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DIT

snubbed by

universities

By Maura Fay
NT HAS BEEN left our ta
the cold By the new lrish
Umversities  Associittion

LTLEA
The newly formed TUA
evlved out of the aold

Conberence of Hemds of Trivh
Univerniies  Associnlion
{CHIUY

Despite being & member of
the Eurepenn Universities
Aszocintion, DIT wan nod
invited 1o pein e IUIA

"Membersliip  of  ihe
Europenn Liniversitios
Asmaetation i mech boader
N berms of tse Enstibsbon
that can join,” said Michasi
MeGrath, Ddiector of the
A, "Membenhip of the
I8 A b comifined 1o the heads
of the sewven lrish universi-
ties recogmscyd under the
lrish Ulniversities Act 1007 "

ENT ds the onby institate of
technology in [relond which

i member of the European
Universities Associntion. It
hos Gesn a membér aince
Innanry 2004,

A spokiespermon for. DI
anad: "My feeling b= that we
nre nof conoermod. We B
nt o member mnd we gre ool
luking to be o -member™

Mr MeGmith sdded that
“the old CHIU supporied
DN epplication for mem-
besship of the  Ewropein
L niversities Awmociation ®

Hob Copyrins, DIT studen
uhion predident, waid; TWe
are more lidoe # univernty
ihay seiie sniversibdes in
Lredosed i fermas of size und
the range of courses offered
DIT diould be making more
of o effor o afisin wover-
sy Rk

"Wislerford IT is pmking a
bag push &t the morme
They hnve the whole of the
soutly shar backtig them.*

Speaking on the Buropean

Liniversities Ansociniion
report evalusting DIT, dee to
be published shortly, be nmd
"Thoy wero viery impesscd
by the efion of the eollepe o
angin o higher level of gual-
ity ol courses offerad,”

The TU'A council members
whe the - Provedt of  Triniky
College and the presidents of
DCD, UCC, RO Calway,
NUT Muaymooth, Univeniy
af Lemerick and DELL

The. psanciation fecentfy
aithmitied Fopeals o the
Chivvemmumen proouming rmik-
cal reform in exchange for
increased funding. The -
veriitics -pay - under-funding
has heey wlloweéd reach “ens
s levels

The TUA ®m noled s a
powerfi] lobly group nmd
this |slesi propossl sy o
pirod chance of securing
eatrn funding (v unibversi-
tien

Print, Diestgn &
; I"hnint.u-pttlg Harewii

T YT ST
iAtamtepen  —F e 1 -
T S BT BT
T I=T TN ECIE B
T T T T .
T T Tl R B
Prisiiog 8 A3 bvitstios bn Gotame | dosson | i |

"*1 LT T T e e e

T O [Tl T BT ...,___._-_

Professio

——— =
i

I .
I C——
f i

Satanin Centre, Nasnau Sireel. Dublin 2
Fax: @§T00800 - wwwe ropails le -

Honds,

Phomne: 8790117 - InfodBrende e




.

This orDSEioN & open 1 §ofve Bl perr S et Bk of Paind

i poocu fealdan ol Tha

v 0o B e B 0000, T ad cormiore, spply S o8 PEFG B AUt Dy the Finonas

Fagintor

November - Decermber 2005

IHERNCON

Rent Book
worth a look

By Laura Donnelly

UMSURE of your nghts us a
tenanlT Would you ko
who (o talk to about 2 dis-
pute with your landlord? Stu-
dents will no longer have to
pay over the odds to live in
sub-standard housing, thanks
to a new "Rent Book" re-
cently launched by the
Union of Students in Ireland
(ush.

The book is aimed at pro-
viding students with infor-
mation about tenant's rights,
and contains information on
tenancy apreements, health
and safety requirements, and
information about how to
make a complaint about a
landlord. There is also an
easy to follow checklist for
students to complete before
signing a lease, and a rent
payment record, which al-
lows students and landlords
to keep track of the amount
paid and any money out-
standing.

The book also aims to help
students with regular day-to-
day issues such as rent re-
views, deposits, privacy, an-
ti-social behaviour, mainte-
nance and repairs, disputes,
and the amount of notice to
be given. There is also a list

dents continue to be one of
the most exploited groups in
the accommodation market,
“The lnunch of the "USI

Rent Buook’ is in response to
issues that | and Welfare Of-
ficers in colleges across the
country are dealing with
every day as students strug-

nffects the economy as a
whole as students are forced
into the private market and
this consequently drives up
rental prices for the rest of
the market."

DIT Student Nuata Dowl-
ing saws shie is nod fully
gware of hir rights 8a o ten-

“students are one of
the most exploited
groups in the accommo-
dation
market”

gle 1o find affordable accom-
modation. Many are unaware
of their rights as tenants and
in some cases do not have
any sort of written agree-
ment with their landlord. The
Rent Book clearly oullines
students” rights as tenants
and informs students who to
contact if they are experienc-
ing problems.”

USI President Tony Mc-
Donnell says the lack of on-
campus accommodation in
Ireland is the root of the

“the Rent Book
clearly
outlines
students’ rights”

of organisations to contact
should you encounter prob-
lems with housing, such as
Threshold, USI, and the Na-
tionat Safety Council.
According to Tom Lowth,
USI Welfare Officer, stu-

problem. "Ireland lags be-
hind the rest of Eurape in the
amount of on-campus ac-
commeodation available to
students. The lack of on-
campus accommodation isn't
just an issue for stmdents, but

ant, and as yet has not re-
ceived a copy of the US]
Rent Book. Although Nuala
has not encountered any
problems with her landlord,
a previous flatmate had trou-
ble recouping rent relief
which she was entitled to, as
the landlord would not give
her his details, which indi-
cates hte is not registered
with the Private Residential
Tenancies Board (PRTB). If
this is the case, tenants are
still entitled to contact the
PRTB for advice, but the
landlord is liable to be fined
for breaking the law.

In relation to on-campus
accomrodation, Nuala said
"I get value for money with
the house I live in at the mo-
ment, but | would definitely
live on campus if it was
available.”

The USI Rent Book is avail-
able from your Students
Union free of charge, and
can aiso be downloaded
from the UST website,
WWW.LSi.fe
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DIT, probably the

best IT in Ireland

DIT fimished top of the
IT charts for the fourth
year running in the annu-
al Sunday Times
University League Table.

The college came in eighth
overall, just trailing NUI
Maynooth and ahead of Dun
Luoghaire Institute of Art and
Design. f

Scoring well in some arcas.
DIT was slammed for its
research efficiency, scoring a
measly 10, while NUI
Maynooth kicked uss with a
whoppicg 0. Owemall DIT
scored 465 and there were oo
surprises at the top as Trinity
took its place as the highest
ranked college with a mag-
nificent 607,

Facilities at gur six main
campuses werc imiginatively

one by in the college stakes? Mo
1ident bar? -*'Z wiihm library
t;:f mx? Qfar&-. ou just plain sick of those blisters?...after all
,;__;“ itainawful}ongway

g you'd gone

‘the lack

to walk around.
her ITs are way more shoddy than

=mnlahnn we need as we stagger down the

. ‘-au prices for our pints. '

T " League Table to see how we're dnmg

diescribed by |I:m SLmd.:y
Times = “relatively good”,
but "thuse in the many small-

section of l:|!|B DIT wehme;
"Construction of the 262 mil-
lion eurc project is estimated

& Centres  arg to begin in 2003".
poor'. No news C Y While a recent
there then. F ac?|1tles_ staff buolletin savs
It :!vas a;'so were 1magi- .if ;1-1 I;capr.'r_.] I!t_!
S Bremigr EmtvelZ ulE LR
arc on the way, descrlbed by grescncc onsite”
ith en- 2006.
trallsodt 5-ace the Sunday ™ s{;?tc of these
campus in Times as "rel- vagve promises,
Grangegorman. . ir the site is still no
All of the insti- ahvely gOOd more than a field
tute's facultics and it is unlikely

will move there within the
next four to eight years."
However, in true DIT style,
the constant delays have
meant that work hasn't even
started yet. According to the
wonderfully up-to-date news

Good

Cdse

of

wind in
Dundalk

By Maura Fay

DUNDALK Institute  of
Technelogy is the proud
owner of Ireland’s first urban
wind turbine.

Some observers have sug-
gested that the decision to
switch to wind power came
after the college had difficul-
ty in sourcing green dicse! for
the college’s heating syitem.

Recent  Customs  and
Excise operations  have
cracked down significantly

on illegal cross-border fuel
smuggling. Over 30,000
titres of laundered diesel
have been seired in the north-
east region so fur thin year,

DKIT Student Unton presi-
dent Niall Callery rubbished
the allegations saying: "We
can get green diesel if we
need it".

The on-campus rurbme will
provide half of the institute's
energy needs and allow stu-

that any of us curresnt sio-
dexits will ever see the wun-
ders of Granpegorman for
ourselves,

Back to the league table
and commincrations go out to
the catchily-pamed DKIT

{not to be confused with a
clothing label) or Dundalk
Institute of Technology, who
finished rock bottom of the
beague tnble with jusi 3949,
Oy, 2800% of DEIT hosowrs

students achieved a first or a
2:1, the Jowest percentage in
any university or IT.

By Maura Fay and Katie
Teehan

Wind turbine at Dundalk Institute of Technotogy

dents to gain direct experi-
ence of wind-power technol-
ogy.

The 1.1m euro turbine was
bailt as part of the institute's
Centre  for Renewable
Energy. Manager of the cen-
tre, Dr Larry Standt, says the
turbine project will pay for
itself in eight years.

The turbine tower is 85m
tall and the turbine blades are
25m long. "It's clus= It looks

brilliant™ says DKIT account-
ing student Musia Fiim.

The turbine wus finally
switched on last week by
Minister for Foreign Al
and proud Dundalkin,
Dermot Ahern. The swtch-
ing-on of the turbine was
delayed by a momih nfier 2
transformer which wus sup-
plied as part of the tirhine
was the incorrect size. It was
only a 110 voltage and 220

vilinge was required.

Ray Byrne, a researcher in
reitewable eperpy in DKIT,
said: "We specified the size
transformer we pecded but
we were still sent the wrong
one."

Not unly is the erection the
laspes) structure in Dundalk,
it 15 also the largest on any
college campis in the world.

News 3

Over to
you...

So what do you,
the students think
of this great col-
lege of ous?
Maura Fay and
Cillian O
Conchuir trawled
the corridors to
find out your
views

Q: Do you think
DIT is the best
institute of tech-
nology in Ireland?

“I've only been here a few
weeks but it sceus pretty
cool. Half of the lecturers
are pretty crap but the other
half are really good.”

Gary Kinsella, Masters
in Strategic
Management

"Yes. 1 love my lecturers.
The facilities are crap. The
social life ts crap. Java City
has a monopoly here.
Everything else is grent”

Marie Lyons, 4th Year
Marketing

"Yeah, | think ir's fabulous
Kewin 51 is a bit run down
but on a whole it's good."

Courtney Greene, 3rd
Year Forensgics and
Environmental Science

"o, The computess don'i

wirk  properly.  Printers
never wark. Programs aren’t
m=talled properly #0. i
wrecks the work vou've
done."

Jonathan Meaie
Year Computer

 2nd
fence
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News4

Hurricane

wreaks havoc

By Lois Owen
North American
Correspondent

HURRICANE Stan crashed
into the Mexican coast on the
4th of October, the aftermath
leaving storms, which dis-
persed throughout Central
America. The storms brought
thrashing rains that threw the
riverbanks, lakes, and moun-
tain sides into scenes of de-
struction.

As a result of the heavy
rainfall, severe flooding oc-
curred on the rivers. Mean-
while, sudden landslides
swept the hilisides forcing the
inhabitants to flee.

Many of the swiftly devas-
tated areas have been de-
clared mass gravesites. Partic-
ularly in Guatemala, families,
homes and entire villages
have been buried by the mud-
slides without waming.

Many of the recent natural
disasters throughout the
world have made a point of
devastating the poor.

The landskides in Guatemala
have outdone themselves in
this regard. In fact, if there
were an Olympic contest to
determine which natural dis-
aster has provided the most
concenirated amount of de-
struction for the poor, the
Guatemalan landslides might
well come out with a gold
medal.

Unfortunately, the land-
slides themselves aren't the
only source of blame. The
simple fact that there are so
many poor people in
Guatemala who are living in
vulnerable, hazardous areas,

is a huge contributor.
Guatemala has an extreme
class division.

The wealthiest 10 per cent
of the population receives al-
most half of the country's en-
tire income, while an estimat-
ed 75 per cent of the country
lives below the poverty line.
This is a social situation that
forces many of the poor into
dangerous living conditions
on the sides of mountains and
edges of rivers. These loca-
tions are incidentally, perfect
targets for a devastating tand-
slide.

There is also a raciat ele-
ment contributing to the exis-
tence of such extreme pover-
ty. Guaternala has an excep-
tionally large Mayan-Indian
population. The indigenous
mnhabitants of the more rural
areas are often ignored in the
country's quest for develop-
ment.

A decling 1n demnnd for
coffee, the country’'s main ex-
port, has drastically reduced
employment for the Mayan
cofiee-pickers.

The mudslides may be a
mixed blessing for the poorer
Guatemalans in that they
have given the Mayan popu-
lation a lot of attention from
the outside world. Many in-
ternational humanitarian
groups have undertaken relicf
efforts, but there is still a feel-
ing of neglect expressed by
the victims.

Many have complained that
the President Oscar Berger's
appearance in Panjab could
have come sooner than a
week after the actual mud-
glides. If it was due to negli-

gence, this tardiness on the
president's part mierely illus-
traics the general attitude of
the Guatemalan government
towards the Mayan popula-
tion and their needs.

The victims of the disaster
are certainly entitled to a
sense of injustice. They are
victims not only of the
treachery of nature, but the
trenchery and desertion of
their fellow countryman.

No amount of humaiiiarian

aid will permanently solve
the problems that the mud-
stides have brought to the
surface. The solution comes
from within.

1t will take a transformation
on the part of the Guatemalan
government and all levels of
CGuatemalan society to right
the wrongs that have always
existed, but have only been
aggravated by the recent
disasters.

UCD religious nut's
golden handshake

By Maura Fay

A UCLY lecturer invislipated
for using her position & pro-
mote extreme Catholic be-
liefs has received a payoff of
just under 100,000¢euro.

The carly retirement seftle-
ment was approved by the
UCD Governing board last
week following Geraldine
O'Connor's retirement on
grounds of ill-heaith.

UCD goder an investigation
after it was alleged that Ms

O'Cannor toli stusbenis it wiis
obligmtury to atlend Opus Dei
events In ordir 10 [HSs exnms
Opus Dei ham heen criticised
as # fundamental Catholic

March whien seconid year ra-
diography students withdrow
from Ms O'Connor's lectures
in protest, after which shc
took sick leave.

“you won't get a first
unless you believe”

“sect” which promotes a fas-
cist ideology and is intolerant
of other religions.

Events came to a head last

Comnplaints made by the
students inciude the allega~
tion that the lecturer said
"you won't get a first unless

you believe” in life after
dcith.

As well as an carly rotine-
ment settlement of 96,33%¢u-
ro, Ms O'Connor will also re-
ceive an enhanced pension of
32,113curo a year. She taught
in UCD for over 26 years.

UCD Student Union presi-
dent James Carroll was reluc-
tant to comment on the set-
tlement that Ms ('Connor re-
ceived, but did say it was a
"disgrace that she received

that 'golden handshake™.

USI Congress
to tackle

cracks in the

Constitution

By Maura Fay

A special congress of the
Unions of Students in Ireland
(USI) is to be held on Satur-
day, 26 November.

The purpese of the con-
gress is to debate the contro-
versial proposed amend-
ments to the USI Constitu-
tion.

The proposed amendments
include changing "Disability
Rights Officer" to "Officer
for Students with Disabili-
ties"; changing the LGBT
Officer from a full-time to a
part-time posiiion; and the
abolition of the post of
Deputy President.

The new proposed USI
Constitution is notably simi-
lar to the one that was de-
feated at National Congress
last April.

The proposed chunges,
which required a two-thirds
majority to be adopted, were
defeated by a single vote. It
later emerged that two of the
voting delegates from Let-
tetkenny IT, who voted
against the motion, were not
catitled 10 a vote,

Most colieges opted 10
block vote with TCD and
LUCD the most vocifersias

US1 President Tony
McDonnell will have a
difficult task in
persuading student
union delegates to
accept ihe proposed
constitutional
amendments.

USI in
recent times
has been
criticised as
a "mute
union for

careerist
hacks"

abjectors to the motion. They
are expected to again oppose
the constitutional changes.

Following the failure of the
motion in April, DITSU gov-
erning council voted io not
pay any membership fees
amounting to 66,000euro to
USI and change from full
member to associate member
unless they implemented
constitutional reform.

USI in recent times has
been criticised as a "mute
union for carcerist hacks”.
BDeep divisions  between
member unions have ren-
dered UIST virtually ineffoc
twve. NUIE Galway and UCC
are considering disassociat-
ing from USI.

DITSU President Bob Cop-
rins says DIT will not be
block voting i the upeoming
conpgress, "There = 4 [ot
mure invalvement i the con-
shifubional  TEView  group.
Everyone had the opportuni-
ty to have an input. On a
whale, it [the proposed con-
stitution] is a lot better," he
sl

DITSU is entitled to send
26 deleguies and anybody
interested in being a dele-
gale is invited to email their
detnils  te  administra-
tor{@ditsu.ie before the 16
November.
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Above: Mario Rosenstock gets his picture taken with an over
enthuasiastic José Mourinho

News 5

From the fields of Glenroe to Chelski's field of dreams, Mario Rosenstock (the voice of Gift Grub) has achieved
legendary status. As luck would have it, he was edged out of law in Trinity, on random selection, and in its' place
studied Economics and Politics. He then got involved in the Players Drama Society, but he could easily have
been a solicitor in one of the recent drawn out Tribunals instead of being the Voice of Radio Fiction.

By Cillian O Conchuir

He first came onto our
screens as Dr. Hanlon in
RTE's Glenroe, but as he tired
of saying, "Anocther pint there
Teasy," he began 'Gift Grub’
on Today FM in May 1999.
Since then, the show has
evolved into ome of the
biggest shows on Irish radio.
It has taken household naines
ity sport, entertainment, poli-
tica nd business, and crostied
a world which kas humanized
celobrities and which has fas-
cinnted the poblic,

So, where did his ability to
impersonate celebrities
begin? "When I was a kid,
myself and my brotlier used
10 put on a panlunine based
on our parents und aunties. It
used 10 mortify them."
However, what started off s
a simple idea, and Bertie, has
growit bevond his wildest
expectations, each characrer
sarving an o token of his cre-
ativity.

After bringing Roy to our
radios, it wos fitting that he
should land the part of Keano
in the hit musical, 'I, Keano.'
"I really thought I could bring
this role 1o ihic stage and it
was reatly fun to do." The
cast mcluded Aprés Match
duo Risteard Cooper and
Gary Cooke and Mario was
full of praise fir them both.

"Risteard is one of the most
professional and talented
actors. lle is probably the
best impressionist I have ever
met. Gary was great fun and
he owns that Dunphy charac-
ter.” Each cast member
brought an element of under-
standing to their role and if
Channel 4's proposed TV ver-
sion goes ahead, they could
do worse to bring them back.

But, it i as Chelsea boss
Jose Muourinho, that Mario
hiny become more widely
kinown. The BBC and other
Hritish radio stations have
aired the Mourinho songs,
increasing the Irizhman's
chaiees of exfensive cover-
age throughout Hritaln

As Muourinho's side reigns
sipreimie ot the summit of the
Premicrahip, 'the special one'
is cying ap the prespect of
being #1 in the Hritish charts
thin Cliristmas. Mario has
transfoimmed Aretha
Frunkfin's ‘Say A Little
Prayer For You' into 'Sign A
Little Player Or Two,' and the
hit song from the musical
Joaeph into Tosd And His
Amazing Techuicolor
Overcoat, bolh of whom
havis been approved by José
Mouerinho.

Sumed by Mano's mierpre-
tion of the Chelsea hiss,
Abramovich had him flown
1o London. "I was interested

that Mouwrmho should be so
tickled by it. I was even more
surprised that he felt com-
pelled to invite me over to
Chelsea," remarked the tal-
ented Liverpool fan. "The
fact that 1 am a Liverpool fan,
I felt a bit like a cheat going
over o Chelsea.”

tHis remarkable comical
nature shines through when

£4

star, billions.* In stark con-
trast the [astmng memories are
quite differenl. "The 2 litre
plastic bottles of coke on the
hotel tables, which was so
wnusuzl to see and these guys
being sent to bed at ten past
nine in the evening with their
playstations.

After dining with the
Chelsea team, he conducted a

When 1 was 9 kid,

myself and my brother
used to put on 2

pantomime based on

our parents md gumn-

tie's. It used to

V44

mortify them.

speaking about the irip to
Chelsea and José Mourinho.
"I expiected it to be much
more flash. You know,
Chelsen, Abramovich, five-

press conference. "I walked
in with my Armani evercoat
and chewing gum. 1 had
questions in the audicnce
which | organized that they

would ask me and | respond-
ed as José Moderinhe "

He spoke with José and his
staff for the best pant of 30
minutes, So what is 'the spe-
cial one’ like? "He was exact-
ly [ike he is on TV. He's fas-
cinating, he loves a laugh,
he's up for the crack and
doesn’t mind the piss been
taken out of him. His sense of
humour is  underrated.
Humour makes a big impact
on people's lives and that is
maybe why they brought me
over."

"He is a hresth of fresh air,
not only in Miemiership foot-
ball, bt in world foothall, He
is candul, he's struighl, he's
fresh, he's wrrogant, and hic's
unapologetically cocky. He
gives cocky a good name. He
is just a very dramatic and
interesting character, It wus
the some effect to meet him
and to micel o movie star.”

Well, witli the weekend
over it was back to the lan
Dempsey Breakfast Show
and Gift Grub, the siccess of
which is demonstrmed in the
Gift Grub altumm sales.

As for his {svorite peison-
ality to impersonme! “From a
bumour polmt of wview it is
Ronan, while the character 1
have mnst affection for from
Gttt Cirub is Roy. He epito-
mires what the show is about,
in terms of the famous person

I took, and muute the charac-
ter my own, He belongs in
Gift Grub and he is more Roy
on Gift Grub then he is the
real Roy."

So are there any new char-
acters coming to our air-
waves. "In football terms I
was looking at doimg an
itmpersonation  of Liam
Brady, which I was messing
around with in the office and
everyone was laughing at it
borame ii's a bit weird. We
will sec how the Irish manag-
ei's job goes and Des Lynham
has mken over Coumidown,
s [']] think about doing him."

Ho, what next for Mario?
Chelsea want him to perform
at their centenury dinner in
London, while it seens be
has fuirly mindest aspirations.
“My ambition would be to
¥et more work in Britain,
ultimately resulting in an
album rpelended in Hritain
miaybe next vear" His eaper-
ly awaited =ixth Gift Crub
album, 'the specinl one,” is out
Movemhber 4th and if past
compiluiions are anything (o
go by, it seems Mario maght
have his album in Briiain
sooner then he thinks.

And what makes Gilt Grub
50 appealing “The cansisien-
cy, the topicality and the
freshnesa! Tt kind of comes
into their life for five minuies
every day and leaves ®



News 6

West draws
short straw 1n

Shell sham

Supporters rally for Rossport Five
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pDHERN CON

Arthur Sullivan examines the shortcomings of
our seemingly shoddy government

FIANNA Fail aren't rcnowned
for their upfront honesty. In-
deed you could probably say
they are the most deceptive
troop in the DAail. From the
days of Charlic Haughey's
mega corruption to the more
recent issues over the health
service and the Monica Leech
affair, if's always been colour-
ful.

And in the month that's in it,
the copious culogising after
the death of long-time rogue
Liam Lawlor is tiring and trri-
tating. Bertie Ahern scems to
have forgotten hig previois
public putdowns of Lawlor in
his description of the man as
an "engazing. witty und larger
than Iifie charneter®

Yei1 the issue on which our
government has escaped under
the radar is the lamentable im-
prisonment of the Kossport 5,
For those not up to speed with
the issue, here are the facts,
Shell, one of the largest oil and
gas ghiunts in the world are to
build a pipeline from the Cor-
rib Gras Field in Mayo and car-
ry is through the Skm pipe to a
refinery plant in north County
Mayo.

Thee ahiowld be no problem.
People need gas and Shell pro-
vide it. However, the gas in the
pipe is unireated. In other
words it is raw, potentially ex-

plosive gas, which would
wreak a trail of destruction
withun a radivs of on¢ mile
should the worst happen.

A pipeline carrying gas like
this has never been attempted
through an inhabited rczion in
the world before. Thus it's
quite easy to understind the
concems of the residents of the
tiny villaze of Rosspori, when
they learned that the pipe
would be slicing right through
their litlic world.

Shell intormed the landown-
% by arriving one day in 2001
and explatming  that there
would be a pipe puing through
their land and that their con-
senil would be appreciated.
When the landowners refused,
Shell disappeared. In 2003
they began work on the line
only to find the men and a
band of supporters relusing
them access.

Speed forward to June 2005
in the High Court, when Chicf
Justice Finnegan threw the
four male landowners into
Cloverhill prison along with
their friend and supporter
Michael O'Seighin.

And what is the role of the
politicians in all of this? The
men spent 94 davs in fail for
their protest and their futures
are still in the balance with fur-
ther  legal  ‘punishment'

pending.

Ahem was cver so vocal in
his support for the men,
lamented their imprisonment
and called for their release. Yei
his government were the very
ones who allowed Shell to dic-
tate 10 them. We still can't see
exactly what the government
granted Shell to do in Mayo
and we still don't know what
will happen to the men.

And it's not just Fianna Fail
whuse behaviour is question-
ubite, Enda Kenny, lcader of
Fine Gael and a Mayo T.D
supported Ahern on the issue
and spept the first day after
SUITIRST Tecess fatting them on
the back for the srong will dis-
played.

It's casy 10 see the protestors

as looking out for their own
Pl bidepesis in the face of
progress and chonge. - Ha this
is unreated raw gas which will
place the men and their fami-
lies at huge risk. Imagine tha
the people of Dublin wee 1he
guinea pigs iv this expeiirient,
Would their safety be sacri-
ficed for the sake of Shell's in-
terests? It's doubtful.
Here we have another case of
the people in the west being
treated like useless pawns, in
the government's playful love-
ins with corporute beasts lile
Shell.

Show me the money

By Kate White

SO you're a student, you're on the
poverty line and somebody offers
you free phone credit. What idiot
would say no? Banks will try any-
thing to win you over, to ture you in-
to their catalogue of clients and
more importantly, to manage your
millions when you're ail top-paid
accountants, journalists and engi-
neering graduates, Have you ever
seen the Bank of ireland ad where
the strong, assuring voice says,
“When you start making money, we
do too"? Most of us will never
change institutions after opening an
account, leaving these financial vul-
tures literally laughing all the way to
the bank. This foolproof summary
tells you exactly what's on offer,
aside from the gimmicks. It's im-
portant to consider your options be-
fore signing your pennies away.
And there are plenty of options.
You may not be even aware you
qualify for the student package,
available to any person enrolling or
engaged in a full-time third level
course, which lasts a minimum of
one year. Although the four main fi-
nancial institutions in Ireland offer
the same basic package, there are

some differences.

Firstly, let's pet the free-stuff out
of the way. Allied Irish Banks (AIB}

“AlB, BOI,
Ulster Bank
and
National Irish
Bank
give
students a
great deal”

will offer you S0curo call credit
when you open a Student Plus Ac-
count, but only after you use their
text top-up service twice and make
ten other transactions. Bank of Ire-
land (BOI), will give you discount
cards for 1op sports outlets, Elvery’s
and Maher's, as well as a ten per
cent discount for FV], the student

travel insurance specialists. They al-
so offer a fifty per cent discount off
your student travel card. In addition,
thirty [ucky winners, who open or
upgrade their account before No-
vember 20th and make at least six
transactions before this date, will
have 4000euro lodged straight into
their account.

When it comes to things that wili
really matter ia the long-term, AlB,
BOI, Ulster Bank and National Irish
Bank pive students a great deal. The
basic elements of these student
packapes are very similar. All four
offer free banking as standard. This
means you will not get charged 28
cent every time you withdraw cash.
They also all promise 24 hour phone
and internet banking. For a quick
overview of each banks student fa-
cilittes, check out our handy grid .

Whatever decision you make, with
books, rent, food, and a hectic social
life to fund, a bank account is vital
for your college years. All you need
is photo 1D and proof of address. So
call into your first choice today, be-
fore your money starts tumning into
alcohol.
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As the
independent
eclipses...a new
moon rises

Hi everybody and welcome to the first issue of The Moon, DIT's brand new, completely
independent student paper. 1t's been a bit hectic for everyone tnvolved in getting the paper
together, and the first thing we'd like to do is thank all those who helped out.

We at The Moon feel that there is a need for a fresh voice in DIT, a voice that isn't afraid
to confront issues when they arise, a voice whose only obligations are to its readers, We
are not here to promote agendas, make profits or pursue vendettas. Our objectives are to
inform and entertain you, the students of DIT. On that note, we are looking for contribu-
tors, w0 (0 you have a story, want to share some possip or are just interested in getting
invalved with the paper please get in touch with us!

In this month’s lead story we reveal that DIT is facing the serious risk of being left behind
by the umiversity sector with which it has becn keeping up for the past few years. The for-
mation o an influentizl lobby group by the seven Irish universities leaves DIT isolated
when it comes fo seeking badly needed government funding. Yet despite the obvious dan-
pers raised by this development, a DIT spokesperson claimed to be entirely unconcerned.
A utudents, we should do everything in our power to ensure that the DIT as an institution
hokds its place in the incrensingly competitive third-level sector. Ultimmiely, it is we stu-
denis who have most to gain, and most to lose.

There has always heen apathy among students, but every year there seems to be an In h t d-d s ' H i
merense in the lethargic state of the student population. To be brutnlly honest, if we don't w a game I uner arm
stund up for ourselves no-one will.

On the lighter side of things, not all 13 doom and gloom on The Moon. Our resident sex- first apu E ar?

pert has something everyone should try, find out what the Russian cure for a hangover is in
uur lnyvel seetion, and check out the gig guides and reviews in the ents section,
Yndrwayy plense let us know what you think. be it good, bad or indifferent, and we'll be

back next monih!
Cian and Cillian ame

new  used games dwds

Win two tickets to see
il T ;] The Frank and Walters.

It is the paﬁqv of The Haan fo correct apy imscoursies BX s on By oocir - Ame coe-
rections or clarificatians will be primtedd in the meel sdition of e pewapapes I ol the
poticy af The Moon o offer the right of moply fo i perion who fesly agyriciesd v com-
miend o opsindon coslicieed wdlin Pleaw fornand o aueh commends in writing to the
Editeor

pOHERN CON

Room 4025 (The Newsroom), DIT Aungier St., Dublin 2.
Tel: (01) 4023071 Fax: (01) 4023284

Co-Editor : Cian Fitzsimons

Co-Editor : Cillian O Conchuir

News Editor : Maura Fay

Featnres Editor : Ceri Teggin
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Entertalnments Editor : Maeve McLuughlin -
Sporis Editors : Arthur Sullivan and Ruuan (' Connor AUUSEER Skl o
Consultunt and Chief of layoui : Fergal D’ Arcy
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RED

By Michael Donchoe

MONEY  hungry
chancers that prom-
ise¢ you the world
and deliver screw
all!  Great student
nights out on the
town, fantastic
drinks promos, the
city 1s our campus
blah...blah...blah. ..
And so goes the
usual fare for any
standard society in

this fine institution.

Truly active societies thai
encourage the interaction of
their members throughout
three semesters are few in
number. [t 15 often the case
that sockciics become dor-
mant over the cold winier
months and ultimately fade

into nothingness by the year's
end.

On the 1lth and 12th of
October, Clubs and Socs
Weak rolled around again
The usual sleuth of societies
and clubs blocking up the
haltways of Aungier St. and
Bolton St. The busy junction
that is Aungier Street's main
toyer became a burltlegrousd.
Slereos and  Toudspeakers
were the weapons, innocent
stuidenis were the targets.

[t wan down to a new soci-
ety to conquer all over the
two heady days. Hard to
miss, impossible not to hear,
EED Soc 2re a happy contra-
divtson to the above descrip-
tion of student socicties,

Ouly founded & week prior
to  Societies week by

Business Management stu-
dents Adrian White and
Simon Turner, RED Soc is
founuled i a truly original
concepl. RED, initials for
Earped

Rewards and

i o L
Above and below: Good clean drunke
o i S P A RO, B

Deserved, is all about offer-
ing smdents the chance io
earn themselves "free stuff”.

Through the ‘'Atlantic
Music Group® the gentlemen
propose to garner Sponsor-
ship off multi-national com-
panies for their society's
events, hopefully appealing
to companies such as Apple,
Sony, Nokia, ete.  With these
companies on board they will
hold special corporate nights

{e.g. "Apple i-Pod Night') at a
club of choice and offer sh-
dents special giveaways
along with a memorable
night.

The boys were prompted to
start the society following
their poor introduction to
third level education. “In
first year we felt we went
through college, went to lec-
tures and that was it..... peo-
ple going straight home after

Like a red rag to a bull: RED Soc members go wild for the camera

lectures was & given and the
place lncked any oollege spir-
it".

This according 1 Turner
and White is something they
felt bad to cluange for the cur-
rent crop of first vears.

The cwrrent outlook for
change is good for the fwo
boys. RED Soc¢ 18 ewsily the
mosl prominen! society on
campus. They already have in
excess of 1,000 members

seroas all camgpuses and hope
o’ it 2,000 come ithe
Christmis Breall Their mes.
supe for prospective mem-
bers is "I vou like free stufl
come join (ir sowiety ™.

RED 5oc's insngural
event, 'The Reid Neck
Rodeo', takes place im [l
Monde, Ranelagh on
MNovembar 17 th.

Annabel’s

not

A seven euro enirance fee
and bad weather didn't dis-
courage the handful of people
that showed up for this years
ski soc beach party but a gen-
eral sense of displeasuie may
prove too costly to se= inis
event repeated in the years o
come.

Adam and Mick, represen-

SO

sandy craic

intives of the ski soc, had fhis
to sy when isked whot they
expecied fromi the night
“F**king women not a cock
d t. We expected the
m satwlier amd drigs
on sale HALT, BEA, BAND
AND SEX." Obviously the
fadds weren't i charge of the
IfFanEements promphng lhe

g_:lcﬂlimwhlq-lpﬂrnl‘umm
hold why ploy sixes and
sevenis’T

An awiul night's only high-
light was being forcefully
remaryed for PRty
undmiown to me bat in' retro-
Epect siaying put any longer
would probably have been
more pamful in the long mn

=

_I..
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Societies Events
Timetable

Poker Soc

Mool every secend Momday, Contact Paul at the
details below for more info,

Contact: Paul Redmomd pavl.redmond restu-
Jdoentaditice

Electronic Gamers

L Brecirane Ciamers meet ey ey 3 ediesday
and Thorsdas froon onme 930 0 roam 4349
and 405

Contuct: Padrate O'Comar

padrate.oconnor T email.com

Macra

Macoa meetev ey Tin oo i S Jadieces o
O Connell St beside the Savoy at 6,00,
Contari: ] amimon © o asells bogman bass oy

hooecouk

Capoeira

A combination ui nectio crr, domee aiud rhyihin
of body and spirit.

Moci every Tridas Span - 1 30panin the Kevin S
Guem, Over Swimming Poaol

Contac U ooy iy it capooera tcampus. i

Dance Soc

Danee Soc et evers Monday fe tlwe W e
pose Room be-rde the students Lnien m
Aungier Siand shase their thang from 6 0ipn -
Npm'

=1 ol

Comitac Pedara Goriam ey Jdies. o

Cinema
Weekly fibm m UGC costing 2eura, alsa all
inent e Cann v Al of g D sel for 250 cure oy

any {ilm once a week.

November - December 2005

HERVOON

Paint-
ball
society
shoot

UF

B
Nfichael Donohoe

OGN [7th November the
Paintball Society ven-
tured to Skirmish in
Roundwood for a day of
sadistic fun.

The trip was yet another
successful cuting for the
society with revellers re-
turning with nothing
mare than a few bruised
limbs and several bruised
CEOS.

Further trips are planned
for the 4th November and
another in late November.
The trip on the 4th filled
up almost instantly so
any intercsted parties
should get their names
down early.

Freebies,
sambos
and beer
lure stu-
dents to

clubs&socs

Most people jump at the chance for a
free pint, but for REBECCA TODD,
she wished she stayed at home and
drank tea, She reports from the clubs
and socs’ training seminar,

Contaci: Hanud Khodabakhshi

hamid ¢ dublin e

D] Soc

Meetf opm - S.30pm every Luesdav e the Mull
Saoede the =ia-

pupo-c Roon an sungier ©
denfs Union. Regular open dect s night in Coe-
wd Sisiicer the work-hop,

Even the chess soc got board

s el ar o Y

Comtacd e Kevnan sake s dehotraail con,

DIT Societies wobsiie
Boasting an impressive
layoul and design, the sile
is a huge step forward in

Involving new/first year
membeis  wag 4 point
stromply pushed upon each
sociely

FREE BBQ, booze and Sub-Way
sandwiches!! Okay, so it may not

LGBT have been what clubs and socs

Move cvers Wedresday ai i, Teeing ~ tike

phace oo different campies cverns week Lo oand
vut where v ou can check out the woebsite

wun dithebtors, el fahe i de o vou o
contact e at Keiit Viartim gokenpo o haot .

]'I'I.'J"i [RIRN

Jugglers
Moect evers Wedne-day at »pm - .30 the
oy ot SECeom, ahene e Sy sminee oo
Contact: O vilv Weel -

1

cintbs vveel s hosor alooan

training day was supposed to be
about, but it sure made the presen-
tations all the more digestible.

On 21st October the
main function room of the
Russel Court Hotel played
host to DIT Clubs and So-
cieties Training Day.

Among those in atien-
dance were primary chair
people Anita Conway and
Brian Whitney with about
200 other attendees in-
cluding club orpanisers,
tréasurers, secretaries and

a few free loading mem-
bers.

There were whisperings
on the day that if any sort
of incident was to happen
wherehy the place was de-
siroyed, nocial life in DI
may ¢eiase to exist! But
luckily no-one was injured
or maimed.

The highlighet of the day
was tne unveiling of the

terms of Accessibility of
taformallon sad amount of
informulicn available to
studenis.

In terms of training soci-
eties were thoroughly lec-
tured on how c¢ach respec-
tive society should be
properly maintained and
ran.

The rcal message of the
day was that societies
should try to be as visual-
ly prominent and active as
possible within each cam-
pus.

As dow turned 1o night
procecdings came to a
head at about ecight o'-
clock.

A specch from President
Beb Copgins apod a final
gond luck from the event
urganiseTs o cach society
wrapped up the day.

A rain soaked barbecue
ensued and a very long
Friday night.

Further information
about societies and up to
the minute events can be
found at www.socs.dil.ie.
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the cuckoo’s nest
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RIHERNCONYS!

FASHION Siberian
Express
Pﬂgﬂ 3 Fﬂgt 2

DIT's wise and wonderful sex-

pert Miss Kitty Kinkypuss oils
up her paws for some sensual

massage.

So, you're . both sitting
iogather comfartablby
o the cotich -.1..|.Iq.'|1:lr1;-:
something terrihly
crthralling like Mationwwade
Michasl Bymn's babhbiing o
ihont the tmportunce of has-
ket-vreaving in muodern [ish
seaCiety, yof even though thes
18 jpround-breakmg stuft, you
il seem Lo ke you
mind off fhe growing
inkg-eyed fnnke mmking
his presence el down
betow, Mo T You wanl
action aow? Michacl's
about to interview A
basket cupen!

So, you're lecling in
the moiid, but what's to
say your betier holl 157
When this urge over-
caingé youl in the pnst
youve Ined the aold,
"nudge-nudge, wink-

wink." approach 1o
indicate your imiEn-
tions, Hell, maybe

you've mried 1o be more
direct - standing stark
naked, procianming, "l want
you now, habyi® Well let
Kitty tulk you through a
method oi srouming your part-
ner that's neither 100 subile
nor too hair-raikingly, willy-
frighteningly scary..

Remember, magsiges can be
ysed for many things - calm-
ing your partner down after a
hard day, of for our purposes,
priming hisyher {Gr mmpast,
passiinuie sex

Firstly, et the séene. This
mems geiting saked, twmimg
off your mohiles, lighting ihe
scented candles, kalling the

harsh lights and laying non old
shest on the surface of the
bed ar yom dien't core §f you
spill the massage ol Try
comdvecting with your pariner;
s ¢un be kissme softiy on
the dace, Lightly touching
terir boadhy, ar Ehzing ko
ach oilier's eves, MNow, I'm
el Ml abod chew a1 15

i

Teasingly
stroke their
inner-thighs

near the geni-

tals and lightly
touch the pubic

77

region.

hind off them, piuping them
finntically and ogling their
asked body. You're going to
iak= this slow - you've got all
cwening.

Lay your partner face-down
on the bed. Using the Lips of
your fingers, lightly, wasing-
ly streke their Gody from (he
shoulders o the arms, back,
buttocks, thighs and cilves,
Take a minuse or two for this,
When you think they're
felaxed, move onto the mas-
e

Straddle your partner, oil up
your hands and bepin mas

saging the back. Rub them
slowiy and deeply using long
stroles. (o if 1o 8 woy thn
miakes them feel you'll spesd

il might ai i - let them rekax
angl enjoy every second of i
"-"l--!:l"l v wiry Tront the neck
o ihe shouldem and biceps.
Eeep your hands in Sontact
with therr body ot all hmes
For a hittle easing, tokle
the sensitive ares armound
tho hase of i upine.

Move oo i the Ualjpha,
branhing the bufincks a8
yau go. The inner thighs
#re lI|.-u:=:d!|1|5I SEiEE Ve,
Work down t the calves
and only spend a Ltk
time n the fest - wvou
don't want wour pariner
flling asteep.

Turm vour partner over.
Look into their eyes as
v mAsage their clhesi
wnad abdomen. For a #en-
suil eifect, ' mportant
to maintain ove-contact.
Move to lne legs and feet
penin, lghily brushing
the gentials Gii the way down.
After youw've done tho logs
and feet, plide bock up, slow-
ly brushing over iie genitals
again. Teasngly stroke their
inner-thighs near the geniials
and lightly wuoch the pubic
fegion.

When the sensunl energy hax
bunldi to an exlreme, you can
move on to mure CneTgEeiic
activities. [l yui've takes the
time to do al} this right,
believe me, your partner will
hiave a Iod more than mikssag-
ing on their mind.

TIP OF THE MONTH

When it comes to body hair........ less is more!

WEBSITES OF THE
MONTH

http://www.the-clitoris.com/n_html/n_massage.html

Everything you need to know about the clitoris, so it's good
for girls and guys alike!

http://www.thebody.com/pfaw/schools.html

Has a very interesting article on gay and lesbian issues in public
schools




From Russia™ "

... With love

poira had always
M wanted to trav-

el the Trans-
Siberian railway and I'd
had enough culfce to
think doing it in the
middle of winter was 4
good 1dea. two months
later, we were spriniing
down a plutform in
Vladivostol, looking
for our éurringe,

The' Trang-Siberinn
runs acrois F.24% Km
and eight time-zones in
the largest country in
the world. The ftradi-
tional method is to sit
on a train for seven
days from Maoscow 1o
Vladivostok - we start-
ed at the opposite end
and took five weeks

We travelled by
platzkari. cach caiviage
slept 54 and we shared
our living quarters with
babies, grandmothers
and everything 1in be-
tween. FPeople seiiled in
for the days ahead and
wz soon had our own
routine ol slippers,
knitting and an occa-
sional trip to ge! more
tea from the samowvar.

A Bil of politencss s
neécesEary with a Iwao-
day journey shead, so
we Joined w o group of
30-vear-olds whe invii-
ed i drmking, That
evening we pooled lood
for supper. Our aupplies
of brend nand checiz
were minimal comparod
fo the Rusmians® stock.

Their plastic Hage hid
a feast of bolled epps
and potatoes, home-

grown tomatoos and cy-
cumbers, dried [ixh,
hunks of saysage and
smetann. The best we
could do wad juemp off
al the next gtop Lo hag-
gie for warm cabbage
ples und cold beer from

the babushkas oun the
platform.
The provodnitsn, a

scary-looking woman in

-
LB DI
.
"
-

charge of our carriage,
thawed when she saw
the two furcign girls
trying to keep up with
ibe ¥odka drinking. The
following morning she
smiled a1 un sympathet-
l’ ically and. offered

My nose
crackled
with
freezing
snot! 77

s the raditional Ross-

fan  hangover - oure
muore beer
In Tymda we s=aid

goodbye and. stepped
oul of ithe warm car-
riage into s foot of
snow and femperatures
of =30¢. My nose crack-
led with freexing snot ;
clearly the lavers of
thermals were daing 1it-
tle to keep out the
stinging wind, Russian
winter had arrived,

We soon mantered the
slow shulfle necesisary
to gurvive Russia's icy,
unpaved fooipaths and
set aboul cxploring the
towns along nur route
In  Krasnoyorsk, we
went to on exhibition
on the region's tein-
deer-herding ribes apd
Eet two tickets: to a
Tchaikovsky apera for
under w ‘fiver. In Ekua-
terinbuorg, we staod on
the ipat where the Hao-
miangvs were exgcuted.

The hospitality of
strangeriy follewed us
wherever we went

When wec ahared a
boat on  Lake Baikal
with 10 Uzbeki steei-
workers, they adopled
us and fed us fresh fish
and home-made favash.
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Soldiers on the frain 1o
Novosibirsk  chanpged
into their wnilorms so0
we could photograph
thgm on the plaiform.
ln Moscow we stayed
will two students we'd
found on the couchsurf-
ing website and spent
the weekend meeting
therr friends and seging
the city.

The final stop of aur
Journey wai Moscow,
fomewhere we'd been

before, hut  winler
brought out 115 irne
magic. Queuning for
Lenin.  was bearable

with fresh blini warm-
ing wour -hands, Gorky
Fark was transformed
it o huge fee-rink and
Red Square looked even
preitier through & flarry
of snowlinkes,

Wiiting for our Tlight
home, we Wwished we
were geliing on nnother
train.  The days  had
slipped hy as we drank
tea nod looked oui on
anow and birch fareais
MWighis weres  apent
falling asleep to the
rhythm of the train or
being jolted awake ab
another drunk swayea
past our feet

We haid travelled
from the Pacific 1o the
Kremiin in the company
of submarinists, aipin-
ieti, housewives and
tragtor  drivers. All
across the conniry, peo-
ple had shared their
fooud, invited us info
their homes aud pot up
with  our  appalling
Ruszian - expericnces
no expengive package
conld have given us,

Our train jodrney had
coal just under 1500 It
wis far from lusuricus
but the memories we
had wouild dhstain us
through unalher few
muonths oy kome. That
was all that matterad.

vier notice how

E Irish people react
to alarm=' They
don't.

Between ithe years of
1918 and” 1919 the
Spaninh. Flu, an unwsu-
ally . deadly * strain of
avian mflbenza, killed
it feast 25 millinn peo-
ple. worldwide, Tt s
thaughi (o hove been
one of the most deadly
pandemics in human
history so far.

Avian Flu is a highly-

contagious virus that
intects birds. The high
pathogenic’ form,

HEM I, attacks the inter-

nal orjyuns and usually
resulls in death within
4% hours. According fo

ibe World Healih ©ir
ganisation (W H ),
HENI's mortality Tite
in  hirds 1s almost
18 L

The witds i5 highly
contagions o poanliry
bui daes nut infect hu-
miuns eanily: abthe mo-
ment only poople who
are directly enpused o
chicken facces or blond
are thought to be at
risk. This puts poultry
workers and Satanluis
1n the high-risk catego-
iy, However, cxperta

fear that if HSM1 mu-
iates bDr combines with
human flu, it coold be-
come highly contagious
and lend to a deadly
pandemic.

Sinice 2003, 67 people
have died from HENI in
Yietnam, Thatland, In-
donenin and Cambodia.
The morelity rate for
this sirain is 50% in huo-
mans.

There is a possible
cure, Tamillu, an anti-
viral drug produced by
Roche Pharmaveuticals,
is effcctive agains| the
fMu, Sales huve rocketed
AR gouniries sitempt to

With the timeat of bird Fiu on the horizon,the government fiod a
B FOr the spiKe as tivey revedl thelr seCret WeWON...........

stockpile the vaceina-
tion. However, the com-
pany ix unable 10 meet
the huge demand. For
expmple, Ireland hos
ofdeéred ¢nough anti-vi-
il drugs. o veceinale o
millioh people bat it is
thooght that only 60%
will ‘be in stock by the
end of the year

Fran: Humer, Roche's
Chief Executive, has
gtated that the company
will consider allpwing
othet companies o
manufacture’ the drug,
addipg 1hai "patents
will not stand in the

WAy nr'ﬂm:ln! the
deug’ For mankind:® A
generie: form of ihe
devwg  would”  beneii
POOFEr COURITIEE,
However; Scicatific
journal Naoture recently

reported "that Tamifly
may ool aliways be suls

figieni (v ¢ombal @
infection.” Also, & vac-
cinstion against the
new aviun flu connot he
made antil the human
srrain i fully devel-
oped.

The WHO statement
i ehilling: "Despile an
odveace warning thal

has lasted almoat (woe
vanrd, Lthe world is ill=
prepared 1o Jdefend ii-
self during s pandemic.
O preseni trends, most
Aevslnping '
will have no
;E“F'Eh. and

¥ througl
durdticn of : '
ic,”

Irelund's © Emergency
Plan says there gonlid be
between 500 and 10,000
deaths in the cowniry.

These alarm hells
hove heen ringing for
years, Tan't i time lres
land paid atiention?
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OONAGH O' MAHONY brings all you budding fashionistas
this seasons sexiest styles, right off the catwalk...
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A Passion for Fashion

CERI TEGGIN s

voung LiL'Hlt-‘“l"IF.'l'

he  Irish [ashion
dem’r.r_'.r i much like
o badly bea,
amall and unsupporiive, i
fitils o mulke the best of its
homegrovn nusels.

The result! Young

designers are forced to

leave the country for lack
of fimnce, to find refoge
m the fashion capitaly of
Mew York and London.
But Claire O'Connor
one desipner whaod set o
stay. lo 2001 she won Irsh
designer of the year mnd
afready has her own estab-
lished label. Unlike Pars
onid Milan where young
designers are ten o penny,
Claire is in the minonty in
Ireland. ¥ Irish designers
are well respeoted infermi-
tionally but there is
financial support for
to sel up their own lobel ot
home," she sove, "Insiend
they go oversens and may
wenior jobs in the blg
ashion houses, There 18 1
lot of Irnsh tmlent, its mich a
pity to wie it working for

someone clse"
Like matiy youn
designers in Ire

Claire hand muiikies all bhee
garments herself Her col-
lections change through-
out {he seasan as she never
makes more thon a few of
ench piece, “This Winter

Hh EIEHJHU

I'm ustng & lot of black and
Fu. y material" she says,
Io creafe pieces
-u.rh den't go out of fash-
ton ensily so | don't really
buy into the highstreet
minch, whats in one month
will be oul the m::n'
Whereas she pets
inspiration from "anythin 5
thut catches my eye, pain-
ings, Interiours,"  she
is its the Fmﬂ.h and
lt-linm who. really . influ-
ence her
Just as

the
pride in their appeanmce,
something  which  Irish
winmen should foouy g lot
more on. Here we have the
h.uhll of Jmt throwing on
When we do

dmn lﬁ.‘ll tenids 1o be for
gr not for our-

[ﬂ!h wamen do follow
trends, but there's little
individunlism mnd every-

lﬂlnﬁ Irish desi
=N W PN SsSw al"aru

Claire OQ'Connor, about ‘u'emg a
s and this seasons trends
one ends up catrving e cul Theres a lot of bows, Cluire's  clothing  line

same baug or wearing the
same lrousers. {3
clothes on sale in & courn-

try tend to reflect the
weather," Claire says
which :!I‘lllllﬂ W :
shops here are ofien
guite boring clothes.

Irish people tend to dress
for mnl‘un anid ticili=

tv, two wiords which don't
oo-exisl well with fstoon
Adfter all we nre o nation of
trncksuit bottom  fnatics
who have embraced the
current pyjama bottom and
eskima crazd with
Im'[ﬂ'lah: pusin, But even
a lot more

eosy. than couture in aur
W‘nu. it doesnt memn
W m'l: completely  lost

I..ur:.kll Claire offers a
little ins :Iu ko] of
whats hot this mier,
starting with the all
tint cut of ¢lothes. =
m:lphlmlmﬁn :ﬂl:ﬂ:::

o
whereas now clothes ane
muore likely to be empire

ties gnd faux fur trims,
with pencil skirts replac-
ing the old gypsy styl-:s.
A for colour and mnterml,
black is back and velvel ia
the fabric of choice,
This all sounds 1
bl keeping up wi thc
comes with a hefty
price tag- so Claire sug-
ﬂ' some copsule items
Wearrant !l.ud:nt
mnvestment. First u[ll
&g}uh‘ of knee rm,glh
"These should be
binck and suede,” C]EL!II‘.'
sayn, with cither 0 wedge
heel or if you want a more
i d look, » stan-
datd high heel. A coal s
also essential, black, three
length, in &
style. For pomg
out in the cvening o short
jacket which you can
thriw on over urﬁﬂhmg is
ey ﬁna!ly,
et 15 a popular
colour which is sat Ecurr:.r
till next Winter, so
it should definitely be an
our shopping lists.

'Claire O'Connor’ is on
sole @it the Design Centre
in Dublin.
Digsignerinitwear.com in
Dalkev and Design Houxe
Barna in Galway
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Pat Shortt uncovered
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Inilit

bly Funny-

The Moon’s Diarmuid Carter challenges one of Ireland’s top cn:mﬁam, Patﬁmrt,iﬁan
exclusive interview about comic life and fame.

PAT SHOETT is one af those comic actors
who just geems to ciup up in everything,
Since he first achieved fame with
'D'unbelievables’ he hus appeared in the Irish
comic phenomenon that wis Fr. Ted, played
a leading part in the accluimed film 'Man
about Dog', and achicved a cult followiny for
his various roles i those Eircom ads,
Recantly you iy, or may not, iuve nofeed
that Pat Shorr seeoms to have jumped ol the
small kcreen and is appeaing on the froat of
such giossies s the RTE Guide and cvery
tabloid T.V guidla in the lund!, Ther: we two
reasons for (his - Not only is bi kicking 0l a
brand new tour; the second series Gf
Killinaskuliy, which Pat produces and stars
in, which has just finished showing on RTE.
Killinaskully really is Pat Shortt's baby. It
deals with much thie same material as
‘D'Unbelicvables’ and is largely written by
Pat himself. It is based in a small rural vil-
lage much like where Pat grew up (in
Tipperary, where ["at is from, there is a town
calted Killoskuilyi Dy Lis swn admission
muny of the characlers are based on, or an
amslyamation of, people Pal knows from liv-
ing in Tipperaiv “The cast and ideas of
Killinaakally are reaily a culminution of the
work [ have been doing throsigh the yonrs

and people | have always known. 1 like to
take people's personalities and exaggerate
them" explained Pat. Indeed there is a cer-
tain symmetry between Killinaskully and
Pai's stand-up act - peither ure loo far from
real life in a rural wilisge. an outlandish as
thai may seem

A well b mieh of the content of
<cC Killimmakutly being Pal's, he also diss 3

having w0 many people around, plus it takes
a lot of pressure off," the Tipp mai says
"Also all the different actors that work on
Killinaskully bring something new to the
chaw, whether it be A catchphmsg, (Bl
exprsision of whatever. 10 always muskes for
a yoodd Bvigh,”™ hie pdn

S does this mean that Pat night be tring
of the comedy crromf? [t doesn't seem &

[ iove working with an audience. |
especially like the fear in their

eyes when they think they are

- maa

going to be hauled up on stage! 22

lot of proctical work on the shiow, He plays
a whole Lot of different characiers, includ-
ing three main ones, and also produces the
series. An average day on the Killinuskully
set beaging at 6 a.m. and ends at midmight, yel
Pat mainnins be enjoys the experience: “i'm
#o used fo louring on my own thil ir's great

Television is nothing new to him and
throughout hia carcer he hes juppled the
stage and the set, enjoying both for thedr dif-
ferent merils

"With stamd-up chere le o ot of prossune
which is not there with felevision. You can't
afford to nuke mistnkes. But sopsctimes tiis

only adds to the experience and I love wiork-
ing with an audience. [ especially like the
fear in their eyes when they think they uie
going 1o be hauled up on stage!” Autence
participaton is o hoge pan of Pat's stand-op
at] thave Is e demving. 1f you're stagled out
you couid be ripped to shreds.  Kumdour has
it that he sends vat scouts to find imformation
about people he can use later on the slage.
Mind you there is nothing vicious about this
and Pat's comedy in much more silly than it
is anything clac. smething he fieely admits.

Mot mlmg himself o serionsly iz obviouly
something Pat prides himseIf on. In fact he
15 ao dowm e earih 0 is easy te forget how
spccessiul be nas been, He nns worked with
horschuld nomes such as [lermiot Morgan
and Brendan Gleeson; he coined the catch-
phrase "that's right” which rivalled "whas-
sup"” for popularity just a few years ago; he
has evcin shared a st with Mia Farrow.  Yet
with Far Shniii dwere (s alwiys the sense that
T b someotee you kaow, Perscnaily, if'] saw
hirn an the street I'd be much more likely to
give fim a salute than ask for his autograph.
I think that's what makes Pat so prolific, unid
evenl timeless; everybody knows who he is
biii s~omehow he avoids being famoust.
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Some
shows are
bigger
let-downs
than
others

By Sharon Vogiatzi

WHEN [ hcard Kalic
Brayben perform 'Please
Please Please Let Me Gel
What [ Want' on the Ray
D'Arcy show, [ knew |
had to catch the musical
'Some Girls Are Bigger
Than Others’ before it fin-
ished up.

A group of us bundled
into the Olympia, full of
high expectations. Sev-
enty-five minutes later,
we were 2 mixed bag of
opinions- some of us were
delighted, others delight-
ed that it was over, and
quite a number of us left
the theatre feeling a little
bewildered.

The show was con-
ceived by Andrew Wale
and Perrin Manzer Alien
of the Anonymous Soci-
ety. [t features 20 songs,
originally performed by
80s indie band, the
Smiths, and depicts the
disintegrating relation-
ships of two men and four
women.

The musical opens with
a young man who has a
sexy Scottish accent. |
thought the story line
would become obvious
with time but it never did.
Basically, the women

touch up their makeup, |

the men get dressed and
undressed, secrefaries
throw bundles of pages
around the stage, and a
man in a suit is murdered.
Twice.

In the background,
fiickering pictures battle
for the audience's atten-
tion, occasionally flash-
ing random  German
words across the screen,
just in case you weren't
baffled ¢nough!

Amongst all the
singing, dancing and
weirdness, one can detect
subtle references to am-
biguous sexuality, com-
promise,
passion.

One thing that cannot

be dispulsd (9 the talent’

of the cast. The slain man
surprised us with his lap-

infidelity and

dancing while Brayben |

played the cello and frol-
icked on a trapeze (not at
the same time, she's not
that good). The perform-
ers belted out songs that

sent shivers down my
spine.
Perhaps 'Some Girls

Are Bigger Than Others’
gave outl an arty eccentric
vibe that [ just didn't get.
It received a cheer from
the audience but not a
standing ovation. All |
know is that it wasn't
worth the 43.30 ticket.

On-stage frolics......... Nick makes a grab for Kevin's groin

Backstreet’s
back, alright

IT'S been a while

The biggest boyband on the planet are making their comeback.
Their new album ‘Never Gone’ has kicked off a Backstreet world
tour. Kathy Masterson went to see the show at The Point.

THE screaming teenybop-
pers were replaced by the
twenty-somethings at the
Backstreet Boys concert
on Sunday 23 October.
Pink Aashing cowgirl hats
lined The Point Depot as
the boys opened with lhe
fust-paced 'The Calt’,
from the 'Black and Hlue'
afbum .

Alunique Irish welcome
greeted the band with ope
fan brandishing a4 =ign
proclaiming “Ye are all
sexual”, and a tricolour
proudly draped one of the
popstar's shoulders,

Old favourites mingled
with newer tracks from
the group's latest offering
'Never Gone', but it was
clear that most of the
crowd was there for a trip
down the memory lane of
1990s pop, judging by the
screams at the opening
chords of soags [ike 'l

Want It That Way' and
'Quit Playing Games With
My Heart'.

Needless to say, there
were a few cheesy mo-
ments during the show,
but the Backstreet Boys
wouldn't have sold out
The Paint otherwise, ia
féllow  band mémbers
brought 4 cake on flage as
AJ McLiean celebrafed his
third ear an'the waghi,
Al spent time in rehab
during the group’s ab-
sence from the charts to
combat his growing de-
pendence on cocaine and
alcohol. But there were
hugs all round on the
stage as the group cele-
brated Al's success.

While cheesiness is ex-
pected and accepted at a
Backstreet Boys concert,
greediness is mot, The
one moment of the night
that didn't have the audi-

ence screaming in adula-
tion was when Nick
Carter got them to hold up
their phones.

He said that the Back-
street Boys needed some
help with their new sin-
gle, 'Just Want You To
Enow' and implored them
to texi & rumber to ordera
ridiculously ' expenzive
ringtone. To ndd insuli o
infury, the price displayed
on fhe screems was T30
sterhing. '

Apart from trying to rip
us off, the lads put on a
great show. Fireworks,
lasers, tight harmonies,
and intricate dance rou-
tines ensured that no-one
was left wondering how
the Backstreet Boys have
managed to outlive most
other 1990s boy bands.
Backstreet's back and here
to stay, for another while
at least.

since we last heard
form Backstreet, Once

the golden boys of
pop, their lives are
now a cesspoal of sex,
drugs and law break-
ing -antcs., Belore,
vou could have faken
them home to meet
your mother, but
would you do it now?

CONOR BR
amines the past
years in eel
world. 3

Nick Carter Bad the joy
af being Paris Hilton's

boo, bt his inner wigger
wan exposcd on Ashion
Kutcher's "funk’d”. His
ancestors, of German,
Iriah and English desceni
miudt have rolled in their
graves avery lime he used
the word "dowg®. ©'m sor-
ry Miek, but vou're whiie,
it doesa't &y Cgriizzie
anywhere oo vour hirth
gert. As if that wunt bid
enough, a boory Migk was
arrested in March of ikis
year for drink driving,

Clean-gui Brian Littrell
has kept hos pood-boy im-
nge by rlﬂ'ing chariiy
basketball gnmes and re-
lensing the mngle "o
Chrigt Aloae”, o track ded-
tcated to hig JC himsell,
and nat the N'Syne supre-
mo JC Chaser, but Jesus.

Al Mclean hes heen
staying melean, Mot a deap
of ligior or o anifT of coke

g

Diblia, the dad's decided

to celehpmie AJw new.
found sobsrfety with a piss-
up- i the en Head, Af-
tevwenrd, they broaghn o di-

eting fatty 1o a pic shop.

Tall; dark and handsome
KEevin Richardson married
in June 2000 ind has kept
u low profile.

An Tor Howie D, I'm
sure he's been buttling his
agxunliiy daemons,

S0 why are they back?
Money of eourze. The
bling-bling, fast cars and
STI trentmeénts don’t buy
themuzlves
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In Her Shoes

Rose hadn't realised that the TV was In the other direction

MOVIES

THIS rom-com/drama from
director Curtis Hanson (R
Mile) has all the ingredients
of a recipe for success. [tisa
moving story aboui two sis-
ters who have nothing in
comimon except their size 8
¥ feet and an array of prob-
lems. The plot traces the sis-
ters' journeys to find answers
to these problems and dis-
cover who they really are.

The story follows irrespon-
sible party-girl Maggie Feller
(Cameron Diaz in a brilliant
display) as she finds cut how
much more there is to life
than having a good time, and
her sister Rose (Toni
Collette) who needs to learn
how to stop thinking and let
love into her life.

After a fight, Rose throws
freeloader Maggie out of her
house. Maggie goes in
search of their [ost grand-
mother (Shirley MacLaine)
and ends up living in a retire-
ment home in Fiorida with

MOVIES

her. There she learns humili-
ty, sclflessness and how to
stand on her own two feet.

At the same time, Rose,
who is still in Philidelphia,
lets her responsibilities go
and finds love in 2 man she
never had time for before. In
a superbly-written script, the
image of the polar-opposite
sisters becomes bhlurred as
the two discover they are not
so different after afl.

This film will probably be
classed as a 'chick-flick’, but
there is definitely something
in there for the guys (apart
from Cameron Diaz) in the
well-written, heart-warming
story.

It is a greai film about the
universal power of love, and
how different types of love
act in different, albeit myste-
rigus, ways.

KARL O’ DOHERTY
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Kiss Kiss
Bang Bang

The boys wanted their cops atid rubbers game to be realistic

ROBERT Downey Jr. stars as
Harry, a basically decent petty
thief in New York. Making his
frantic getaway from a botched
robbery, he stumbles into an
audition for # Hollywood
dotective mowie,  Nexd thing
we know he's at a fancy party
in LA being feamed up with
smart talking private-eye Gay
Perry (Val Kilmer) to prepare
him for the role.

There he meets his high
school crush  Harmony
{Michelle Monaghan). The
story begins when the mysteri-
ous death of Harmony's sister
crosses paths with a seemingly
unrelated case Hamry and Gay
Perry are investigating, and
things take a dangerous furn.

It’s like an attempt to create a
afick modemn tnke on the classic
195fs detecinve thrller com
plete with smoking guns, beaw
tefiel young compsss and the
sman ididng private eye, It
cuods up as & fravolous dark
comedy, knee deep in dead
bodies, packing a wilty, sarcas-
tic punch.

The worst thing about the
film ts Robert Downey Jo's
narration.

At the stant of the film he
takes it upon himself to fill us
i on the background story.
The problem here is the down-
right annoying use of freeze
frame and rewind, zipping
from scene to scene, In order to
go back and show us some-
thing he has left out. As if it
was all completely accidental.
Clever.

From here on, the pace picks
1 and it's an entenaining ride
through mystery and murder in
tie bright lights of Los
Angeles.

Val Kilmer is hilurous as
'Gay' Perry and Michelle
Monaghan is the perfect scant-
ily cled dwimsel o distress.
Robert Dowrniey Jr. may be an
acquined tashe

KATIE TEEHAN
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Pavee
Lackeen

The Sudoku quiz always puzzied Favee

PAVEE Lackeen is the story
of an Insh traveller family
through the eyes of 10-year-
old Winnie Maughan.
Winnie is the youngest in a
family of ten who live in a
caravan on the side of the
road in Ringsend. Co. Dublin

The film opens  with
Winnie hoving her fortuns
iold; She is tald thst life will
improve for her if she iakes
her opportumities,  Yet, 1t
quickly becomes obvious
that ihere aren't many opipor-
tunities available o her. Her
family don't even have run-
ning water in their caravan,
they usc a tap on the side of
the road to wash their hair
and {0 the kettle.

The flm gives us 0 resson-
ably impartial view of trav-
eller life and ithe director isn't
simply trying 1o mike ns feal
sorry for travellers, We are
shown how they can exacer-
bate their own miizery when
Winnie's mother refuses o
aceept a house pffered 1o ber
mienply becawse it i 0 thc
area she would prefer,

We observe how miserable
and boring life can be for
Winnie, She is suspended
from school and spends the
day wandering around the
city. In a padicularly
poignant scene we see her
taking coms out of a fountain
to gef money to play an
arcaide game

Adost actors m this film are
uon-pruleasisnals from the
gavelling community. While
their lack of experience
sometimes shiws, they give
the film an authenticity
which it wouldn't have other-
weise lind,

This 15 nwol the type of film
I would choose for a fun
night out at the cinema, but it
in worih seeing. It is an
affecting film which reveals
the ipicerable living condi-
tiom of many of the tray-
ellers in this country.

BRIGID O GORMAN
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Could the
" real Robbie
Williams
please

stand up?

November - December 2005

Intensive Care, EMI
Out Now

By Kate White

'INTENSIVE Care' brings a
more  'mature’ Robbie
Williams to the stage. But af-
ter years of bombardment by
the cgotistical, larger than
tife, sex-god, is this the real
Robbie. the guy we ali hate to
love?

it's hard to believe this is
William's eighth solo albumn
since 'Life thmm a Lens'
prompted his meteoric rise to
fame in 1997. A deeper, sen-
sitive  Robbiec  Williams
emerges in ‘Intensive Care’,
Having split with Guy Cham-
bers, the mastermind behind
hits ‘Angels’ and '‘Rock DJ',
Robbie has enlisted the help
of co- writer Stephen Duffy,
who plays a huge part in this
latest offering.

Don't get me wrong, he's still
singing about the same
things-himself, his fame, his
selfish ways and his love life.
There is even a faint glimmer
of cockiness in the opening
line of 'Ghosts'. {"Here I
stand victorious, the only
man to make you come.")

Alas, when you bring in the
big pusw like Dufty, who has
notchied up 20 veurs of prop-
¢ AUHIg-WTIling experience,
you can't hielp but notice that
the pop stars cheeky bril-
liance has not only been op-
erated on, but well and truly
butchered.

There are very few stand out
tracks. Then again. Robbie,
although born for the stage,
never guite hit the mark in
the studio. "A place to crash”
can be instantly singled as the
anthem that will eche
throughont Croke Park when
he plays here next Summer.
The song's "Ah-Yeah's" coze
that perfect karaoke quality.

"King of Bloke and Bird" is
one of the most poignant
tracks Robbic has ever at-
tempted and tells of the futil-
ity of searching for love.
When he recorded this
acoustic  ballad, Robbie
claimed he'd never sing it live
because it was just too
painful and meaningful to
him. He really wanted this al-
bum to be ahout "writing
somms that could break soame

OHEREN CON

body's heart" and this defi-
nitely lives up to that teac-
jerking status.

"Your Gay Friend" unfortu-
nately, lacks any lyrical intel-
ligeace and as a weak filler,
is more likely to rekindle that
old media frenzy questioning
Robbic's sexuality than win
him a Brit. Then again,
maybe that's what its there
for.

"Tripping" is one of the only
tracks that strays from Rob-
bie's years of depression, ad-
diction and numeroos love
affairs with both himself and
a plethora of celebs. This
gangster type track was the
first single 1o be released
from the album but failed 1o
hit that all-important number
one spaot,

'Intensive Care' is best de-
scribed as two lonely years in
L.A. frying to come to terms
with being Robbie Williams.
When you listen to it from
start o finish, you can't heip
thinking we've lost our
cheeky lad from Stoke on
Trent and gnined an impostor.
Bring back tho onertamer.

Gigsmart Ireland :The Compilation Returns

By Frankie Whelan

"THE Compilation Returns" is the
second album from the unsigned
musician c¢ollective known as Gigs-
mart [reland. The compilation con-
tains tracks from some of [reland's
fnest unsigned bands, and some not
50 fine acts.

The album is split into two dincs,
On disc one you'll find the louder
more energetic bands while disc two
is made up of solo artists and the
more acoustic-minded bands. This
set-up works well and adds a lot to
the compilation as it allows you to
listen nio matter what your mood.
While the first CD contains most of
the hizger acts it also locks some-
thing in the way of conmistency. You
cans sometimes feel you're going
from one single to another, with no
renld pattern to the organisation of the
sunga An evarmple of this is the raw
and straigght up mck of Mo'fro sand-
wiched Lictwezn the quirkily com-
plicated Moesley and the emotianal
workings of Those Damn Junkee
Deejays. Stand-out tunes include:
‘I'm Yours' by Moesley, which man-
ages to be hauntingly happy and sad
at the same time; 'Starting 1o Care'
by Dwiglt, which recreales a beau-
tiful sliver of The Duirs' magic in
the here and now; and 'Just a Word'
by N.I. Hip Hop which is a unique-
1y Irish blend of rock and hip hop.
Disc two is more consistent with its
sound and you'll be hard pressed to
find a bad song on the disc. [t might
not be everyone's cup of tea, but
every song on this CD is better then
a lot of the successful solo artistn In
the country. At least no-one =nys,
"Anyone can be a saint”. My current
favourite is "Long Way Down" by
Herm with its contrasting vocals and
beautiful rhythm.

Two bands with strong DIT connec-
tions have graced the aibum: Argen-
to with their fantastic 'Nothing Spe-
cial', that avoids falling into the
heavy rock witknown by being inter-
estingly clever and well thought-out,

arid Skylight with 'Our Little Hour

inutant catchiness with careiul con-
dtruetion and beautiful implementa-
tiin

Overall the album i+ enjoyable and
the rich diversity means everyone
will find at least one song o truly
fall in jove with. Some ¢l these acts
are probably the nupersturs of to-
moerow. 1o get on hourd now belore
they become so popular they e no
lowper “coot™.

“you'll
be
hard
pressed
~to find a
bad song
on the

disc ”

Cluss' chat makes ap for ite [sek of

Argento are really

something special
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TRAGEDY
AS TWO
RISING
STARS
LOSE
THEIR
LIVES
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NICKLAUS” SPACE
FILLED BY
HOLE-IN-ONE WOMEN

By Ellen Mairin O’Brien

TAKING inspirstion from
the grents such g Jack
Nickiaus, Tiger Woods
and Annikn Sorenstam a
fiew generation of golfing
talent is breaking onfo the
LT

A pew light for women's
goll i lending this move-
menl. Siz duvs before
wirning sinteen Michelle
Wic turped professiopal
She has stunned the polf
world, sWeeping up many
loeal and internnblonl
underage wvictories amnd
o making an impact as
oopro golfer.  She made
her professional debul wt
the Samsung
Championship.

Currenl womein's num-
ber ohe Annike Sorenstom
won the tournament by
eight shols proving nhe is
still the best. Wie wus
disqualified when she
placed the ball ncarer to

the hole after g drop, but
ip antil thai lapse she had
been in excellent form.

Wie will compete for
her sixth time against men
im the Casto World Crpen
at the end of Movember.

The Roval & Ancient
Goil Club who run the
British Open seem to have
taken note of the pioncer-
ing appioach of Wig and
Sorensiam und have now
grunted women eccéas lo
gqualifying, for the event.
The idea has opened a
liuge debate with eolowr-
ful Fremchman Jean Ue
Velde so incensed by the
idea, he suys he will ity 10
play in  the Women's
British Open

The past year hag seen
goll 34y goudbye to a leg-
end, Jack Nicklaus. He
played his last competi-
tive round at St. Andrews
on July 15, 2005. On the

18th hole, Nicklaus fin-
ished his carecr in style
by pusting a birdie. He
received o lom minute
standing ciafivi (iom the
crowd after he finished
the round at even par and
missed the cut at score of
+3, painstakingly close to
the cut line, a remarkable
achievement for a 63
year-old.  Nicilaons will
remain im the jmme for
commentary and public
events but will be missed
as 0 golfing grear,

For [rish golf the year
had been a mix of ups and
downs Padraig Hamrington
plummmeted in the Werld
Rankings and §s now in
danger of Jasing his staius
as Irish number ope with
Darren Clatke and Paul
MeGinley hot of  his
heals. He now languishes
in 14th place while
McGinley has shot up to

18th, fresh from his stun-
ning win at the season
ending Volvoe Masters
where he denied Order of

Merit  winner  Colin
Montgomerie and
European No.1 Sergio
Garcia. Harrington has

had a difficult year, suf-
fering the death of his
father. He hos won two
events, the Honda Classic
and the Barclays Clagsic
but he has perfoimed
poorly in the majors and
that's the measure of a
golfer in lbdav's game.

Tiger Woods has finally
found his touch ngain this
year, winning the Open
and the Musters, taking
his owersl]l laul to 10,
edgmy nearer Micklaus's
golden tally of 13, He has
won f{our other titles apd
over $10 miilion dollars
on the US tour.

_+._
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ROBIN HOOD
CAN'T SAVE
THEM NOW

By Arthur Sullivan

ARRON Davies added
sparkle at the finish when his
drive rustled in off the under-
side of the crossbar. It was a
neat 3-8 workout and Steve
Thompson was thrilled with
his players' efforis. "Pablo
Bastianini is good at holding
the bail up and young Matt
Harrold is coming on in leaps
and bounds. He is quick and
good in the air.”

Bully for Yeovil. It's only
three years since they were
outside the Football league,
fanguishing in the quagmire
of the conference and now
they are in the top ten of the
third tier of English football.
It's been quite a transforma-
tion and things are getting
better all the time.

On the same day in Huish
Park as Thompsom was
brimming and the Yeovil fans
were cheering mirthfully,
Gary Megson was confronted
by two disgruntied followers
of his Nottingham Forest
team. John Enever and An-
drew Peel explained to Meg-
son that they had travelled
four hours, at great expense
and were deeply unbappy
with the unacceptable efforts
of the Forest players. Meg-
son, a former Forest player
agreed. "Would you like to

“It's a
bizarre and
drastic step

to allow two
angry fans
into the
dressing

room of a
professional

football
club”

tell the players yourselves?"
he said, with stoical serious-
ness much to the shock of the
fans. The trio proceeded to
the Nottingham Forest dress-
ing room. There, well-paid,
professional athletes
slouched slovenly in the
modest  Yeovil changing
rooms with looks of disillu-
sionment and sorrow on their
faces. The entrance of Meg-
son would usually spark am-
bivalent moods of fear and
anger in the current politics
of Nottingham Forest Foot-
ball Club. It was confusion
when they saw who was ac-
companying him.

Peel and Enever were
warned by Megson not to get
personal or abusive. They
didn't. They explained to the
players their concerns. "We
said 'the majority of Forest
fans genuinely want you and
the manager to do well, but
that's not going to happen
without basic application” -
Enever explained.

Megson phoned the men
on Monday, thanking them
for their words and said he
hoped it would be a founda-
tion for the season.

It's a bizarre and drastic
step to allow two angry fans
into the dressing room of a
professional football club.
They are capable of anything
and perhaps no-one deserves
that kind of caustic, volcanic
atmosphere to face into afier
playing a match. These are
desperate times at the City
Ground. ;

Slump is a simple word. It
doesn't do any justice to the
situation at Noitingham For-
est. Their fall is almost im-
possible to contemplate. Just
imagine any other European
champions in the current po-
sition that Forest are in.

In January 1975, Forest
were a struggling Second Di-
vigion outfit. They had little
tradition to live up to, little
ambition. Brian Clough, a
famed former Middlesbor-
ough striker took over. By the
end of his second full season,
Forest were promoted to the
top flight. The following season

THEN: Forest star Trevor Francis celebrates with the European Cup following his
side's 1-0 victory over Malmé in the 1979 European Cup Final
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Phil Jevons did it. It was a brilliant, dipping 30 yard
volley. Russell Hoult had no chance. Just six minutes
on the clock and the 26-year-old Everton reject was
gearing up for another tour de force etfort for Yeovil
Town. He grabbed his second 20 minutes later, a
simpler affair when he tapped in after some

questionable defending.

— 1B

NOW: A devastated Forest fan cries as he contemplates life in the third tier of the
league after their 2005 relegation

— - |
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they accomplished the rare
and astonishing feat of win-
ning the top flight in their
first season after promotion,
something which no one has
managed since in England.

Nottingham Forest secured
their place in the footbalt
pantheon forever in 1979
when they won the Eurepean
Cup at their first attempt,
beating Swedish champions
Malmo 1-0 in the final. To
imagine Forest as champions
of Europe is strange and sur-
real today. Crashing 3-2 to
Woking in the LDV vans
competition, struggling
beneath Scuathorpe,
Chesierficld and Brentford in
thelr lengue is not usually
pesociaied with European
champions. In the yeam
before Forest's Wi,
Liverpool, Bayern Munich
and Ajax were the wimners,

Forest are the i winnems oi

the Eurcpean Cup fo &lip to
the third tier of their pational
lewypiee

[a 1980, Forest relained the
European Cup, this tme bend-
mg Hamburg 1-0 in the fimal
They were the undispubed
kings of [uropean foatball,
they played with coafidence
angl style. In their side they
possessed Trevor Francis,
Peter Shilton, foln Robertson
il Belurtin £ Neill. They hod
sown the seeds of o loped
that conld not die. They were
tmmioetal,

In the yesr following e
Hurtpenn succesees, Forest
consalidated their position s
ane of the 1op sldes m
England although they didn’
add any. silverware unnl [
Leapue Cup success m FREG
They came wery close thil
yeur o sscuring in \nprece-
dieiited domestic ireble but in
the end they were catdone by
Liverposl and Aniennl. So, at
the emi of the 1980%, the
European Cup glory wos in
thic pust, tee uenem was ching-
g vl they were still i the
Englizsh football elite [n May
1993 however, Forest wer:
relegated bringug & sad end
to Clough's gluriuus 18-vear

carger. Since his departure,
Nottingham Forest have had
eight managers and spent just
four cut of 12 seasons in the
Premiership.

There were bricf streaks of
light. Frank Clack,  lefi-hack
on the 1979 team look the
team 1o a third-place [inih in
the Premieiship in the 994
5. Stan Collymore aHryan
Roy and Stuan Pearce were
among the fines players in
the country. Cullvinote was
an iconic figure, capuoble of
clectrifying and captivating
football while Pearce was the
very emblem of bullish
Enylish spirit.

In June (995 Collymore
wik sold to Liverpool and his
supcessor Andreas  Silena
wis o massive dissapoint-
menl. The goals dred up and
Forest dropped down the
leaguie in thi seamons that fol-
lowed. They endured puicoes-
sive relepations pnd promio-
tioms but m 199 they tm-
bied out of the top fight aad
have pot reburnad since,

They mmed out a talented
set of youngaters i Duvid
Prution, Andy Reid, Michaz]
Davom and Jermaine Jenas,
Manuger foe Kinnear could
oot gl the bisst out them and
b o, ull four have been
sold Kinnear fumped ship
belre relegation from
Dyivisiuin (ise was mathemat-
icnl nnd Megson took over
an the club embarrmssmply
bt imevitahbly slid into e
pirmpousky mamted League
O, in other worpds, the
ihird fhar

And that's where (ihey
stapndi  Fook' i dreising
roodns, shouting  the odds,
Phirvers Hke Fugen Bopp and
Sco  Dobie being  iheir
superstarn, Hemg consiened
to visns to Laver Rowd, the
Recreation Groumd snd 1he
Friness Frrst Smdium ore o far
ey froen the heaviag, packed

hithestres = of  the

bew i Madnd aud the

i Stadiem i Muonch

e yoes onand Pl

as car aleep soundly in
<l ‘ol M
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MR COOL HAS T&T
ON THE BRINK

Leo Beenhakker, one of the most colourful characters in international football, caught up with The Moon's
Cillian O Conchuir to discuss his Trinidad & Tobago side's chances of making the 2006 World Cup

ICE COOL: Beenhakker smokes a trademark cigar as he looks on frum the sidelines

THIS November, Leo Been-
hakker will aim to bring
Trinidad & Tobago (T&T)
out of football obscurity and
onto the world stage. Before
his side's crucial play-off with
Bahrain on November 12th
and 16th, the former Real
Magdrid, Ajax and Dutch
manager spoke about the dra-
matic tum around in T & T's
fortunes.

Beenhakker was called up-
on to rescue the Caribbean

outfit back in April after an
abysmal start under former
coach, Bertille St Claire. On
the receiving end of an open-
ing 2-1 defeat at the hands of
USA, then, 2 5-1 drumming
at Guatemala and a scoreless
draw with Costa Rica, left
T&T bottom of the final
CONCACAF group round.
He scemed unfazed at the
task in hand. "When there is

a lot of pressure its okay. It
doesn't deter me. [ can handle

it perfectly," said the cool,
stick Dutchinian.

His appointment was cru-
cial and many asked why it
had not come sooner. "From
what ! saw," began Been-
hakker, "there was no team.
We had players but no team.
At the same time | saw that
there was much more in
every player and more in the
team."

"Of course qualifying was
not realistic. Normally we

would have been out, but we
fook it as a challenge, know-
ing that we were at least on
the same level as Costa Rica,
Guatemala and Panarma. With
a little bit of tuck we thought
from the beginning that we
could do it. We took the chal-
lenge and it is going well.”
T & T instantly looked a
changed side. "I wanted to
enforce three things! First of
all building a team, working
on the fact that the left hand

has to know what the right
hand is doing. Second we
worked one hour, each ses-
ston, on ball possession be-
causc that is what football is
all about. Finally, to get much
more confidence and firpes
that the odher guys are betier
Voo arne,

I there ever wis & comiplete
opposite to Jose Mourinho,
It's Beenhakker. On the brink
of greatness with Trinidad, he
ts modest, self-effacing and
reserved. Beenbakker went
straight for the tunmei after
the dramatic comeback
against Mexico. "T was the
first guy to o inside beoause
ihe play=rs had all the right to
celebrate it un the pirch. It
was not the end. i wis only
the begimming. 1t wos nice, us
we have not waon anything
all.”

His fatth in his players
siriking and he is confident
without seeming arrogant. "l
was surprised that Mexico
scored the fMrst goal becmuse
we had the whole match
iy lunach. | vt full of confi-
dence (hat we could win (i
match and 1 said that at fialf
time to the players. Just jo
out and perfori, the chances
will come and you can win
this match. It wan a mnich
wlhete you had the sensation
withun five munutes (hat you
could winat"”

Drefiathi Yinrke | 34 b and Hus-
sell Lotapry (373 cmergod
from rotorement for  thie
World Cup gualifving cam-
paign, bul Beenbakbor rule
bished cluines thail the pair are
datTicnlt o work with. “These
guys ate oo mors difficul:
then any other playess. To
munage o-foghall feam you

Fnped tero things Yob deed
your Inowledige af fogrball

wred woed- tocunderatund
pm:i?;rﬂ EIVe yuurdine to
them.

Latapy at 37 is known as
'the little magician.' "The key
is not 37. [ always say your
age based on your date of
birth is not important. Age is
how you feel inside. He has a
good eye for what a leam
needs and how they are in
play. At this moment nge 0
not important. He can still
play two matches in four
days."

The relationship he shares
with his players is unparal-

leled. "I give all my time 24
hours a day to my players. It
can be on the pitch, it can be
outside the pitch, it can be in
a meiital wav, social way, but
| live with them 24 hours. I
think that 15 the key of build-
ing 5 good leim and also to
ey e pols, pot ey 1 a pro-
fesmonal way bul alsp i a
human way."

His managerial record is
impressive; three Spanish ti-
tles with Heal Madrd. three
Dutch feiigue titles, with Ajax
(2) and Feyenoord (1) us well
1 a World Cup appearance
with Helland in [959(1 {ibvi-
ously not feeling idebied o
him for gening them to their
first World Cup in the USA
04, Saudi Arabia dismissed
him Before # ball was kicked
at tke Fiunl's,

In 1989 TET were in o sim-
lar position. With qualifica-
Lot ad theii finger tips they
were defeited at home by the
USA. That victory not only
put the UUSA into the World
Cup, bul it gave a new lease
of Iife 10 football in their na-
taan. 1t might well have been
T & T ip that position today
had the team, which included
u 21 year-olil Russell Latipy
] one Dwight Yorke, lived
up o expevintions. "For sure
they will look back on (hai
goine, but thak is not nvy prob-
lem. I wiork now and T lisc
row, | don't live in the past.”

S0, what would qualifiving
for Ciermany mesn fo the 273
ialands that make up Trimidad
& Tobaga' "A week's carni-
val,” he 1eplies with a little
laugh. Babrain will test Been-
hakker's resilience as a man-
ager. "We will not underesti-
mate Balirwin in any way. The
supporiers and sverybady can
dream of Germany, The main
part is thit we the profession-
als keep both feet on the
ground. Let's first play
Bahrain. 1 always want to
win. I will only be happy
when we win and when we
quulify for Germany."

With rumours of Bobby
Zamora and J-Lloyd Samuel
pessibly linking up before the
showdown with Bahrain, the
future looks bright for
Trinidad. If, however,
Trinidad take the Saudi op-
tion and sack the Dutchman,
he could always come man-
age the Irish feam.
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BRIAN'S GONE, BUT WHO KERRS?

By Fargal Browne

The shortest [rish football
management regn for Gy
yoars  ended last Tuesday
night when Briap Kerr was
unanimously sacked ns man-
nger, leaving the unceriain
question of what's next for
ihe senior side?

Hrian Kerr's 33 month, 33
game reign cuded without
even the need for a vote at the
Great Southern Hotel on
Dublint's northside from the
ten FAl mombers present
Only Chief Executive John
Delaney was present st the
press  conference that
revealed Kerm's faith. He
ciled the fuilure to quatify for
the 2006 World Cop as ithe
muie reasan for ik dismizsa)
He stated “we conasidered a
wide range of things but most
of the attention was locised
on the team's performance
and the resulis achieved.

Later 1hat night Kerr lam-
bawted the decmpon o pelieve
him of his duties s "ahort-
sighted” amd clumed it was
"contrary to the miuch vaumt-
gd spirit of the Genesis
fepart” 1 o sdatcament
released by his agent, John
Drury. Kerr mdded he was

intengely. saddensd 1o be
sacked from & job he ongs
called the hest job in ihe
woo

Beerr's  supporicrs  haye
argucd that the FAJL has
boen 100 hasty in petting rid
of & man, who has offered
them 8 years of loyal service.
They point to the fact chat
Kerr won 18 of his 33 games
in charge, while his predeces-
sor, Mick McCarthy, won
only 12 of hiz first 33 games
in charpe but yei the axe was
not wisebded an him.

Others have sympathised
with Kerr doe to the quality
of players ot his disposal. Six
of the 11 startess against
Switzerland are not first team
regulars for their respective
clubs, includmg neither strik-
e in A game Ireland had to
win.

Kerr's oritics, on the other
hand, pointed o Kerr's fail-
ures as a tactician and a moti-
vator as justification for his
dismissal. When the going

tough agminsi  both
Switrerland mnd Frutice al
Lansdowne Romd and goals
were nesded Kerr kepd to the
one-dimenstonal 4.4-2 sys-
teme and only repliced like-
for-like players when it was

x e
> -

clear it wasn't wodking.

Perhaps, thaugh, what neal
Iy sealed Eesr's resignution
were the ban games ngainst
lsrael. Critics cile the aega-
tivity in Tel Aviv and the tac-
tical decision of replacing an
injnred Robbile Keane with
Grahom  Knovanagh  mi
Lapsdovome Rusad, thus nulli-
fying the effect of the ram-
paging Duff, who was moved
from his natural position of
left midfield io centre for-
ward, a& the moments tha
oost lreland a ploce in the
Wrld Cup.

Kerr's critics also claim
that, under Kerr, Ireland hisve
not had the "put 'em under
pressure” mentality that typi-
fied the Charlton and
McCarthy erms. The long
unbeaten run et Lansdowne
Road was surrendered rather
tnaly o the French while
criics claim that the Swiss
performance lacked the

impetis necessary for 8 vic
i

ary.

This lesves the question of
what's next? For the first time
in 15 years Ireland lick an
msprrationgl leader on the
figld as o result of the retire-
mentd of Koy Keang and
Kenny Conninghnm. As well

as thai & new oannger kel

e appomied
A three-man sbotinmiies
COMprising Delnney,

Président David Blood apd
Secrolary Michoel Cody will
headbuni & successor.
Dexpite  Delaney claiming
"it's a decent job, n high pro-
file job and i's & deceni
salary” the Association will
find it difficuit to argact ine
big names of Premicrship
foodhall [Kem's 400 D00 per
animum salary i well below
average compares oo whin
most premiership munagers
€arm).

The Irish fans will lave 1o
wait amd see. Martin ¥ Neill
and Alex Ferguson have been
mentioned a5 contenders bt
both have ruled theinselves
out. The ficld is sull wide
open and Diclancy hns said
“we're prepared o wall® in
order to find the nght succes-
.

Whoever that person i has
o difficult job on ther hands,
The retirement of Keane is
the bogle call for the end of
an e ‘Whether a new e
cifi bring Fuccess or contin-
ued fmilure remains o be

Feaituring
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ASHES INFLAME
CRICKET PASSION

By Dlarmuid Carter
You may have noticed (hai
cricket is becominy increns-
ingly popular in Trelemd A
onutine syibol of the
British Establishment is now
being played by school chil-
dren nll meross Ireland. It is
heing shivwn In pubs in rural
towTis, & gracing the back
pages ol the dailies and, as-
tonishinely, Freddie Flintoff
is becuiming suinething of a
celebrity over here. So how
did this hipmen! It is eany to
say that the Ashes frenzy,
which gripped Englend, has
spilled over to our dear isle.
This is certiinly true to sume
extent, bui [rizh cricket is
now stronper than i his ever
been before,

. In July of this vear Ircland
hosted the [CC trophy, an

Sitan Miichell, the President of
the lrish Cricket Unton. lre-
lnned Dmished nmsers-ap i
fhe compedition, [osing to
Scottand in the final, qualifi-
ing them lor the Cricker
World Cup in 2007. Even
more recently Ireland won
the ICC Interconti-
nizritnd Cuip, begting
Kenya moihe fi-
nal and win-
ning out
againsi
Seni-

land, the Netherlands und the
United Arab Emirates aleng
the weay. This suceess musi be
crediied, but ls it merely =
flash in the pan? ls cricket
here io

stay as & serious spori? Brian
O'Rourke. developinent offi-
cer of the Lemster Cricket
Club and Irish U119 coach
thinks so.

"More mmd more kuls are
 taking up ericket, os-
pecially  through
schoois. While
mary people
- e e

event that wis described as
"the biggest event in the long
history of Irish cricket® by

erick-
el ma
an  ox-
clusive
ipam  chil-
dren dont sec
i this way. All

they e is the en-
Joyment i ihe spord
#nd hopefully this
will encournge thiem
ey jusin ebidbes * Birian
alsn. seed the mflux
of non-matkonals us
nnodhier jmysartant
fuctior in the growil
of Imsh  cricket,

"people are moving to Ireland
from countries like Zimbab-
we, Australia, South Africa
and Pakistan. Places where
cricket is hiage. Whei ithiey jict
here sty want to-play eriches,
which s o hipe boost to the
sport. As well ns that, a few
years down uic line they'll
have kids whe'll want to play.
All in all ericket has o guod
future i this counry”

This sudden interest is not
confined to the schoolyard
and Heisn s seen guite a
fow young Erish adults de-
velop an enthisiasm in
ekl " e
witched ha&yﬁup
my ihe summer and
realised that cricker
can be really exciting.
Thin, in bere, mskes
them want o play the
game* These adults m-
¢lude women nnd there in
# heajthy women's cricke
scene i Dublin

sl hovee plais crickes
with Mernon Cricket Clab
and freland. She oo helkeves
cricket is on the up sayving,
"There are u lot more people,
women posd men, playing
cricket in Trelpnid. There arc
1 lot ul F
cricket d?rn“m mg o
then joimng clubs later on."
However she does believe
there i n difference m the el
[ecis this is  bhavibg on
vummen's cricke! “men's cnek-
et & definitcly - geming
stronger but even  though
muee pirls are joinisge | think
the stamdond of women's
ericked 18 declinmg. fn parfic-
wlar, there are u lot mbre oo
natfonal men coming here
frluying :-'lr:h:{ thpm ihere nre
wormen.”

Proaf thut ericket v estab-
Tistromgg s i Frelond,  the
preagthening of links be-
tween Irish clubs and English
Coaty elubn, Al the momenl
thers are four Treh playess
playing for county teams. Ed
loyce, lsobel's brother, amil
Eoan Murgun play for Muddle-
s, Miall ©¥Hrien plays for
Foenid and Andrew White plays
fir Mortlants, These tics hrve
imsloubedly  improved the
Irish ganse end make i more
desirnble to oy ind m pro-
feaspopal, Yot ii als means
that Irish cricket waffern o

drain of talent as players leave
the couniry to play for the
Counties and perfiips even
gualiiy 1o play for Englamd
througls residency. Ed Joyoe is
u periect eximmple of thia
Urenerally seen ns one of the
best players Irelznd has pro-
duced in the lasi [orty years.
Ed Joyce has played for binth
England #and freland. In the
ICC trophiy Joyee hit 359 rns
for Ireland, yet justifinbly he
prefers o play for England he
aaid, "I 1 go on the Englamd A
joi, that coumnis s [ can'iploy
fior Treland. Tve mode my de-
cision now. [t was greai tn go
hock and pley for Iretand bt
that was 4 ane oflL" 5o while
Brian ORourke believes mare

they canonly =ver 1o so fir in
Ireland. If they really want to
mike it, they'll always have to
cross the waler, Ed Jovee also
drew ntienivon 1o tis aying,
"in general youth cricket m
Irelund = quite sirong but af-
ter ihat there's nowhere’ for
plivers ko go, They either
manke I it the Hrelwnd team -
mnd they've (o pet jobs ien-
et into counties or Gl by ibe
wyside ™

While cricket s getfing
stroager theie will alwiys be
limitations in ihis couniry,
Firsily theve i the stipm sl
cricksl B 4 predomiosntly
English and protestast spon
wnd this continmes 1o hound
ihe gome. This inoge pots o
Int af people off and while i
exints cricket will always be
seeii os litthe more then a hob-
by by & ot of Inish people.
The Joyoe funily, originally
from inner city Dublin, have
oo grénd cncket tradifaom yet
bt Bl misd Dsshee| have mada
it 1o the top level. This stigma
i3 s menns crickel doesn'
hove fhe following 1o suppon
el own plavern leadmg to the
tilend draim, Yet this summer
hak shown that many people
i Ireland enjov cricked, play-
ing o watching. Perlaps in
YORM LG O Imore can et
over the prejudsce agninst it
nngl give the game a go. And
who knows, we mighi even

best the Uaglish some day.
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