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Students' Union officers for 2000/2001

Overall
President

Aungier St

PRESIDENT: Peter Durning

PRESIDENT: Cathy Power DEPUTY PRESIDENT:
Ruth Alien

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:
Neil Cranin

Vinny Dooley

PRESIDENT: Marguerite
Fitzpatrickaa

Kevin Street

Mountjoy Square

PRESIDENT: Damien Fallon DEPUTY PRESIDENT:
Kellie Dalton

PRESIDENT: Nicky Lawlor DEPUr{ PRESIDENT:
Will Nelson

oxygen©+ DIT Independentgiveaway

here's how to win•••

3 hold on to the card, wait for the
magic email to tell you that you've
won

1. take the card inserted in this
newspaper to www.oxygen.ie
and enter the number

2. follow the game instructions
on screen

what, no card ?!!
if there is no card inserted between
the sheets of this publication, don't
fret· go to the site and register to get
your own number.

unison

Unison Internet Set Top Box

turn your telly into an
Internet access point

Win!
Esat Speakeasy �P�h�o�n�~

wIth £20worth of
calls

Win!

to celebrate the launch of oxygen, the definitive Irish student site,
we're giving away these toys to three unbelievably lucky students
at the Dublin Institutes of Technology.

LGMP3

LG mp3 player
now you can download
free internet music

Win!

se www.oxyger:.'e for f'Tl d cord ns - c 9

I competitions Ifea ure Iservices
clnd t re

Ithe ot
�o�x�y�g�e�n�~

want to get involved asa studentrep?go to www.Qxygen.ieorcontactbodies@oxygen.ie
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USI are planning to launch
a campaign to protect stu
dents from the danger of
the date rape drug
Rohypnol.

A recent USI national
council meeting heard that
more than thirty women in
the Republic claimed to
have fallen victim to the
drug in the last year.

Cian 0 Callaghan, USI
Welfare Officer, said 'we
are in the process of draw
ing up a Safety on Campus
Campaign to highlight the
many ways in which stu
dents are vulnerable and to
encourage them to take
the necessary steps to
avoid dangers.•

A number of cases were
also mentioned by repre
sentatives from Queen's
University, Belfast, who
said that a number of stu
dents were raped when
their drinks were spiked
with Rohypnol.

Rohypnol produces seda
tive effects, including
amnesia and muscle relax
ation.

Traces of the drug pass
through the system in a
matter of hours, making it
difficult to detect.

Anyone who suspects
they might have been a vic
tim of such a rape are
advised to be tested imme
diately.

USI Date
Rape
campaign
By Ciara O'Brien

The flf t part of the selec
tion process took place in the
Bolton St., Kevin St., and
Cathal Brugha Street cam
puses.

Two students from each
college were chosen to go on
for the final interview.

The second round of inter
views were conducted by the
Faculty of Science and The
Royal Dublin Society.

cetheSu 11

c86r~LO=l)
alla(!l]~&

For a free Brochure and
Application for either

Program, please contad:
WEUSAlCCUSA,

41 Wellington Quay, Dublin 2
Phone: (01) 679 3735 Email:

75173.2353@compuserve.com

200 delegates from all over
the world.

This is the second year in a
row that a student from
Bolton Street has won the
prize.

DIT was represented last
year by Sam Jackson.
Entrants included first year
students from a number of
different science subjects in
DIT.

Student to represent DIT in London
Alan Nugent, an engineer
from Bolton Street is to rep
resent DIT at the London
International Youth Science
Forum this July.

Alan was chosen from a
group of 20 students to attend
the forum. The trip entails
attending scientific lectures,
visiting institutions and par
taking in a scientific social
programme with the other

OIT libraries are now avail
able for reference use by all
alumni. A new scheme by
the library will also make it
possible for former Oit stu
dents to use the library as an
external member for a
reduced annual fee. External
members can at the moment
use the library facilities for a
£50 per year fee, however
OIT alumni will be able to
avail of full borrowing facili
ties for £35.

Directors
write book
on college
history
OR MATT Hussey, (director,
Faculty of Science) Joe
Hegarty (Head, School of
Hotel and Catering
Operations) and Tom Duff
(Academic Registrar) have
collaborated in writing a
book on the history of OIT.
The book chronicles the
development from it 19th
century beginnings through
the enactment of the OIT Act
in 1992 and on to its 21st
century profile. The Story of
OIT 2000 is due to be pub
lished shortly in hardback by
Blackhall Publishing and will
cost £25.

Library ser
vices for
alamni
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It is the policy of the OIT Independent to correct any inaccu
racies as soon as they occur. An corrections or clarifications will
~ printed in the next edition of the newspaper.lt is also the pol
ICy of the Oit Independent to offer the right of reply to any per
s~n ~ho feels aggrieved by comment or opinion contained
wlt~m. Please forward any such comments in writing to the
E?ltor. The views expressed do not necessarily reflect the poli
CIeS of the Students' Union.

The DIT Independent

Ground Floor, Oil Kevin Street, Dublin 8
Tel: 402 4636 Fax: 4783107 email: dit.independent@euro
fel.net
Editor Sarah McGovem Deputy Editor Margaret Donnel/y
Features Editor: Jenni Duggan.
Sports Editor: Samantha Rowntree.

And printed by The Meath Chronicle, Navan, Co Meath

Alas ,or maybe not, the end of the year is upon us.

Looking back over the year in the students' union, I do
believe it has been a successful year. Looking back, of course
we will all have complaints and an odd regret where we see
we could have done better. However overall I feel we have
made some significant advances this year.

The two OITSU publications were something I prioritised as
communication tools that I wanted to improve. Both the OIT
Independent and EDIT Magazine were completely revamped
to make them more attractive and also a more interesting
read. We took the decision this year to outsource both of the
publications to production companies and this has worked
very well on both a financial basis and also from a readership
side.

Also in the interest of better communication we started, and
will end the year with a Blast Campaign on what the
Students' Union does for you. This is to inform you of the ser
vices we provide, which some are unaware of.

Money is obviously of critical importance to the union in
order to provide proper services to you the students.This year
we were more successful than ever in attracting sponsorship
from various companies. In total this year advertising and
sponsorship was nearly four times greater than any previous
year. In addition to this through negotiations with manage
ment at the start of the year we managed to increase our
capitation income by £60,000. All of this money was and is
being used to provide you with better services.

In order to monitor how the union was performing in the
various sites, and on an overall basis, we conducted various
surveys throughout the year, on do you know who your SU
executive are? how do you rate their performance, what you
thought of ents during the year etc. These surveys were car
ried out at four seperate intervals during the year and a
major attitude survey was also carried out.

The feedback received from the students was then acted
upon so that the union was constantly trying to improve. It
can sometimes be easy for the elected officers to get so busy
in their day-to-day work that they can lose touch and I feel
these surveys conducted by an independent company are a
crucial barometer of performance for the officers. Their con
fidentiality allows you to give your true opinions without any
worry about recriminations and they allow us to pinpoint
problems and act upon them.

A number of welfare campaigns were carried out in all cam
puses these included alcohol awareness ,drugs, tenants
rights, sexually transmitted diseases and other health issues. I
hope you found these useful and if their are any other you
think we should run let us know.

Our biggest overall campaign of the year was the campaign
for Grangegorman. This included writing letters to all TOs in
the country, having questions raised in the Oail and other
lobbying. We also ran information campaigns to highlight
the issue both in the press and internally in OIT. It paid off
however and I was very proud when the Taoiseach
announced that the 65 acre site was being granted to DIT.

On the education side we improved our levels of representa
tion and our quality asessment of lecturers campaign has
kept pressure on the OIl. We hope it will come to fruition,
although not everyone is happy about it!

It has been a good year for entertainments with bigger and
better events being held in every college in the OIT and every
college having weekly entertainments. This year also saw
more free and subsidised events being provided.

The culmination of all the entertainments for the year had
to be the RAG Ball in the Point Depot which was a major
success and was enjoyed by the majority of those who
attended. OITSU are the only students' union in the country
~ith the capability of organising such an event and I think it
IS something we should be proud of.

The achievement is even more obvious when you realise
that the week after we held our RAG Ball in the Point where
tickets were only £10, Trinity held a ball in planet Murphys
and charged over £12 for tickets.

I've enjoyed my three years in the students' union and I'm
sad to say goodbye but for me anyway its time to move on.
So Goodbye, and of course best of luck in the exams. Thanks
Sarah McGovern......................................................................................................................


