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DRUMALEE

When Dublin Corporation laid out their housing
development at Drumalee, on the North Circular Road,
the terraced housing blocks were retained, but the
massing of the individual blocks was varied by the use
of stepped front building lines (Fig.10). In addition, the
blocks were clustered around car-parking bays that
provided access to the rear of the houses. In addition,
the road network was supplemented by a system of
pedestrian passageways that linked the clusters
together. The roadway followed a curved circuit around
the housing blocks and outside of this a continuous belt
of landscaping was laid out. The use of two and single
storey blocks also articulated the massing of the
housing — a feature that was enhanced by eliminating

front boundary walls and incorporating open-aspect |

front gardens. In other words, no front garden boundary
walls were used.

Figure 10. Drumalee, Dublin

RATHSALLAGH PARK

The Corporation of Dun Laoghaire adopted a
particularly bold approach to the integration of layout
and landscape when they laid out Rathsallagh Park,
Killiney in the nineteen seventies. This consisted of
three concentric elements: a central open landscaped
area surrounded by housing, outside of which lay an
outer perimeter band of landscaping — the entire fitted
into a rectangular site (Fig.11). The road network
followed the conventional Marino principal and
consisted of a grid of curved linear streets, many of

which terminated in cul-de-sacs. The layout of the |

houses was also conventional and consisted of long
blocks of terraced houses laid out parallel to the road
lines.

The outstanding feature of the development was,
however, the way in which the public open spaces and
the housing was integrated. The central space was by
far the largest landscaped area and from this three
narrower spaces extended outwards - two following the
edge of the main distribution roads. These links
provided access to the perimeter open space both
physically and visually. In addition, all of the open
spaces were linked by a system of interconnecting
paths which, in turn, linked up with a continuous

perimeter path that encircled the site. So skilfully was }
the arrangement of the open spaces and the housing |

blocks that virtually every house in the development
had an un-interrupted view of at least one section of
landscaped open space.
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Figure 11. Rathsallagh Park, Dun Laoghaire
CONCLUSION

The twentieth century was a period of large-scale
municipal housing development in Ireland, during which
time individual- housing projects were completed in
virtually every urban area in the country. The layouts
used were initially elementary in their design, with basic
grid street patterns, long uniform terraces of houses,
and limited landscape and open space. In the last
quarter of the century, more considered approaches to
layout-design were initiated and this resulted in more
imaginative layouts, increased spatial qualities and
integrated landscape features. The overall impact of
these developments on Irish urbanisation was
considerable, particularly in the larger centres, where
these new suburban housing projects helped to push
city and town boundaries outwards, further and further.
This urban expansion was of course also heavily
influenced by the forces of extensive private house-
building activities - forces and activities that will be
considered in the next paper in this series.

Pat Dargan
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