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Paper delivered on
6th, Nov., 1971.
This paper is an attempt to show the following;

(1)

(2)

That signifigant and widespread poverty exist at
present ‘n Dublin due to the shortage of adaquate

housing a* a price people cen afford,

That the sitvation is deteriorating rapidly and will
contirue o do so anluéﬁ dro~tic measures are taken,
That the Fianna Fail Government = unwilling to
Tace up to the problem for the following reasons;
(a) Their eccnomisz policy of attracting foreign
capital prevents them,

(b)' It would hur+v the vested interests within their
own party, and many of those outside it who support
them in power,

(¢) It would interfere with their use of patronage

E'.
as a means to maintain power.

How legisiation and the state machincsare used to
safeguard the interests of a wealthy elite against
the interests of the community.

The use of slum dwellings as a means to punish those
who try to buick the system,

How the grcﬁlem can be solved,

Lessons learned from the old D.H.A.C.

Tactical and organisational suggestions for

g revived D,1.A.C.
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shortage in Du

Statistics and on the spot surveys prove that the housing
situation in Dublin is far worse now than at the height of the
D.H.A.C. agitation in 1969, This is something which will be borne
out by anyone who has recently tried to rent or buy accommodation,
or is relying on th: Corporation to solve their housing needs,

In their white paper "Housing in the Seventics" the Govt.
estimated a need for 412,000 - 44,000 new houses per year up to
1970 ineressing to 15,000 - 17,000 per year by the rid seventies.

In an article reproduced in Buila mag;zine in Nov, 168
Michael Green, Housing and Economic Officer of the Federation
of Building Contractors estimated a need of 27,000 - 23,000 new
houses per yecar between 1968 and 41980,

Actual output of new dwellings for the last three years
averages at 13,450 per annum, Looked at in the light of the Govi.s
own gstimatus this level of output seems reasonable, Compared to
Mr, Greens it certainly is not, However one way or another factors
operate nationally and in Dublin which make the situation far worse
than these'fiqures would suggests These factors are;

(1) A steady increase in the overall population is

aggra¥ated in Publin by large scale mipgration frem
rural apd other urban arcas.

(2) A more rapid increase in the marriage rate than allowed

for, ‘

(3) Higher rate of demolition and conversion of living

sccommodation than allowed for,
At present indications are that these factors will continue to
operate, In addition the present unemployment situation in
Britain causes further problems, :

The present stock of houses in the country is exceptionally
old ( over half were built prior to 1918 ).

In 1966 L4% of Local Authority dwellings had more than one
family living in them, If anything things have got worse since then.

Recent Housing Surveys

Surveys carried out in Corporation dwellings, caravan sites,
and privately ow ned tenements in recent years clearly show the
sub-human standard of accommodation available, and the appallingly
high prices being charged, Two such surveys were carried out in
Benburb Street Flats by the Sean Ruiscail Cumainn of Sinn Fein,
and Voluntary Service International, Both revealed appalling
conditions, Likewisc surveys conducted by the D.H,A.C., at the
Portmarnock Caravan 8ite, and by the Labour Party in privately
owned tenements reveal further squalor and exploitation.
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s iz clearly shown in their booklets,
"Housing in ths Seventies" and "A House of Your Own' present
Govt. policy is to burden as many people as possible with the
risk and expense of Luying sheir own house from private builders,
This is g pelicy which isn't even cepted by the more advanced
and affluent ccuntriez in Western Furope, In Western Germany for
instancedonly 35% of dwellings are owner occuppied as against
60% in Ireland. How feasible is it for the average worker in
Dublin at the mounent to buy his own house. The cost of the average
house being built in Lublin to-day is £6,500, Assuming that a worker
is lucky encugh {0 find »ne involiving a total outlay of £5,000
( i.e. including stamp duty, solicitors fees etc.) and has

S
managed Lo save leposit of £1,000. and again assuming that he

can get a loan of £4,000 @ 10% interest he will pay £8:61 per week
for thirty five years before the house is paid for, By this time

he will have paid total of 14,469, In addition he will be paying
at least a further £6:50 per week for Rates, Ground Rent, Insurance,
and Repairs. Car the average. worker afford to pay over £15 a week
out of his wage packet and still have enough left for, fuel, light,

feod and eclothing. for his family?

Why Fianna Fail Cannot solve the Probl

in the last ten sears or s¢ Fianna Folils golicy has been.
to attract foreign copital into the countey to create industrial
expansion, This aas mean” giving grants and tax concessions to
foreign industrialis s on their termg.In Duulin this has resulted
in (1) the soaring price of building land and (2) Massive
demolition and conversion of living accommodation in the centre
of the city ( i.e. mainly working class areas). In the confliet
which arises between the needs of the commurnity for proper
housing, and foreign businese interests the community ccmes off
second best.

It is far more profitable to build oftf'ices in Dublin than
to build houses. Office space is now lefting at £2 per square ft,

and. developers are talking about breaking the £2:50 barrier.

52 8t. Stephens Green which recently came on the market 'as office
gpace 1s expected to rent for £90,000 per annum, It is not hard to
understand why the Green Property Co, weren't intérested when
families squatting in their property on the Green offered to pay

a reaschable rent.

Fiaina Pail are unctble to take ‘measures to ease the problem
because many of their moet :nfluentizl members and supporters

ity from the present situation. One recalls

the handsome profit mode by Mr; Charles Haughey in the sale of

his land and hls involvement along with Messrs., Boland and Gallagher

in Leinster Estntes proposed developement of



More recently there was the case where Mr. Sean Mc Entee on
appeal to the Minister for Local Government got planning
permission to use his land in the Leeson Street area for Office

developement contrary to zoning plans for this area. Party members

and their fricrds have nceess to draft developement plans which
can be worth thousands of pounds., In addition their is the power
which being in a position to grant favours, nnd pretending to

grant favours, brings. Patronage provides the simplest means of
retaining power, :

Lepgislation and the State Machine

Legislation, the police znd the courts,are used to protect
the interests of private property and the wealthy against the
recent example of this., Other such laws are the Rent Rest
Act 1960 ( Section 29. 1. g. ), and the Housing Act 1970.

Where legislation exis*s which could safegunrd the interests of the

interests of the community., The Foreciblc Entry Act provides a
rictions

community it operates nt the descretion of the lMinister for Local
Government. Examples of this are provided by the 1963 Planning
and Developement Act nnd the 1968 Housing Act.

In addition to this "legnl" coercion there is the illegal
violence =nd intimidation of the state opgninst those who
articulate the demands of the homecless., Bx moles of this are the
many instances where members of the D.Ho./.C, wore assaulted by
members of the Gnrdzi and then charged with assoulting their
attackers.

Slum Dwellings as Punishment

Accommodation such ns th-t provided by the Corporation at
Benburb Street is intentionally kept at sub-standard and sub-
human -level, In order to maintoin the system it is necessary to
punish people who either cannot pay or will not pay rent, It works
out cheaper than sending them to Jjnil and avoids the bad publicity
associated with leaving people living on the street, This policy
of punitive accommodation is o direct conscquence of placing the
main responsibility for the provision of houses in the hands of
private enterprise.

A Policy on Housing

Our policy on housing should be based on o reclistic
understanding of the problems, The housing problem, like many of
our other problems is o direct result of the economic sell-out
to Britain. Therfore it cinnot be completely solved without first
combatting British imperialism, Then the problem needs to be
tackled on n nationwide basis, A proper regional developement plon

based on o scientific nsscosment of ~vanilnble resources, giving




priority to the needs of the community ond not the needs of a

wealthy industrinl elite, is ne=zded. In the meantime o broadly
ssed moss oPgonisatior which will demand and cogitite for

adaquate housing ot rénsonoble cost is nesded, We should make
eritical examinatisn of the »1ld D.H.A.C. and learning from

our migtokes revive it or more solid basis
D.H.A.C. - Shortcomings

(1) It failed to involve those with housing problems to any

zreat extent.

(2) No formal membership lecding to drrmatie Tluctuations
in suopport,

(3) No attempt made to orgrinise on n regional basis, hecessary
in @ city the size of Dublin,

(4) No short term recliz.ble - ms which could be used ta give
encouragment tn supvorters.

(5) Chronic lack of funds.

6) Too closely anssociated with Sinn Fein, moinly due to
Gardiner Ploce being used as office and meet ng place.

(7) Lack of orgonisers with full-time comritment to housing.

(8) Directed ant o very limited section i,e. "homelesa",

(9) Ambivalent attitude to ol sguatting in Corporation
prooerty

(10) Pailure to get rank and file members of nffiliated

orgonisations involved in the work of the Committee,
(11) Toc much emph.

e}

is on easily orpaznised dramotic action to
the exclusion of difficult slogging at propogond: regseareh,
and orgenisatlionnl work

Hew D.H.A.C. - Sugpgostions

(1) Mzin objectives of ths LR 9 santion should be drawn up.
In ~ddition to the “ive ~im s ofthe D.H.A.C., other nims
should be included which would bronden the aoppeal of the
Committee and ~llew scope for 1lncal agitation for amenities
such as swimning pools, day nurseries, washeterias etec,

(2) Allinnces formed during the E.E.C. Campaien could be used

B

to form a basis for organisation in areas such as
Ballyfermnt, snd Ballymun.

(3) Membership should be formal with & nominal annual sub-
seription to help pay ©nr postage ete.

Finglas,

g

(4) Meetings =nd other activitiecs should concentrate more on
the probls irens and not always at the G.P.0. as has been

the cise up to now



(5)

(7)

(8)

(9)

Ideslly tl Committee snould hove its n central office
st ) Zin L L - - < Y
with telephone 1d permanent ly staffad,

Students should be w3ed to carry out surveys, "nd other
regsearch work such oz wns deone by the Resourees Study
Group on Mining,

EBvery effort should be made to build up files on those
involved in the exploitation in nll spheres of the housing
racket, All available irformation on the corruption and
patronage, ossoclnted with housing should be gathered.

Aim should be to congtontly =xpose the vested interest in
high places where it exists.
Great care should be taken not Lo olienate useful support

by engaging in octivity of o gimmlcy or- adventurist mature.
Where ﬁossib]; ralations with other established organisations
involved in housing should be carefully cultivated. '

Duplication of work should be aveided,

(40) Except in instances of blatant discrimination, sguatting in

Corporation property should not be supported,

(11) Until the orgonisntionsl strength of the Committee is built

up there should .be Mo campaign to engage in squatting in
private property. This does not mean that where it: occurred

sponteneously it should not be supported,




WUIL T HOUSING ACTION COLLITTITEE:

AN ANALYSIS. -
The lack of agitation and policy. as regards the situation regarding housing must be
unacceptable to Kepublicans in Dublin ce the collapse of thz DeHsA+Cse There has

been an increasd in speculative building, evictions and repressive legislation against
the homelesss This discussion must not be an atbampt to find scapeproatd and excuses
but to formulate'policies and tactics to renew the struggles

IInst of the pedple who are here tonight are a.ir: nf the Q“tl ritics of the DeHehoCo
The last stand of the Committec, * -+ you'would probably agrce, was Pembroke Road.
After this unhappy event the Committes dlSlnt grated and was left in the care of
Ma de Durce and Zernard Drown. At that tim ;XGﬁtS taking place in another part of
the country left a wacoum in Dublin which h&; ver quite been filled, There have
been seversl attempts to re-activate E;u‘?oﬁmitceh but all have failsds

The D.HiAoCe developed out of a neeg , the need for housings The Committce's
first duty was to orghnise people to agitatc for housing. This they did with re-
marksble success.’ At the height of the camnni'n the rovernment was seriously em=
barrassed and as far as the people were con 1y in the control of fJritish finene °
cial institutions, and native gombecnisme ’

The Committee at that staze, I feel, should have taken stock and organised at
local level to apply more prossured The people who directed the campaign at national
level wére consistently and constantly called 4o assist families and prevent‘evictions
etcey psally the function of supporting organisations. Was there a reluctance to
delegate responsibility to punpl of less expericnce or was there a lack of competent
people in local orgenisations?. .uis.situatibn was never rosolved -and as a result
people like Vairin,” Sean LJHLV, Eamonn Farrcll and _“ernard Jrown, ctcey, Were constantly
engaged in lighting what I would regard as riarguard actionse The cmphasis for the
future must be on the vrganisations at local level,

of The role of the papers and media in general had an effect on the policies and

activities nf the Committecee I remember tromerddous. coverago being given to all demos

end public meetings and the activities of the Committee gained support as a result.

As this coverage tepered off it had an cffect on the attendance at mectings ctces

The Committee, rcalising this, began to plan activitics in a pragmatic manner, reacting

to a situation rather than creal once Ihis activity took the form of sit ins and
“he

sit downs c¢tce, which kept the Committee in the public gyu but did not cngender much
public supporte These tactlics had the effect of the Committee being consistently
in confliect with the Gardai ofc., and being in a os1tlon where conflict . with

the Gardai became incvitable,

The State were only too :lad with this turn of ovents and prosecuted at every
opportunitys Thus, a lot of Gime was talken o ith court cascs ctcee The action had
been taken nff the strects and into the courts . sroment won hands downe
Exeamples of thesc actions werc the occupation of the :«P.0s ond of the Customs House
The Movement 1n dublin sul ‘cred;key persommel weorc constuntly obsent and we foiled %o
develop people to put in Ul We are recoverigg to a certain extonte

,]r "r".
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[

Should political nctivists and reveolutionaries plece themselves in o position
where they are isolated and unable to cngender support ond leave thomsclves to be
picked off by thc State whencver She State decides. I say nod If thoy do this they
will be destroycds

-ea
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