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Young FG meet Kenn

® DIT Young Fine Gael meet
An Taoiseach

® Young political parties hold mock
Dail debate in UCD

Ciaran Clark
News Editor

ward to taking part in this event. Membe
across Dublin will get the chance to em|
late proceedings of the real Dail Eireal
and, hopefully, it will lead to some tes
exchanges across all sides. It provide

On Tuesday March 5, DIT Young Fine
Gael made a trip to An Taoiseach Enda
.HQQ\ LQ KLV RI¢{FH LQ
buildings after receiving an invitation
from the Fine Gael leader. q
The Taoiseach raised several politicg
discussions with the youths, including
national youth unemployment levels, the
state of education and the Grangegorman
development plan which will be included
in the Capital Budget, costing €500 mils
lion. 5
DIT Young Fine Gael chairperson, Wil
liam Sheahan expressed his delight-saj]
ing “We were really surprised when thg
Taoiseach asked the branch to visit him|
We discussed and raised issues whigh
we know matter to young people and the
students of DIT and were really happy to',7 <RXQJ )LQH *DHO SRVLQJ LQ $Q 7DRLVHDFK
hear his views on developing DIT into one tives can’t hide behind rhetoric.”
campus” views of young people. We were all reallyPolitical Editor of the Irish Examiner, for “Everyone is looking forward to thé

*RYHUQPHQW
members of all youth parties, somethi
which | feel has been lacking for som
time,”

Eamonn Arbuckle of UCD Sinn Féin R¢
publican Youth highlighted the opportuni
the event provided, “Sinn Féin Republic
Youth welcome this platform for debat
The structure provides an opportunity f
all students to involve themselves in |
sues outside the remit of everyday stud
politics. The motions proposed tackle-ny
tional issues that students often don't
the chance to discuss. Sinn Féin Repu
can Youth look forward to having a chan
to advance the Sinn Féin alternative in

ael

0

platform for meaningful exchange betwe¢

Chavez
‘embalmed,
‘Maduro
SWorn in

(QGD .HQQ\ arena RhiereHthe government representa-

Piers Moyles

“The Taoiseach acknowledged that itencouraged by our trip” William Sheahanmer Political Correspondent with the Irishevent; a lot of hard work has been put in
was long overdue and he was happy thatoncluded. Daily Star, and former European editor ofeach side in terms of organising and-p
the government was in a position to further Later in the week members of Youngthe Irish Independent based in Brussels. moting it. We're glad to have this chan
the project which was postponed in 2010"Fine Gael, Labour Youth, Ogra Fianna Fail The group covered several proposedo discuss the matters which are relev
he continued. and Sinn Féin Republican Youth held theGovernment policies including a motionto students, and to get a chance to del

The branch was given a tour of govern , UVW 'XEOLQ ORFN 'iLO GiMduppavttof tHey piapdsed pRopérty tdx byand to engage with students who have
ment buildings and Leinster House andGarret Fitzgerald Debating Chamber irthe government, a motion condemning thderent opinions,” said Barry Gillen of Og
was also given permission to view LeaderdJCD on the evening of March 7. proposed reduction in nurses’ starting salFianna Fail.

Questions in the Dail gallery. John Downing took up the role of CeannDU\ DQG D PRWLRQ RI QR “lRaBoQrYeuthQareHveryQexXdit&dHat th

William Sheahan concluded saying “To Comhairle and chaired the evening’s progovernment. opportunity to debate with other engag
have a one to one meeting with the Faoiceedings. John Downing is currently a Dale McDermott, YFG Dublin Regional young people,” said Conor Ryan from L
seach for nearly an hour goes to show howolitical journalist and former Deputy 2UJDQLVHU SUDLVHG WKHoud YoHtQ WV VLIQL¢{FDQF
interested Enda Kenny is in hearing theGovernment Press Secretary, was formesaying “We are very much looking for

Wells for Zoe says: €1 gives 1 lif

Al McConnell
Deputy Editor

suffer due to recession. But, for Cassie,
this does not mean that we should ignor
the developing world

“For us, it's simple,” she says. “Water is
a basic human necessity. It's not a right o
privilege, but rather it is completely vital
for human survival. In Malawi, | have
seen many things, good and bad. | have
seen villages prosper because of water.
| have seen girls being able to access
education because they no longer need
walk for hours to a clean water source.

“The harsh reality of life in Malawi can
be hard for people to fathom. It's not tha
we take things for granted, but because
we're so used to accessing water, it's
almost impossible for us to imagine a life
without it. Last year, we met a young boy
in Salisbury Line, a notoriously impev

DIT students Cassie Delaney and Lynne
Swan have put together a video in sup
port of World Water Day on March 22.
The video asks Dubliners what they
would do with one euro. Predictably,
one euro funds very little in this coun
try. The video then highlights that with
Wells for Zoe, a small Irish NGO, one
euro can provide one person with water
for life in Malawi.

The DIT students behind the video are
volunteers who have previously travelled
to Malawi and worked with Wells for
Zoe to support water aid to rural villages.
The hope is that this video will enceur
age people to donate just one euro on
World Water Day and help the students | erished area. He took us to his father,
and Wells for Zoe make a substantial diff who was extremely ill. He was taken to
ference to poverty this year. The students hospital, but in real life in Malawi there

=

tg

will be travelling to Malawi again on LVQTW DOZzZD\V D KDSS\ HQGLQJ +H GLHG ¢YH
March 24 and ensure that all money days later. His illness, and ultimately his
raised through the campaign will be spentdeath, was caused by consuming unclean
directly on wells. water. It's so simple and basic but it's just
Cassie Delaney, co-organiser of the so wrong. A man died, and countless mare
video, told the Edition: “The idea for this| continue to, because of a lack of water. It

campaign is very simple. We've designe
a web page and video to try to convey th
message that one euro can give one pe
water for life. We are hoping to raise a
VLIQL,FDQW DPRXQW RI
for Zoe continue their work for the next
year.”

In recent years, international charities
have seen donations decrease as the pu

d takes one euro to give someone water for
elife. Maybe you have to see it to believe
sdnbut | know | never want to see that
happen again.”
PRQH\ WR KHOS :HOOV
For more information, visit http://www.
onedayoneeuro.com/, and to watch Cast
sie and Lynne’s video, go to http://www.
blioutube.com/watch?v=P-I_0CnhgiE

Yy
oDeceased Venezuelan President Hugo
eChavez is to be embalmed as his Vice-
hreresident, Nicolas Maduro is sworn in
ades the countries leader.
if Chavez, who passed away on Tuesday
a5 March, is to be put on display “...like
Lenin and Mao” stated current acting pres
eident Nicolas Maduro.
ed Maduro went on to explain the reasoning
h-behind the embalming, “It has been decid
H ed that the body of the comandante will be
embalmed so that it remains eternally on
view for the people at the museum”
More than two million mourners lined
the streets to pay their respects to the for

r president. Approximately 30 of the
@Id’s leaders attended his funeral.

eanwhile Angel Medina, leader of the
opposition has shown her displeasure at
Maduro being sworn in.

She believes that the decision to ap-
point Mr Maduro as acting president goes
against the country’s constitution which
states that the National Assembly speaker
becomes interim president in the event of a
president-elect’s death.

Medina and the rest of the opposition
had threatened to boycott the swearing-in
ceremony of Maduro, which took place on
Friday 8.

Despite the controversy of his appeint
ment, President Maduro has pledged to
continue the work of Chavez by saying, “I
swear by the most absolute loyalty to com
UDGH +XJR &KDYH] WKDW Z
VHH WKDW LWV IXO,OO0OHG
WKH LURQ ¢VW RI D SHRSOH

Cancer was the cause of Chavez's death
and the current president has echoed sug
gestions that the U.S was responsible for
the fatal illness claiming that the cancer
ZDV VFLHQWL¢FDOO\ 3VWUD

Member of the opposition, Henrique
Capriles is expected to run against Nicolas
Maduro in the forthcoming elections.

The most likely date for the elections to
be held is the 14 April.

However NBC News has reported that
RI¢FLDOV DUH QRZ VD\LQJ
process may not have been started soon
enough to conserve the body.

According to NBC, Maduro announced,
“Russian and German scientists have ar
rived to embalm Chavez and they tell
XV LWV YHU\ GLI(FXOW EF
should have started earlier. ... Maybe we
can't do it.” He added “We are in the mid
dle of the process. It's complicated; it's my

attention shifts to causes ‘at home’ that Wells for Zoe works with primarily with a small village in Malawi Photo: Cassie Delaney

duty to inform you.”
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Edition printers face job
cuts after sale of Examiner

Jarlath Moloney
Editor

The Edition printer, Webprint Limited
Company is facing difficult times ahead
after losing printing contracts for the
“Irish Examiner” and other newspa-
pers. The papers, formerly owned by
Thomas Crosbie Holdings (TCH), will
now be printed at “The Irish Times”
after being sold to Landmark Media
Investments Ltd (LMI) in a pre-pack
restructuring deal agreed with the com-
pany’s bankers, AIB.

LMI is owned by Ted Croshie and is
backed by his father, Tom Crosbie mean-
ing the paper will stay in the control of the
Crosbie family who own TCH.

The managing director at Webprint, Don-
agh O’Doherty said in a statement that “the
result of what has been done is basically
this: the same papers are being published
by the same owners with the same employ-
ees and the same bankers — but with new
printers.” He went on to say: “So Web-
print, a well-run company with 50 employ-
ees, has been cut out in a secret deal that
nobody knows the real details of.”

Thomas Crosbie Printers Limited (TCP)
ceased trading in the last fortnight and as a
result, allowed them to break their contract
with Webprint. As a result, the papers can
be printed under a cheaper arrangement at
the Irish Times Printing Press in City West,
meaning the Irish Examiner.

The move, which owners cited as vital
to maintaining staff has challenged the
employment of the 50 staff at \Webprint.
“We announced to all of our staff that we
needed to match our operating hours to our
current workload by introducing immedi-
ately short time working for everybody,”
O’Doherty said. “The real possibility ex-
ists that we will have to adjust our manning
levels permanently. Accordingly we have
placed all of the staff on protective notice
but we are now working on developing a
new business plan which will maintain the
maximum number of sustainable jobs.”

Local councilors and staff at the Examin-
er welcomed the sale. “The ‘Examiner” has
been around forever,” said Cork County
Mayor Barbara Murray. “It’s an institution
here and I’ve no doubt that they will find
a way of surviving.” However, the paper,
formerly the Cork Examiner will no longer

be produced solely in the county despite
the lion’s share of the papers 169,000 read-
ership being in Munster and specifically in
Cork.

As well as buying the Examiner, LMI
have also bought the Evening Echo, Wa-
terford News & Star, the Wexford Echo,
The Nationalist series, Western People,
Roscommon Herald, TCM and Recruit
Ireland. The company also plans to buy
TCH’s stake in the radio stations Beat
102FM, Red FM and WLR.

TCH is also looking to sell the Sunday
Buisness Post, but Webprint are chal-
lenging the sale in court. Gavin Corkery,
senior counsel for Post Publications Ltd,
the company behind the Sunday Business
Post, said the sale of the paper would al-
low it to switch to cheaper printing, sav-
ing €367,000 per annum. They also seek to
make voluntary redundancies of 25 from
the 76 staff at the paper and cut its office
lease on Harcourt St to €220,000 a year.

The Examiner, Sunday Business Post
and other papers counted for nearly two
thirds of Webprint’s business.

Social Welfare cards introduced

Matthew Colfer

The Department of Social Protection
plans to give out 500,000 identification
cards to adults of working age this year
in a bid to stop social welfare fraud.

The department piloted the new cards in
Tullamore, Sligo and King’s Inn in Dublin
City near the end of last year in an attempt
to clampdown on social welfare fraud.

Approximately 7,000 cards were distrib-
uted to people of working age last year
while a further 100,000 signed up to re-
ceive an identification card.

Deputy Secretary of the Department of
Social Protection, Anne Vaughan, said last
October that social welfare fraud “under-
mines public confidence in the entire sys-
tem as well as being unfair to other recipi-
ents of social welfare payments, taxpayers
and businesses run on a legitimate basis”.

On the front of the card will be the claim-
ants name, photograph, and signature as
well as the card’s expiry date. Each indi-
viduals PPS number and card number will
be printed on the back of their card also.

Furthermore, there will be biometric cod-
ed information such as date of birth, gen-
der, nationality, mother’s surname (if any)
and the cardholder’s previous surname (if
any) on the card.

It is also being planned to introduce a
chip and pin system for the cards to add
further security.

A spokesperson for the department said it
is hoped the card will “reduce the potential
for forgery” as well as acting as a “key for
access to public services”.

It is estimated the process will cost the
government €24m but will stop social
welfare fraud, reduce resources currently
required to verify a person’s identity and

stop people making multiple claims under
false names, saving money in the long-
term.

In a poll on www.thejournal.ie, as of
Wednesday March 13, 3,079 (88%) people
who voted in the poll thought the Public
Services Card is a good idea. However,
the Irish Council for Civil Liberties has
previously dismissed the ID cards as a
“costly political stunt”.

Technological
University
the next step
for education

Third education in Ireland is
becoming a diverse landscape,
Ciaran Clark writes

ver the last couple of months Ire-

land’s education sector has seen

a number of proposals change
the possible future landscape of Higher
Education in this country. Massive on-
line open courses (MOOCs) are now on
the agenda with Sligo IT - following in
the footsteps of American colleges - in-
troducing their own MOOC. This Sep-
tember SIT will offer a free, six-week
online course in Lean Sigma Quality, the
foremost quality process improvement
approach for companies in the manu-
facturing and service industries.

However a far more radical change is
being proposed by the Government and
the HEA - Technological Universities
- which will see the current number of
colleges, 39, reduced to 24 and eventu-
ally 15. This is a massive change that
will see significant alterations in how ITs
are organised. The crux of the proposal
is an amalgamation of existing institutes,
sharing of resources and elimination of
course duplication. However some see the
change as a dangerous attempt to shove
colleges together in an attempt to save
money and “tidy-up” a complex sector.
There are several reasons for these

proposals not least of which is economic
pressure. With international competition

for jobs, a successful Irish education
system is crucial. Increasing privatisa-
tion also means that education funding

is also a growing concern for colleges.
The emergence of MOOCs represents
another challenge for third-level bodies,
raising questions about whether traditional
educational paradigms are becoming
antiquated, whether these courses will be
accredited and whether employers will
side-step “paid-for” graduates for people
who can demonstrate the requisite skills
after completing a MOOC.

In national terms funding challenges
due to austerity measures, the wideness
of duplicate courses offered in geographi-
cally adjacent bodies and repeated enquiry
as to the necessity of certain programmes
and courses - along with a dysfunctional
admissions system and grant authority -
has brought the entire Higher Education
sector under scrutiny.

Both the Department of Education and
the HEA are now pushing through initia-
tives to coalesce the variant institutions
based, it seems, primarily on geographical
convenience rather than a true compatibil-
ity between institutions. What is proposed
is the amalgamation of diverse colleges
into regional clusters within geographical
boundaries; A Waterford Technologi-

GAEILGE

‘Fadhbanna le seirbhisi stait a fhail

Seosaimhin Ni Ghallachoir
Eagarthoir Gaeilge

An tseachtain seo caite, sheol an Chom-
isinéir teanga Sean O Cuirreain a Thu-
arascdil Bhliaintail 2012, i mBéthar na
tra i gCo. na Gaillimhe.

Léirigh an tuairisc, gurbh 6 banaiodh Oi-
fig an Choimisinéara Teanga faoi Acht na
dTeangacha Oifigiula 1 2003, ba i 2012 an
bhliain ba mho a cuireadh gearain 6n pho-
bal faoi bhraid na hOifige.

Deirtear go raibh 756 geardn an bh-
liain seo caite maidir le fadhanna agus
deacrachtai a bhain lena Stat seirbhisi tri
Ghaeilge agus taispeantar gurbh ard( ab
é sin de 3% i gcomparaid le thorthai a
d’fhoilsit i 2011.

De réir an tuarascail, t& meadl iontach

ina gcuid ama a glacadh sé chun scéime-
anna teanga a h-athnuachan. As 104 scéim
teanga a bhi daingnithe 6 thus aimsire le
comhlachtai poibli, deirtear go raibh 79
‘in éag’ faoi dheireadh na bliana 2012, go
buntsach bhi timpeall 75% scéim in éag.

Rinneadh neamart ar 11 de na scéime-
anna teanga sin a bhi idithe ar feadh ceithre
bhlliain ar a laghad agus bhi 13 eile acu
fosta in éag le bhreis agus tri bliana.

“Nior daingniodh ach 9 gcinn de scéime-
anna teanga le linn 2012, agus ar an rata
sin d’fhéadfadh 12 bhliain a bheith i gceist
sula ndéanfai athnuachan ina n-iomlaine ar
na scéimeanna reatha”arsa Sean O Cuir-
redin ag an Tuarascail Bhliantuil.

Luann an Chomisinéir teanga sa tuair-
isc go raibh easpa foirne abalta na dha
theanga oifigitila an Stat a labhairt agus sin

ceann de na cliseanna ba mhd, go raibh
deacrachtai ag comhlachtai poibli a gcuid
seirbhisi a sholathar don phobal i Ghaeilge
chomh maith le Béarla.

Mar cheann de na imscradaithe ba trom-
chaiseach a cuireadh in idl duinn né cés a
tharla ag deireadh na bliana 2012, a bhain
le fear 6g i mBaile Atha Cliath a rinne iar-
racht a chuid gné a dheanamh tri Ghaeilge
le Garda. Gabhadh an fear 6g agus tugadh
i ghlais lamha é chuig Staisiin Gardai
toisc nach raibh an Garda in ann comhra
leis i Ghaeilge. Thainig sé chun solais,
nior bhain an eachtra le haon timpiste na
le haon liomhainti faoi thiomaint, faoi luas
n6 faoi thionchar 6il agus coinniodh a fear
0g sa staisitn go dti gur thainig Gharda a
bhi abalta deiléail leis tri Ghaeilge.

Tar éis fhoilsii den tuarascéil, duirt

tri Ghaeilge’

Ghabh Garda Siochana fear 6g toisc go raibh sé ag iarraidh a gno

Sean O Cuirreain go raibh na Garda ag
cuir atheagar go hiomlan ar an caoi a ndé-
ileditear leis an bpobal tri an teanga oifi-
gidil.

“Ta forbairti i dtaca le feasacht teanga,
oilitiint, cleachtas agus prétacail nua ag
eascairt as torthai an chais seo” arsa an
Chomisinéir teanga, O Cuirredin.
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Photo courtesy of Miguel Delaney

Sligo IT (pictured) will amalgamate
with Letterkenny IT, Galway-Mayo
IT to make a Connacht-Ulster TU

cal University, a Munster Technologi-
cal University, a Dublin Technological
University.

This move is convergent with the
development of a new EU university rank-
ing system, U- Multirank, which will see
universities graded on their efficacy as
institutions based on a new set of criteria;
quality of teaching and learning, interna-
tional orientation, success in knowledge
transfer, reputation for research, and
contribution to regional growth. This
initiative led by Minister Ruairi Quinn
in February is part of Ireland’s initiatives
while holding the presidency of the EU.

When launching the scheme, Minister
Quinn said: “Quality and equity are two

“Quality and equity
are two of the key
themes of the edu-
cation dimension to
Ireland’s
Presidency of the
Eu”

of the key themes of the education dimen-
sion to Ireland’s Presidency of the EU
and the new U-Multirank is an excellent
example of this.”

Phil Prendergast, Labour MEP for
Ireland South said that the system would
overcome some of the “prejudices and
snobbery that were inherent in the old sys-
tem, which disproportionately favoured
historic universities as opposed to modern
third-level institutes and universities.”

Currently Ireland is not represented
among the top 100 universities in the
world.

It is a complex issue particularly in
relation to Institutes of Technology. While
the HEA has published criteria for the
designation of “merged” Technological
Universities (TUs), criteria which match
international standards and expectations
for what it means to be a university, the
funding needed to re-shape this education
landscape will be high in a sector under
financial strain. A question presents itself;
in the chase to become a TU will smaller
ITs lose sight of their original initiatives?

ITs were set up to cater for certificate
and diploma programmes and at the heart
of any plans to merge ITs should be a
focus on retaining that objective.

Also assurance that adequate funding

will be acquired to ensure the maintenance
of student services and resources has yet
to be extensively debated.

Among the other issues, is the ef-
fect on ITs that will not be included in
the Alliances or TUs. While last June
Taoiseach Enda Kenny gave approval to
the Connacht-Ulster Alliance — a grouping
of Letterkenny IT, Galway-Mayo IT and
Sligo IT — at an official signing at GMIT
and plans for a Dublin TU, involving DIT,
Blanchardstown IT and Tallaght IT seem
set to go ahead, there is more controversy
surrounding the proposal for a Water-
ford/Carlow TU. This union could cause
problems for Cork IT, widely seen as the
best in the country and there have been
calls for Waterford and Cork to form an
alliance instead.

This has not been mitigated by the col-
lapse of the Munster TU proposal that saw
Limerick IT pull out of the plans. Nor has
the lack of support from seven university
presidents reported in the Irish Times last
July.

Add to this the concern over spend-
ing on campus at Waterford IT and the
Department of Education’s inquiry into
that spending controversy and a picture
emerges; that plans to merge Ireland’s ITs
into tidy groups is anything but tidy.

Tuairim: Ta

Stiofan 0 Connachtaigh

a mhor an diomé a bhi ar

mhuintir na Ghaeilge i ndhiadh

PrimeTime ar RTE, oiche Dé
Mairt seo chaite, a bhi le stddas an
teanga sa l4 ata innit ann a phlé.

On dtus, bhi sé soiléir go raibh an sean
rln agus na sean ceisteanna idir laimhe
na léirthediri is an painéal ‘saineolaithe’.
“An dtig linn maoinit an Ghaeilge a
leantiint ar aghaidh?”. “An fia an t-
airgead i an teanga a thuilleadh?”. L’Usaid
a bhaint as dearcadh diultach, chuir an
lucht Iéiridchain an sean diospoireacht i
bhfeidhm, mar at4 déanta acu ar feadh na
ghltine.

Bhi trua ar mhuintir na hAthbhe-

Gaceilge fos ag fulaingt

ochanna. Chun an fhirinne a r4 afach, ni
mor an ionadh a bhi orthu. Ni féidir le
feachtasoiri, d’aon shaghas, cothrom na
féinne a bhaint amach sna meain, ach go
léirionn claontacht soiléir leis an aicme
cumhachtach. Mar sheirbhis teilifise
Staite, ba chéir go mbéadh gach tacaiocht
acu don Ghaeilge (atd mar teanga oifiginil
na staite). Ba mhor an ceist € maoinit
TG4 ar PrimeTime, ach da raibh a bpost
déanta i gceart ag RTE, ni bhéadh gé ar
bith le haghaidh staisitin 1an Gaeilge ar
an gcéad dul sios.

Bionn cumhacht poibli ag a leithéidse
clair, agus nil amhras ach go bhfuil dochar
déanta ar fomha an Ghaeilge 6n Mairt
seo chaite. Cuireadh an clar seo ar sitil

mar “token” don Ghaeilge toisc amhain
go raibh Seachtain na Gaeilge ar siul ag
an am chéanna. Tar éis bliain diograsach
agus feachtas Sheachtain na Gaeilge den
scoth, a rinne sar mhaitheas don teanga,
cuireadh masla ar mhuintir na Ghaeilge.

Ni féidir a shéanadh ach go bhfuil obair
fos le dhéanamh chun an Ghaeilge a chur
chun chinn sa tir, ach nil easpa iarracht,
no6 ganntanas paisean le fail. Ta scéal sar
déchasach le chloistedil maidir leis an
nGaeilge, ach go hairithe sa ghldin trnua
agus nil amhras ach go bhfuil ar an meain
cothram na féinne a thabhairt don ceist,
agus an scéal dearfach seo a insint, sea-
chas ditltachas a Usaid chun siamsaiochta
a bhaint amach.

DIT student has skills

Al McConnell
Deputy Editor

DIT student, Christopher Kilpatrick,
took part in the Skills Masters Competi-
tion in Rotterdam last weekend.
Christopher, a student in DIT’s School
of Electrical Engineering Systems, was a
guest of the Dutch National Skills team,
which prepares for the annual World Skills
tournament by inviting a small number of
countries to take part in a tournament.
Christopher, of Donegal, is in his second
year of a degree in Electrical Engineering
at DIT, after starting an electrical appren-
ticeship with the ESB, before obtaining
their full-time student sponsorship. He

will be representing Ireland in the World
Skills Competition later this year in Leip-
zig, Germany.

Colin Agnew, lecturer in the School of
Electrical Engineering Systems and Na-
tional Expert for Industrial Control, ac-
companied Christopher to the competition
and assisted in the judging. Speaking to
DIT, he said: “This competition will give
Christopher some very valuable inter-
national experience ahead of the World
Skills, and thanks are due to Mr Tom Cor-
rigan (Dean of Apprentice Education) and
staff in the School for their support in facil-
itating this trip for him. Christopher will be
flying the Irish and DIT flags at this event
and, no doubt, will do us proud.”

Trinity’s first Jail-Break more
successful than planned

Ciaran Clark
News Editor

In the first annual Trinity College ‘Jail-
break’ fundraiser, 34 teams raised over
€10,000 for charity, with the winning team
making it to Argentina.

68 students were tasked with the chal-
lenge of making it as far from the college
campus as possible, within 36 hours and
without spending any of their own money;,
or that of people they know.

Teams made it to far-flung locations Bru-
nei, the Vatican, Bratislava, and Geneva.
Over €10,000 was raised for St Vincent de
Paul and Amnesty International.

Lydia Rahill of Trinity Law Society,
which organised the event, told the Irish

Times: “In 36 hours we fundraised a re-
cord breaking amount for the Law Society,
we reached over 6,000 Facebook likes,
we trended top in Dublin and Ireland with
over 2000 twitter followers and reached
the record high of 5,600 listeners on Trin-
ity FM.”

Claire Cullen and Matthew Hainbach,
the winning team who made it to Buenos
Aires, may have set a new record in Jail-
break events run in several Universities
throughout the world in recent years. Their
total travel distance came to 11,295kms
from Dublin, or 7018 miles. Runners-up
team Brian Cusack and Siona Wu Mur-
phy, were just 37kms off the winning to-
tal making it to Bander Bentan in Telani,
Indonesia.

CILT Student Idea of the

Year Awards

Al McConnell
Deputy Editor

Two first-year DIT students have shared
joint third prize in the Chartered Insti-
tute of Logistics and Transport (CILT)
‘Student Idea of the Year Awards’ for
2013.

The two students, whose innovative ide-
as earned the recognition, are Mark Talbot,
a first year Logistics and Supply Chain
Management student, and Luke Simpson,
who is in his first year of an Automotive
Technology and Management degree.

Mark’s award was for his design of an
Electromagnet Vehicle Restraint System,
which is said to have the potential to great-
ly reduce the number of accidents that oc-
cur on dock levellers, as it can prevent the

four major types of trailer separation.

Luke shared the award as a result of
his design for an energy-saving braking
system, which involves the adaptation of
modern regenerative braking mechanisms
that slow down cars by converting redis-
tributing their Kkinetic energy to another
purpose — similar to the KERS system used
in Formulal cars in 2009.

Mr Noel Brett, CEO of the Road Safety
Authority, expressed his appreciation for
innovation in the area of safety provision,
when speaking at the CILT Awards cer-
emony. Also present was Mr Neil McDon-
nell, CILT Eastern Section Chairperson,
who welcomed the incorporation of the
needs of industry into DIT under-graduate
courses.

DIT students are top

Al McConnell
Deputy Editor

Almost 30 DIT students were among
the winners in this year’s Chef Ireland
Awards, organised by The Panel of
Chefs of Ireland. Included in these suc-
cesses was Ryan McGivern, who was
awarded the prize of Junior Chef of the
Year.

Students from the DIT School of Culi-
nary Arts and Food Technology were also
successful in the medal awards, and in
certificates of merit. In total, DIT students
came home with three gold medals, eight
silver medals, seven bronze medals, and
eleven certificates of merit. Among the
winners were Robbie Dunne, John Poole,
John Granaghan, Poppy Woods, Laura
Shudell, Sarah Callaghan, Sorin Julea, Bri-

an Hennigan, Odhran Harte, Neil Tanner,
Mario Feitinha, and Fionan Gunn.

The team of students were guided by lec-
turers George Smith, Tony Campbell, and
Norma Kelly, who trained the group inten-
sively for four weeks prior to the competi-
tion.

Competitions within Chef Ireland at
CATEX included the Open Class Chick-
en Sauté and the intricate buffet skills in
pastry and sugar work. Events were also
conducted in front of a live audience, an
element of Chef Ireland designed to rec-
reate the “intense pressure that is so syn-
onymous with the profession.” The overall
winner of Senior Chef of the Year will now
go on to compete for Ireland in the Euro-
pean Heat for Global Chef of the Year, a
title some of the current DIT students will,
no doubt, be aspiring to in future.



