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TABLE 4.1, : EARLIER PREHISTORIC FABRIC IN COUNTIES LIMERICK AND

CLARE

Category No. Category No.
Cemetery caimn 10 Megalithic tomb 30
Cemetery mound 4 Midden 7
Cist 42 Passage-tomb 1
Court-tomb 4 Polygonal cist 3
Cursus 2 Pertal-tomb 4
Henge 0 Rock scribing \ art 2
Long cist cemetery 6 Short cist 5
Megalithic quarry 1 Urn burial 7
Megalithic Structure 140 Wedge-tomb 140

Source : OPW, SMR Records

TABLE 4.2. : LATER PREHISTORIC FABRIC IN COUNTIES LIMERICK AND

CLARE

Category No. Category No,
Barrow 59 Ring-barrow 514
Barrow - group 15 Ring-barrow group 6
Fulacht fiadh 339 Standing stone 171
Fulachta fiadh 101 Standing stone - pair ]
Inscribed stone 1 Stone circle 21
Multiple-stone circle 2 Stone row 6
Ogham sfone 7 Stone sculpture 2
Pond barrow 2

Source : OPW, SMR Records

TABLE 4.3. ;: PRE-CHRISTIAN FABRIC IN COUNTIES LIMERICK AND CLARE

Category No. Category No.
Cashel 349 Promontory fort 35
Crannog 37 Ringfort - raised 2
Crannog group 2 Ringfort (rath \ cashel) a57
Hillfort 4 Souterrain 50
Iron working 2 Watermill 42

Source : OPW, SMR Records

TABLE 4.4. : EARLY CHRISTIAN FABRIC IN COUNTIES LIMERICK AND CLARE

Category No. Category No.
Bullaun stone 40 Graveyard 314
Burial ground 223 Holy well 381
Early Church Site (OS) 39 Round tower 10
Ecclesiastical enclosure 27

Source : OPW, SMR Records
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TABLE 4.5. : MEDIEVAL FABRIC IN COUNTIES LIMERICK AND CLARE

Category No. Catepory No.
Bawn 11 Motte and bailey 2
Castle 405 Tower house 122
Moated site 23 Tower house and Bawn 14
Motie 2

Source : OPW, SMR Records

TABLE 4,6. : SETTLEMENT FABRIC IN COUNTIES LIMERICK AND CLARE

Category No. Category No.
1996 Census Towns 05 Historic town* 16
Additional OS Towns 110 Deserted Settlement 33
Post Offices (2000) 140

Source : OPW, SMR Records, OSI Maps, An Post

* = Historic town is a classification used by Dichas in the SMR to identify settlements of
antiquity - this usually involves listing the historical quarter of the relevant settlement as
an archaeologically sensitive area.

Present Day Settlement in Limerick and Clare

Following the medieval period, the next wave of settlement to impact on the Limerick
and Clare area was the Plantation of Munster which was carried out in 1584. In this
ambitious plan approximately 100,000 hectares of profitable land was confiscated
primarily in the counties of Waterford, Cork & Limerick. The proposal was to attract
15-25,000 colonists, headed by powerful landlord-undertakers such as Walter Raleigh,
Sir Richard Grenville and the poet Edmund Spenser.'” This, like other such plantations

of the 16™ and 17™ centuries was almost totally unsuccessful, particularly in the case of

planned development in Limerick and Clare.*

According to Andrews, throughout the various colonies during this period, habitation is

characterised by continuity, being focused on existing sites for a number of rcasons.

These reasons include:

) Familiarity of place name;

| Presence of medieval castles or early churches which could be

adapted to modern governmental or military requirements;

o Geographical advantage.”’

" Aalen, F. H. A, (1978) Man and The Landscape in freland, p. 142

% Andrews, J. (2000) ‘Plantation Ireland: A review of Settlement History®, p. 140.

2 Ibid. p. 144
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Thus, while in theory one would expect some differentiation between ‘planted’
Limerick and ‘unplanted’ Clare, the settlement form and fabric remained chiefly
unchanged at this time in both counties. Smyth supports this in his analysis of sixteenth
century settlement fabric stating that Ireland’s urban structures at this time were formed

of ‘old towns” which were predominantly walled.*

During the eighteenth century the Irish economy and agriculture expanded and the
landscape as it exists today was chiefly formed.? The ruling elite sought to remould the
rural and wban landscapes, and this may be seen in the proliferation of ‘Palladian and
neo-classical residences and carefully landscaped demesnes’.** This was accompanied
by the creation of a high quality road network and the enhancement of navigation
canals. The Georgian vision of a ‘tidy landscape’ can be further evidenced in urban
improvements and the expansion of cities and towns i.e. Dublin, Cork, Waterford and
Limerick.” Further down the hierarchy, estate villages were planned and built and
‘Georgian’ models / styles filtered into even the smallest settlements where the
architecture and plans of the period can be seen to the present day. Again, following the
pattern presented thus far these developments were undertaken predominantly at

established settlement sites

The Famine of 1845-51 is the turning point of population growth in nineteenth century
Ireland. The overall trend of the century is one of population explosion throughout the
first half, followed by a sharp drop in population resulting from the famine and
subsequent emigration. The resultant decay in settlement fabric was somewhat tackled
during the last decades of the century, with the construction of fine new buildings and

regeneration of existing settlements in the style which has been labelled ‘Victorian’.

In many cases it took until the mid-twentieth century for the post-famine trend of
decline to be arrested in areas both rural and urban. This leads to the present day pattern
of settlement distribution which is outlined in Figure 4.7.. The most practical
classification of settlement is the identification of ‘towns’ as identified by the Central
Statistic Office (CSO). Using this classification 38 CSO towns are identified in County

Limerick and 28 in County Clare. Looking in more detail, the urban profile of the two

2 Smyth, W. J. (2000) “Ireland a Colony’, p. 165

2 Aalen, F. H. A. (1978) Man and The Landscape in Ireland, p. 152
Kelly, 1. (77?) ‘From splendour to Famine’, p. 78.

® Ibid.
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counties are considerably different. The data show that in 1996, 61% of the population
in the County of Limerick lived in CSO defined towns while 49% of the population of
County Clare lived in such towns. There are 61 persons per km? in Limerick while Clare
has 29 persons per km’. In both counties, a considerable portion of the population lives
outside the areas, which have been defined as ‘town’ by the CSO. Considering this,
alternative methods were sought in this project, to ensure that smaller settlement foci

could be identified.

The first alternative method was to examine the classification of settlements by the
Ordnance Survey of Ireland (OSI). Examining the 1:50,000 Discovery Series maps
added 15 more settlements in Clare and 14 in Limerick, while extracting settlements

from the 1:250,000 Holiday Map yielded 43 in Limerick and 38 in Clare.

In order to consider sites with minor settlements which may act as community focal
points, An Post (the Irish national postal service provider) were contacted to obtain a list
of their branches, as post offices provide a centre for local communities, and are key
elements in place-identity. Only 18 offices are in locations, which were not identified by
any other means. The following table draws together the data which was extracted using
the various sources results in a total of 193 sites which can be considered as focal points

for present day settlement.

TABLE 4.7. : IDENTIFICATION OF SETTLEMENTS
CSO 50k 250k PO Combined
Total
CSO 65 65
50k 61 90 94
250k 62 ) 165 175
ro 62 82 116 140 193

This list of 193 sites may be considered as potential cases for more detailed study. As
can be seen in Figure 4.7. the main focus of the larger settlements is the east Clare -
Northeast Limerick area, which contains the City of Limerick, and its suburbs and also
the large settlements of Shannon and Ennis. Settlement in Limerick is more dispersed,
with a number of large towns scattered throughout the county - primarily throughout the
central lowlands of the county. In County Clare, the trend outside this southeastern focal
point is for settlements to be sited in coastal areas. A further trend is for the earlier
upland locations in southeastern Limerick and northern Clare, to have very few

settlements in the modern period.
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Having identified potential sites, the next stage is to identify examples from within this
group which are suitable for detailed investigation. These are to be chosen for primarily
religious reasons, thus the evolution of Christianity in the study area is briefly examined

in the following section.

Evolution of Christianity in Study Area

In order to select ecclesiastically influenced sites for investigation, it is important to
understand the evolution of Christianity in the study area. It appears that there was
considerable contact between Ireland and Europe as early as the mid-second century
AD, as evidenced in the presence of Irish place-names in Ptolemy’s Cosmographia.
According to Mac an Bhaird there is a marked concentration in this work of sites along
the Leinster and Munster coastlines.® This would suggest trading between Ireland and

the continent.?’

From the first century AD, if not before then, landfalls were
sufficiently frequent and intelligible contacts between traders and
natives sufficiently fruitful to allow Lrish place-names to pass into that
much wider repertoire of sailing directions and commercial lore.?

If this was the case, connection with Roman Europe, and thus, Christianity, most likely
existed prior to the mass conversion of the island to Christianity. Morcover, Roman
influence may have been a vital element in the early establishment of Irish eremitic

.. . 29
monasticism in the fifth century.

An important element in considering the Christianisation of Ireland is the Patrician
story.*® The first reason is that it illustrates the manner in which the documentary
evidence has been manipulated by hagiographers in promoting Patrick. While there is
an apparently complete record of history at some sites, and other sites are rarely
mentioned, it is important to be aware that this may arise from political influence on the

written record. Thus, the foundations that were active in self-promotion are often the

% Mac an Bhaird, A. ‘Ptolemy revisited’ cited in Thomas, C. (1998) ‘Early Medieval Munster’, p. 9.
While historically, Ireland was divided into many kingdoms and territories, at the present time the
island is made up of four provinces: Munster Leinster Connaught and Ulster. The Province of
Leinster contains twelve counties in the south-eastern portion of the island, while Munster
contains six counties and is in the southwestern portion of the island.

7 Thomas, C. (1998) ‘Early Medieval Munster’, p. 9.

% Ibid.

# Ibid, p. 10.
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ones that the written histories remember. Secondly, it is important to understand the
manner in which connection to ‘Patrick” was used to raise the status of individual site.

As will be seen, this link with Patrick was often used to validate a site.

It has been suggested (by De Paor) that Christian communities must have existed in
Munster by the beginning of the fifth century.’' Such a conversion may have arisen
either from contact through trading, or as a result of raids on the nearby Roman
provinces of Britain. The geographical proximity of France to the Munster coastline, in
addition to archaeological evidence for trading (particularly the importation of wine),
also suggests strong possibilities that Christianity may originally have arrived via this
route.*? There is no information however, to suggest how these early Christians would

have been organised.

According to tradition, four saints - the ‘quatuor sanctissimi episcopi’ are supposed to
have brought Christianity to Munster.™ These were Saint Ailbe of Emly; Saint Déclan
of Ardmore; Saint Ciaran of Cape Clear and Saigir; and Saint Ibar of Beggery Island.**
While none of these four saints established foundations in the geographical area being
investigated in this project, they do provide a good illustration of how linkage to St.
Patrick is a central theme in accounts of these saints, despite the possibility that they
pre-date him. This link is used to validate the claims of the Saint in guestion, Patrick

being the anchor point for establishing religious authenticity.

Looking forward in history, there is very little evidence on the formation of dioceses in
the 12th century, but, it is unlikely a coincidence that nearly all the churches connected
with the ‘pre-Patrician’ saints were those which were in contention for episcopal
recognition. It has been proposed that antiquity (through links with Patrick) was used as
a means of supporting claims for achieving diocesan status and the existence of these
‘historical’ Lives further supported such ambitions. Emly for example was under threat

by Killaloe, Rosscarbery was fending off the claims of Cork and Ardmore was under

* For discussion of the Patrician controversy see De Paor, L. (1993) Saint Patrick’s World; Ryan, J.
(1931} Irish Monasticism; Sharpe, R. (1989) ‘Quatuor Sanctissimi Episcope: Irish Saints Before
Patrick’; Gleeson, D.F. (1958) *Saint Patrick in Ormond’

' De Paor, L. (1993) Saint Patrick’s World in O Riain-Raedel, D. (1998) “The Question of the ‘Pre-
Patrician’ Saints of Munster’, p. 18,

2 See Edwards, N. (1990) The Archaeology of Early Medieval Ireland, pp 68-71.

3 Sharpe, R. (1989} ‘Quatuor Sanctissimi Episcope: Irish Saints Before Patrick’ in O Riain-Raedel, D.
{1998) “The Question of the ‘Pre-Patrician’ Saints of Munster’, p. 19.

* 0 Riain-Raedel, D. (1998) ‘The Question of the ‘Pre-Patrician’ Saints of Munster’, p. 19,
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threat by Lismore/Waterford.”> This may raise questions regarding the validity of these
saints’ Lives as sources for examining the Christianisation of Ireland. But, it does
support the possibility that churches existed in the southwest region of Ireland in the
early fifth century, and illustrates the intentional use (and perhaps manipulation) of

documentary material for political purposes.

A number of sites in County Limerick claim links to Patrick. After he baptised Aengus
at Cashel (in County Tipperary), he is supposed to have entered the eastern poition of
County Limerick. He is believed to have passed through Pallas Grean (Grian) and
Kilteely (Cell Tidil).*® From here he travelled to Multach Cae hill (known today as
Knockea) south east of present day Limerick City, ‘winning goodwill’ and gaining
access to a wide area for his ‘apostolic labours’.’” One of Patrick’s most famous
foundations in this region was ‘Dulach na Féinne’, which became known as Ard Patraic

(or Ardpatrick). From here he appears to have left Limerick, travelling into the area

known as Ormond (i.e. North Tipperary).®®

While the following comment from Begley is perhaps zealous in its tone, it conveys the

overall importance of the Patrician ideal, even up to recent times:

After spending a considerable time in the territory baptising and
teaching the people, he went to evangelize other districts, leaving
behind him well trained missionaries, as was his custom, to organise
and minister to the spiritual wants of the newly-formed Christian
community.™

Thus it is likely that the apparent success of Senan and other founders of sites m Clare
and Limerick may be directly related to the ‘propaganda’ activity of their latter-day
followers. Due to a major dearth of sources, accuracy in interpreting the relative
importance of self-promoted early church founders cannot be realised. With this in
mind, the individual case studies presented in this work outline the work of the main

‘saints’, while taking cognisance of the reliability of the source material.

While a connection to Saint Patrick would have been desirable by those who wrote the

histories of County Clare, it was not directly attainable. The words of White appear as a

33 .
Ibid, p. 21.

% Begley, Rev. 1. (1906) The Diocese of Limerick Ancient and Medieval, p. 27; Baircad, Rev. F.

) (1944) ‘St Patrick’s Itinerary Through County Limerick’, p. 68.

3 .
Ibid.

¥ Ibid, p. 72; Gleeson, D.F. (1958) ‘Saint Patrick in Ormond’, p. 44.

¥ Begley, Rev. I. (1906) The Diocese of Limerick Ancient and Medieval, p. 32
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famentation of the fact that Patrick by-passed County Clare. According to him: ‘this

county was not at any time blessed by the presence of St. Patrick’,*®

The tradition, that the patron saint of Ireland did not actually set foot in the county
appears [o be well-established as reference is to be found in the Vita Tripartita referring

to Patrick’s non entry into Clare:

Patrick himself did not go into the land; but he saw the land round
Limerick in the West and in the North and he blessed the territories
and their islands and he prophesised of the sainte (sic) who would be
therein, their names and the time at which they would arrive.*!

However, indirect contact appears to have been achieved. It is said that while St. Patrick
was preaching in the county of the Hy Figcinte - which is a portion of County Limerick,
he was visited by men from Thomond, (the people of County Clare), who invited him to
preach and baptise in their country.’? For some reason Patrick was unable to respond to
thetr request, but, he consoled them by foretelling the birth of one of their own who
would do for their country what he was doing throughout Ireland he then blessed these

visitors and their tands.*

Bairead examining this tale illustrates that in the Tripartite Life, Patrick is reported as
having met people from Tuathmumu, while in the Life of Senan, Corco Baiscinn is
substituted for Tuathmumu. The latter version of this event appears to be carefully
constructed to comnect Corco Baiscinn (ancestral home of Saint Senan) more closely
with Patrick. Further similar alterations occur in the Life of Senan, which tells that Bolc
of Corco Baiscinn was baptised by Patrick while the Tripartite tells that Cairthen king
of Déis Tuaiscitt (later known as Dal gCais) was baptised. This change in emphasis,
would have been carried out to accentuate the importance of Senan’s predecessors, and
thus raise his own status — this exercise, referred to by O Maidin as blatant propaganda,
is linked to Scattery - Senan’s foundation - seeking episcopal status.** A Patrician link
would help to support this claim. As a result of successful propaganda, Senan has

become one of the pivotal figures in the Christianisation of Clare.

*©" White, Rev. p. (1893) History of Clare, p. 24.

Y Vita Tripartita cited in Gwynn, A. (1962} 4 History of the Diocese of Killaloe, p. 3.

2 Murphy, 1. (1974) ‘County Clare from Earliest Times to the Sixteenth Century’, p. 6; White, Rev. p.
(1893) History of Clare, p. 25.

" White, Rev. p. (1893) History of Clare, pp 25-26.

0 Maidin, U. (1998) *The Celtic Monk'
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The first diffusion of Christianity into Clare (Thomond) may have resulted from the
aforementioned conversion of Cairthinn by Patrick. However, there is no account of any
church being founded before the late fifth century by Brecan who was a disciple or co-
worker of St. Enda of Aran.” This Enda founded a church in Corcomroe — North Clare

near present day Lisdoonvarna and a church on Aranmore is named after Brecan.

FIGURE 4.8. : MAP OF LIMERICK AND CLARE, ILLUSTRATING DIOCESES

[ 2¢0-4s0n
[] 120-240m
[ ] <120m

Church Organisation in County Limerick

The County of Limerick is chiefly contained in the diocese of Limerick (Figure 4.8.),
with some small portions in those of Emly and Killaloe."® At the present time Roman
Catholic parish boundaries are recognised by the local population in rural Ireland.
However these are less stable than their more historic Church of Ireland counterparts.”’
For research purposes the Church of Ireland or ‘Established Church’ boundaries are

most appropriate in examining church divisions as they approximate the *Civil parish’

% Westropp, T.J. (1900) ‘The churches of County Clare’, p. 103,
* Lewis, S. (1837) A Tepagraphical Dictionary of Ireland Vol. 2. p. 262.
T Mitehell, B. (1986) A4 New Genealogical Atlas of Ireland, pp 6-7.
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divisions which are based on early medieval church divisions.”® There are 130 Civil

parishes in the County and these are primarily in the diocese of Limerick.*

The diocese of Limerick is one of the eleven, which form the religious province of
Cashel. It is 55km in length and approximately 25km in breadth, extending over an
estimated surface of 124,300 hectares of which 5,060 are in Clare and the remainder in

th

Limerick. It is said to have been founded in the 6™ or 7" century by St. Munchin, who

(according to tradition) was consecrated bishop by St. Patrick.>

Emly is another of the dioceses, which form the religious province of Cashel. It is
55,910 hectares in size, of which 34,900 are in the County of Limerick, the remainder
being in County Tipperary, there are 44 parishes in the Church of Ireland diocese.”
Emly, or ‘Imlagh’ as it was recorded, according to Lewis, was one of the three principal
towns identified by Ptolemy and was formerly an important ‘city’, which had been
founded by Saint Ailbe or Alibeus, who became its first abbot, and died in the early
sixth century (the present population of the entire parish is approximately 870).°* In

1562 an act of parliament unified the bishopric with that of Cashel.>

Church Organisation in County Clare

As with the rest of Ireland, the earliest churches in Clare not only form the ‘tide-marks’
of early Christianity they have also preserved the extent of tribal lands and petty
kingdoms which existed in approximately 1100AD.”* With the exception of three
parishes, which are in the diocese of Limerick, the parishes in the County of Clare are
included in either the diocese of Killaloe or Kilfenora, with the whole of the latter
diocese being within the county. These dioceses, as with those encompassing the

County of Limerick, are all within the province of Cashel (See Figure 4.8.).

According to Lewis, Pope John IV, who consecrated St. Flannan, successor to St. Lua
(or Molua) as the first Bishop, originally founded the sce of Killaloe about 639.% It

contains parts of the counties of Laois, Limerick, Galway and Offaly with a large

*  See also Nolan and Simms, (1998) frish Towns, p- 17

*® Mitchell, B. (1986) 4 New Genealogical Atlas of Ireland, p. 28.

0 Lewis, S.(1837) 4 Topographical Dictionary of reland, Vol. 2. p. 273.
' Ibid, Vol. I. p. 598.

> Ibid.

> Ibid. p. 599.

" Westropp, T.J. (1900) ‘The churches of County Clare’, p. 101

* Lewis, S. (1837) 4 Topographical Dictionary of Ireland Vol. 2. p. 122,
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portion of the County of Tipperary, and the greater part of County Clare. It extends
about 160 km in length, varying from 15 km to 51 km in breadth. To give an idea of the
distribution of the diocese, Lewis recorded it as comprising:
an estimated [254,550 hectares] of which [1,300 hectares] are in
Queen’s County (or Laois) [2,150 hectares] in Limerick, [3,550

hectares] in Galway, [20,250 hectares] in King’s County (or Offaly),
[54,500 hectares] in Tipperary and [172,800 hectares] in Clare.>®

In 1837 the total number of parishes in the diocese was 108, but the number of churches

was only 56, thus signifying the small Church of Ireland numbers.

The Episcopal Sce of Kilfenora is of very uncertain origin. It is not precisely known
who was the first bishop, though many are of the opinion that St. Fachnan, to whom the
cathedral of Kilfenora is dedicated, must have been the founder. His successors, who
were also called Bishops of Corcomroe, are poorly recorded, and very little of the
history of the see is preserved. It is the smallest diocese in Ireland and lies wholly
within the County of Clare. It extends 37 ki in length and 18km in breadth, comprising
an estimated 14,985 hectares. In 1837 it contained 19 parishes, formed into six unions;
there were only three parish churches and one other place in which divine service was
performed, and three glebe houses. In the Roman Catholic divisions, this diocese is

united to that of Kilmacduagh (to the east).”’

Early Church Fabric in Study Area

The next step in this exploration is to examine the extent of church influence within the
study area. In order to do this a map of early Church fabric is produced. These data
(Table 4.8.) and accompanying map, suggest that the Christianisation of this landscape
equates with an expansion out from the areas that were colonised in the earlier
prehistoric periods, into more fertile, and accessible locations. From the map (Figure
4.9.), it appears that the main focus of the earlier church sites was the lower more fertile
lands of central Limerick and Clare, with sites forming three distinct groupings:
. a distinct band from North Clare, down through the county,
continuing on into East Limerick;

. a north-south band of sites in West Limerick and;

% Ibid. p. 123.
7 Ibid. p. 92.
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. a group of sites along the Shannon Estuary coastline of Southwest

Clare,

The absence of sites in the uplands of West Limerick and West Clare strongly suggests
a trend towards the occupation of the lowland. The focus of sites in West Clare along
the coastal strip further accentuates this fact - with most of these being island sites. It is

worth noting that the majority of sites in West Limerick are positioned on the banks of

rivers, with the majority of foundations in this band, being sited along the river Deel.

TABLE 4.8, : CHURCH FABRIC IN STUDY AREA

Monument Type Cl. | Lmk | Total | Monument Type Cl. | Lmk | Total
Abbey # 4 4 8 Font 0 1 1
Altar 3 0 3 Friary # 4 6 10
Bullaun Stone # 4 |6 40 Grave Slab 4 0
Burial Ground # 157 | 66 223 Graveyard # 156 | 158 314
Cathedral® 3 2 5 Holy bush 3 0 3
Cemetery 0 1 1 Holy Stone 1 0 i
Chapel 2 1 3 Holy Tree 2 0 2
Children's Burial Ground | 1 0 1 Holy Well # 227 | 154 381
Church # 162 | 202 364 Mass House 1 0 1
Church and Graveyard 0 1 1 Mass Rock 5 2 7
Convent 2 2 4 Monastic Grange 0 1 1
Cross # 27 |2 29 Nunnery 0 1 1
Cross-Inscribed Stone # 1 3 4 Priory # 1 2 3
Cross Slab # 2 2 4 Round Tower # 7 3 10
Early Monastery (OS)#* 33 126 59 Unclassified Religious 3 3 6
House
Ecclesiastical Enclosure #f | 24 | 4 28
Ecclesiastical Remains # 70 | 0 70 Total 939 | 653 1592

# Denotes fabric which is illustrated in map.

Source : SMR record, except calegories indicated with ¥
which are supplemented with data from the OSI Map of Monastic Ireland
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4.2. IDENTIFICATION OF SITES FOR DETAILED STUDY

Following the general examination of counties Limerick and Clare, settlements and
church fabric were identified. The next step is to identify case studies for further
investigation. It is important to ensure that sites identified in the evaluation process

would fulfil a number of different criteria including:

. Present day settlements

. Early church sites

. High status church sites

. Survival of Topographic features
. Variation in dioceses

. Geographical distribution
These criteria ensure that consideration is given to both present day settlement sites and

sites with early Christian origins.

Relating Church Fabric to Settlement using GIS

The ‘buffer generation’ technique in a GIS allows a user-defined region to be created in
a particular location. In this project, the technique was used to create a lkm buffer
around each of the 193 settlement sites to identify the items of religious fabric which lie
within 1km of each site.”® By using this cartographic function, it was possible to explore
the relationship between church and settlement data. This process is illustrated in a
graphic manner in the following diagram (Figure 4.10) which shows the eastern portion

of County Clare.

® htp//www.kingston.ac.uk/geog/gis/intro. htm#glossary: The Kingston Centre for GIS, Kingston

University, Kingston upon Thames define a Buffer as: an enclosed polygon created around points,
lines or areas at an equal distance in all directions. The results represent areas at set distances from
the original object. For example, the creation of buffer zones around a polluted industrial site may
represent the varying extent of pollution measured at specified distances from the source of the
contamination. Buffers are therefore useful for proximity analysis and environmental impact
assessiment.
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FIGURE 4,10, : EAST CLARE — CHURCH FABRIC WITHIN 1KM OF POTENTIAL STUDY SITES

U4
LA

jr

White circles represent Tkm buffer around cach pﬂlcnl;;ll site
Symbols represent early church fabric — i.e. blue circle = holy well, yellow church = carly church.

Full key to these symbols is provided with Figure 4.9,
Map Compiled by Kevin Grffin, derived from 051 base map, data from S8R for Limenck and Clare,

All of the 193 potential sites were examined in this manner and the relationship between
the data sets was recorded. A total of 102 of the sites were identified as having no

apparent church fabric within one kilometre of the site.*

Follow-up detailed cartographic investigation of these 102 sites supported this and
reinforced that the sites appear to have no important religious fabric in their immediate
vicinity. A variety of reasons can be proposed for this fact, mainly that these appear to

be relatively new in origin. The following table (Table 4.9.) illustrates some examples:

TABLE 4.9. : SETTLEMENTS OF NON-ECCLESIASTICAL ORIGIN
Settlement Foundation
Lisdoonvarna, County Clare Spa town
Spanish Point, Co. Clare Seaside resort
‘New” Kildimo, Co. Limerick Settlement relocated on ‘new road’
Annacotty, Co. Limerick 20" century suburban expansion
Shannon, Co. Clare 20" century planned industrial settlement

* In the case of highly dispersed settlement, identification of the ‘focus’ was difficult. The main
criteria used were: the main junction / cross roads; a Post Office or; a modern church.
Appendix | and Appendix 2 give a full list of potential sites, noting, among other facts, the
ecclesiastical fabric within 1km of their focus.
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Resulting from this technique 91 of the original 193 sites appear to have church fabric

proximate to the potential settlement.

Basic Plan Analysis- Matching Settlement Fabric to Potential Sites

All of the 193 potential sites were visually examined using Ordnance Survey six-inch
maps. The maps used in this investigation were the 1936 bound volumes series - Maps
of Limerick range from 1923-28 and Clare maps range from 1915-1923. Their
production in the first quarter of the twentieth century pre-dates the urbanisation of the

latter half of the century.

This visual examination of sites resulted in the elimination of 93 sites that do not appear
to have any settlement focus (See Appendix 2 for full details of this process). In some
cases the sprawl of urban centres has resulted in recent growth of settlement (i.e.
Parteen, Coonagh and Castletroy — satellites of Limerick City), in others, settlement has
developed around a modern focus (Shannon Town at Shannon Airport and Ardnacriasha
at the hydro-electric power station of the same name). Most of the sites excluded by this
process, however, are dispersed linear settlements such as Inagh County Clare, or
Crecora Co, Limerick, which appear to fit into Whelan’s category of ‘chapel village’.%°
These form an identifiable element of Irish rural habitation, where a Roman Catholic
church (usually dating from the early 1800s), a school and a Post Office form the

majority of the fabric. In many cases these three elements are dispersed in a linear

fashion, with little true settlement in evidence.

Identification of Valid Potential Sites

Through the use of GIS, supported by follow-up cartographic investigation a total of
102 sites displayed no evidence of religious fabric. Visual examination resulted in the
elimination of a further 32 sites, which show little or no evidence of settlement fabric,
resulting in 59 ‘valid’ sites (30% of the original) containing both settlement and church
fabric - 38 in County Limerick and 21 in County Clare (Tables 4.10. & 4.11. also Figure
4.11).

% Whelan, . (1985) ‘The Catholic Church’, p. 235
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TABLE 4.10. : PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION OF POTENTIAL SITES

Original Sites 193
Excluded — No Church Fabric
Absence of Church Fabric (Using GIS) 41

Execluded — No Settlement

Absence of Seitlement Fabric (Basic Plan Analysis) 32
Excluded —~ No Settlement or Church Fabric

Absence of Settlement Fabric (Basic Plan Analysis) 61
Total Excluded - Setilement & Church Fabric 134
Valid Potential Sites 59

Examination of the 59 ‘valid’ sites (Figure 4.11.) suggests that their geographical
arrangement most closely follows the pattern of historical fabric distribution displayed
from the pre-Christian period onwards (i.e. Figures 4.4. - 4.6.}. When compared with
the pattern of early church sites, it can be seen that 13 of the ‘valid’ sites in County
Limerick and 8 of the sites in County Clare, correspond to early church sites. Moreover,
the distribution of the ‘valid’ sample, closely approximates that of the early church

fabric (Figure 4.5.).

In general terms a number of factors appear to influence the location of valid sites. A
number are coastal in location, with many of the inland sites being located proximate to
rivers or lakes. Secondly, the sites are predominantly in lowland areas with the only
upland sites being in the southeastern corner of County Limerick. Thirdly, the two
counties illustrate different densities of distribution, with the Clare sites being more
dispersed, while the Limerick sites are clustered in the central plain. This distribution
may relate to Viking or Anglo-Norman influences on County Limerick. Alternatively
the distribution may be a reflection of agricultural productivity, with County Limerick

possessing higher quality land than Clare, thus, supporting a higher population density.

Categorisation of ‘Valid’ Potential Sites

The next stage in the process was to undertake preliminary Plan Analysis of the 59 valid
sites which are listed in Table 4.11. using the Spatial Model of Early Christian Sites as a
template to guide the investigation. This involved a basic visual examination of the sites
to establish overall patterns of morphology and plan structure. Following the aims of
this project, the focus was on recognising the form of the central church element, and to

examine how this relates to the overall settlement fabric. The examination resulted in
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