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5 RESULTS

As seen from the results on table | and 2 the resuits were appalling. For Phase 4 A and B, there was
a pass rate of only 10.5%. Given that two of the Questions are encountered in some form or other on
their Phase 4 Electric Science examination, we can see that there is a huge drop in standard in
mathematics ability. The same can be said of Phase 6, where the pass rate was a little better at
16.5%.

6 CONCLUSION

Clearly there is an urgent need to reintroduce mathematics as a core subject for Phase 4 and Phase 6
as soon as possible. | propose mathematics should be a core subject and coursework and problem
solving could be conducted on a home computer either individually or as a group. Indeed the actual
mathematics class should be held in a room where every student has access to a computer, where
MATHCAD and other aids could be used to optimum advantage. This would make the teaching of
mathematics much more exciting for the students. This involves a mixture of academic vocational
education training and paid employment where school studies, training and work all fit together

The mathematics course is discontinued for Electrical Apprentices in DIT Kevin Street but continues
as a core subject for apprentices in DIT Bolton Street. The apprentices also have to sit an exam at the
end of their course. This should be reintroduced to Kevin St as an immediate requirement.
Government to strengthen their mentoring and suppert for out of work apprentices and those at risk of
losing their apprenticeship. Create a higher quality education and training experience for apprentices
and employers to increase participation Develop and progressively implement a more seamless
apprenticeship, re-entry deferral and Support system All government infrastructure projects will aim to
secure at least 10% of the total contract labour hours be taken by apprentices
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