfá go mbeidh fáillte roimh Gaeilge
san ait seo ach nuair a dhéan mé
iarracht ordú i nGaeilge níor tugadh
airde ar bith orm. Fiú lig an fear-bearr
air gur chuala sé faic.
I ndiadh an lá sin thosaigh mé ag
smaoineamh conas gur féidir le teanga a maireachtaint muna bhfuil
daoine sásta í a usáíd. Ba chóir go
mbéadh fáilte roimh an Caighdeán nó
SpFDQ~LQWDEKIXLODJGDRLQHDFKJR
háírithe sa Gaeltacht.

Wednesday, January 29th, 2014
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13  Rudaí  Ba  Cheart  Bás  A  
Fháil  In  Éineacht  le  2013

Agóid  
Gaelach  na  
Nollag
Cormac Dunne

Dermot Watchorn
Tá 2013 imithe agus tá súil agam go
bhfuil cúpla rud imithe leis. Seo hé an
liosta a bhfuil chuile duine ag iarradh
go mbeidh curtha ar ceal agus as ár
radharc i 2014.
A BHEITH GAFA LEIS AN
IPHONE 4.
Duine éigin, abair liom céard é an
scéal leis na iPhoners. Bhí an iPhone 4 curtha ar an margadh ag tús
2010. 2014 atá ann anois. An rud is
measa ná nuair a thosnaíonn an fón
ag bualadh, ceapann gach uile duine
gur a bhfón atá ann. FAIGH CEANN
NUA!
TWERKEÁIL
Mile Cyrus, cad atá á dhéanamh
agat leis an teanga mór sin i gcónaí
ag teacht as do bhéal? Thosaigh tú
réabhlóid twerking timpeall na tíre,
ní bheidh aon iontas orm má théim
JRGWtDQ$LIULFDJXVEHLGKEiEtQtÀ~
timpeall ansin ag twerkeáil! Tá madUDtDJXVFDWÀ~iGKpDQDPK

NA FÉINPHICEANNA
Tá pairt ag an bhfocal seo sa foclóir.
Is ea! Níl sé mar bhotún litriú a thuilleadh. Bhí ionsaí curtha orainn leis
QD VHOÀHV L  DJXV Qt FDEKUDtRQQ
Snapchat. Gach uair a osclaím pictiúr
ó duine, is é an duine céánn é, sa ‘pós’
céanna, le éadaí difríula! BOG DO
CHEANN FIÚ!
NETFLIX
1HWÁL[DFKDUD1tO)LQGLQJ1HPR
ar do greasán idirlíne. Mar sin, as mo
radharc. Le gach Dé-ghuí, Éire.

LÉACHTANNA 9 R.N
Pé duine ar cheap gur smaoineamh
iontach é seo, is fuath liom thú.

HAISCLIBEANNA AR
FACEBOOK
A dhia! A chairde, stop. Ní féidir
leat hastag a úsáid ar Facebook tá sé
mícheart. Slán Facebook Hashtag níl
brón orainn go bhfuil tú marbh.
IARRATAIS CANDY CRUSH
Tá a fhios ag gach duine an mothúcáin sin nuair a chloiseann siad a
nguthán agus bíonn áthas an domhain
orthu toisc gur cheaptar gur chuir an
“duine speisialta” téacs cuthu. Ná
inis bréag, bíonn meanga gáire dochreidthe ar do aghaidh. Ach, ansin
léann tú céard go díreach a tharla. A
Dhiabhal!

AN CAT GRUAMACH
Nílim chun bréag a insint, bhí
Grumpy Cat mar chuid maith do
2013. Áfach, tá an ám anseo chun
slán a rá leo. Gan dabht bhí páirt mór
ag an gcat i 2013, bhí sé I meme’s,
vines agus físeán Youtube go leor ach
is dóigh go bhfuil siad críochnaithe
anois. 2014, beidh an cat imithe, is
dóigh gurb iad na gabhair an slí chun
tosaí.

BIA-STAGRAM
Céard má dúirt mé leat gur féidir
leat do chuid bia a ithe gan é a chuir ar Instagram roimh réidh? Taobh
WKLDUGH6HOÀHVEKtELDPDUDQSLFW~LU
is ‘instagramed’ timpeall na cruinne.
Is dóigh go mbraitheann daoine gur
FDLWKÀGK VLDG WDLVSpDLQW GR GKDRLQH
eile céard go díreach a bhfuil á ithe
acu an t-ám ar fad toisc go bhreá le
daoine é sin……tá ocras orm.

FOX & HARLEM SHAKE
Níl chlú agam céard a dheireann an
diabhal Madra Rua sin, agus níl suim
agam. Táim fós trína chéile théis
éisteacht leis, níl hé ach 3.45 nóiméad
de dhuine áirithe i mbun ag screadaíl
go scanrach i mo chlúasa. Agus Harlem Shake…..ní thuigim thú?!

YOLO
Bhí “YOLO” mar chuid de roinnt
rudaí amaideach le linn 2013. Bhí sé
de bharr YOLO go bhfuair tú an-ólta
an oíche sin, go bhfuair tú i dtrioblóid
oll-mhór an lá sin agus an fáth nach
bhfuil tú ag caint leis na daoine sin a
thuilleadh.

WINDOWS 8
Tá an iomarca rúdaí ag tarlú anseo.
A thiarcais! Má chuirim méar as áit,
aon áit, tarlaíonn Cogadh Domhanda
ollmhór agus fágtar mé in áit nach raibh mé ríamh.

SELENA GOMEZ
1t FKDLWKÀGK Pp DRQ UXG HLOH D Ui
anseo.

Feachtas  Chonradh  na  Gaeilge
Tessa Fleming
Tá feachtas ar bun ag Conradh na
Gaeilge chun cearta teangacha a fháil
do phobal na Gaeilge.
Spreag an conspóid faoi chearta
Teangacha nuair a d’fhógair Séan Ó
Cuirreáin go mbeidh sé ag éirigh as a
phoist mar Choimisinéir Teanga toisc
an easpa tacaíocht ón Rialtas lena
chuid moltaí a chuir i bhfeidhm.
Cheaptar Séan Ó Cuirreáin mar
Coimisinéir Teanga i 2004 agus athcheaptar arís é i 2010. Fiú go bhfuil
sé leagtha amach In Acht na dTeangaFKD 2LÀJL~OD JR EKIXLO QHDPKVSOHi
chas iomlán aige ina ról mar Choimisinéir Teanga, ní raibh sé in ann
dul i ngleic le formhór de na fadhbanna a tháining faoin a bhráid. Dar le
Íte Ní Chionnaith, ball den feachtas
Pobal na Gaeilge agus na Gaeltach-

ta, níor ghlac an Rialtas go ndáirire le
moltaí an Coimisinéir agus nár cuireadh i bhfeidhm iad, ach go háirithe i
leith an chorás riaracháin phóiblí.
Cé go bhfuil 2 bhliain eile fágtha ina
thréimhse ceapacháin, is beag eile a
chreid Ó Cuirreáin, go raibh sé in ann
a dhéanadh le forbairt cearta teanga.
I 2012 bhí 756 cás i dtaca le deacrachtaí nó fadhbanna a bhain le seirbhís trí Ghaeilge atá ar fháil ón Stát,
agus ba ea an bhliain ba mhó a chu-

Cé go bhfuil 2 bhliain
eile fágtha ina thréimhse
ceapacháin, is beag eile
a chreid Ó Cuirreáin, go
raibh sé in ann a dhéanadh
le forbairt cearta teanga

Tá Lá Mór á eagrú ag an feachtas ar
an 15 de Feabhra

ireadh gearáin ón bpobal faoi bhráid
QD K2LÀJH y FKHDSWDU Ð &XLUUHiLQ L
2004.
Tá post an Comissiúnéir Teanga
fógraithe, ach sular gceaptar Coimisinéir nua, tá an feachtas ag cur brú ar
an Rialtas moltaí Uí Cuirreáin a chuir
i bhfeidhm.
Tá Lá Mór á eagrú ag an feachtas ar an 15 de Feabhra chun bhrú
a chuir ar an Rialtas glacadh leis na
moltaí. Siúlóid atá i gceist, ag tosnú
i gCearnóg Parnell, le ceol ón banna
Seo Linn. Ní hé seo an chéad uair
a bhéas daoine ag teacht amach lena
gcuid dlúthphairtaíocht a tháispeáint
don theanga.
I 2004, sheas 6,000 le chéile lasmuigh den Dáil ar son cearta teangacha a bheith ag an Gaeilge san Eoraip,
agus dar le Ite Nic Chionnaith, tá said
ag tnúth leis na huimhreacha sin arís
ar an Lá mór.

Um Nollaig seo 2013, cruthaíodh
feachtas ag Conradh na Gaeilge agus
ag Aontas na Mac Léinn in Éirinn
chun cearta teangacha a fháil san
earnáil phoiblí.
Tosaíodh é nuair a d'éirigh an Coimisinéir Teanga, Seán Ó Cuirreáin,
as a phost mar gheall ar an easpa chun
cinn atá déanta ag an rialtas chun
meath na Gaeilge a chloígh. Bhailigh
thart ar caoga mic léinn taobh amuigh
den Dáil ar an 13 Nollaig le liosta de
cúig rud a bhí á lorg acu. Go hiomlán
gléasta i dt-léintí leis an mana "cearta
teanga = cearta daonna” an aidhm a
bhí acu ná tacaíocht a léiriú ar son
choimisinéir nua a chur i bhfeidhm
ón pointe seo ar aghaidh.
An chéad éileamh a bhí acu ná go
gcoinneofaí áit an coimisinéir teanga
sa bhlian nua agus ar aghaidh. Bhí sé
seo ina theannta leis an éileamh go
JFDLWKÀGKDRQIRVWDtVDWVHLUEKtVSRL
blí a bfhuil ag déileáil le muintir an
Gaeltachta a bheith líofa as Gaeilge, is
spriocdáta a chruthú don targaid seo.
Ina theannta sin, go méadóigh an
méad fostaí le cumas sa Gaeilge ón 6%
atá ann i láthair na huaire go 30% le linn
deich mbliain. An dara éileamh deirneach a bhí acu ná go bhfaighfí réigh
leis an maolú de stádus na Gaeilge mar
WHDQJDRLÀJL~LOG $RQWDVQDK(RUSDDWi
chun a bheith imithe i ndiaidh an chéad
lá de mhí Eanair 2017.

An ceist atá ann anois ná
an ndéanfaidh an rialtas
aon rud maidir lena
héilimh seo, nó mar is
gnáth, an ndúilteoidh siad
an achomharc go hiomlán
Faoi dheireadh, ba mhaith leis an
USI agus Conradh na Gaeilge go aithneofar muintir na Gaeltachta, agus
muintir na Gaeilge, mar gheallsealbhóirí sa cur i gníomh den straitéis
ÀFKHEOLDQDLGLUDJXV$Q
ceist atá ann anois ná an ndéanfaidh
an rialtas aon rud maidir lena héilimh
seo, nó mar is gnáth, an ndúilteoidh
siad an achomharc go hiomlán.
D'eagraigh Conradh na Gaeilge an
dara teagmheas den feachtas seo ar an
11 Eanair 2014. An rud a bhí ann ná
cruiniú poiblí taobh amuigh de Halla na Saoirse i mBaile Átha Cliath.
I measc na haoichainteoirí bhí Seán
Mag Leannáin i láthair, chomh maith
le Caoimhín Ó hEaghra agus Julian
de Spáinn. Bhí an teachtaireacht agus
aidhm acu mar an gcéanna leis an lá
taobh amuigh den Dáil, tacaíocht a
thabhairt don chéad choimisinéir eile,
agun na cúig pointí ón liosta mianta
Nollaig a threisiú.
Go dtí an pointe seo níl aon freagairt
tar éis teacht amach ón Dáil, agus i mo
thuirim ní thiocfaidh freagairt mar níl
an Gaeilge go ard ar liosta fadhbanna
na tíre atá ag an rialtas faoi láthair.
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Learning  
from  the  best
AL
MCCONNELL
EDITOR

Wizened old cynics by the time we hit
30 – is that what the current crop of
18-25-year-olds can look forward to
becoming? Looking back at the last
fortnight, surely no one could blame us.
Those in positions of power are setting an ugly example for future generations, and that’s what has sustained
our notorious political culture – the
leaders by example.
It’s a sad state of affairs when we see
charity organisations’ chiefs taking
care of themselves (on €750K pensions) rather than taking care of others.
The damage is plain to see. Lecturer
Tom Clonan wrote in the Irish Times
about his son’s year-long wait for a
vital new wheelchair from the Central
Remedial Clinic – it was heartbreaking for them to hear that funds raised
for the CRC were put towards the
chief exec’s remuneration.
Tom also said it was heartbreaking
for the CRC staff, an exceptional team
that had worked miracles for his son.
In the aftermath of the revelations,
though, the organisation as a whole
had its name tarnished by the actions
of those at its head, as is often the case.
When Conor Pope took to the streets
with a CRC collection bucket, very
few donations were forthcoming.
Most people had lost trust in the name.
The years between 18 and 25 are
intellectually, culturally and socially
formative. We establish opinions in
that time; we have experiences that inform future decisions.
To be surrounded by the likes of the
CRC story displays the example being
set by the current crowd of ‘top dogs’
on this island. And we are surrounded.
Politicians that care little about
young people, a banking inquiry to investigate why we’ll be paying off national debt for years, and charities that
misuse funds. There is only so much
one can take before anger turns to distrust, and exasperation to disaffection.
But, in the 1960s there was widespread disaffection among Irish youth.
In fact, there’s a lot in this issue that
shows just how little has changed between then and now.
The difference is, in previous years
that disaffection had an outlet. It was
vented into an active student movement. It brought about some change.
We’re missing that these days; now
disaffection festers. And when disaffection festers, what’s to stop this
generation following the lead of its
recent predecessors? Perhaps only a
resistance to losing faith in the many,
because of the example set by the few.
If this generation can’t hold itself to
a higher standard than that shower, it
will not lack role models on the darker path of cynicism, betrayal and 'look
out for Number One'.
We're learning from the best in the
business.

WNL

Ireland's  youth  crisis
It's  time  for  the  Government  to  address  the  damage  done  to  this  generation,  writes  USI  vice-
president  for  equality  and  citizenship,  Laura  Harmon

I

reland has cheated this
generation of young people.
Every single day, our young
people are being devalued.
From condescending comments in
the media about the unemployed
youth and the expectation that we
should work for free to the under-resourcing in the area of youth
mental health and the rising costs
of college – it’s no wonder that
many (who could afford to), have
emigrated.
The economic crisis in Ireland has
also left us with a youth crisis. 41.8
percent of those aged 18-24 are at
risk of poverty or social exclusion.
Employment is up for over 35s in
latest Quarterly National Household
Survey, but it is actually down 6,000
jobs in the under 35 category. There
are 26 job applications for every job
advertised.
%XGJHWLQWURGXFHGVLJQLÀFDQW
cuts to Jobseeker’s Allowance for
young people. The payment to new
entrants aged 22-24 is reduced from
€144 to €100 per week, and for
those aged 25 the payment is reduced
from €188 to €144 per week.
Education is already prohibitively
expensive for many. We have the
second highest fees in Europe in
the form of the student contribution
fee, which is set to rise to €3,000 in
2015. The student maintenance grant
has been savaged in a succession of
budgets. It costs on average €10,000
per year for a family to send someone to college. Students and families
are at breaking point.
The Government also announced
in Budget 2014 that they would be
introducing fees for all apprentices
for the time they spend in Institutes
of Technology. These will start at approximately €540 and will increase,

depending on the apprenticeship and
the time spent attending the Institutes
during their off-the-job training on
Phases 4 and 6. This will prohibit
the participation of many on these
courses.
The culture of working for free
is on the increase. In Ireland, it is
becoming more and more expected
that young people need to ‘earn’ their
place in the workforce by completing
VRPHXQSDLGZRUNÀUVW2XUJUDG
uates are being devalued every day
and just recently we saw a JobBridge
internship with a requirement that the
applicant should have a PhD.
Job Bridge has lost all credibility.
Three percent of employers admitted
to using the scheme to displace existing paid employment. This amounts
to around 300 employers yet to
date, yet only 23 companies have
been banned from using JobBridge.
Why are the Government paying for
companies to replace what would
have been paying jobs with unpaid
internships? Would this money not
EHEHWWHUVSHQWRQWDUJHWLQJVSHFLÀF
skills instead or increasing the student maintenance grant to encourage
people to enter education?

S

chemes like JobBridge put downward pressure on wages and there
are already problems in relation to
this. Half of the workplaces inspected by the National Employment
Rights Agency (NERA), between
January and October 2012, for compliance with the national minimum
wage, were found to be paying under
the €8.65 hourly rate. A JobBridge
intern working an average working
week of 40 hours (and we can see
from the Indecon Report that many
work longer hours) makes €3.75 per
hour.

Most jobs advertised are in urban
areas. The recent welfare cuts do not
take into account the geographical
location in which people live or the
costs associated with travelling to
seek work or undertake an internship.
According to the Daft (2013)
rental report, renting a single room
costs €433 in Dublin city centre,
and €286 in Cork City Centre per
month. If a young worker moves to
Dublin city centre, and then becomes
unemployed, €100 per week is not
VXIÀFLHQWWROLYHRQZLWKRXWVRPH
other assistance.

"Clear criteria
need to be set out
as to what skills
can be exchanged
to constitute an
internship"

Unemployed young workers may
need to move back to their native
region, and search for work there.
This can affect inter-regional mobility and contribute to social exclusion
of young people. Furthermore, not
all young people have families to
move home to, or additional supports
available, and emigration itself is
expensive. It is not a viable option
for everyone.
While there was a €14 million
investment in the Youth Guarantee
in Budget 2014, it falls far short of

the estimated €273 million required
to implement it properly. But, even
with the Youth Guarantee, we need
to ensure that any internship schemes
are closely monitored so it doesn’t
turn into another JobBridge.
Clear criteria need to be set out as
to what skills can be exchanged to
constitute an internship. Internships
FRXOGEHIRUPDOL]HGZLWKFHUWLÀFDWHV
and limits should be imposed as to
how long an internship can last for
and how many places a company can
advertise.
Resources allocated to higher
education are not merely public
spending, but public investment with
a historically guaranteed return. The
ORQJWHUPEHQHÀWVWRWKHSHRSOHRI
Ireland and our economy in continuing to prioritise higher education
are unquestionable. I am in favour
of an education system that is free
at the point of entry, funded through
progressive taxation.

T

he effects of the recession and
ÀQDQFLDOVWUDLQKDYHWDNHQWKHLU
toll on everyone, including young
people. In Budget 2015, the full
€35m committed for investment in
community mental health services
should be allocated, along with the
€15m balance of the underspend in
Budget 2014, to a total of a €50m investment in these essential services.
Lastly, the Government needs
follow the example of countries
like Scotland by committing to
introducing equality budgeting in
Ireland. This will help Ireland move
to a more conscientious approach to
budgetary decisions and ensure that
impact assessments are conducted
to prevent cuts disproportionately
affecting certain sections of society
over others.
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Letters from a
Successful DIT Graduate
Since  graduating  from  DIT’s  School  of  Hospitality  Management  and  Tourism,  Niall  
RochfordKDVJRQHRQWREHFRPHWKH*HQHUDO0DQDJHURI$VKIRUG&DVWOH,QWKH¿UVW
of  a  series  of  ‘Letters  from  a  Successful  DIT  Graduate’,  we  publish  his  thoughts  for  
students  heading  into  second  semester  and  towards  graduation

I

t has been 23 years since
I graduated from Cathal
Brugha Street and I sometimes wonder to myself in the
words of the great Talking Heads
song, ‘How did I get here?’
Don’t worry, I am not about to give
you a long and complicated answer
to that question but I have certainly
learnt some valuable lessons along
the way which I hope will be of some
EHQHÀWWR\RXHLWKHUDVDVWXGHQWRU
graduate…
Positive Persistence Pays Off...
This was the mantra my friends and I
XVHGGXULQJWKHFRPSOHWLRQRIRXUÀ
nal year thesis, and I have continued
to use it in my professional life.
Over the last number of years, it
KDVEHHQGLIÀFXOWDWWLPHVWRUHPDLQ
positive given the turmoil in the
industry, but you can either view a
situation and look for the issues, or
seek out the solution.
Being positively persistent makes
\RXVHHNWKHVROXWLRQ,DOVRLPSOH
ment this thought process as one of
Ashford Castle’s Hallmarks: “The
words ‘no’ and ‘can’t’ do not exist in
our vocabulary. We think positively
to try and resolve issues.”
Passion... You certainly need to be
very passionate about this business,
and I am constantly inspired by the
enthusiasm and passion in some of
the graduates leaving college today.
In an era where there are easier jobs
and more choices, the industry is still
SURGXFLQJVRPHH[FHOOHQWSURIHVVLRQ
als. I encourage you to be passionate
about food, beverage, cleanliness or
selling. Whatever it is; have passion.
If you are lucky enough to work in
an industry that you are passionate
about, it will be the most rewarding
and energising experience of your
career.
Hard Work... There is no substitute

, ZLVK WR FRPPHQG WKH HQWUHSUH
neurialism being shown by the youth
of Ireland in their use of the social
media recently.
The new trend in Neknominations
youth is likely to have more profound
effect than most will think.
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As well as providing entertainment
to fellow youths, it displays Ireland's
soft power.
7KH WUHQG EHWWHUV WKH FRXQWU\ V LQ
vestment potential by showing a
generation au fait the uses of social
PHGLD  WKH QH[W PDMRU GHYHORSPHQW
for industry.
It also further deepens our ties with
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Niall Rochford is the General Manager of Ashford Castle, Co. Mayo

H[SHULHQFH\RXÀQG\RXUVHOILQ,
have been inspired by many people
at all levels and I currently have the
privilege of learning from the new
owners of Ashford Castle, namely
0UV%HDWULFH7ROOPDQDQG5HG&DU
nation Hotels.
Course content does matter… I
know this is going to sound funny,
but believe me, your course content
does matter. Remember this when
you are in an accounting, marketing
or human resources lecture, and
you feel that they have no relevance
to real life – they do! I still have
my notes from college and I am
amazed at how relevant they were to
decisions I had to make in my later
career.
*HQXLQHDQG*HQHURXV+RVSL
tality… This is, or should be, the
cornerstone of our industry. If you
can encourage and resource a team
to deliver genuine and generous
hospitality on a consistent basis, you
will be have a successful business
model. What is really concerning is
that due to economic pressures, and
the fact that many hotels are run by
Nama and banks, these principles
have no place in many hotels today.
7KLVLVKDYLQJDVLJQLÀFDQWLPSDFWRQ
the quality of service and hospitality

being delivered to our visitors.
&DULQJ«,YLHZWKHKRVSLWDOLW\LQ
GXVWU\DVDFDULQJSURIHVVLRQQRWXQ
like nursing or social work. It is the
most underused word in the business
and we need to constantly remember
that our guests pay large sums and
travel long distances to stay with us.
7KH\PDNHVLJQLÀFDQWHIIRUWVWRYLVLW
Ireland and we have to care about
their experience not just in our hotels
but in our pubs, shops, towns and
cities. It is a word I constantly use
with my team.
Balance… It is vital in both life and
EXVLQHVV,KDYHVHHQDWÀUVWKDQG
the negative impact of expecting
too much for your team. It becomes
counterproductive.
All successful businesses have a
balanced approach to sustainable
SURÀWDELOLW\KRZHYHUPDQ\KRWHOV
developed during the boom years
were over leveraged and as a result
failed. Lack of balance means lack
of success!
Everyone has a journey to take and
so far mine has been challenging,
inspirational and always interesting.
As you set off on yours, I would like
to wish you every success in what I
believe is the most rewarding career
you can choose!

Letter  to  the  Editor  –  
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for hard work. This is a wonderful
business to be part of but it does
require consistent hard work. You
need to be willing to work up from
the bottom and put in long hours,
especially in the early years. I have
yet to meet a successful GM who has
not been willing to work hard and
also work smart.
hange is Good… The most
GLIÀFXOWFKDOOHQJHV,KDYHKDGWR
deal with in my career have revolved
around change. The simple fact is
people do not like change. Over
the past few years I have had to
implement pay cuts, redundancies,
organisational changes and presided
RYHURZQHUVKLSFKDQJHV IRXULQÀYH
years) and my simple formula when
instigating change is:
1) Be Honest
2) Give the facts and reasons
3) Communicate clearly
4) Listen
5) Be Decisive
What I have also learned is that
if this formula does not work, and
people are still unwilling to change,
you will only have one option: “If
you cannot change the people then
change the people”.
Respect… One word that means so
much. Respect all your staff all the
time. At induction I will explain to
new team members that I expect to
be respected for the job I do and in
equal measure each team member
VKRXOGEHUHVSHFWHGIRUWKHLQGLYLG
ual jobs they do regardless of what
level of the organisation they belong
to.
Continue to Learn… I have been in
management for 23 years and I am
constantly learning new things about
the hospitality industry. You need to
actively look for new trends in the
business and also learn from every
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New semester,
new you.
Australia, where the Neknominations
were conceived.
However, unlike Australia, Irish
people have not welcomed this trend.
,QVWHDGWKHUHKDVEHHQDNQHHMHUNDQG
widespread disgust, unable to see the
trend's commercial potential.
Irish political and administrative
leaders should follow ex Australian

SULPHPLQLVWHU%RE+DZNHZKRVHH
ing this potential, himself necked a
pint in support of this entrepreneurial
potential
Yours etc.
John Kelly
Irish Chamber of Intentional Foreign
Investment

Write for
THE
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SU  shops  under  attack  in  the  80s

Ź

In  this  section,  The  Edition  looks  back  
to  simpler  times,  when  DIT  student  
politics  was  dominated  by  contribution  
charges  and  doubts  over  the  future  
of  the  SU  shop,  and  Irish  society  was  
mired  in  a  debate  about  abortion  and  
the  ordination  of  women...  wait...

Haughey was the 'better way'

In February 1987, the DIT Bolton Street student union
hired a billboard opposite the college to protest against
the proposed closure of SU shops on three campuses.
The billboard parodied a Fianna Fáil campaign slogan
– 'THERE IS A BETTER WAY' – from the lead-up to election
day on the 17th of that month.

Not conducive to education

Ź

In March 1987, Forum magazine reported that questions
were being raised over the goods sold in SU shops,
DQGWKHYHU\H[LVWHQFHRIWKHVKRSVLQWKHÀUVWSODFH
College authorities were planning to place restrictions
were to be placed on what the shops could sell, and
pool tables and video games would be banned as they
are 'not conducive to education'.
The college's actions were described as "heavyhanded" by the then-student representative on the
Vocational Education Committee, Aidan Kerins

Ź

'Unprecedented' protests

Student involvement was described by the SU as
'unprecedented' in the protests that followed the
college's attempts to get rid of union shops.
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Magazine  
miscellany
Men in skirts Ź
In May 1979, Patrica Roe put forward a compelling
case against male preists in a letter to the editor of the
eponymously titled Tom's Times (editor Tom Cooney),
the magazine of the student union of the College of
Marketing & Design.
When you put it like that...

The offer still stands

Ź

Buried towards the back of the second issue of Parnell
Press, in February 1983, were these scandalous leaked
photos from a DIT staff party.
The editors, Nuala Redmond and Michael Nugent,
RIIHUHG D ÀYHU SOXV WKH FRVWV RI DQ\ OHJDO FDVHV RU
hospital bills. That offer still stands...

&KDQJHVWRWKHFDSLWDWLRQV\VWHPSURYHGXQSRSXODU
with the student unions of the time. Under the new
system, SUs lost some control of their allocated funds.
The total amount of capitation money at the time was
SUH\HDUIRUDIXOOWLPHVWXGHQWDQGDÀYHUSHU\HDU
for a part-time student. Those were the days...

Ź

A bargain at £32 per year
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Has  crutch,  will  travel

Credit: Darragh Mowlds

From  the  Eiffel  Tower  to  the  Arc  De  Triomphe,  the  Champs-
Élysée,  to  an  emergency  room,  it’s  been  an  eventful  start

DARRAGH
MOWLDS
PARIS, France –
7KLV LV WKH ÀUVW GLDU\ HQWU\ ,·YH
ZULWWHQVLQFH,ZDVDQ\HDUROGJLUO
VSRLOHU DOHUW  DQG LW·V D JXDUDQWHHG
IXWXUHEHVWDGDSWHGVFUHHQSOD\LQWKH
2VFDUV
,VKRXOGVWDUWZLWKWKHEDVLFV²
/RFDWLRQ3DULV
&ROOHJH,35HDVRQVIRUJRLQJ3RVK6RXWKVLGH
NLGLQ3DULVPDGHVHQVHLQP\KHDG
,MHWWHGRIIZLWKP\SDUWQHULQFULPH
'DQLHOOH 6WHSKHQV LQ HDUO\ -DQXDU\
EHFDXVH 3DULVLDQV DSSDUHQWO\ GRQ·W
EHOLHYH LQ HQMR\LQJ WKH &KULVWPDV
EUHDN(DUO\VLJQVRIP\prima donna
GLVSRVLWLRQZHUHFOHDUZKHQ,DUULYHG
DW WKH DLUSRUW ZLWK WZR ODUJH VXLWFDV
HV WR 'DQLHOOH·V RQH ,Q P\ GHIHQFH
7D\WRDQG/\RQ·VWHDWDNHXSDQDZIXO
ORWRIVSDFH
:LWK WKH ZRUGV RI *URXQGVNHHSHU
:LOOLHULQJLQJLQP\HDUDQGDÀHUFH
JDOH DW RXU EDFNV ZH JRW WKURXJK D
IDLUO\ URS\ WDNH RII DQG ODQGHG LQ
&KDUOHV'H*DXOOH$LUSRUW
:H OXFNHG RXW ELJ WLPH RQ RXU DF
FRPPRGDWLRQ :H DUH VWD\LQJ LQ D

FKDUPLQJ OLWWOH )UHQFK WRZQ FDOOHG
&RORPEHVMXVWPLQXWHVRXWVLGHWKH
FLW\ FHQWUH E\ WUDLQ DQG ZLWK DOO WKH
FKHHVH DQG FURLVVDQWV DQG DQ\ RWKHU
VWHUHRW\SH\RXFRXOGSRVVLEO\ZDQW
, ZULWH WKLV GLDU\ VWDULQJ RXW WKH
ZLQGRZRI´/H)UHQFK*DIIµDQGDP
IRUHYHULQGHEWWR'DQLHOOHIRUÀQGLQJ
LW+DG,EHHQLQFKDUJHRIWKHDFFRP
PRGDWLRQ,·PIDLUO\FHUWDLQZHZRXOG
EHVOHHSLQJLQDVOLJKWO\OHVVFKDUPLQJ
EXVVKHOWHU
2QH WKLQJ \RX VKRXOG NQRZ DERXW
WKH )UHQFK WKH VWHUHRW\SH WKDW WKH\
FDQ·WGULYHLVDEVROXWHO\WUXH
(YHQLIWKH\ZHUHQ·WGULYLQJRQWKH
ZURQJ VLGH RI WKH URDG ,·P EHFRP
LQJ LQFUHDVLQJO\ FRQYLQFHG WKDW WKH
SHGHVWULDQ FURVVLQJV LQ WKLV FLW\ DUH
EXLOWSXUHO\IRUGHFRUDWLRQDQGVHUYH
QRSUDFWLFDOIXQFWLRQ
7KH RWKHU VWHUHRW\SHV , VKDOO OHDYH
DORQHIRUIHDURIFUHDWLQJDQLQWHUQD
WLRQDOLQFLGHQW
2XU ÀUVW ZHHNHQG ZDV ÀOOHG ZLWK
IXQIUROLFNLQJDQGJHQHUDOWRXULVWUH
ODWHGWRPIRROHU\EXWZHZHUHKLWZLWK
D PHWDSKRULFDO WUDLQ RQ RXU ÀUVW GD\
RI FROOHJH $IWHU WKUHH ZHHNV OHW·V
MXVW VD\ WKDW , ZLVK WKDW WUDLQ KDGQ·W
EHHQVRPHWDSKRULFDO
2XU FODVVHV VWDUW EHWZHHQ  DQG
DPDQGÀQLVKLQDQGDURXQGSP
HYHU\GD\ZLWKPLQXWHVIRUOXQFK

, WKRXJKW WKRVH NLQG RI KRXUV ZHUH
QRZLOOHJDOEXWDSSDUHQWO\QRW
,W·V D ZRUOG DZD\ IURP P\ ORYHO\
WKUHHGD\KRXUZHHNLQWKHFXVK\
VXUURXQGLQJVRI',7
2QH WKLQJ \RX KDYH WR JLYH )UDQFH
FUHGLWIRULVWKHLUDPD]LQJKHDOWKVHU
YLFH ,W UHDOO\ FDPH LQ KDQG\ ZKHQ
DIWHU MXVW WZR GD\V LQ FROOHJH , IHOO
LQDWRWDOO\PDQO\ZD\VDYLQJDFKLOG
IURPDEXUQLQJEXLOGLQJ 7KDWPLJKW
EHDOLHEXW,·PVWLFNLQJWRLW 
0\ DQNOH ZDV QRW LQ WKH EHVW RI
VKDSHDQG,HQGHGXSRQFUXWFKHVDQG
RQ D ZRQGHUIXO FRQFRFWLRQ RI PHGL
FDWLRQWKDWPDGHSDLQDQGZRUU\PHOW
DZD\
,I\RXDUHSODQQLQJDWULSWRWKHFLW\
RI ORYH ODXJKHU KDSS\HYHUDIWHU
HWFGRQ·WGRLWRQFUXWFKHV7KH\DUH
DQLJKWPDUHDWWKHEHVWRIWLPHVEXWLQ
DFLW\ZKHUHWKH0HWURGRHVQ·WFRPH
ZLWK D OLIW DQG RQO\ KDOI KDYH HVFD
ODWRUV LW WDNHV DQ DZIXO ORW RI WLPH
VZHDWLQJDQGVZHDULQJWRJHWDURXQG
6RPHWKLQJ ZKLFK , DP \HW WR JHW
RYHULVWKHZD\WKH)UHQFKNH\ERDUG
LVVHWXS<RXPLJKWWKLQNWKDWLWLVD
EL]DUUH FRPSODLQW EXW , JXDUDQWHH LW
ZLOOPHVVZLWK\RXUKHDG
)RU\HDUV,KDYHJURZQXSZLWK
WKH¶$·NH\LQLWVULJKWIXOVSRWRQWKH
OHIWKDQG VLGH RI WKH OHWWHUV LQ WKH
PLGGOH JR DQG FKHFN LI \RX GRQ·W

Darragh Mowlds pictured here in front of the Arc de Triomphe

EHOLHYH PH  7KHVH FKDQFHUV PRYHG
LW,·PIDLUO\FRQYLQFHGMXVWWRDQQR\
WRXULVWV
$V RQO\ ,ULVK SHRSOH FDQ GR ZH
TXHVWHG WR ÀQG DQ ,ULVK EDU WR ZDWFK
WKH 8QLWHG YHUVXV &KHOVHD PDWFK
ZKLFK ZHQW VSOHQGLGO\ IRU VRPH
RQH« 
$Q\ZD\LQWKHSURFHVVRIWKDW,JDYH
LQWR WHPSWDWLRQ DQG RUGHUHG D *XLQ
QHVV \RXFDQWDNHDPDQRXWRI,UH
ODQGHWF DQGVWRRGDJKDVWDVWKHELOO
FDPHWR½
,·P SUHWW\ VXUH WKDW LW PD\ EH WKH
RQO\ FULPH VWLOO SXQLVKDEOH E\ GHDWK

LQ,UHODQGDQGULJKWO\VR
,NQRZZHDUHLQ3DULVEXWIRUHLJKW
TXLG,·GZDQWWKHSLQWSRXUHGE\$U
WKXU KLPVHOI LQ 6W -DPHV· *DWH DQG
ÁRZQ ÀUVW FODVV WR WKH EDU +RZ GLG
LW WDVWH" %ORRG\ DZIXO GRQ·W OHW D
)UHQFKPDQGRDQ,ULVKPDQ·VZRUN
:H FDQ·W GR ZLQH GRQ·W PHVV ZLWK
RXU*XLQQHVV
, KDYH DQ DZIXOO\ ORQJ ZD\ WR JR
RYHU KHUH 3OHDVH VHQG KHOS LQ WKH
IRUP RI WHD EDJV $OVR LI DQ\ERG\
FRXOG WHOO PH ZKDW WKHVH SHRSOH DUH
VD\LQJWKDWZRXOGEHJUHDW«Merci
LQGHHG

After  a  shaky  start  in  Metz,  things  can  only  get  better
$FROGDQGFRQIXVLQJ¿UVWQLJKWKDVQ WSXWDGDPSHQHURQP\(UDVPXVVSLULW

SHAUNA
IRWIN
METZ, France –
$V,VLWEHWZHHQWKHVHIRXUZDOOVRI
ZKDWLVP\QHZKRPHIRUWKHQH[WÀYH
PRQWKV LW IHHOV OLNH PRUH WKDQ WZR
ZHHNVVLQFH,OHIWKRPH
, VWDUWHG RII P\ MRXUQH\ WR 0HW]
QRWH[DFWO\ZLWKHQWKXVLDVP²,GRQ·W
NQRZ LI VXFK D IHHOLQJ LV SRVVLEOH DW
DPLQWKHPRUQLQJ²EXWZLWKDGHÀ
QLWH DLU RI RSWLPLVP , FKHFNHG LQ DW
WKH GHVN RQOLQH FKHFNLQ VHHPHG WR
EHSOD\LQJXS DQGWKHDWWHQGDQWZDV
YHU\ IULHQGO\ DV KH WROG PH , KDGQ·W
DOUHDG\SDLGIRUP\EDJJDJHDQGWKDW
LWZRXOGLQFXUDSULFH\IHH
0\KRXUÁLJKWZDVXQHYHQWIXODQG
VOHHSÀOOHGHYHQFROOHFWLQJP\NLOR
OXJJDJH ZHQW VPRRWKO\ , PDQDJHG
WR OLIW LW RII WKH FDURXVHO ZLWKRXW WRR
PXFKKXIÀQJDQGSXIÀQJ,WKHQQRWHG
WKDW$HU/LQJXVKDGGXO\ODEHOOHGWKH
VXLWFDVHZLWKDELJUHGVWLFNHUVD\LQJ

¶+($9<· 7KH\ JRW WKDW ULJKW 7KH
QHFHVVLW\ RI VXFK D VWLFNHU EHFDPH
FOHDU DV , KDXOHG WKH FDVH DORQJVLGH
P\FDELQVL]HFDVHWRWHUPLQDOWRJHW
WKH7*9 )UDQFH·V VOLJKWO\ LPSURYHG
YHUVLRQRIWKH'$57 
+DYLQJ QDUURZO\ PLVVHG WKH ZLQ
GRZIRUWKHKDOISDVWWUDLQ,ZDLWHG
LQ WKH IUHH]LQJ VWDWLRQ IRU WZR DQG D
KDOI KRXUV $IWHU DQ DGGLWLRQDO EXV
ULGH , DUULYHG LQ 0HW] XQDEOH WR DF
FHVVWKH,QWHUQHWDQGWKHHPDLOWHOOLQJ
PH ZKHUH WR JR  $IWHU D YHU\ ORQJ
PLQXWHVRIDLPOHVVO\GUDJJLQJP\
WZRVXLWFDVHVWRGHVWLQDWLRQ¶MHQHVDLV
SDV·,ZDVOXFN\HQRXJKWREHSLFNHG
XSE\WKHRQO\WD[LLQ0HW]ZKRWROG
PHZKHUH,QHHGHGWRJR
7KHQ FDPH WKH QH[W VWDJH RI P\
MRXUQH\&ROOHFWLQJNH\VIRUDVWXGHQW
UHVLGHQFH VKRXOGQ·W EH WKDW GLIÀFXOW
ULJKW" :URQJ ,W EHFDPH DSSDUHQW
ULJKW DZD\ WKDW P\ OHYHO RI )UHQFK
ZDVQRWDWWKHVWDQGDUG,KDGRULJLQDO
O\ WKRXJKW DQG EHOLHYH PH , GLGQ·W
WKLQNYHU\PXFKRIP\)UHQFK 7KH
IULHQGO\VHFUHWDU\ZDVORRNLQJDWPH
VSHDNLQJ 0\ MDZ GURSSHG , GLGQ·W

Sightseeing in Metz, after buying a kettle

SLFNXSDVLQJOHZRUG,EHFDPHYHU\
DZDUH RI WKH URRP IXOO RI VWXGHQWV
DQGP\RZQJURZLQJHPEDUUDVVPHQW
$OOWKH)UHQFK,KDGOHDUQHGRYHUWKH
ODVW HLJKW \HDUV VHHPHG WR KDYH GLV
DSSHDUHG
(YHQWXDOO\ZLWKWKHKHOSRID¶WUDQV
ODWRU·,XQGHUVWRRGQRWRQO\KDG,QRW
EURXJKW DOO WKH QHFHVVDU\ IRUPV EXW
WKHVWXGLRDSDUWPHQW,UHTXHVWHGZDV
QRW DYDLODEOH 7KHUH ZHUHQ·W DQ\ HQ
VXLWHURRPVDYDLODEOHHLWKHU$IWHUDQ

I became very aware
of the room full of
students and my growing
embarrassment. All the
French I had learned over
the last eight years seemed
to have disappeared.

KRXU RI KDQGJHVWXULQJ DQG QRGGLQJ
,DUULYHGKHUHDWP\URRP²LW·VVPDOO
ZLWKDGHVNIULGJHDQGVLQN1RWEDG
7KHFRPPXQDOEDWKURRPV ,VKXGGHU
DW WKH YHU\ ZRUGV  DUH VOLJKWO\ OHVV
GHVLUDEOH²WKHWZRVKRZHUVDQGWZR
WRLOHWVZKLFKKDYHQRVHDWVDUHVKDUHG
E\DOOSHRSOHRQP\ÁRRUPHQDQG
ZRPHQ/RYHO\
0\ÀUVWYLVLWWRWKHFRPPXQDONLWFK
HQ DOVR OHIW VRPHWKLQJ WR EH GHVLUHG
ZLWK WKH URRP FRQVLVWLQJ RI QRWKLQJ
PRUH WKDQ WZR LQVHFW LQIHVWHG VLQNV
DQG WZR KRWSODWHV 7KH UHDOLVDWLRQ
WKDW,ZDVQRZDVWXGHQWZKRFRXOGQ·W
SXWRQDSL]]DDQGDQ,ULVKSHUVRQWKDW
FRXOGQ·W PDNH D FXS RI WHD EHFDPH
WRRPXFK,ERXJKWDNHWWOH
'HVSLWHWKHGD\RIP\DUULYDOEHLQJ
WKHORQJHVWGD\RIP\OLIHWRVD\WKDW
WKLQJVJRWEHWWHULVDYHU\ELJXQGHU
VWDWHPHQW ,·YH VSRNHQ PRUH )UHQFK
LQWKHODVWZHHNWKDQ,KDYHLQP\HQ
WLUH\HDUVRIVWXG\,·YHPHWDPD]
LQJ SHRSOH IURP DOO RYHU WKH ZRUOG
ZKR DUH MRLQLQJ PH LQ H[SHULHQFLQJ
)UHQFK FXOWXUH SULPDULO\ WKH FKHDS
ZLQH7KLQJVDUHGHÀQLWHO\RQWKHXS
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¿Viene aqui mucho?
Venez-vous ici souvent?
Kommst du heir oft?
Vieni spesso qui?
Do you come here often?
Al  McConnell  joined  a  motley  
crowd  of  language  enthusiasts,  
friendly  foreigners  and  the  occasional  
shameless  prowler,  at  Language  
Exchange  Ireland.  

– No, no, no, do we have to move
on?...we’re still talking…it hasn’t
been ten minutes, she can stay at my
table, can the rest move around?
Now, the way Language Exchange
Ireland works is somewhere between
the traditional exchange, plus an added element of the speed dating system. You don't pair up with a chosen
gender or anything, but you switch
tables every 10 minutes.
It works really well on the language
side, but it means you move around
on a human conveyor belt, the same
people following the same people.
And on this Thursday night, at the
Turk’s Head, the woman ahead of me
happened to be gorgeous.
So when I arrived at a table of lads,
bearded, Guinness in hand, I felt like
I was a huge disappointment to them.
Fortunately, most people are there for
the languages. But there’s the odd
one, like yer man who’s essentially
pleading that there is some way he
can avoid talking to me, who’s there
for the dates.
– Everyone moves on, ten minutes at
each table…says the organiser.
He’s gutted. So we’re off to a great
start here.
To be honest, I enjoyed this. There
were only two tables, one on Monday

and one on Thursday, where I got the
impression that the person wasn’t interested in languages. But if anything
it made me more friendly, over-thetop almost…I’ll make you talk, you
bastard…I want to practice Spanish…
– Hola, buenas…. [nothing, just a
nod of the head, which is pretty much
the same in any language.]
,ÀQGRXWKH·VIURP0DGULGHYHQWX
ally. People from Madrid love talking about Madrid, I know that much.
And he looks like he hasn’t slept in a
week, so maybe nightlife would be a
good topic…
– Ah Madrid, lovely city, great night
life…
That worked a little too well. The
next ten minutes have him explaining
how much he loves and pines for the
nightlife of his home town. Dublin
just doesn’t compare, apparently. I
learned a few choice phrases.
We didn’t move on to English,
ZKLFKZDVÀQHIRUPHP\(QJOLVKLV
passable.
There aren’t many students here,
which I wasn’t expecting. The organiser, Brian Heavey, has been trying
since starting the exchange nearly
two years ago to get more students

along, but it hasn’t quite happened.
“I’ve been trying very hard to get
them here, contacting all the department heads, all the lecturers,” he tells
me.
“I go around DIT all the time putting up posters, but the rate that posters go up and down in every college,
and with the students’ unions always
ripping down anything that’s not apSURYHG«LW·VGLIÀFXOWµ
So the average age is somewhere
around late-20s or early-30s. And
it’s mostly men, at least on these two
nights…somewhere around 70/30,
I think. It could be that men are just
much more interested in languages,
but I don’t think that’s true.
“I’d say 80 percent of people are
here for the languages,” Heavey tells
me, with a laugh, “but we do get peo-

“

We get some people
down and when we
ask what language
they want to do,
it's just 'what are
you talking about
languages?'...
Grand, I'll just
put you down for
Spanish...

ple…well, we get all sorts of people.
It’s a bit of fun.
“We get some people coming down
to sign up and when we ask what language they want to do, it’s just ‘what
are you talking about languages?’…
grand, I’ll just put you down for
Spanish…”
Heavey is undoubtedly passionate
about languages, and at the age of
24 has set up this event, plus a sister event in Rio de Janeiro, as well as
Language2Go. All three have been a
huge success.
Even though the nights are still cold
and dark by 6pm, being January and
all, the language exchange is cosy,
and buzzing with conversation when
everyone gets going. It feels later
than it is; most people are having a
few drinks during the exchange, and
because they take place in a nightclub
and a bar, it has a feeling of a night
out, informal and social, rather than a
language ‘event’.
People are in a good mood. Even
when another Madrileño suggests to a
woman from the Basque Country that
the Spanish government has to rescue the ‘separatist’ regions time after
time, that they can’t manage themVHOYHVWKHUHLVQ·WDÀJKW-XVWDVKUXJ
of the shoulders, and a look that says
‘that’s just, like, your opinion man...’.
There was only one other table
where I got the cold shoulder based
on my sex. This was on the Monday.
I sat down at the next table in line,
opposite a new face.
– Hola, buenas, me llamo Alistair…
– Hello, so where are you from and
why do you want to learn Spanish?
He’s speaking very quickly, leaning
far over the table, and tapping his leg
like a piston, which seem to be tactics
geared towards making time move
faster, so he can be rid of me and on

”    

to the girl behind me in the queue…
– Oh well, from Derry, in the North,
and learned Spanish in Valencia, was
there for a year teaching English
there…and…
– So you know Spain!
+H WUHDWHG PH WR D ÀYHPLQXWH H[
planation of the similarities and differences between Irish women and
Spanish women. It involved a lot of
hand gestures that made him look like
he was carrying two watermelons in
front of him.
– So did you come here for the languages or the speed-dating?… I
asked him.
– Well… a bit of both.
<RX KDYH ÀYH PLQXWHV LQ (QJOLVK
WKHQ ÀYH LQ ZKDWHYHU ODQJXDJH \RX
want to learn (Spanish, French, Chinese, Portugese, Japanese, Italian, or
German). I wasn’t too adventurous,
and just opted for Spanish, but there’s
no minimum standard required, just a
willingness to give it a go.
The speed-dating element works
well too, I thought. If Heavey could
get a patent on that model he might be
able to retire by 30.
There are some slightly surreal sides
WRLWEXWLW·VGHÀQLWHO\DJUHDWZD\WR
learn and practice a language. For
Erasmus students, I’d imagine it’s a
good way to get out in Dublin and
meet a lot of new people. And you
might even end up with a date…
Language Exchange Ireland takes
place on Mondays at 6.30pm in dTwo
on Harcourt Street, and on Thursdays
in The Turk’s Head in Temple Bar. It’s
€5 to sign up, and the nights generally last until 8.30pm, though most
people seem to stay on afterwards.
Go along willing to talk to all sorts,
but the vast majority of them are very
friendly. You’ll enjoy it.
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I,  Micko
Al  McConnell  talks  to  former  DIT  student  
union  president,  Michael  Nugent,  about  the  
bizarre  Ireland  of  the  1980s  and  90s,  serial  
piss-takery  along  with  Arthur  Matthews,  
his  serious  side  as  Chairperson  of  Atheist  
Ireland,  and  the  potential  return  of  his  hit  
play  ‘I,  Keano’.

I

t’s usually only in Cork that
Roy Keane and God come
up in the same conversation.
But when you’re talking to
Michael Nugent, the co-writer of I,
Keano and now the Chairperson of
Atheist Ireland, the two deities are
inescapable.
The hotel bar of the Gresham Hotel
isn’t particularly loud, and we were
placed right in the middle of it for the
best part of two hours. On at least a
few occasions, I’m certain there were
some nearby questioning what the
hell we were talking about, as story
after story came and went.
Nugent was president of the student
union in DIT’s college of marketing
and design twice during the 1980s.
He is most likely the only SU president to have had a bodyguard – his
vice-president Arthur Matthews
(with whom, and Paul Woodfull, he
has since created I, Keano and other
works) saw his true role as protecting
the president from assassination.
“We would go into meetings and Arthur would walk ahead of me a few
steps, one hand inside the chest of his
jacket, looking up at ceilings to check
for snipers.”
It nearly got them thrown out of a
pub, when Matthews tackled Nugent
(who had been squirted with ketchup)
to the ground, shouting ‘THE PRESIDENT’S BEEN SHOT!

“So I was just completely taking the
piss out of the whole thing. I kept referring to myself in the third person
– saying things like: ‘Well, I’ve been
talking to the president of the SU in
the college of marketing and design,
and he says…’”
Eventually, the stalemate had to be
broken, and the college proposed that
Nugent sign a declaration saying he
will keep to the committee’s rules and
regulations.
They asked, however, that the document be signed and witnessed, as well
as signed by his parents (he was 21 at
the time) whose signature would also
be witnessed.
“I brought that home to my parents
(who had a great sense of humour,
and hated dealing with this sort of
stupid stuff), and I went to the next
meeting of the VEC and said: ‘I’m
happy to sign that, to stick to the
rules, I’ve signed it here, witnessed
by a priest’ (my uncle was a priest, so
that took care of that)…but my problem is…I’ve tried everything, but I
just can’t get my parents to sign it…
there’s nothing I can do…I just can’t
control them!”
There was also a letter from
Nugent’s parents. The CEO of the
VEC, Liam Arundel, read it out to the
room:

Dear Mr Arundel,
Thank you very much for your letter
cting as the SU president gave regarding the keeping of the commit1XJHQW KLV ÀUVW LQVLJKW LQWR WKH tee’s rules and regulations. As we are
not, and never have been, within the
bizarre world of student politics.
When his college’s council refused jurisdiction of these rules and reguto recognise him as president (fol- lations, we see the signing of such a
ORZLQJ WKH RFFXSDWLRQ RI DQ RIÀFH declaration as irrelevant.
Furthermore, we resent the inferwhen the SU was refused their own),
Nugent managed to get himself on ence that should we have decided to
the Vocational Education Committee sign it, that it would be necessary
(VEC) as a student rep, going over to have this witnessed by a priest, a
the heads of the council on to the peace commissioner, a guard or a solicitor. We note that your signature on
ERG\WKDWUDWLÀHGWKHLUGHFLVLRQV
´$W P\ ÀUVW PHHWLQJ RQH RI WKH your letter to us was not accompanied
agenda items was a motion from the by that of your parents, nor was it witcollege council to refuse to recognise nessed by any of the above group of
people.
me as president of the student union.

A

Michael Nugent, expert spoofer; (Below left) editorial photo in DIT student
magazine Parnell Press, published in February 1983; (Below right) Arthur
Matthews in his DIT days as Nugent's vice-president and bodyguard

“There were a couple of people over
the years who had mastered the art
of arriving late, having the free meal
while the meeting is starting, getting
in just in time to sign the attendance
book, and then leaving. So they were
essentially getting paid for having a
meal.”
Nugent recalls one incident in particular, involving Gay Mitchell (then
a TD). Fine Gael was in power at the
time, and there was a vote on fee increases (which Fine Gael were supporting) planned for the VEC meeting.
The vote was nearly abandoned,
however, after an outburst by Mitchell that included calling two Fianna
Fáil members (Tom Holt and Lauri
Corcoran) “Fianna Fáil hacks”.
Nugent was a little surprised by it
all, as were the others. The meeting
came close to being called off when
Mitchell refused to withdraw his
statements, twice.
“The chairman tried to get him to
withdraw the comments but he just
kept going against the two Fianna Fáil
members – HACK HACK HACK,”
recalls Nugent.
Eventually, to avoid the meeting
being abandoned, Mitchell left the
room entirely. It was unfortunate,
says Nugent, because he was looking
wondering how Mitchell was going to
vote on the fees issue. In the end, a
10 percent increase was settled upon,
which went against the 20 percent increase the Fine Gael/Labour coalition
had pushed for (and the “Fianna Fáil
hacks” story made the front page of
the Independent – see opposite).
It all goes some way toward explaining the irreverence that has deÀQHGPXFKRI1XJHQW·VZRUN:KLOH
he certainly does take some things
very seriously, he hasn’t shied away
from setting his sights on some very
prominent targets. And in Ireland in
the ‘80s and ‘90s, there was no shortage of these.

I

We would appreciate if you would
cease correspondence on this issue.
“They just went mental. Some of
them were laughing, some were trying to stop themselves laughing, and
some were just furious about ‘this
Nugent family trying to drive a coach
and horses through the committee’s
rules and regulations’. It turned into
a real stalemate after that.”

T

he VEC was also an introduction
to Irish politics in general – many
on the VEC at the time went on to
become TDs and senior politicians.
Looking back, it’s easy to see why a
student thrown into that world went
on to a career of satire and serial
piss-takery.
“We used to have a meal beforehand,” he tells me, “and there was an
attendance book to sign at the start in
order to get your expenses.

“

The chairman
tried to get him
to withdraw
the comments,
but he just kept
going... HACK
HACK HACK

features@edition.ie

n the late ‘80s, Nugent and Matthews founded a piss-take organisation called the Co-ordinated Committee for Christianity in Politics
(with the conspicuous initials CCCP).
They wrote letters to bishops and politicians, asking them to save Ireland
from ‘the evils of secularism’, among
other things.
“At the time there was a group
called the Christian Principles Party,
whose slogan was ‘Jobs for Youth –
Not Condoms’. And this was a serious organisation.
“Our slogan was: ‘Jobs Not Condoms, Faith Not Sodomy’. We
brought out a newsletter called ‘Majority Ethos’ that we distributed
DURXQGWKHOHDÁHWVWDQGVLQFKXUFKHV
as if it was a serious church document.”
Nugent wrote under the pseudonym Glionn MacTíre – pigeon Irish
for Glynn Wolfe, a real person who
at the time was in the Guinness Book
of World Records for being the most
divorced man in the world.
“We wrote to all sorts, looking for
support for this campaign. We would
complain about RTÉ showing Wimbledon during the summer, without
warning viewers about the high rate
of lesbianism involved. The maddest
things we could think of, that we
thought some people might take se-

”    
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riously.”
And serious replies began to come
in, too. Seán Doherty contacted ‘Majority Ethos’ wanting to know who
else in the Oireachtas was involved
(as Nugent points out, this was after
Doherty had ‘found God’, following
his various corruptions).
The Archbishop of Dublin also replied, suggesting he put the group in
contact with other organisations, such
as the Knights of Columbanus, whom
he thought might be helpful and share
their ideas.
The Christian Principles Party also
KDG FRUUHVSRQGHQFH ZLWK WKH ÀFWLRQal CCCP, who, after reviewing the
Party’s documentation, informed its
leaders that they could not endorse
their campaigning, due to “their no
doubt unintentional drift into liberalism”.
“For example,” Majority Ethos suggested, “your call for tax-breaks for
the stay-at-home wife. This kind of
careless language creates the impression that there are wives who do not
stay at home. Furthermore, one of
your candidates appears to be a woman – who will mind her children if she
is elected? Have you fully considered
the theological implications of this?”
It’s no mean feat to fathom any conFHSW WKDW FRXOG RXWÁDQN WKH &KULVtian Principles Party, now the Christian Solidarity Party, on the Catholic
Right.

T

heir spoof letter-writing tactics
continued, and Nugent went on to
write Dear John – The John Mackay
Letters with Sam Smyth, including
letters to Taoiseach Albert Reynolds
in the early ‘90s.
“This shows you what Ireland was
like at the time,” Nugent says. I make
sure the recorder is still on, and settle
back into my seat.
“I wrote to Reynolds, who owned
a pet food business at the time, saying that I was having trouble with my
dog. He was refusing to eat unless it
was off a dinner plate, and I wanted
Reynolds to check with the Industrial
Development Authority (IDA) about
the feasibility of manufacturing dog
bowls that were designed as dinner
plates.”
As if it needs any explanation of just
how mad this idea was, Nugent points
out that dogs would make a complete
mess if they tried to eat off a dinner
plate, and, of course, a dog bowl designed as a dinner plate, is just a dinner plate.
Which makes it all the more lunatic
that this idea actually progressed.
“I have no idea whether Reynolds
ever did pass it on to the IDA, but he
did write back saying he would, so
we wrote to its head: ‘No doubt you
have on your desk a letter from Albert
Reynolds concerning the manufacture
of dog bowls modelled as plexi-glass
middle-patterned dinner plates.’”
The letter was closed as follows:
I would like to stress that I do not
ZDQW WKH FRXUWHRXV ÀUVWQDPH WHUPV
with which Albert and I correspond
WRLQÁXHQFH\RXUGHFLVLRQLQDQ\ZD\
This particular series of letters continued on for about a dozen separate
back-and-forths, over six months,
between Nugent, Reynolds, the IDA,
An Bord Tráchtála, and various other

Above:
I, Keano
programme
cover
Left: "Fianna
Fáil hacks"
²PLFURÀOP
copy of an
'84 Indo front
page article,
describing
Gay Mitchell's
outburst at a
VEC meeting

government bodies.
“They were all advancing this crazy
project. When anyone got back to us,
we would respond immediately telling them that we had informed Reynolds that they would be taking care of
ZKDWHYHUVSHFLÀFSDUWRILW
“Whether they all thought we were
crazy or not, they were still advancing
this project because Reynolds was involved in it.
“We got one letter asking us not to
do any further work on it, until they
checked whether we would qualify
for a feasibility study grant.”

T

he letter-writing continued further, another Taoiseach this time
coming into the Nugent/Matthews
crosshairs.
“We wrote to Haughey as well,
asking him to come back to us, that
Ireland needed him to rescue us from
the visionless pet food manufacturer
who had succeeded him,” he tells me,
laughing as he looks back on it.
“We really played up to Haughey’s
pride and vanity – ‘not only are you a
political Houdini, but you are a modern Irish Cú Chulainn, and you owe it

“

We have thought
about it, and
we had a brief
chat. I think it's
possible.
– Nugent on the
potential return
of I, Keano

to the nation’ and so on, all that sort
of shite.
“‘In addition, we have some friends
with a not inconsiderable sum of
money to plough into such a worthy
venture.’”
Haughey wrote back. He thought
it would be “useful” if they were to
meet to discuss this.
+LV WZR ELJJHVW IDQV WKRXJK ÀFtional) read over this response, and
Nugent remembers they could not get
over what size of an ego would be required to be taken in by such a spoof.
“But of course,” he tells me, “after
all the stories came out about him later, he was clearly just thinking there
was someone with a load of money,
so he’d meet him.”
So, as Nugent says, that was Ireland.
In recent years, the Nugent/Matthews partnership made the headlines
with their hit play I, Keano, written
along with Paul Woodfull, about the
Roy Keane debacle in Saipan, during
the 2002 World Cup.
‘He came, he saw, he went home’
was the famous tag-line. And there is
the possibility of a return.

”    

“We have thought about it, and we
had a brief chat,” says Nugent. “I
think it’s possible, whether we rewrite it or just bring it back with some
updates, a few things about the new
management team and so on.”
The return of Keane to the Ireland
set-up, along with Martin O’Neill (a
fellow student of the larger-than-life
Brian Clough) has brought the Saipan saga back to the public mind, and
opened up the possibility of a return
for ‘Keano’, ‘McCartacus’, ‘Quinnus’
and ‘Dunphia’ (the wood nymph).
The play was a huge success, but
one that Nugent plays down somewhat.
“I really do think it wrote itself,” he
VD\V ´$QG WKH ÀUVW RQH KDG DOPRVW
sold out before anyone had seen it, so
even if it had been shite, it would still
have been a success.”
Nugent and Matthews describe the
Saipan story as “our generation’s civil
war – everybody had an opinion on
it, and everyone had an unbreakable
position on it.”
The whole story was never surprising to them, however. As two serious
football fans – both have applied for
a number of managerial positions, including Man Utd and the Ireland job
on several occasions – they were well
aware of the incompetence and scandal that has followed the FAI around
over the years, so turning up to a
world cup, staying on an island with
no pitch, and forgetting the footballs
came as no shock.
“All we really did was follow the
storyline, make it marginally sillier than it really was, and put people
into togas,” Nugent explains. “Once
you have the melodrama of the Romans going to war, you can almost
under-play it. Ordinary conversations
just become funnier.
“It’s like what Arthur and Graham
[Linehan] say about Father Ted – you
can take any characteristic or any
scene, and if you dress someone as a
priest it just becomes inherently funny.”
A big part of the success, Nugent
thinks, was that the real characters
are genuinely funny people (including Keano).
“There was one story when Keane
came to see the show. He was backstage afterwards meeting the cast and
chatting to them, and the guy playing
Quinnus was a big Man Utd fan and
was really keen to get his autograph.
“He had gone to his dressing room
to get Keane’s autobiography, and
was running backstage so he didn’t
miss him. And he literally ran into
Roy Keane – ‘Jesus!’, he said, and
Keane just nodded back to him and
said, ‘Quinnus’.”
Whether I, Keano will indeed make
a comeback is still unclear, though
Nugent seems eager to give the comedic side of his personality an air out in
the next while.
“I go through phases of doing serious stuff and silly stuff, and I haven’t
really done anything silly for a good
while…”
Michael Nugent is now the Chair
SHUVRQRI$WKHLVW,UHODQG,QWKHQH[W
issue of The Edition we will print Part
7ZR RI WKLV LQWHUYLHZ RQ DWKHLVP LQ
,UHODQG WKH HGXFDWLRQ V\VWHP DQG
KXPDQULJKWV
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Travels  in  
Rwanda
Bolton  Street  Chaplain  Alan  Hilliard  
travelled  to  Rwanda  in  December  to  visit  
a  country  in  recovery,  20  years  on  from  
genocide.  We  publish  two  extracts  from  
his  blog,  written  in  the  evenings  and  early  
mornings  as  he  travelled  around  the  central  
African  nation,  with  an  introductory  article.

H

ow do you remember an atrocity,
so as to ensure the acts are not repeated, without trapping a country or
a population with painful memories
of the past?
It’s a question most countries in the
world have had to deal with at some
point in their history, but there is never a clear-cut answer. Daniel Groody,
of Notre Dame University, is creating
a project on the struggle of good and
evil, death and resurrection, with a
view to forming a module on the topic
at his Indiana college.
Between the 12th and 23rd of December, Father Alan Hilliard travelled
around Rwanda with a group of 12
individuals, as part of Groody’s research.
Along with Hilliard were a women’s rights activist, a South American
WKHRORJLDQDÀOPPDNHUDQDXWKRUD
lawyer, a religious sister, and a husband and wife who had stayed in Hotel Rwanda during the genocide.
“There’s no doubt about it – and
even now I feel slightly nauseous
ORRNLQJ EDFN RQ LW ² WKDW \RX FDQ·W
communicate the smell of death,”
Hilliard told The Edition.
‘Genocide museums’ are common
throughout Rwanda, but their title
may be somewhat misleading. As
Hilliard explained, many of these
museums, or memorials, involve untouched murder scenes in everyday
locations, from school classrooms
WKDWVWLOOKDYHVNHOHWDOUHPDLQVRQWD
bles, to family homes that have the
blood-stained clothing of a murdered
mother and sister left on view.
“It seems to be a government policy
of maintaining many scenes of genocide, as a way of remembering the
atrocities and reminding citizens of
why they must follow certain policies
nowadays,” said Hilliard.
´,WLVKRUULÀFWRVHHUHPDLQVVWUHWFKHG
RXW \RX ZRXOG DW WLPHV WKLQN WKDW
these people must be buried. But,
how do you hold on to the horror that

people can do to one another, in a way
that propels people not to do the same
things again? Ethically and morally, it
raises a lot of questions. But the one
thing I didn’t want to do was judge
anything. I’m not saying it’s the right
way to do it, or the wrong way to do
it; it is the way they are doing it.”
The group stayed in Kigali initially,
before travelling into the countryside,
to the east and south of the country –
where a lot of the people with whom
they were travelling had family – and
visited many villages in which groups
of people had been wiped out.
When the genocide was over, and
the country had to begin its recovery,
in many of these villages people became neighbours to those who had
murdered their family.
“How do you live together again afWHUWKDW"µDVNHG+LOOLDUG
“There is something in the African
spirit,” he posed. “We in the West get
VWXFN LQ WKH VHOIKHOS VHFWLRQ RI WKH
ERRNVKRSDERXWPHDQGKRZ,IHHO
EXW WKH $IULFDQ VSLULW WHQGV WR ORRN
more at ‘we’. I cannot live well unless
you live well; that seems to be in their
genes to some extent.”
The rebuilding of communities, including relationships between families and the physical rebuilding of
houses and entire villages, continues
in Rwanda.
,WLVQRZPDNLQJJUHDWHIIRUWVWRGH
velop a strong economy, encouraging
businesses to set up within its borders, and bringing in many policies
to attract tourism. There are no plastic
bags permitted within the country, for
example, as they could harm the wildlife, a major attraction for tourists.
As Hilliard says, Rwanda is on the
road to recovery, though with a lastLQJ PDUN WZR GHFDGHV RQ IURP JHQ
ocide.
“It’s one of the most beautiful countries in the world, and with some of
the most beautiful people. But there’s
a great sadness in it.”

Al McConnell

John Bosco, Christine and Felicien in front of The Swiss Village. The gulleys in the building behind
show where John Bosco hid with his sister in 1994.

Day  One:  

Revisiting  the  genocide  with  
John  Bosco  and  Christine
John, senior researcher in the
newly established Commission for the Fight Against
Genocide, gave us a two-hour
presentation.
7KHÀUVWKRXUZDVDQRYHU
view of the history of Rwanda. There is no doubt that the
colonial legacy contributed
greatly to the genocide that
this country experienced in
1994, when up to one million
people were murdered in a
most callous fashion. Most
ZHUHKDFNHGWRGHDWKE\
people wielding machetes;
women were raped and those
showed any compassion were
murdered as collaborators.
The social engineering,
which set people against one
another, may not have been
intended to have the effect it
had. However, the classical
colonist approach of ‘divide
and conquer’ was employed
in Rwanda and it contributed
greatly to the genocide.
Groups who lived peacefully alongside one another for
many centuries were now at
odds.
7KHVHFRQGKRXUORRNHGDW
WKHZRUNRIWKHFRPPLVVLRQ
and a little from John’s own
story. The genocide is never
far from the surface here.
John explained that he was
studying in Geneva when the
genocide started. His mother,
father, two brothers and two
VLVWHUVZHUHPXUGHUHG/LNH
PDQ\KHUHKHVSRNHZLWK
little emotion; he was merely

sharing his own story.
A number of years later he
UHWXUQHGWRÀQGWKHUHPDLQVRI
his family. In Ireland there are
many reports from families
ZKRZLVKWRÀQGWKHUHPDLQV
of their relatives who were
NLOOHGLQWKHWURXEOHVDQG
reports are that the remains
FDQ·WEHORFDWHG7KHUHPDUN
able thing about John is that
he located the remains of his
family within days.
Having received the information he set out one morning
ZLWKDWUXFNDQGE\RQH
R·FORFNKHKDGH[KXPHGWKH
VNHOHWDOUHPDLQVRIKLVIDPLO\
One lady was able to tell him
exactly where his mother was
buried, Standing in the lady’s
EDFNJDUGHQKHDVNHG¶+RZ
GR\RXNQRZWKDWWKLVLVWKH
spot?’
´0\KXVEDQGNLOOHGKHU,
was here when it happened,”
came her reply.
His mother had come to their
GRRUORRNLQJIRUDJODVVRI
water, having been in hiding
for days on end.
“Where is your husband
QRZ"µDVNHG-RKQ
“In the Congo I believe, but
to be honest I don’t exactly
NQRZµ
/LNHPDQ\DVVRFLDWHGZLWK
WKHJHQRFLGHKHÁHGWR
another country. She is one of
the many widows on the Hutu
side.
The genocide was a well-orchestrated event. It was not
a sporadic bout of madness,

EXWWKHZRUNRIDPLOLWLDZKR
terrorised local areas as they
sought to wipe out the Tutsi
population of Rwanda. The
event was in the planning for
at least four years. The history
of this ethnic cleansing is not
something that was born in
FHQWXULHVSDVWWKHÀUVWUHSRUW
HGNLOOLQJRID7XWVLE\D+XWX
for reasons of race was on the
25th of July 1959.
There is a lot more to say;
a lot of conversations had
WRGD\DVZHXQSDFNWKLV
KRUULÀFHYHQW,DPKHUHZLWK
a couple called John Bosco
and his wife Christine. Along
with a team sponsored by
Notre Dame University, we
are journeying with them
DVWKH\WU\WRXQSDFNWKHLU
KRUULÀFH[SHULHQFHVLQWKH
genocide.
They are an amazing couple
whose love for one another is
beyond question. They were
engaged to be married just
before the genocide. When
WKHJHQRFLGHEURNHRXW-RKQ
%RVFRSXWOLIHDQGOLPEDWULVN
to protect his future wife.
My luggage was lost in
transit. I didn’t loose the
head over it. I just thought of
some of the stories from the
genocide that I am familiar
ZLWKZKHQSHRSOHOLNH-RKQ
lost a lot more than a few
possessions.
My little mishap reinforces
one certainty; these amazing
people have a lot to teach us
‘westerns’.
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Day  Four:  

One  day  
in  April
O

n the outskirts of Kigali there
is a Technical College, which
provides technical and vocational
education to many young Rwandan
adults. This school was formerly
known as the John Bosco School. On
the 11th of April, 1994, 3,000 people
who took refuge in the school were
massacred.
People made their way to the
school to seek protection. The UN
peace-keeping force kept guard at the
gates of the college from the outset
of the genocide giving those inside
a place of certain refuge from the
surrounding slaughter. The militia
had surrounded the area but the UN
presence kept harm at bay.
On that fateful day, the 11th of
April, the UN guard reported that
they were standing down; accordLQJWRWKHRIÀFHULQFRPPDQGWKH\
were recalled. They left the school
and headed straight to the airport.
Someone somewhere decided that
the UN no longer had a role to play,
and people were left to the mercy of
the madness.
The Commander of the forces,
General Dallaire, was convinced that
a team of 5,000 troops would keep
order on the streets. The cable he
sent to the UN was ignored. He had
reported to those in command that
‘something big’ was about happen.
He knew of the distribution of arms
and was told that the militia had been
trained to kill 1,000 people in 20
PLQXWHVÁDW
Obviously vested interests won
out and Dallaire’s efforts were all in
vain. The Rwandan people were never important in this outbreak. There
is evidence to show that French
soldiers trained the militia and other
information reveals that President
Mitterrand’s son was an arms dealer.
When the genocide had come to an
end, President Mitterrand was reported to have said, by the newspaper
Le Figaro, that “in such countries
genocide is not too important”.

M

any of the people in the John
Bosco school lay down in front
on the UN trucks pleading with them
WRVWD\EXWWKH81VROGLHUVÀUHGLQWR
the air and made their way straight to
the airport.
Then the slaughter began. People
had been in the compound for four
days at this stage; most were hungry

(Above) A memorial garden now stands where the 3,000 were
murdered; (Left) A view of Kigali, taken from the Milles Collines Hotel
(formerly Hotel Rwanda)

and tired. For some strange reason
the army commander put out the
order that the people were not to be
killed on the site. They were to be
‘rounded up’. Those who worked
IRULQWHUQDWLRQDORIÀFHVDQGWKRVH
who had Hutu identity cards, were
put to one side; the rest were ordered
to march up a hill to a new location.
Any that stumbled were shot or
clubbed to death. Military jeeps kept
the 3,000 people together as they
made their way to a new location.

from the heap of bodies but could
not move from the spot where she
lay. She listened as babies cried and
listened still as those babies cries
died away during the long night that
followed.
At one sage in the night she tended
to a young child who wandered by.
She motioned to him and the child
asked to be held; she asked to be
held as she had watched her parents
and siblings fall dead beside her:
‘please hold me’.

T

W

oday I met one who survived this
tragedy. Out of the 3,000, there
were only 100 survivors. Of those,
only 20 did not suffer a permanent
disability.
The soldiers started by throwing
grenades into the crowd and then
opened up with ammunition. When
they had run out of that, they invited
the militia to make sure everyone
was dead; they did so with the
aid of clubs, spears and machetes. (Interestingly, the guide at the
museum earlier today told us that the
government have just only recently
ÀQLVKHGSD\LQJRIIWKHELOOWR&KLQH
for these machetes, close on twenty
years later).
The lady that spoke to us today
told of a militia man standing on
her chest and searching her pockets
while she pretended to be dead. At
another stage, she was struck on the
head three times with a hammer –
again, she feigned death.
She heard her husband calling

“

Out of the 3,000,
there were only
100 survivors.
Of those, only
20 did not suffer
permanent
disability

hen morning came some survivors tried to get away, but the
militia shot them down. Again the
militia rounded on the bodies; one
took her by the hair and shook her,
looking for money in her pockets,
but she managed to remain lifeless
convincing the assailant she was
dead.
It was the arrival of the Rwandan
Patriotic Front that changed the circumstances and saved the day. There
were advancing to capture a nearby
hill. They could not offer much in
terms of food or medicine but they
offered a chance to live.
The lady told us what it is like to
be a survivor of such a tragedy; so
powerful was her testament that we
didn’t get to hear it… the translator
broke down in tears as she shared her
story; he just let her continue as his
H\HVÀOOHGRYHUDQGRYHUDJDLQ
Some things were heard though.
The fact is that as a survivor you feel
you are constantly ‘cheating with

”    

life’; you act normal but you are far
from normal. Healing doesn’t happen; the pain is always there. It took
ten years to even consider praying
and thinking about God… God’s
presence was notable by its absence.
These people were let down. The
wars of other countries were fought
on their soil and at their expense. The
country is doing well now. Economic
activity is encouraged but you do not
KDYHWRVFUDSHYHU\GHHSO\WRÀQG
that most people are still afraid.
They are afraid of what they saw
and witnessed during the genocide;
they are afraid of it because it still
incites fear in them. They are conditioned to be afraid; the heavy presence of military and police is more
about security than peace keeping.
They are particularly afraid because
they know they are on their own.
Those charged with a duty of care
turned on them in a manner most
foul and savage. The international
community refused to be there for
them when they were needed, and
those among the UN forces that did
want to help were overruled by a bureaucrat placed under political duress
at a desk in New York.
The Church was silent before, during and after; it is a church that wants
SHRSOHWRSUD\EXWQRWWRUHÁHFW,WLV
a church that has lived in the shadow
of others and has never been brave
enough to stand in the light.
The seven-year-old child who
needed to be held is now a man and
is presently studying in University.
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A  day  on  the  hardcourt
Eoghan  Regan  joined  in  a  
meticulous  ballet  of  body  movement  
on  Dublin's  Bike  Polo  scene

T

here’s no greater fear than
slowly tipping over the
precipice, or in my particular case, falling off a
bike. Time slowed and the horizon
slipped from beneath me as I swung
P\ PDOOHW ÁDLOLQJ OLNH DQ XSULYHU
salmon. By the end of my journey
toward the concrete I resembled
a piece of art that belonged in the
MET, my bike and body had eloped
with another as we crashed together. ‘If only they still played on
grass,’ I thought to myself as one of
the lads, who had un-knotted himself from the collision, offered me a
large padded hand.
 ,W ZDV P\ ÀUVW H[SHULHQFH RI IDOO
LQJRQ¶KDUGFRXUW·WKHSUHIHUUHGFRXUW
RIWKH'XEOLQ%LNH3ROR$VVRFLDWLRQ
7KHUHZDVVHYHQXVSOD\LQJLQWKHYD
FDQWEDVNHWEDOOFRXUWLQ6XQGULYHSDUN
RQDZHW2FWREHUPRUQLQJZKHUHWKH
HQWKXVLDVWV DQG , GR PHDQ HQWKXVL
DVWV KDGPHWWRVSHQGDGD\SOD\LQJ
RQH RI WKH PRVW EL]DUUH JDPHV DQ\
SDVVHUE\ KDG HYHU VHHQ 0DQ\ KDG
LQ IDFW VWRSSHG ZLWK WKHLU GRJV DQG
FKLOGUHQWRZDWFKWKHSHDFRFNFRORXU
HGELNHVDQGKHOPHWVDVWKH\ZKL]]HG
DERXWWKHFRXUW
-RKQQ\RQHRIWKHPRVWH[SHULHQFHG
SOD\HUVDQGDQROGVDOWRIWKHVSRUWKDG
DJUHHGWRWDONWRPHDERXWWKHJDPH

VRDIHZRIXVPDGHRXUZD\EDFNWR
KLV7KHKRXVHZKLFKKHVKDUHVZLWK
D IHZ ELNH PHVVHQJHUV OLNH KLPVHOI
ZDVZHOOFRYHUHGLQELNHV%LNHVLQ
WKHKDOOELNHVEHKLQGWKHFRXFKDIHZ
SDUWV DERXW OLYLQJ URRP +H RIIHUHG
PHDFXSRIWHDDQG,DOPRVWH[SHFWHG
DVPDOOELNHWREHÁRDWLQJLQLW
7KH JDPH KDG VWDUWHG RII ZLWK
>ELNH@ PHVVHQJHUV QRZ LW·V DQ\RQH
ZKRFRXOGSOD\
:HVLSSHGRXUWHDELWLQWRDELVFXLW
DQGKHFRQWLQXHG
,WKDGVWDUWHGRIIIRXU\HDUVDJRLQ
'XEOLQ .URSSD KHUH KDG VWDUWHG LW
KHUHZLWKVRPHPHVVHQJHUV
.URSSD D IHOORZ PHVVHQJHU DQG D
EURWKHULQ¶%LNH3ROR·DUPVKDGVDLG
HDUOLHU WKDW KH GLGQ·W IHHO FRPIRUWD
EOH EHLQJ LQWHUYLHZHG EXW RQFH WKH
FRQYHUVDWLRQ EHJDQ KH FRXOGQ·W KHOS
KLPVHOI
:HOOLWKDGDOOVWDUWHGRIIDVJUDVV
SROR DERXW D KXQGUHG \HDUV DJR LW
ZDV DQ 2O\PSLF VSRUW >«@ LW V TXLWH
GLIIHUHQW QRZ KH VDLG EDUHO\ SDXV
LQJIRUEUHDWKEHWZHHQVHQWHQFHV
.URSSD KDGQ·W EHHQ DEOH WR UHVLVW
WDONLQJ DERXW KLV SDVVLRQ QRQH RI
WKHPFRXOG7KH\VSRNHOLNHORYHVLFN
WHHQDJHUV ZKR KDG IDOOHQ KRSHOHVVO\
LQ ORYH ZLWK PHWDOOLF IHPPHIDWDOHV
DSSHDULQJ DW WKHLU EDVNHWEDOO FRXUW
HYHU\6DWXUGD\PRUQLQJWRZRRWKHP

,W·VVWLOODQLFKHVDLG*UHHQHUDQ
RWKHUYLFWLPWRWKHJDPH·VDOOXUH
3HRSOH ZKR HQMR\ LW UHDOO\ HQMR\
LW 7KH\ UH FRPPLWWHG WR LW >«@ EXW
WKHUH V QR ÀQDQFLDO LQFHQWLYH KH
H[SODLQHG VWDWLQJ WKDW WKH JDPH LV
SOD\HGE\LPSDVVLRQHG]HDORWVUDWKHU
WKDQFDUHHUKXQWHUV
8QOLNH RWKHU VSRUWV ZKHUH SHRSOH
GUHDPRIJUHHQEDFNYLVWDVDQGFKDP
SDJQH VKRZHUV WKH %LNH 3ROR FRP
PXQLW\SOD\IRUWKHWKULOORIWKHJDPH
EXWDOVRIRUWKHFDPDUDGHULH6LSSLQJ
RQ P\ ZDUP WHD DPRQJ SHRSOH WKDW
ZHUH RQO\ KRXUV EHIRUH VWUDQJHUV WR
PH,XQGHUVWRRGZKDWWKH\PHDQW

T

KH JDPH LWVHOI ZDV ORJLVWLFDOO\
DVGLIÀFXOWDVRQHPLJKWDVVXPH
D PHWLFXORXV EDOOHW RI ERG\ PRYH
PHQWV 2QH KDQG ZRXOG EH WDVNHG
ZLWKVWHHULQJDQGEUHDNLQJWKHRWKHU
ZLWKVZLQJLQJDQGVFRULQJ,W·VDWDVN
ZKLFK UHTXLUHV VRPH \HDUV RI H[SH
ULHQFH ZLWK ELNHV D GXDO PLQGERG\
H[HUFLVHLQEDODQFHDQGSUHFLVLRQ
$WWHPSWLQJ WR OHDUQ E\ H[DPSOH
, ZDWFKHG WKH RWKHUV EDODQFH WKHLU
ZHLJKW RQ WKH PDOOHW DGMXVWLQJ DQG
MXPSLQJWKHELNHRXWRIFRUQHUVÀOOHG
ZLWK VZHHW ZUDSSHUV DQG GHEULV WKDW
OLWWHUHG WKH FRXUW (DFK JDPH VWDUWHG
ZLWK WKH SOD\HUV OLQHG XS DW HLWKHU
KRRSRIWKHFRXUWEHIRUHPHPEHUVRI
WKH RSSRVLQJ WHDP VSHG WRZDUG FHQ
WUHFRXUWFODVKLQJDQGRIWHQEUHDNLQJ
WKHLUPDOOHWVLQDFROOLVLRQRIVWHHODQG
UXEEHU
$OWKRXJK , ZDV SOD\LQJ , IRXQG
P\VHOIVWRSSLQJLQDPD]HPHQWDWWKH
VSHHG DQG GHOLFDF\ ZLWK ZKLFK WKH\
VKHSKHUGHGWKHEDOO(DFKSOD\HUKDG
GHFRUDWHG WKHLU VWHHG ZLWK D UDLQERZ
RI FRORXUHG ELNH SDUWV OLNH WKH ÁDJ

D ZHOOERQGHG JURXS RI SOD\HUV :H
MRNHGLQWHUPLWWHQWO\DERXWWKHVWUDQJH
VLJKWSDVVHUVE\ZRXOGVHHDJDQJRI
EHDUGHG PHQ KXGGOHG XQGHU D SOD\
JURXQG
%LNH MDUJRQ D IRUHLJQ ODQJXDJH WR
P\VHOI ZDV WRVVHG DURXQG D FRP
SXOVLYH H[SUHVVLRQ RI WKHLU VKDUHG
SDVVLRQ
7KH PRUH ZH VSRNH DERXW WKH VXE
MHFWLQ-RKQQ\·VPXVHXPRIELNHVWKH
PRUH,XQGHUVWRRGLW
,Q WKH EHJLQQLQJ LW ZDV D ELW RI
IXQIRUPHVVHQJHUVSOD\LQJRQ>À[HG
JHDU@ ELNHV LW ZDV VLOO\ \RX ZRXOG
IDOORYHUEXWLW·VZD\EHWWHUZKHQ\RX
JHW D JRRG SOD\ 7KDW·V ZK\ SHRSOH
EHJDQLPSURYLQJWKHLUELNHV6KRUWHU
IUDPHV EHWWHU EUHDNV >«@ WKHQ WKHUH
ZDVDELJVSOLW
-RKQQ\ H[SODLQHG WKH FKDQJH WKDW
KDV RFFXUUHG LQ WKH IRXU \HDUV WKH
JDPHKDVEHHQKHUHLQ'XEOLQ7KRVH
ZKRZDQWHGWRSOD\VHULRXVO\GLGVR
DGMXVWLQJ DQG IDVKLRQLQJ WKHLU RZQ
ELNHV LQWR ÀQHWXQHG %LNH 3ROR PD
FKLQHV 7KRVH ZKR GLG QRW VLPSO\
VWRSSHG SOD\LQJ ZKLFK H[SODLQV WKH
VPDOO QXPEHU RI SOD\HUV ZKR DUULYH
HDFKZHHN
7KDW·VQRWWRVD\KRZHYHUWKDWWKH
JDPH LWVHOI LV DV VHFUHWLYH RU DV XQ
NQRZQDVLWPD\KDYHDSSHDUHGWRPH
WKDW2FWREHUPRUQLQJ

T

FRORXUVRIMRXVWLQJNQLJKWV%HWZHHQ
WKH VSRNHV RI WKH ELNHV ZHUH SLHFHV
RI SDLQWHG FDUGERDUG WR VWRS WKH EDOO
IURPEUHDNLQJWKURXJK¶'XEOLQ%LNH
3ROR· KDG EHHQ SDLQWHG E\ *UHHQHU
RQWRKLVDV\PERORISULGH
0LGZD\WKURXJKWKHGD\LWKDGEH
JXQWRUDLQPDNLQJWKHFRXUWVOLSSHU\
DQG IRU D QRYLFH OLNH PH DV VDIH WR
SOD\RQDVDXQLF\FOHRQLFH$OOH[
FHSW -RKQQ\ UHWLUHG WR D FKLOGUHQ·V
SOD\JURXQG YDFDQW EHFDXVH RI WKH
ZHDWKHU
&URXFKHG EHQHDWK VOLGHV DQG FRXQ
FLODSSURYHG FDVWOHV , JRW WR NQRZ
WKH WHDP DQG FRXOG VHQVH WKH\ ZHUH

“

:KHQ\RX·UHDW
DWRXUQDPHQWLW·V
PRUHDERXWWKH
¶'XEOLQVFHQH·
LW·VDEHWWHU
EDQQHUWKDQ
,ULVK
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KH %LNH 3ROR ¶VFHQH· LQ 'XEOLQ
LV SDUW RI D JOREDO QHWZRUN RI
SOD\HUV)URPFRXQWULHVUDQJLQJIURP
)UDQFHWR-DSDQWKHJDPHLVSOD\HGLQ
DOPRVWHYHU\FLW\LQWKHZRUOG
*UHHQHUGHVFULEHGWKHLUUHFHQWWRXU
QDPHQW LQ /RQGRQ VD\LQJ :KHQ
\RX·UHDWDWRXUQDPHQW\RX·UHWU\LQJ
WRUHSUHVHQWWKH'XEOLQVFHQHVR\RX
ZDQW WR SOD\ VRPH JRRG SROR 7KH
WHDPV FRPH IURP GLIIHULQJ FRXQ
WULHV EXW LW·V PRUH DERXW WKH ¶'XEOLQ
VFHQH·LW·VDEHWWHUEDQQHUWKDQ,ULVK
-RKQQ\ LQWHUMHFWV :H KDYH DERXW
QLQH WR WHQ SOD\HUV /RQGRQ ZRXOG
ÀHOGDERXWWHDPV
,WVHHPHGHYLGHQWWKDWWKHELJJHUWKH
FLW\ WKH ELJJHU WKH ELNH FXOWXUH WKXV
WKHPRUHSHRSOHWKDWZDQWWRSOD\WKH
JDPH
:H·YHOHIWÁ\HUVLQELNHVKRSVDQG
SRVWHUVLQFROOHJHVVDLG*UHHQHU
%XWWKHQXPEHURIERGLHVDSSHDULQJ
HDFKPRUQLQJKDV\HWWRVRDU
3HRSOHZKRSOD\%LNH3RORWHQGWR
WUDYHO D ORW IRU ZKDWHYHU UHDVRQ KH
VDLG ,W·V WKH EHVW WKLQJ DERXW WRXU
QDPHQWVWKHVHQVHRIFRPPXQLW\:H
PHHWXSSOD\VRPHSRORDQGJHWDELW
URZG\
$OWKRXJK,KDGVLPSO\EHHQDWRXULVW
WKDWGD\VOLSSLQJDQGFUDVKLQJOLNHDQ
RYHUHQWKXVLDVWLFIRDO,KDGJRWWHQDQ
LQVLJKWLQWRDUDUHVXEVHFWRI'XEOLQ
OLIH
%LNH3RORLVDQLFKHZKHWKHURUQRW
WKHWHDPZRXOGOLNHWRDGPLWLWEXWLW
LV DQ LQFUHGLEO\ LQYLWLQJ DQG DFFRP
PRGDWLQJ RQH 7KH\ DVVXUH PH WKDW
HYHU\6DWXUGD\WKHUHLVDVSDUHPDOOHW
HYHQDVSDUHELNHIRUWKRVHZKRZLVK
WRGLYHLQWRWKHLUZRUOG
7KHLU JUHDW DUGRXU IRU WKH JDPH LV
LQIHFWLRXV DQG ZKHQ VLWXDWHG ZLWKLQ
LWVJOREDOFRQWH[WLWKDVDURPDQWLFDLU
DERXWLW7RWKLQNWKDWLQFLWLHVDFURVV
WKHZRUOGLQEDVNHWEDOOFRXUWVDQGYD
FDQWORWVSOD\HUVDUHVZHDWLQJFUDVK
LQJ DQG SLFNLQJ HDFK RWKHU XS SOD\
LQJZLWKIULHQGVDQGQHYHUIRUSD\D
SRSXODUFXOWXUHWKDWPRVWRIWKHZRUOG
GRHVQ·WNQRZH[LVWV

”    
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The consequences of prohibition in 1920s America, and a month off the beer in 2014

him to compose himself.
"Why don't talk we about this over
a beer?" I said, shepherding him towards O'Connell Street. My efforts
were resisted, needless to say.
I asked why, implying in jest that
the ‘other half’ was somehow responsible. It being January, the month
RI IDGIXHOOHG UHVROXWLRQV , ÀJXUHG
health was a motivational factor also.
I was wrong. Although recognising
WKH REYLRXV GLHWDU\ EHQHÀWV :LOO
claimed it was designed as a test of
will-power.
It was an admirable quest, but, considering the unavoidable link between
alcohol and student socialising, I
thought it one that would prove costly.

A

Dry  January,  wet  year
0RQWKRIIWKHVDXFH"$QDGPLUDEOHTXHVWEXWRQO\DÀHHWLQJEUHDN
for  the  liver  when  it  comes  to  Irish  students

CIARÁN
HYLAND

A

s we shifted hesitantly through
the Rotunda, past bulging women with anxiously pale companions
and bemused medical professionals,
William and I indulged in our typical
exam post-mortem.
Early exam fears had by now turned
to a lethargic acceptance. I must admit
WKDWLWLVRIWHQXQGHUWKHLQÁXHQFHRI

this apathy that my thirst for alcohol
soars.
My mother always didactically
warned me as a child that life's answers would never be found at the
bottom of a glass. Rather encouragingly, I tend to reach for the pint in
search of comfort and not self-actualisation.
If alcohol provided answers, I would
have consulted it during my exam.
"Fancy a pint?" I asked as we stood
outside. Such a question I considered
to be rhetorical in nature. It was one
of those iconic Irish questions that
did not warrant an answer, but rather

a nod or gesture towards the nearest
pub. My suggestion was met with
quite an uncharacteristic response.
"I'm off the beer for January," my
friend proclaimed, dejectedly.
It must be programmed into the Irish
collegiate psyche to react with abhorrence towards such a seemingly ridiculous statement.
My head retreated, my jaw dropped
and my stare tightened as I instantly
assumed that this particular friend
would, quite bluntly put, be an insufferable bore for the next four weeks.
I felt like slapping him in the face,
grabbing his shoulders and telling

OFRKRO LV ÀUPO\ LQJUDLQHG LQ
student life. Where would the
student social experience be if we all
followed William's example? I wondered.
For many, inhibitions and complexes are dissolved by its consumption,
giving birth to traits that would never
have been witnessed without it.
Phenomena such as the euphoric
Avicii head-shake, infectiously wide
smile, contagious wit and unstoppable honesty would never materialise
in its absence. Many of the perplexing and interesting characters that
help enliven our college life story
are borne out of alcohol consumption
also.
There's the normally composed girl.
She hunches over in a semi-conscious
state, staring lovingly droopy-eyed
into your face with only a few seemingly unmovable strands of hair separating the two of you. Then there's
that once vertical and strapping lad;
he parades his limp drunken bicep
around your shoulder space as if the
previous months of painstaking effort
to achieve muscular stiffness were in
vain.
These are all the unique qualities of

Quick  Guide:  Superfoods

the alcohol-fuelled student socialising that, rightly or wrongly, we endorse and revel in. It's hard to imagine
a night out without them. I can see a
month of Mi-Wadi and Monopoly if
we all followed my friend's example.

A

bstaining from drinking is
a bold and brave move for
my friend. He risks being socially
shunned for the month. Indeed, that
may be through his own choice, looking to dodge both ‘beer pressure’ and
temptation by simply avoiding social
situations.
7KHUHDUHVRPHEHQHÀWVWRKLVWHP
porary exodus though, aside from
the obvious regarding health. I guess
he will enjoy a period of heightened
photo-genesis wherein pictures no
longer depict beer-stained clothes,
GHÁDWHGIDFLDOPXVFOHDQGH[FHVVLYH
ly reddened skin. There will be no
hangovers or embarrassing stories to
remember (or at least attempt to partially recollect).
Now nearing the end of his period
of abstinence, I can see the tortuous
thirst in my friend’s eyes. I often tease
him, half-suggesting we go for a pint
before stopping myself from actually saying it aloud. He clenches his
ÀVWVDQGSDLQIXOO\VZDOORZVWKHUDJH
which would have been violently expressed on my face if it weren't for
our friendship.
I wonder if many students undertake such a challenge, and if so, how
successful they are at maintaining it.
,IRURQHEHOLHYHWKHEHQHÀWVRIVXFK
DTXHVWDUHÁHHWLQJDQGQRWZRUWKWKH
LQÁLFWHG SDLQ DQG IUXVWUDWLRQ &RPH
the 1st of February, Dry January will
VORZO\ EHJLQ WR IDGH LQWR LQVLJQLÀ
cance. You'll forget why you even
bothered with such an undertaking,
fondly looking forward to the next
eleven months. Pint in hand, you'll
begin slowly reawakening the part of
your liver that curses your social life
with every gulp.

Anne-Marie Donelan

Green  Tea

7KHKXPEOHHJJ

Spinach

3URELRWLF\RJXUW

Lean  meat

Not only is it an excellent alternative
to regular tea or coffee which is high
in caffeine, it also comes in a variety
RIÁDYRXUVDQGLWVEHQHÀWVLQFOXGH
prevention of tooth decay, fat burning,
improved brain functioning and even
reducing the risk of developing cancer.

Cheap, easy to prepare in a variety
of ways, and just over 155 calories
in a boiled egg. Packed not just with
protein but also vitamin A, potassium
and many B vitamins including folic
acid. Try replacing sugary cereals for
breakfast with an oval goody.

Low in calories, high energy and
ORDGHGZLWKYLWDPLQVDQGÁDYRQRLGV
which act as anti oxidants, this
vegetable an amazing addition to the
diet of anyone attempting to de-tox
themselves after a heavy Christmas
of booze and treats.

An excellent addition to your diet
when attempting to recover and
restore the shape you were in prior
to the festive indulgence. It aids
the digestive system, builds up the
LPPXQHV\VWHPDQGELÀGREDFWHULXP
can help with weight loss.

As opposed to fatty meat which,
although containing protein, is also
full of cholesterol and saturated fat.
As well as building muscle mass,
lean meats like skin-less poultry
and round steak can improve and
maintain the shine in hair and nails.
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Five  Snapchats  you've  
GH¿QLWHO\VHQWRU
UHFHLYHG
Hannah Popham
LIFESTYLE EDITOR

Next time someone scoffs at your
ÁDZOHVVFROOHJHSURMHFWLGHDUHPHP
EHU WKLV ZKHQ 6QDSFKDW PDGH LWV
JUDQGGHEXWLQDXQLYHUVLW\FODVVURRP
LQ&DOLIRUQLDOHVVWKDQWKUHH\HDUVDJR
IRU D ÀQDO \HDU SURMHFW LWV FUHDWRUV·
FODVVPDWHVODXJKHGDWWKHLGHDRILP
SHUPDQHQWSKRWRVHYHUWDNLQJKROG
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/DVW \HDU )DFHERRN DQG *RRJOH
FRPSHWHG XQVXFFHVVIXOO\ WR EX\ WKH
FRPSDQ\IRUDQGELOOLRQUHVSHF
WLYHO\ EHIRUH WKH FRPSDQ\ GHFODUHG
WKDWWKH\FRXOGQRWEHERXJKW,QIDFW
UXPRXUKDVLWWKDW&(2RI)DFHERRN
0DUN=XFNHUEHUJDFWXDOO\VHQWRQHRI
6QDSFKDW·VFUHDWRUV$GDP6SLHJHOWKH
VQDSEHORZ
+RZHYHU ODVW PRQWK WKH FRPSD
Q\ KDSSLO\ DFFHSWHG  PLOOLRQ LQ
IXQGLQJ IURP &RDWXH 0DQDJHPHQW



The How Did My Pet Get Hold of My
Phone Snap
7KHUHLVOLWWOHRXWWKHUHRQWKH,QWHUQHW
WKDWLVIXQQLHUWKDQDZHOOWDNHQDQLPDO
VHOÀH$IWHUWKHLQHYLWDEOHDWWHPSWVDW
JHWWLQJWKHSHUIHFWVKRWZLWK\RXUÁXII\
ORYHGRQHDOO\RXFDQGRLVVLWEDFNDQG
GUHDPRIWKHGD\ZKHQ\RXUSLWEXOO0U
:RUOGZLGHZLOOJHWKLVRZQ,QVWDJUDP

The Busy Working Hard Snap

2

7KHUH DUH VRPHWLPHV GD\V LQ HYHU\
MREZKHUHWKHUHLVDYHU\UHDOSRVVLELOLW\
WKDWWKHWLPHZLOOQHYHUFRPHIRU\RXWR
VKXWRII\RXUFRPSXWHUSDFNXSWKHWLOO
RUFOHDQGRZQWKHFRIIHHPDFKLQHVDQG
DFWXDOO\ OHDYH )RU WKHVH GD\V WKHUH LV
QRWKLQJOLNHWKHDGUHQDOLQHUXVKRIJHW
WLQJDZD\ZLWKD6QDSULJKWXQGHU\RXU
ERVV·QRVH

The What Am I Doing With
My Life Snap

The Public Transport Snap
$VD6QDSFKDWYLUJLQ,RQFH
ODXJKHGDWDJLUOTXLWHREYLRXV
O\WDNLQJ6QDSFKDWVHOÀHVRQD
SDFNHGWUDLQ%XWQRZWKDWP\
DGGLFWLRQKDVUHDOO\WDNHQKROG
WKH\WDNHXSDJRRGSHUFHQW
RIP\VHQWLWHPV,WLVHVVHQWLDO
WKDWWKHVH6QDSVLQFOXGHKHDG
SKRQHV D VKRFNHG H[SUHVVLRQ
DQG KDYH WKDW WDNHQIURPP\
ODSDQGWKXVFRPSOHWHO\XQ
ÁDWWHULQJ ZDWHUPDUN ZH DOO
NQRZVRZHOO

:KRLVODXJKLQJQRZ6WDQIRUG&ODVV
RI",QH[SOLFDEO\WKHDSSWKDWDO
ORZVXVWRWDNHPRPHQWDU\JOLPSVHV
RI RXU OLYHV WKDW ODVW IRU D PD[LPXP
RIWHQVHFRQGVLVLQFUHGLEO\DGGLFWLYH
:KHWKHU LW·V IRU VKRZFDVLQJ \RXU
FKLFNHQ ÀOOHW UROOV RU LQGHHG \RXU
FKLFNHQ ÀOOHWV LI WKDW·V \RXU VW\OH 
6QDSFKDW KDV TXLFNO\ EHFRPH DQ LQ
VWLWXWLRQ LQ LWVHOI DPRQJVW ,ULVK VWX
GHQWV+HUHDUHWHQHVVHQWLDOVQDSVZH
DUHDOOJXLOW\RI
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+DYH\RXHYHUEHHQVRERUHG
DQG WU\LQJ VR KDUG QRW WR GR
FROOHJH ZRUN WKDW \RX KDYH
WKRXJKW LW D JUHDW LGHD DQG
QRW SRWHQWLDOO\ RIIHQVLYH WR
VHHZKDW\RX·GORRNOLNHZLWK
EULJKW UHG OLSVD EHDUGD WXU
EDQ" 7KLV JLUO KDV )ROORZHG
E\VHOIORDWKLQJDQGWKHUHDO
LVDWLRQWKDW\RX·OOEHOXFN\LI
DQ\RQH HYHU HPSOR\V \RX WR
GR DQ\WKLQJ PRUH LPSRUWDQW
WKDQPDNLQJVDQGZLFKHV

The Unsolicited Naked Snap
1R DUWLFOH DERXW 6QDSFKDW
ZRXOG EH WUXO\ UHÁHFWLYH
ZLWKRXW D TXLFN PHQWLRQ RI
WKH KXQGUHGV RI QDNHG VQDSV
VHQW EHWZHHQ XVHUV DOO RYHU
WKHZRUOG8VXDOO\VHWWRRQO\
RQHVHFRQG\RX·UHQRWHQWLUH
O\VXUHRIZKDW\RXHYHQVDZ
EXW\RX·UHSUHWW\SRVLWLYHWKDW
LWZDVQ·WUHPRWHO\VH[\3OXV
ZDVWKDWDFULVSSDFNHW"

Homophobia:  an  ugly  scar  on  the  beautiful  game
COLIN
LAYDE

)

RUPHU $VWRQ 9LOOD DQG (YHUWRQ
PLGÀHOGHU 7KRPDV +LW]OVSHUJHU
UHFHQWO\EHFDPHWKHPRVWKLJKSURÀOH
IRRWEDOOHUWRFRPHRXW
+LW]HOEHUJHUZKRUHWLUHGDWWKHHQG
RI ODVW VHDVRQ PDGH WKH DQQRXQFH
PHQW HDUOLHU WKLV PRQWK LQ DQ LQWHU
YLHZ ZLWK *HUPDQ QHZVSDSHU 'LH
=HLW 7KH PLGÀHOGHU ZDV FDSSHG 
WLPHVE\*HUPDQ\SOD\LQJLQD(XUR
SHDQ&KDPSLRQVKLSVDQG:RUOG&XS
LQ DGGLWLRQ WR OLIWLQJ WKH %XQGHVOLJD
ZLWK6WXWWJDUW
+H GHFLGHG WR UHYHDO KLV VH[XDOL
W\ LQ DQ HIIRUW ´WR IXUWKHU WKH GHEDWH
DERXW KRPRVH[XDOLW\ DPRQJVW VSRUWV
SURIHVVLRQDOVµ )ROORZLQJ WKH SXEOL
FDWLRQ RI WKH LQWHUYLHZ +LW]OVSHUJHU
UHFHLYHG PHVVDJHV RI VXSSRUW IURP
WKURXJKRXWWKH%ULWLVKJDPH
,Q-XVWLQ)DVKDQXEHFDPHWKH
ÀUVWRSHQO\JD\SOD\HULQ%ULWLVKIRRW
EDOO)DVKDQXZDVQRWDIIRUGHGDQ\RI
WKH VDPH XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RU VXSSRUW
UHFHLYLQJDEXVHIURPERWKWKHWHUUDF

HVDQGKLVIHOORZSURIHVVLRQDOV
)DVKDQX·V RZQ EURWKHU DQG IRUPHU
:LPEOHGRQ VWULNHU -RQ SXEOLFO\ GLV
RZQHG-XVWLQGHVFULELQJKLV\RXQJHU
EURWKHUDVDQ´RXWFDVWµ
:KHQ KLV PDQDJHU DW 1RWWLQJKDP
)RUHVW %ULDQ &ORXJK EHFDPH DZDUH
RIWKHSOD\HU·VVH[XDOLW\KHZDVPDGH
WUDLQDORQHDZD\IURPKLVWHDPPDWHV
DQG WROG WR VWRS IUHTXHQWLQJ ´EORRG\
SRRIVFOXEVµ
2Q WKH PRUQLQJ RI 0D\ UG 
-XVWLQ )DVKDQX ZDV IRXQG KDQJLQJ LQ
DJDUDJHLQ/RQGRQKHZDV\HDUV
ROG'XULQJWKHLQTXHVWLQWRKLVGHDWK
WKHFRURQHUUXOHGWKDWWKHSUHMXGLFH-XV
WLQKDGHQGXUHGZDVOLNHO\DFRQWULEXW
LQJIDFWRULQKLVVXLFLGH)DVKDQX·VIDWH
SHUVXDGHGJD\SOD\HUVWKDWIROORZHGWR
NHHSWKHLUVH[XDOLW\KLGGHQ
7KHPDFKRDQGDQWLLQWHOOHFWXDOFXO
WXUH WKDW SHUPHDWHV WKH %ULWLVK JDPH
KDYH EHHQ KLJKOLJKWHG DV D IDFWRU LQ
IRRWEDOO·V LQWROHUDQFH WRZDUG KRPR
VH[XDOLW\ )RUPHU (QJODQG OHIWEDFN
*UDHPH/H6DX[ZKRLVPDUULHGZLWK
FKLOGUHQEHFDPHWKHWDUJHWRIKRPR
SKRELFDEXVHIRUIDLOLQJWRFRQIRUPWR
WKHIRRWEDOOHUVWHUHRW\SH
´%HFDXVH , KDG GLIIHUHQW LQWHUHVWV
EHFDXVH , GLGQ·W IHHO FRPIRUWDEOH LQ
WKHODGGLVKGULQNLQJFXOWXUHWKDWZDV

Brian Clough and Robbie Fowler, guilty of overt homophobia in previous years

SUHYDOHQW LQ (QJOLVK IRRWEDOO LW ZDV
JHQHUDOO\DVVXPHGE\P\WHDPPDWHV
WKDWWKHUHZDVVRPHWKLQJZURQJZLWK
PH,WIROORZHGQDWXUDOO\WKDW,PXVW
EHJD\µ
,WLVKDUGWRLPDJLQHDQ\RWKHUSUR
IHVVLRQLQZKLFKUHDGLQJWKH*XDUGLDQ
DQG DWWHQGLQJ XQLYHUVLW\ DUH VHHQ DV
LQGLFDWLYHRIKRPRVH[XDOLW\
/H 6DX[ ZDV VXEMHFWHG WR
KRPRSKRELF WDXQWV IURP IDQV DQG
RSSRQHQWV LQFOXGLQJ LQIDPRXVO\
E\ IRUPHU /LYHUSRRO VWULNHU 5REELH
)RZOHUGXULQJDJDPH
'XULQJ WKH PDWFK EHWZHHQ &KHOVHD
DQG /LYHUSRRO )RZOHU UHSHDWHGO\
EHQW RYHU DQG SRLQWHG KLV EDFNVLGH
WRZDUG /H 6DX[ 7KH IRUPHU (QJ
ODQG LQWHUQDWLRQDO KDV VXEVHTXHQWO\

It is hard to imagine
any other profession
in which reading
the Guardian and
attending university
are seen as indicative
of homosexuality
DGPLWWHGWKDWWKHDEXVHDOPRVWIRUFHG
KLPWRZDONDZD\IURPWKHJDPH´,
GUHDGHGJRLQJLQWRWUDLQLQJ,ZDVOLNH
DEXOOLHGNLGRQKLVZD\WRVFKRROWR

IDFHKLVWRUPHQWRUVµ
7KDQNIXOO\WKHUHDUHVLJQVWKDWDWWL
WXGHV DUH EHJLQQLQJ WR FKDQJH ZLWK
DQHZJHQHUDWLRQRIPRUHWKRXJKWIXO
DQG FRQVFLHQWLRXV IRRWEDOOHUV HPHUJ
LQJ 3URPLQHQW SOD\HUV LQFOXGLQJ
(YHUWRQ·V 3KLO -DJLHOND DQG 4XHHQV
3DUN 5DQJHUV· -RH\ %DUWRQ UHFHQWO\
ZRUHUDLQERZODFHVDVSDUWRIDFDP
SDLJQWRKLJKOLJKWWKHSUREOHPDVGLG
*DU\ /LQHNHU ZKLOH SUHVHQWLQJ WKH
%%&·V ÁDJVKLS IRRWEDOO VKRZ 0DWFK
RIWKH'D\
7KH UDLQERZ ODFHV DUH SDUW RI WKH
¶5LJKW %HKLQG *D\ IRRWEDOOHUV· FDP
SDLJQ ZKLFK KDV UHFHLYHG VXSSRUW
IURPJD\ULJKWVJURXS6WRQHZDOODQG
,ULVK ERRNPDNHU 3DGG\ 3RZHU 7KH
LUUHYHUHQW WLWOH KRSHV WR SRNH IXQ DW
ZKDWLVDVHULRXVLVVXH
7KH VWULGHV PDGH WR WDFNOH KRPR
SKRELDLQZLGHUVRFLHW\KDYHQRWEHHQ
UHSOLFDWHGZLWKLQWKHGUHVVLQJURRPRU
RQ WKH WHUUDFHV ,W LV QRW DQ DFFLGHQW
+LW]OVSHUJHUFKRVHWRZDLWXQWLOKLVUH
WLUHPHQWEHIRUHUHYHDOLQJKLVVH[XDOLW\
,ZDVQHYHUDVKDPHGRIEHLQJZKR,
DPEXWLWZDVQRWDOZD\VHDV\WRVLWRQ
DWDEOHZLWK\RXQJPHQDQGOLVWHQWR
MRNHVDERXWJD\V<RXOHWWKHPJHWRQ
ZLWKLWDVORQJDVWKHMRNHVDUHVRPH
ZKDWIXQQ\DQGQRWWRRLQVXOWLQJµ
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OT  Diary:  Week  One
DIT's  Operation  
Transformation E

RACHAEL
O'BRIEN

Rachael O'Brien
DIT own Operation Transformation
has been launched for students and
staff this year. Participants registered
for the programme in early January
and are well on their way to changing
their lives.
Four DIT service experts from the
Sport and Recreation Centre, the
Health Centre, the Counselling service and the Dietetics service have
put together a package for each participant.
Every week there is a weigh-in to

mark progress in the programme,
and they advise each person to pick
a leader from the Operation Transformation programme to follow.
Each participant also meets with
the dietician Catherine Shortall who
advises you what foods are right and
which foods you should avoid.
The DIT Fit2Go gym has also offered participants discounted rates
in order to allow them to exercise
properly. They will be meeting every
Tuesday and Thursday at lunch time
for light training sessions with Herbie, which usually involves walks
around Stephen’s Green.

very year, when Operation
Transformation airs on RTÉ, I
try to cut out junk food and become a
healthier person.
But every year, within a few weeks
I’m back eating chocolate and
UHO\LQJRQFDQVRIÀ]]\GULQNVWRJHW
me through a day. But this year it’s
different. I have joined the DIT Operation Transformation group to try
and lose weight and have a healthier
lifestyle.
When I told people I was taking
part in this programme, they thought
I was crazy. The most common
reaction I got was ‘you’re not fat.’ I
know I’m not overweight but I am
in no way happy with how I look. I
dread buying new clothes because
every time I try something on, I either think I look big in it, or it won’t

ÀWPH
,XVHGWREHÀQHZLWKP\ZHLJKW
as I was averaging between nine
and ten stone. Now I am averaging
between 10 and eleven stone, something which is still perfectly
healthy for my height and age.
But I’m not happy.
Last year a lot happened
in my life, between
getting sick, failing
exams and someone in my life
who was there
whenever I
needed them,
not being there
anymore. To
get me through
a horrible year
I would turn
to food. I could
be on the laptop
watching a DVD and
manage to eat a massive
bar of chocolate and still feel
hungry. There would be times when

I wasn’t even hungry but because
I was passing a McDonalds or a
Butler’s café I would have to buy
something. Most of the time it was
out of pure boredom but my
weight wasn’t the only thing
that it affected.
Money became tighter as
I was splurging out on
food I didn’t need or
want. I have chosen
to follow Sarah
Campbell with
my exercise
plan. This year
I turn 21 and
I want to be
FRQÀGHQWLQ
who I am by
then. For the
latter half of last
year, I felt I was
lost most of the
time. I didn’t know
who I was. But through
this programme I do hope to
become me again.

The  infectious  spread  of  home  STI  tests
HANNAH
POPHAM

LIFESTYLE EDITOR

Last year, a survey by Aviva Health
Insurance found that a shocking 70
percent of people in Ireland have
never been tested for a sexually
transmitted infection.
Add this worrying statistic to those
who were. 12,000 people were diagnosed with an STI last year and it
is suddenly worth considering why
these numbers who remain untested
are so high.
When The Edition investigated STI
testing amongst students last semes-

ter, it found reports of considerable
stigma experienced by students not
only with peers but also with members of the medical community.
It has now been six months since
the Irish Family Planning Association collaborated with Lloyd’s
Online Doctor to offer patients a
postal STI test at a cost of €50, or a
more advanced version for €75. As
tests can cost up to €125 with most
GPs, this was a step toward offering
affordable testing for anyone who
lives in a rural area, does not have
time to take off work or who simply
is not a fan of doctors or hospitals.
The results from the test, which
involves sending a urine sample or a
vaginal swab to their labs, are then
sent on by email. Unfortunately, the

Your test does not
FRPHEDFNÁDZOHVV
DQGLWLVXQFOHDU
KRZ\RXZLOOJHWD
prescription for its
QHFHVVDU\UHPHG\

€50 pack only offered testing against
chlamydia and gonorrhoea, two of
the more common infections, with
the €75 test including HIV.
However, another company called
&RQÀGDQWHDUHQRZRIIHULQJKRPH
STI tests which test for ten sexually
transmitted infections costing £85, a

price tag that may not be particularly
competitive for students.
Neither of the kits address the
problem that if your test does not
FRPHEDFNÁDZOHVVLWLVXQFOHDUKRZ
you will get a prescription for its
necessary remedy.
This may, in fact, not be the only
problem associated with these home
testing kits. A study published in
2006 in the Journal of Sexually
7UDQVPLWWHG,QIHFWLRQVÁDJJHGWKDW
these tests may not be as accurate as
tests using samples taken by doctors.
Rosanna Peeling from the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine warned: "This trend in STI
testing and the lack of regulatory control should raise considerable concern
over the potential for false-positive or

false-negative results."
Although the increase and access
to availability of STI screening can
RQO\EHEHQHÀFLDOZKHQFRPSDUHGWR
the high proportion of sexually active
people in Ireland who have never
been tested, they may also need to be
used with caution.
As the STI testing offered in DIT
comes at a far lower price of €20
and covers all STIs rather than a
select two or three, it may just be
worth a few awkward minutes spent
with the doctor.
Although pizza takeaways, movies
and clothes shopping have all translated wonderfully online, it seems
that STI screening is something that
maybe we should stick to doing
RIÁLQH
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FILM
Flickr

Bruce  Springsteen
High  Hopes
Gavin Lacey

The  Wolf  of  Wall  Street    Director:  Martin  Scorsese
Liam Kennedy
STAFF WRITER

Grade: A-

Martin Scorsese’s Oscar contender
The Wolf of Wall Street is an entertainLQJDQGPHPRUDEOHÀOPEXWLWLVQRW
ZLWKRXWVRPHREYLRXVÁDZV
Scorsese’s multi-Oscar nominated
black comedy tells the controversial real-life story of Jordan Belfort
(played by Leonardo DiCaprio), a
New York stock broker who made
millions illegally in the stock market
while living a life of excess at the
same time.
With The Wolf of Wall Street,
71-year-old Scorsese proves that
he is still capable of producing exciting and unpredictable films. Under his direction and thanks to the
script by Terence Winter (Boardwalk Empire), the film is funny and
energetic.
However, it is also controversial and
too often over-the-top. Many people
will be immediately put off by the
amount of scenes involving sex and

drug-taking, and others will disagree
VWURQJO\ ZLWK WKH PHVVDJH WKH ÀOP
gives out from an ethical standpoint
about the real-life events that inspired
it.
The Wolf of Wall Street owes much
of its success to a reliably strong central performance from Leonardo DiCaprio. Earning his fourth Academy
Award acting nomination in the process, DiCaprio is charismatic and entertaining and demands the attention
of the viewers amid all the exuberant
scenes of chaos and celebration.
The talented actor also brings an undeniable sense of likability to a character with questionable motives and a
distorted moral values.
7KH ÀOP EHQHÀWV IURP D EULOOLDQW
collective cast including Jonah Hill
and Margot Robbie. Hill in particular
impresses, using his comic ability to
great effect and giving a surprisingly
charismatic performance.

One of the main problems with The
Wolf of Wall Street is its length. At
three hours long, Scorsese’s picture
is longer than it needs to be and at
times struggles to hold the audience’s
interest despite DiCaprio’s obvious
appeal.
As well as this, the movie seems
XQHYHQ 7KH ÀUVW KDOI LV FKDRWLF DQG
exciting, but offers little plot development. While the second half does
move the story along, it lacks the excitement of some earlier scenes.
7KHÀOPIRFXVHVRQWKHPDLQFKDU
acter’s extravagant lifestyle more
than his work with the stock market,
and this allows Scorsese to include
many humorous scenes and amusing
moments.
$OVR DXGLHQFHV PD\ ÀQG WKH
ÀOP·V WRQH UHIUHVKLQJ DV LW LV PDLQO\
light-hearted. The movie’s middle
scenes especially are like a celebration of everything excess.

A-

Bruce Springsteen is no stranger to
,ULVK HDUV $IWHU SOD\LQJ ÀYH GDWHV
on the Emerald Isle last summer, he
is back with his eighteenth studio
album. Enlisting help from Rage
Against the Machine’s Tom MorelOR WKLV LV 6SULQJVWHHQ V ÀUVW DOEXP
of covers, out-takes and re-recorded
YHUVLRQVRIVRQJVWKDWKDYHQRWÀWWHG
in on previous albums.
High Hopes kicks off with a cover
of the Tim Scott McConnell track of
the same name. Blissfully introducing itself with hacking guitar strums,
entrancing drums and Bruce’s never-aging voice, High Hopes deceptively breaks down into an almighty
groove. A slithering bass line wraps
itself around boastful horns, only to
be rudely interrupted by Morello’s
brilliant guitar work; it's Bruce’s best
single since 2007’s 'Radio Nowhere'.
The album dips in and out of different Springsteen eras. ‘Harry’s Place’ is
a post 9/11 recognition of the dangerous underbelly of American life that
still exists and ‘Just Like Fire Would’
could be slotted seamlessly between
‘No Surrender’ and ‘Bobby Jean’ on
1984’s classic Born to in the USA.
The album's strongest moments are
the already well-known tracks from
the Springsteen canon. ‘The Ghost of

Tom Joad’ is plucked from its mesmerising quiet folk beginnings and is
injected with palpitating drums, powerful vocals and penetrating guitars
that hauntingly slide back and forth,
just like the ghost of old Tom Joad
himself – the track is transformed
from a mouse to a monster.
‘American Skin (41 Shots)’ is a
stand-out and, unfortunately, as relevant today as it was when it was
ÀUVWSOD\HGLQWKH\HDU6SULQJ
steen’s warning that ‘you get killed
just for living in your American skin’
is a tragic reminder that race hate and
race crimes are as alive and well in
America as they ever were. Springsteen’s performance of the track live
LQ.LONHQQ\ODVWVXPPHULQPHPRU\
of the late Trayvon Martin, was another reminder of this harrowing fact.
Springsteen closes the album with a
gorgeous cover of Suicide’s ‘Dream
Baby Dream’, which reminds us The
Boss still has the same enthusiasm and
desire for making music that prompted Jon Landau to dub him 'the future
of rock n’ roll' exactly 40 years ago.
Can Bruce Springsteen continue
making vital music that is as rocking
as it is socially aware, even though he’s
been doing it since the early seventies?
With this album, I’ve got high hopes.

TELEVSISION
The  Walking  Dead
Season  Four,  Part  Two
Jack O'Higgins
STAFF WRITER

D

Inside  Llewyn  Davis
Directors:  Ethan  &  Joel  Coen

Inside Llewyn Davis tells the intriguing
story of a self-indulgent, egocentric,
struggling musician, who just can't
seem to catch a break. But the Coen
Brothers’ depiction of the 1960s folk
music scene runs far deeper than one
pathetic musician, and the world they
FUHDWH LQ WKH ÀOP LV D GUHDU\ NLQG RI
beautiful, that is absolutely immersive.
Inside Llewyn Davis is unlike any
RIWKH&RHQ%URWKHUV·SUHYLRXVÀOPV
– it’s not quite as quirky as The Big
Lebowski, and not as straight-forward
as True Grit LW ÀQGV LWVHOI LQ D QHZ
area of storytelling that is likely to divide audiences.
Very little really happens through-

Stuart Comerford

Grade: B

RXWWKHÀOPWKHUHLVQ WYHU\PXFKDW
tention given to plot, the genius of the
ÀOPOLHVLQWKHVWRU\DQGWKHFKDUDFWHU
development – creating some very
believably human characters, with
some truly real moments throughout
WKHÀOP
A great supporting cast consisting of
Carey Mulligan, Justin Timberlake,
and John Goodman, help Oscar Isaac
bring to life Llewyn Davis in a soulful, lovable way that’s easy to identify
with in at least one respect.
Simple and unobtrusive cinematography coupled with a beautiful
FRQVLVWHQW WRQH WKURXJKRXW WKH ÀOP
makes Inside Llewyn Davis very vis-

ually appealing. However, the most
UHGHHPLQJTXDOLW\RIWKHÀOPLVE\IDU
the fantastic soundtrack – featuring
many live sessions throughout, espeFLDOO\RQHVRQJ 3OHDVH0U.HQQHG\ 
which could very well be one of the
year’s most fun and enjoyable performances. However, this is far from
being a musical – think of it as more
of a dreary comedy with a fantastic
soundtrack; and a cat.
Utterly captivating and an incredibly unique portrait of a man and his
pursuit of a career in music, but if
you’re not entirely sold by the trailer:
SURFHHGZLWKFDXWLRQDVLW·VQRWDÀOP
for everyone.

The Walking Dead, which returns on
the 9th of February after a mid-season break, may have become the
most meta show of all time. Like
the victim of a zombie plague, the
show is a shambling mess. Plot lines
have extended beyond their natural
lifespan, becoming an ungodly shell
of their original selves. Why The
Governor’s arc was stretched for an
additional seven episodes is anyone’s
guess, though Internet rumblings
have suggested that AMC insisted
the show stay Prison-centric in order to keep the budget low. After
WKH WHGLRXV ÀOOHU WKDW ZDV WKH .LOOHU
Flu epidemic and The Governor’s
mind-numbingly dull attempt at redemption, this seems like the most
reasonable theory.
Continuing the meta-madness,
the characters also display the intelligence of your average zombie;
lemmings have a better sense of
self-preservation than these morons. The Walking Dead is the kind

of show where a group can survive a
zombie apocalypse for months without realizing the need to shoot them
in the head. Does Dawn Of The Dead
just not exist in TWD’s universe?
6LPLODUO\ LQ WKH .LOOHU )OX DUF SR
tentially infected individuals are allowed to wander around the prison
until they show symptoms, in which
case they’re leisurely escorted to a
quarantine block. Because, ya know,
you don’t wanna be too careful when
facing a highly infectious illness. Moments like these are less an attempt
to depict our human infallibility and
more a desperate ploy to manufacture
cheap drama through idiotic, irrational behaviour.
Sadly, interpreting Season Four as a
&KDUOLH .DXIPDQHVTXH PHWDPLQG
fuck is the most generous interpretation one could afford it, yet all is not
ORVWWKHPLGVHDVRQÀQDOHZDVWKULOO
ing and the new status quo is intriguing. Free of the prison, the show may
on the verge of a comeback.
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Who  will  go  home  with  Oscar?

DOCUMENTARIES
FOR A LAZY SUNDAY
Joseph Conroy
CULTURE EDITOR

Liam Kennedy
STAFF WRITER

The 2014 Oscar nominees were announced a few weeks ago and they
are as predictable as ever. Very few
surprises were thrown up with the announcement, and all the big contenders dominate the list as expected.
It seems like the Academy have
done the easy thing and given nominations to all the big names and
the movies surrounded by the most
hype, while at the same time ignoring
smaller movies with limited budgets
and publicity.
David O Russell’s American Hustle
and Alfonso Cuaron’s Gravity lead
the way with an impressive 10 nominations each. Meanwhile, Steve McQueen’s 12 Years a Slave is slightly
behind earning a still very respectable
total of nine nominations.
It seems like the Best Picture award
will go to one of these three, but other strong contenders include Captain
Phillips, Dallas Buyers Club and
The Wolf of Wall Street. Many people are delighted to see The Wolf of
Wall Street has been recognised as the
Academy can sometimes shy away
IURPUHZDUGLQJFRQWURYHUVLDOÀOPV
Some of the most sought after Academy Awards will be from the Best actor and actress categories. Matthew
McConaughey (Dallas Buyers Club)
and Leonardo DiCaprio (The Wolf of
Wall Street) will be the favourites to
win best actor after already picking
up Golden Globes (Best Actor in a
Drama, and Best Actor in a Comedy
or Musical) for their respective performances.
This represents DiCaprio’s fourth

This  is  What  Winning  
Looks  Like

nomination for the award, while Mc&RQDXJKH\LVQRPLQDWHGIRUWKHÀUVW
time.
They will have to beat Chiwetel Ejiofar (12 Years a Slave) if they want
to walk away with the gold statuette,
while Christian Bale (American Hustle) and Bruce Dern (Nebraska) also
provide strong competition.
Cate Blanchett seems an absolute
certainty to take the Best Actress
prize for her role in Woody Allen’s
Blue Jasmine. However, Meryl Streep
(August: Osage County) may prove a
threat as she tries to win for a joint
record fourth time from an incredible
18 nominations.
Amy Adams (American Hustle),
Judi Dench (Philomena) and Sandra
Bullock (Gravity) make up the rest of
the contenders.

Chiwetel Ejiofor and Michael
Fassbender in 12 Years a
Slave, directed by Steve
McQueen and nominated for
nine academy awards.

Jennifer Lawrence looks likely to
win in the Best Supporting Actress
category a year after being chosen
as Best Actress for her role in Silver
Linings Playbook. Her main competition at this year’s ceremony will be 12
Years a Slave’s Lupita Nyong’o.
Meanwhile, Michael Fassbender
will be one of the favourites for the
male equivalent award for his role in
WKH VDPH ÀOP Dallas Buyers Club’s
Jared Leto could also win the award
after he was awarded the Golden
Globe for Best Supporting Actor ear-

lier this month.
A lot of people have been left angry
by some of the major exclusions from
this year’s ceremony. There are many
notable absentees who failed to pick
up nominations.
Lee Daniels’ The Butler and its star
Forest Whitaker would have been expecting a stronger presence at the ceremony when it was released to critical acclaim several months ago. Tom
Hanks is also without a nomination
despite receiving positive reviews for
his performances in Captain Phillips
and Saving Mr. Banks.
Many were disappointed that Robert Redford didn’t earn a Best Actor
nomination for his work in All is Lost.
The Coen brothers’ Inside Llewyn
Davis was also nominated for fewer
awards than expected.

This  is  no  'McConaisance'  –  Matthew's  always  been  great
EOGHAN
MCNEILL
Primary school, 4th and 5th class.
Those were my ‘lost years’, apparently. Report-cards and parent teacher
meetings followed a similar script: I
wasn’t testing myself, I was getting
complacent and my work was becoming one-dimensional and unvaried.
Apparently, I wrote essentially the
same story for every 5th class English
assignment. It was a great story
though. It involved going to a see a
match at Old Trafford, then being
asked to play for United, scoring a
goal, then winning a penalty, then…
I wake up, it was all a dream! The
dream bit gives it a bit of believability, you see.
Same story or not, I knew what I was
doing. I may not have been challenging myself but Jesus, I enjoyed writing

about Manchester United. I was sure
teachers correcting them enjoyed the
drama: “Oh my God! Eoghan just
went to see a football match, now he’s
playing for Man. United here!”, and
always respected the dream-twist at
the end. They didn’t.
Regardless of the reception to my
ZRUN,NQHZ,ZDVÀWIRUZKDWHYHU
6th class would bring. I stopped writing about United, and took on more
VHULRXVVWRULHV0\FRQÀUPDWLRQZDV
a critical and commercial success.
They said I was “reborn”. My parents
– though happy with the turnaround
– maintained they always knew I was
great.
I’m being told Matthew McConaughey’s nomination for a Best Actor
Oscar is the latest evidence of his
‘rebirth’. I’m being told we’re living
through the ‘McConaisance’ – an era
that started with McConaughey’s performance in The Lincoln Lawyer, and
takes in his roles in Mud, Killer Joe,
Magic Mike, and now, Dallas Buyers
Club. I’m being told prior to this ‘Mc-

7KHFULWLFVVKRXOGKDYH
DSSUHFLDWHG0F&RQDXJKH\ V
VKWLFNWKHFKDUPLQJ7H[DQDIWHU
FKDUPLQJ7H[DQ
Conaisance’, McConaughey wasted
years in the rom-com wilderness.
The rom-com wilderness?! That
was no wilderness. McConaughey
was king of the rom-com; Kate
Hudson his queen. I can’t understand
why it has taken so long for him to
get an Oscar nod. Fair enough, he
slimmed down for Buyers Club, and
yeah, it’s based on a true story and all
that, I just don’t see anything from
McConaughey I hadn’t already seen
from the man. Like the proud parent,
I always knew he was great.
Consider his previous roles. 2003’s
How to Lose a Guy in Ten Days is
considered by many to be the man’s
magnum opus. Here, McConaughey
brought to life the character of Benjamin Barry, a charming advertising

executive from Texas who was a bit
of a divil with the women. In 2008,
McConaughey brought us Ben “Finn”
Finnegan, in Fool’s Gold. Finnegan
was a charming explorer from Texas
who was a bit of a divil with the
women. And who can forget Conor
Mead? The Ghosts of Girlfriends
Past’s anti-hero: the charming photographer from Texas who was a bit
of a divil with the women.
I’ve no interest in whether McConaughey tested himself in any of
WKHVHÀOPVRUZKHWKHUWKHUHZDVDQ\
variation in the roles he took on. No
more than I enjoyed writing about
Manchester United, McConaughey
enjoyed playing charming divils from
Texas. Just as my teachers should’ve
enjoyed my story after story about
United, the critics should have
appreciated McConaughey’s shtick,
the charming Texan after charming
Texan.
This is no rebirth, no ‘McConaisance’. In the words of LL Cool J:
“Don’t call it a comeback”.

Ben Anderson's disturbing look at
the legacy of over a decade of outside intervention in Afghanistan. This
feature length piece for Vice sees
Anderson embedded with US Marines and the Afghan military. Senior
DUP\RIÀFHUVGHIHQGWKHVH[XDODEXVH
of young boys, arrests are arbitrary
and drug abuse is widespread as the
Americans prepare to leave. It's a
damning document. Vice/YouTube

The  Four  Year  Plan

7KLVGRFXPHQWDU\IROORZV435 VÀUVW
four years under new ownership. It's
like Championship Manager: The
Movie. The team who made the doc
got amazing access, so much so that
the club might have regretted being so
accommodating. There are lots of unintentional laughs, and it gives us an
interesting look at what exactly happens when outsiders with high hopes
and sacks of cash take over an English
football club. 1HWÁL[

Style  Wars

1983 classic, one of the founding
documents of hip hop. It takes in the
sights and sounds of the earliest days
of hip hop in New York – talking to
FRPSHWLQJ JDQJV RI JUDIÀWL DUWLVWV
WKHLU EHPXVHG SDUHQWV WKH FLW\ RIÀ
cials trying to stop them and the art
dealers trying to make money off of
them. Essential viewing. YouTube
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Big  in  Poland
Michelle  Dardis  meets  Sean  Lemon,  of  
Room  94,  a  boy  band  making  a  big  name  
for  itself  in  Eastern  Europe

S

tarting a successful band
with your brothers and best
friend is no mean feat, but
Room 94 prove that with
a bit of hard work, it’s very much
possible.
I recently spoke to Sean Lemon,
who along with his brothers Kieran
and Dean, and their childhood pal Kit
Tanton, are making a name for themselves on the music scene in Ireland,
the UK and Poland too.
The group decided against spending a long time trying to come with a
name for the group, and settled on the
room number which the band practiced in in school: Room 94. They
have been together for four years
now, and have been slowly but surely
making their way up in the business,
however it was when the opportunity
to support UK band Lawson on tour
came about, that things really took off
for the boys.
The band supported Lawson on
their UK and Ireland tour in March
last year, but also for their second tour
in September, later that year.
´,W ZDV WKH ÀUVW PDMRU VXSSRUW WRXU
we've done and we were fans of Lawson before we went on tour with them.

For them to invite us out on the road
twice was amazing! We got along really well with them. We're like best
mates now,” said Sean.

T

he group have gained quite a following both in Ireland and The
UK, however none of these fans are
quite as passionate about the group as
the fans in Poland are.
Kieran and Dean, the lead singer
and drummer from the group, made
a Youtube cover of a One Direction
song and the biggest One Direction
fan account tweeted about it. The
group soon found themselves inundated with requests to go to Poland
and perform over there.
“The difference between the fans
over there, and the fans over here in
England and everywhere we usually
play, is that the ones in Poland are really passionate and get really into it
because they aren't used to having a
band actually do that. I think we've
been there about six times now, and
HDFK WLPH ZH GR LW LW V MXVW JURZLQJ
and growing. It's really random, but
it's awesome as well.”
Room 94 have been busy working
on their debut album: “We’re really

Room 94. After making it big from a Youtube hit, the boys will be coming to a venue near you this year

pleased with it! We spent pretty much
the whole year getting creative and
writing all the music. Kieran came
up with loads of ideas, put them into
different practices. The songs are all
about stuff that has happened to us,
OLNHZHDOOORYHSDUW\LQJDQGMXVWJR
ing out and having fun and we wanted to show that on the album” said
Sean.

A

longside the release of the album, the boys will be doing a
headline tour of their own. They’re
performing all over the UK, as well in
Dublin, however the Irish date is still
WREHFRQÀUPHGIRUDYHQXHDQGGDWH
“Yeah, we're still sorting out the details, but we're 100 percent coming
back to Ireland for that tour. Ireland is
one of our favourite places to come.
Me, Kieran and Dean have Irish relatives and stuff so it's always fun comLQJRYHUDQGVHHLQJHYHU\RQH:HMXVW

“

We've played
in Poland about
six times now...
LW VMXVWJURZLQJ
and growing. It's
really random,
but it's awesome
as well

love the country!”
With so much planned and coming
up in the near future for the group,
downtime is limited, but once they
do get a day or two off from making
music and performing live, the boys
certainly make the most of it.
“Drinking, there's a lot of that, haha.
Kieran and Dean also run a clothing
line called Lemon Clothing, so they
are pretty busy with that in their
downtime. We've got a few things in
the pipeline coming up. I like doing
DUWDQGJUDIÀWLVWXIIOLNHWKDW.LWGRHV
designs and stuff on Photoshop. We're
really creative in our downtime. Kit
also loves doing up old cars and old
motors in any downtime. We like to
keep ourselves busy,” said Sean.
Even though the group may be
swamped with work at the moment,
WKH EDQG VKRXOG GHÀQLWHO\ MXVW NHHS
going ahead with what they’re doing
- it’s working well for them.

”    

Good  old-fashioned,  wholesome  gaming
CONOR
CAMPBELL
Take a wander down George’s street
arcade (not far if you’re reading
this in Aungier street) and you’ll
ÀQGDVWDOOÁRJJLQJ*DPH%R\DQG
N64 games. The selection isn’t
great, but they’re still looking for
a commanding price. In fairness,
WKHSULFHUHÁHFWVWKHGHPDQG5HWUR
games are coming back into fashion,
and its only partly down to the ‘nerd
chic’ aesthetic pushed by popular TV
shows like The Big Bang Theory.
People who grew up with video
games have seen large parts of the
industry turn into a very different,
and increasingly corporate, beast.
Rose tinted glasses, sure, as games
before the millennium still made
PRQH\%XWQRZZKHQSHRSOHSD\
ÀIW\HXURIRUDJDPHWKDWLVQRW
always what they get.
Parts of games are locked off unless

you pay real money to access them
and priority service is given to those
who pay more. EA is famous for this,
and they have been voted the consumer’s ‘Worst Company in America’ two years running now.
If you’re a cynic, you could say
this money obsession has squeezed
the originality out of one of the most
traditionally imaginative industries.
Of the top ten best selling games of
2013, nine of those were sequels. The
mainstream video game industry, it
could be argued, is going the way of
the mainstream cinema blockbuster.
So for the arthouse movie theatre
of video games, look no further than
your old SNES buried at the back of
your wardrobe, and some of these
ROGLHVDUHZRUWKPRUHWKDQMXVWWKHLU
nostalgia value.
Fundamentally, some old games
really are great. Many of them
ooze the excesses of the times they
were created in: play F-Zero X on
the N64 to hear some unleashed
metal riffs, check out the haircuts
in Tekken 2 and witness Pac-Man

Goldeneye, Nintendo 64: regardless of graphics, still one of the great games

munching pills with pure determination and pupils a mile wide. It
was the '80s after all.
All this adds up to fun, and even
games about killing didn’t tend to
take themselves too seriously. Watch
-DPHV%RQGFRUUHFWKLVWLHEHIRUH

killing all your friends in Goldeneye
007, depending on how good you
were and whether anyone was sly
HQRXJKWRFKRRVH2GGMRE
And if you go back far enough,
some of them are so simple that a
FKLOGFDQSOD\WKHPRUPRUHVSHFLÀ

cally students after a night out. Party
gaming, thy home is in the retro.
Get a few friends over and link up
DVPDQ\FRQWUROOHUVDV\RXFDQÀWWR
your old Sega Mega Drive and stick
in Micro Machines. Its fun, accessible and very challenging – something
that many of the highest selling
games now are not, although some
indie companies are giving it their
best shot.
&KHFNRXW6XSHU0HDW%R\WKHVLGH
scrolling platformer that reminds
gamers of how things used to be
by making you die constantly. For
comparison, check out Call of Duty
%ODFN2SVZKLFKLWWXUQVRXWFDQ
have entire levels completed without
having to shoot a single bullet. And
no, it wasn’t intentional.
So if you can get your hands on
an old N64 with all the controllers,
get your friends over for a game of
)%HHUR;RU6XSHU%HHULR%URWKHUV
Or any other game you can put ‘beer’
LQWKHWLWOH<RXPLJKWMXVWKDYHPRUH
fun with a video game than you’ve
truly had for years.
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ATLiens
OutKast

September  Girls

LOST CLASSIC
Joseph Conroy
CULTURE EDITOR

0DQÀUVWWKH\ZDVVRPHSLPSVPDQ
7KHQ WKH\ ZDV VRPH DOLHQV RU VRPH
JHQLHV RU VRPH VKLW 7KHQ WKH\ EH
WDONLQ  DERXW WKDW EODFN ULJKWHRXV
VSDFHPDQZKDWHYHUPDQ)XFNWKHP
,DLQ·WIXFNLQ ZLWKWKHPQRPRUHPDQ

September Girls buck the trend of garagey girl groups, offering their own take on a messy noise-pop sound

As  their  debut  album  Cursing  the  Sea  
continues  to  make  waves  September  
Girls'  bassist  and  occasional  lead  
vocalist  Paula  Cullen  speaks  with  
Culture  Editor  Joseph  Conroy

T

here's a thing that happens
once a band starts getting
some traction – generally a press release goes
RXW WKDW V ÀOOHG ZLWK EX]] ZRUGV
LQIRUPLQJ MRXUQDOLVWV DERXW KRZ
DPD]LQJ WKLV QHZ EDQG DUH 7KHVH
ZRUGVÀQGWKHLUZD\LQWREORJSRVWV
DQG QHZVSDSHU DUWLFOHV DQG FDQ
WKHQFRPHWRGHÀQHDEDQG VVRXQG
<RX GEHKDUGSUHVVHGWRÀQGDSLHFH
FRYHULQJ6HSWHPEHU*LUOVWKDWGRHVQ W
refer to three artists – My Bloody Valentine, Jesus and the Mary Chain and
3KLO6SHFWRU
“Personally, I listen to them but I
WKLQN EHWZHHQ WKH ORW RI XV ZH KDYH
DORWPRUHLQÁXHQFHVWKDQWKDWVD\V
3DXOD
:KHQ VRPHRQH V ZULWLQJ D SUHVV
UHOHDVHDQGWKH\PHQWLRQDFRXSOHRI
EDQGVWKHQSHRSOHDOZD\VFRPHEDFN
WR WKRVH EDQGV , GRQ W SHUVRQDOO\
WKLQNZHVRXQGWKDWPXFKOLNHDQ\RI
WKRVH EDQGV  , G EH YHU\ PXFK ÁDW
tered if we did, but, I think its more
RIDFDVHWKDWZHSLFNHGDFRXSOHRI
EDQGVWKDWZH GEHLQÁXHQFHGE\DQG
they’re the main ones but there'd be a
ORWPRUHLQÁXHQFHVWKDQWKDWµ

7KHUH DUH RWKHU HDVLHU FRPSDULVRQV
WKDW FDQ EH PDGH EHWZHHQ WKH EDQG
other garagey girl groups like The
'XP'XP*LUOVDQG7KH9LYLDQ*LUOV
² HYHQ WKH QDPHV IROORZ WKH VDPH
IRUPXOD %XW WKHVH FRPSDULVRQV FDQ
EH VXSHUÀFLDO 6HSWHPEHU *LUOV RIIHU
their own take on this messy noiseSRSVRXQG
$OO RI WKH EDQG V PHPEHUV KDYH
EHHQDURXQGWKH,ULVKFLUFXLWIRUVRPH
WLPH²IRXURIWKHÀYHZHUHLQ7DOX
ODK 'RHV WKH +XOD D PXFK FOHDQHU
VRXQGLQJHOHFWURWLQJHGUHWURSRSDFW
\RXPLJKWUHPHPEHUWKH)DGH6WUHHW
WKHPHWXQHWKDWZDVWKHP 
6R KRZ GLG WKH\ FRPH WR HPEUDFH
WKLVKHDYLHUVRXQG"
´,WKLQNLWZDVDFRQVFLRXVGHFLVLRQ
:H GDOOEHHQLQEDQGVSUHYLRXVO\DQG
ZHZDQWHGWRGRLWDELWPRUHORÀDQG
a bit more like what we would sound
OLNH OLYH 7KHUH ZDVQ W DQ\ VWXGLR
WULFNHU\ RU DQ\WKLQJ OLNH WKDW LW ZDV
MXVWSUHWW\PXFKUHFRUGHGOLYHDQGZH
MXVWRYHUGXEEHGYRFDOVDQGVWXIIOLNH
WKDW , WKLQN DW WKH VWDUW LW ZDV D ELW
PRUH²QRWSRSS\H[DFWO\²EXWPD\
EH D ELW PRUH JDUDJH SRSS\ >@ DV
ZHJRWDELWPRUHFRPIRUWDEOHLQWKH

EDQGDQGJRWPRUHFRPIRUWDEOHZLWK
RXUVRXQGLWMXVWHYROYHGJUDGXDOO\µ
%XW IRU DOO WKDW V FKDQJHG IRU WKH
JLUOV D ORW KDV VWD\HG WKH VDPH %H
QHDWK WKH IX]] DQG UHYHUE WKHUH DUH
VWLOOVWURQJSRSPHORGLHV
“I think we still write the same way
LWV MXVW D GLIIHUHQW DSSURDFK WR KRZ
it was presented so we all still write
pop songs but we didn't want them
to sound like pop songs, we wanted
WKHPWRVRXQGGLIIHUHQWµ

“

We all still write
pop songs but we
didn't want them
to sound like pop
songs, we wanted
them to sound
different

6

$VZHOODVVROLGSRSFUHGHQWLDOVWKH
EDQG KDYH DOVR FRQVWUXFWHG D VWURQJ
VOLJKWO\ JRWKLF LPDJH ´3HUVRQDOO\ ,
WKLQN LWV UHDOO\ LPSRUWDQW 2EYLRXVO\
WKHPXVLFLVWKHPRVWLPSRUWDQWWKLQJ
EXW , OLNH EDQGV WKDW KDYH DQ LPDJH
DQG KDYH VWURQJ DUW ZRUN DQG VWURQJ
YLGHRV , OLNH ZKHQ LW DOO FRPHV WR
JHWKHU DV D SDFNDJH :H ZRXOG SXW
D ORW RI WKRXJKW LQWR WKH DOEXP FRY
er and stuff like that and we are into
our artwork and we do all of that ourVHOYHVRUZLWKWKHKHOSRIIULHQGVZKR
ZRXOGKDYHDVLPLODUDHVWKHWLFµ
The debut album &XUVLQJ WKH 6HD
was released by London-based inGHSHQGHQW ODEHO )RUWXQD 323 ZKR
KDYH SUHYLRXVO\ UHOHDVHG DOEXPV E\
the likes of The Pains of Being Pure
DW+HDUWDQG&U\VWDO6WLOWV
7KHDOEXPKDVEHHQJHWWLQJUDYHUH
YLHZVEXWJLYHQKRZWKHPXVLFLQGXV
try works these days the band are all
still working full-time jobs and don't
SODQRQTXLWWLQJDQ\WLPHVRRQ
´*RG QR ² QRW DW DOO ZH UH DOO VWLOO
GRLQJGD\MREVWRSD\WKHUHQW,GRQ W
WKLQNZH OOEHJLYLQJXSWKHGD\MREV
DQ\WLPHVRRQµ
7KHEDQGZLOOEHKHDGLQJWR6;6:
WKLV 0DUFK DQG KDYH EHHQ DWWUDFWLQJ
DORWRILQWHUQDWLRQDODWWHQWLRQ3LWFK
IRUN SLFNHG XS RQ WKH VLQJOH 6KLSV 
ZKHQLWZDVUHOHDVHGIRU5HFRUG6WRUH
'D\3DXODQRWHVWKDWZDV´DNLQGRI
WXUQLQJSRLQWµ
6HSWHPEHU*LUOVKDYHDOUHDG\VWDUW
LQJZRUNLQJRQDIROORZXSUHFRUG,
DVN3DXODLIWKH\NQRZKRZWKHUHFRUG
PLJKWVRXQG"
“I think its maybe similar in someways [to &XUVLQJWKH6HD@EXWDOLWWOH
ELW KHDYLHU :H YH OLWHUDOO\ RQO\ MXVW
VWDUWHGVRWKLQJVZLOOSUREDEO\FKDQJH
DORQJWKHZD\µ

”    

RPH EDQGV XVH WKLV NLQG RI ORÀ
UHYHUEVRDNHGSURGXFWLRQWRFRYHU
XSWHFKQLFDOIDLOLQJVEXWWKLVLVQ WWKH
FDVH IRU 6HSWHPEHU *LUOV 7KH EDQG
DUH GHFHSWLYHO\ WLJKW LW·V VRPHWKLQJ
\RX UHDOO\ DSSUHFLDWH ZKHQ \RX VHH
WKHPOLYH
$OOWKHVHJLUOVFDQVLQJWRROHDGYR
FDOLVWV FKDQJH WUDFN E\ WUDFN 7KHLU
YRLFHVEOHQGWRJHWKHULQJKRVWO\KDU
PRQLHV

6HHLQJ DV %LJ %RL DQG $QGUH 
DUH JRLQJ EDFN RQ WKH URDG DQG ZLOO
SUREDEO\EHKHDGOLQLQJDIHVWLYDOQHDU
you sometime this summer, it seems
OLNH D JRRG WLPH WR GHOYH LQWR WKHLU
EDFNFDWDORJXH
7KHDERYHTXRWHLVIURPDGLVJUXQ
tled OutKast fan on the outro of 'ReWXUQ RI WKH *  RQ WKHLU WKLUG DOEXP
$TXHPLQL $IWHU 2XW.DVW WRRN RQ
gansta playa personas for their debut
LP 6RXWKHUQSOD\DOLVWLFDGLOODFPX]LN
WKH\ ZHQW LQWHUJDODFWLF RQ WKH 
follow up $7/LHQV
7KH SXQWHU V FRQIXVLRQ LV XQGHU
standable, $7/LHQV is a dense album
²DZRUOGDZD\IURPWKHIUHHÁRZLQJ
6RXWKHUQSOD\D,WQHYHUUHDOO\VKRZV
DQ\ VLJQV RI WKH FURVVRYHU VXFFHVV
WKDWWKH\ GÀQGWKUHH\HDUVODWHUZLWK
0V-DFNVRQ DQG 6R)UHVK6R&OHDQ 
EXWLWKDVDXQLTXHVRXQGVRXOIXODO
PRVW FLQHPDWLF IXOO RI WDOO WDOHV DQG
ELJVRXQGVEOHQGLQJIHPDOHVRXOYR
FDOVZLWKDOLYHEDQGDQGWLJKWKLSKRS
EHDWV

Like the title suggests, $7/LHQV is
SDUW $WODQWD SDUW DOLHQ 7KH ZKROH
DOLHQWKLQJLVQHYHUUHDOO\WLHGGRZQ
It’s a mix of the alienated ghetto hero
personas they played on 6RXWKHUQSOD
\DSDUWDFWXDODOLHQ²DV2XW.DVWEH
JDQWRGHYHORSWKHLURZQSHUVRQDOLW\
dressing weird and paying more atWHQWLRQWRDHVWKHWLFV7KHFRPLFERRN
FRYHUDUWVWLOOORRNVDPD]LQJ\HDUV
ODWHU
7KH VRQJV DUH PLQL HSLFV 'HFDWXU
Psalm' probably best sums up the reFRUG EXW LW·V IXOO RI ELJ VRQJV ² LW·V
SUREDEO\ WKH PRVW FRKHUHQW DOEXP
2XW.DVWKDYHSURGXFHG
WK )ORRU  *URZLQJ 2OG   (7 
and 'Babylon' are all worth seeking
RXW $ORQJVLGH WKH VWRU\WHOOLQJ DQG
WLJKW O\ULFLVP WKHUH V SOHQW\ RI FOXE
UHDG\ WXQHV ¶(OHYDWRUV· ¶7ZR 'RSH
%R\V·DQGWKHWLWOHWUDFNFRXOGDOOJHW
DURRP RUPXGG\ÀHOG VZD\LQJEXW
WKH DOEXP V UHDO KLJKOLJKWV FRPH LQ
WKHTXLHWHUPRPHQWV

All newspapers end up as chip
wrapper.
But this chip wrapper could have
your name on it.
Write for
Contact: editor@edition.ie
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From  Erasmus  to  Elancourt

Keep  your  
teeth  to  
yourself

Who  gets  offered  a  contract  to  play  soccer  on  their  academic  year  abroad?  Colm  
Carney  did,  and  he  told  our  Sports  Editor  Ryan  Nugent  all  about  it

W

e’re sitting, drinking
cappuccinos in one of
the more traditional
Parisian coffee shops,
overlooking the infamous Moulin
Rouge Cabaret in the district of PiJDOOH DQ DUHD ÀOOHG ZLWK VH[ VKRSV
DQGVWULSFOXEVEXWRQHZKLFKVWLOO
manages to portray the beauty of
the City’s architecture.
The district is a short walk away
from the Champs Elysees, Paris’ high
end shopping street, which culminates with arguably their most spectacular sight, the Arc de Triomphe.
The setting, if not the blustery, overcast and wet weather, was perfect to
speak to Colm Carney, a 20-year old
man, who upped sticks from his native Athboy to Versailles, part of the
Paris Basin, for a year-long Erasmus
from NUI Maynooth.
Yet, what has happened since has
given rise to a potential new career
move and six months in which to
learn French in a different setting.
What’s the French for ‘through ball’
and ‘corner kick’?
Having played two football matches
for Université De Versailles, Colm
began looking for a local team to train
with to keep his standards up for the
Christmas break.
Intending on signing with Versailles, Colm received a last-minute
offer from Elancourt, a semi-professional team in the Paris and District
OHDJXHDQGDIÀOLDWHGZLWKERWK/LJXH
VLGHV$X[HUUHDQG/LOOH
Bear in mind, this guy wasn’t playing college soccer in Maynooth last
\HDU +LV ZHHNO\ À[ ZDV D JDPH IRU
his local Sunday side in the Meath
DQG'LVWULFW/HDJXH'LYLVLRQ7ZR
The Meath man signed a six-month
contract earning a weekly wage, unWLO WKH DFDGHPLF \HDU ÀQLVKHV 7KHQ
things may become complicated.

Carney in action, playing in the Meath and District League Division Two last year

The coffee’s been served:
Ryan Nugent (RN): Bonjour, comment ca va?
Colm Carney (CC): Bonjour, sava
bien.
RN: That’s as far as my French
goes, I’m afraid. You’re after being
RQ D WZRGD\ EHQGHU RI VRUWV ,W·V
not the type of thing a semi-professional footballer should be doing is
it?
CC: No, you’re right, but I’m gonna
say I’m entitled to it, this time. My
friends are here at the moment. During the rest of the year, I literally don’t
drink. Unless I’m at home in Ireland.
I’m training almost every day.
516RZKDWKDSSHQVZKHQ\RXU
Irish friends head back home?
:KDWVRUWRIOLIHZLOO\RXEHOLYLQJ
then?

CC: Then I’m back to the process I
was in the past two weeks [since his
FRQWUDFWEHFDPHRIÀFLDO@,QFRPSDUL
son to the other players I’m a good bit
lighter, so I’m taking protein shakes,
doing weights and then extra work at
the training ground on days off. I’m
ÁDWRXWIURPKHUHRQ
RN: You’re not living the typical
Erasmus life, are you?
CC: Well, no, but I don’t mind.
Even before I started playing football
seriously, I wasn’t drinking or going
out much, apart from when I went
home to Ireland. So it’s not a big deal.
I’m going to college, improving my
French and playing football.
RN: Studying, really?
CC: Well, I’m living for football
now, so it’s taking priority for the rest
of the college year.

51%XWKRZGLGWKHIRRWEDOOFRPH
about from having not played at a
high level in Ireland and then going
over to Versaille to study French?
Seems strange…
CC: I love football, so I went to play
with the college team and did well
there too, but we only had two games
before Christmas, so I needed to keep
playing. I found out about a couple of
clubs and they were willing to give
me a trial.
RN: Do you feel the pressure to
SHUIRUP QRZ EHFDXVH \RX·UH JHW
ting paid to play football, rather
WKDQ RXW RI HQMR\PHQW RU ZLOOLQJ
ness to play the game you love?
CC: At the start I was just buzzing
to have gotten the contract, but since
January when I’ve started training
with the team, there was a lot more
pressure. You’re getting paid, so, like
any job, you have to perform. It’s part
of the contract and so far I haven’t
played my natural game as of yet.
51 <RX·YH KDG WZR WDFWLFV VHV
VLRQVDOUHDG\WKLVZHHN«
CC: There’s a lot of tactics involved.
I’ve a folder of sheets at home on how
to play the number 10 (attacking midÀHOG UROHDQG,·YHWRVWXG\WKHP,W·V
something I’m not used to, but they
want me in that position, so I’ve got
to know exactly what I’m doing.
51 $UH WKH OLQNV ZLWK /LJXH 
clubs an incentive?
CC: I haven’t thought about it too
PXFK,MXVWZDQWWRJHWLQWRWKLVÀUVW
team and then see what happens.
RN: What happens at the end of
the college year and at the end of
the contract? If you’re offered anRWKHUFRQWUDFWZKDWGR\RXGHFLGH"
&& :HOO ,·OO GHÀQLWHO\ KDYH D GH
FLVLRQWRPDNH/LNHLI,FDQOLYHLQ
similarly to how I’m living at the moment, then I might stay, but it’s early
days yet.

DIT  Frisbee  drops  in  rankings  after  tough  day
Matthew Colfer
SPORTS REPORTER

',78OWLPDWH)ULVEHHFOXEÀQLVKHG
in sixth place at the inaugural Indoor
Mixed Inter-varsities on Saturday,
17th of January in the Mardyke Arena in Cork.
Having started the tournament
ranked 5th, the side overcame a
young University College Cork

8&& WKLUGWHDPHDVLO\LQWKHLUÀUVW
group game.
After losses to highly experienced
8QLYHUVLW\RI/LPHUFN 8/ DQG7ULQ
LW\&ROOHJHÀUVWWHDPV',7IDFHGDQ
ineligible but experienced pick up
team in the playoffs, which they also
lost.
7KH ÀQDO JDPH RI WKH GD\ IRU ',7
ZDV DJDLQVW 8/ ZKR ZHUH RXW WR
even the score having been beaten by
DIT in Open Indoor Intervarsities in

early November.
8/ SUHYDLOHG DQG ZRQ FRPIRUWD
bly; meaning DIT dropped one place
LQWKHUDQNLQJVWRÀQLVKLQVL[WK
Niamh Meighan received the Most
Spirited Player award and the female
Most Valuable Player (MVP) award
for DIT while Matthew Colfer was
voted male MVP for the team.
UCC1 were overall winners of the
tournament as they saw off Trinity
&ROOHJHLQWKHÀQDO

There was good news for DIT
player and current ladies team captain, Niamh Meighan, last weekend however as she was part of the
/06WHDPZKLFKZRQWKH:RPHQ V
Division of the Indoor All-Ireland
Ultimate Championships (AIUC)
2014.
0HLJKDQZDVDOVRSDUWRIWKH/06
WHDP ZKLFK ZRQ WKH :RPHQ V 'LYL
sion of the Outdoor AIUC 2013 last
September.

RYAN
NUGENT

SPORTS EDITOR

As Dublin’s Jason Whelan sits out the
Allianz league encounter with Kerry
WKLV ZHHNHQG WKH ÀUVW RI KLV HLJKW
week suspension for the biting incident that took place in Dublin’s defeat
to DCU in the O’Byrne Cup a fortnight ago, I hope the severity of what
he has done is hitting home hard.
/HDYLQJ WKH UHFNOHVV KDUP RQ DQ
opponent aside, Whelan was handed
the chance, a huge chance at that, to
play for the All-Ireland Champions
and stake a claim for a place in the
ÀUVW;9
The Ballymun Kickhams footballer
will be suspended for eight weeks, yet
by the looks of it, will only miss three
Allianz league games because of this.
A ban that is by no means severe.
What is the message the GAA are
VHQGLQJ KHUH"$W ÀUVW VLJKW ZH WKLQN
‘eight weeks, that seems fair’, but
then it’s only three games – for biting
someone.
There was an incident only last season, involving a Dublin player allegedly biting Donegal footballer Paddy
McBrearty, but there was no suspension upheld, and the case was thrown
out by the Association’s disciplinary
committee.
The politics involved in the GAA
may be at fault here as the Director
General of the organisation, Paraic
Duffy bemoaned their handling of
the McBrearty case in his annual report, claiming there was a clear bit on
McBrearty’s arm. So the fact that no
action was taken is alarming.
Already we have to deal with the
thuggery that occurs on a weekly basis in all standards of GAA, incidents
that are let go or dealt with extreme
lenience. Is biting going to be added
to that list?
A major problem at hand is the banning system. It’s done on a weekly basis, as opposed to a number of games
– crazy.
How can an organisation that regularly make rule changes be so out of
date with their current system? Is the
anti-soccer agenda so strong that they
won’t mimic the match by match ban
that serves ‘the foreign sport’ so well?
)RUH[DPSOH/LYHUSRROVWULNHU/XLV
Suarez was disciplined in April of
2013 for biting Chelsea’s Branislav
Ivanovic and received a 10-match
ban. If the English FA had been operating under GAA disciplinary rules
and Suarez received 10 weeks instead, the Uruguayan would’ve only
missed six matches.
A change is needed, but one must
wonder whether the GAA are strong
enough to do so.
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Sigerson  
Preview

sports@edition.ie

Credit: Shamrock Rovers

Roberto Lopes

Ryan Nugent
SPORTS EDITOR

DIT will begin the defence of their
Sigerson title next week, with a home
tie against St Marys in St Margarets.
The camp are in a buoyant mood
following a decent run in their league
campaign, which culminated in an unlucky one-point defeat to University of
Ulster, Jordanstown (UUJ), who are
among the favourites to challenge the
Institute of Technology for their crown.
Tactics, as opposed to intense training is the order of the day for the senior squad as they strive towards the
high standards necessary to succeed
for a second year in succession.
“We had a good run in the league, before Christmas and were very unlucky
against Jordanstown, with a last minute free that went against us,” said DIT
*$$2IÀFHU'DUUDJK%LGGOHFRPEH
Westmeath manager, Paul Bealin, expressed his discomfort with the amount
of football being played by young GAA
players, recently, stating that “players
have so many masters and they’re trying to keep everybody happy. There’s
just too much going on.”
However, the Sigerson Champions
do not buy into the over-training philosophy of many, and are instead focusing on sharpening their game plan.
“We can’t do too much, training
wise, because we’re very conscious
of player burn-out. We’ve got guys
playing county and under 21, so we
have to be careful. It’s in our interest
as much as theirs,” said DIT GAA ofÀFHU'DUUDJK%LGGOHFRPEH
“Our squad is very important
throughout the season, for a number
of reasons. For example, during the
O’Byrne Cup, which I feel is very
EHQHÀFLDOWRXVLQSUHSDUDWLRQIRUWKH
Sigerson Championship, we had a lot
of players unavailable due to exams,
but it gave other guys a chance.
“If you want to challenge in the Sigerson Cup, you need to have a strong
squad, because when it gets to the
weekend, its two games in 24 hours,
which is gruelling. Added to this is
the new black card rule and the rise to
six substitutes, so the squad is vital,”
conveyed Biddlecombe.
+DYLQJ ZRQ WKH WLWOH IRU WKH ÀUVW
time last year in the competition’s
102-year history, it would be an incredible achievement to retain it, and
with St Mary’s to play before a possible rematch with UUJ in the quarters,
there’ll be no easy route for DIT.
“St Mary’s are very, very strong.
Stronger than last year and are a battle
hardened Sigerson team with the likes
of Niall Morgan (Tyrone goalkeeper)
in goal, and his accurate free-taking,
we’ll have to be very disciplined,”
said Biddlecombe.
Sigerson Cup games are rarely associated with big margin victories, so
expect another tight, tense affair in St
Margarets, Swords on February 5th,
with a DIT side that are “really, really up for it”, in an attempt at another
piece of history.

Niall Cooney

Rhys Gorman in action for Shamrock Rovers against Drogheda United

Gary Curran

The  beleaguered  League  of  Ireland
Sports  Editor  Piers  Moyles  talks  to  four  DIT  soccer  players  who  have  played  in  the  
League  of  Ireland  and  at  under-21  level,  and  faced  the  many  challenges  in  Irish  soccer

W

hen answers to the
question ‘who is the
best player you’ve
played
against?’
range from AC Milan and Italy
star Stephan El Shaarawy, Ireland
international Keith Fahey and Diego Poyet – son of Gus – you know
you’re in esteemed company.
Roberto Lopes, or “Pico” to his
friends, Rhys Gorman, Gary Curran
and Niall Cooney are all students and
players for DIT’s soccer team but
they are also plying their trade in the
League of Ireland (LOI).
Lopes played in a highly-rated Belvedere team, many of which joined
him in the step up to the LOI including Keith Buckley, Stephen Traynor,
Craig Sexton and Chris Forrester.
This step up on the footballing ladder took place after Pat Fenlon recommended they play for Bohemians
under-21 side.
But, the LOI no longer runs under-21 teams, which, according to
6KDPURFN 5RYHUV PLGÀHOGHU 5K\V

“

Gorman, is a detriment to the league
itself:
“Getting rid of the 21’s was a really
bad move. I played with lads on Ireland teams and it stops at under-19’s
now, there’s only about three people
in the league now from my age group
and they were even over in England.
It was a bad idea getting rid of the under-21 level because not many people
make the step up from under-19 to the
seniors.”

A

ll four of the players round the
table nodded silently in agreement with Gorman and they all believe that the standard of the LOI has
been affected by the abolition of under-21 sides as players have to play
in the Leinster senior league in order
to better their chances of making it in
this country.
Gary Curran also made the point
of the LOI having no reserve league,
which means young players progressing through the ranks won’t have the
opportunity to play with more experi-

It was a bad idea getting rid of
the under-21 level because not
many people make the step up
from under-19 to the seniors
– Rhys Gorman

enced players, who would play in the
reserves every now and then.
“You progress more as a player because you’re playing with better and
more experienced players,” he said.
“You’re learning from them while
you’re playing and you don’t get
that opportunity with the way the under-19s is now.”
With the quality of the league suffering due to the way the underage
teams are run by the LOI and the FAI,
do any of the boys see soccer as a realistic career option?
“I think it’s tough at the moment
with the way things have gone in the
/2,ÀQDQFLDOO\VRWKHLPSRUWDQFHLV
in getting an education,” said Bohs
centre-half Roberto Lopes.
The fact that the league only has
three full-time teams also makes it
LQFUHGLEO\ GLIÀFXOW IRU DQ\ SOD\HU WR
forge a career for themselves here.

D

espite the problems with the
league, the standard is high, especially when compared to college
football.
According to Bray’s Niall Cooney, “the physicality and the pace of
the game are higher than in college
football. The step up is immense going from college football to the LOI.
College football is a lot slower and
you can shrug people off the ball a lot
easier. You get more time which you
don’t get in the League of Ireland.”
It’s not all about what happens on
the pitch, however. Politics is rife
throughout the game at all levels.
From the hallowed, money-laden
halls of FIFA, to grass roots level and
players as young as 14 having professional agents, the LOI is no expectation.

”    

T

he college soccer calendar overODSV EULHÁ\ ZLWK WKH /2,·V DQG
sometimes the clubs are reluctant
to let their players play for DIT if
they have an upcoming match. Jack
Memery was the left back in DIT’s
league-winning side last year, but
Shelbourne wouldn’t let him play in
WKHÀQDO
There was a similar incident involving Lopes. Paul Malone spoke
to The Edition about the world
university games, and Lopes was
supposed to join Malone in Russia.
However, Bohemians wouldn’t release him to play for for Ireland at
the games.
“I couldn’t make the games because
Bohs were struggling at the time and
they needed all the players there,” he
said.
As for Niall Cooney? Well he faced
the age-old of problem of not being
able to get time off work.
Despite having LOI-standard players in the DIT team this year, they
struggled to build on last year’s
success. They squeezed through the
group stages, coming fourth on the
ÀQDOPDWFKGD\
They had no momentum going into
the knockout stages and this proved
fatal as they exited the competition at
the hands of IT Carlow.
All four players still have aspirations of forging a career in football,
although some are now starting to see
a life that may not include the professional game.
However, if they can make it either
in the LOI or in England then they
will grasp the opportunity with both
hands, and DIT would have been a
large stepping stone along their path
to the dream job.
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Alan  Brogan:  'back  in  training  and  
looking  forward  to  the  season'
Serial  All-Star  and  
Dublin  legend  
talked  to  The  
Edition's  Rachael  
O'Brien

6SRUWVÀOH

A

lan Brogan began
playing Gaelic Football
for Dublin in 2002, but
his passion for GAA has
always been a part of him.
When asked when the passion for
the sport began, he simply replied,
“It’s always been there.” Brogan
began playing GAA with St. Oliver
Plunkett Eoghan Ruadh when he was
ÀYHDQGLVVWLOOLQYROYHGKHDYLO\ZLWK
the club to this day.
There is a long history with Dublin
GAA in the Brogan family with his
father, Bernie Brogan and uncle, Jim
Brogan, both playing at senior level
in the 1970s. At the moment, there
are three Brogans in the Dublin football panel; Alan, Bernard and Paul.
Alan commented: “Even though
Paul, Bernard and myself, all play
now, we are all different players. It
is great for the three of us to be involved. My dad is very aware not to
put any pressure on us as he has been
in our situation so he knows what it
feels like.”
Having grown up in what Alan
described as a “sport-in-general
household”, the Brogan family all
took part in GAA, athletics and soccer growing up.
“My dad managed my soccer team
at one point so it was really a sport
mad house,” he said.
Even though Alan is known for his
football skills, he did play hurling
until the age of 20. Even though he
was good at hurling, Alan knew his
talent was in football.
“I had to choose which one I wanted to play – football or hurling. I

Alan, left, celebrating Dublin's 2013 All-Ireland win with his son Jamie and brother Bernard

know some players have played both
at county level, like Conal Keeney,
who played football and then moved
to hurling.”

T

his choice evidently proved the
right one for Alan, as he won
All-Stars in both 2006 and 2007 for
his performances in the half-forward
line. He then went on to be named
the captain of the 2008 Dublin senior
football team.
2011 was a brilliant year for the
Dublin player as it saw the county
ZLQWKHLUÀUVW$OO,UHODQG&KDPSLRQ
ship in sixteen years. Commenting
on the boys in blue’s success, Alan
said that “there was a great sense of
relief in 2011 as it had been so long
since we had won it. The older lads
in the panel hadn’t won one yet so it
was great to see that happen.”
To top off an amazing year for
Brogan, he went on to win a third
All-Star for Dublin and GPA All-Star

“

There was a
great sense of
relief in 2011 –
it had been a so
long since we
had won it

“This year was quite a frustrating
time for me as I was injured for a lot
of the season. But I am back training
now and am looking forward to next
year,” he said.
%URJDQLVTXLWHDQLQÁXHQWLDOSOD\HU
for the younger members of the
Dublin panel. When Dublin reached
the All-Ireland Final in 2013, Brogan
offered the younger players some
words of wisdom.
“I just told them that it was important for them to play the match with
SDFHDQGZLWKWKHFRQÀGHQFHWKH\
normally had when they played.”
He also “made sure they knew that
they were not to put undue pressure
on themselves before the game
began.”
Whether Alan Brogan plays for
'XEOLQIRUÀYHPRUH\HDUVRUÀYH
more months, he has made his mark
on Dublin GAA history. He will
forever be known as one of Dublin’s
greats.

”    

Footballer of the Year.
However, in 2013 Brogan faced
a huge number of injuries, which
hampered his season.

DIT  turn  focus  to  Sigerson  after  O'Byrne  cup  exit
Liam Kennedy
SPORTS REPORTER

DIT’s senior footballers are preparing for the 2014 Sigerson Cup after
being eliminated from the O’Byrne
Cup at the end of the group stage.
The competition came to an end for
DIT after they recorded only one win
in three group games.
They lost 4-11 to 1-14 in the open-

ing game to eventual Group C winners Meath. Then they were narrowly beaten by Wicklow in the second
game with a score of 1-21 to 3-12.
+RZHYHUWKHÀQDOJDPHPHDQWWKDW
the competition ended on a positive
note for DIT as they beat IT Carlow
3-12 to 16 points.
7KH ÀQDO RI WKH 2·%\UQH &XS ZLOO
be contested by Kildare and Meath
after they beat UCD and DCU in the
VHPLÀQDOV

DIT manager Sean Fox was happy
with his team’s performances despite
their early exit from the cup: “We
were very pleased. We gave a decent
performance and we learned a lot
about the players.”
He added that the O’Byrne Cup is a
YHU\ GLIÀFXOW FXS WR ZLQ DV ´LW·V XQ
likely that the colleges will beat the
county teams”.
Despite not making it through
Group C, the competition served as a

great opportunity for DIT to get some
match practice ahead of the upcoming Sigerson Cup. DIT will be heading into the tournament as defending
FKDPSLRQVIRUWKHÀUVWWLPH
´:H·UH DV FRQÀGHQW DV ZH FDQ EH
we’re ready”, said Fox of his team’s
chances of retaining the cup this year.
However, he remains cautious as DIT
get ready to defend their title:
“You get one chance. You either
perform and win, or you don’t.”

GAA  battle:  
college  v  
county
RACHAEL
O'BRIEN
,QWKHUHZDVDVLJQLÀFDQWFRQ
troversy in the land of GAA after
managers in Ulster refused to allow
their players to play for their colleges
instead of their counties.
This ban was put in place during the
Dr McKenna Cup when players were
choosing to play for universities such
as Queen’s University Belfast, and
University of Ulster Jordanstown.
After much controversy, many believed that in 2014 things would be
different. However, on the 14th of
January, Jordanstown were forced to
withdraw from the McKenna Cup.
The college stated that through “a
combination of senior players involved in examinations … along with
DQXPEHURILQMXULHVDQGDVLJQLÀFDQW
number of players involved with
their counties,” they would be unable
to compete in the competition.
By conceding their game against Cavan, Jordanstown were forced to pull
out. However, they did state that the
college would be “participating in the
McKenna Cup fully again in 2015”.
In late 2012, Ulster Council President Aogan Farrell called on county
chairmen to make sure that college
WHDPVKDGÀUVWFDOORQVWXGHQWVSOD\
ing in the McKenna Cup.
Within a few days of this, Queen’s
University Belfast had to pull out of
the 2013 tournament.
The college released a statement:
"Participation at this stage would inYROYHWKHORVVRIDVLJQLÀFDQWQXPEHU
RI ÀUVW WHDP SOD\HUV WR FRXQWLHV DQG
added to injury and exam pressures,
we don't think anyone could expect
a university team to play at this level
without so many players.”
According to Paddy Power, Jordoanstown are the favourites the win
the Sigerson Cup this year. This is the
tournament that DIT won last year
and they currently stand as third favourites to win, behind DCU.
However, with Jordanstown pulling
out of the McKenna Cup, these odds
could change; it could be a blow to
their chances. The University will now
have fewer games played than some of
their opponents and will be forced to
train harder with fewer players.
This problem doesn’t seem to exist in other provinces, as seen when
Dublin played UCD and DIT. Star
players for the current All-Ireland
Champions, such as Paul Mannion,
Jack McCaffrey and Eoghan O’ Gara,
all represented their colleges.
The Sigerson Cup may be up for
DIT’s grab once more as players
IURP /HLQVWHU VHHP WR EH EHQHÀWLQJ
from their county managers allowing
them to play for their colleges. Unfortunately the same can’t be said for
Ulster’s young GAA stars.

