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Numbers
7

400
Separate lines of inquiry into 
allegations of sexual abuse 
following ITV’s Exposure 
programme investigating Jimmy 
Savile

14
Consecutive wins in Frankel’s 
undefeated horse racing career

6

DIT to become Hogwarts?
Number of Tour de France Titles 
which have been stripped from 
Lance Armstrong

Scientists convicted of 
manslaughter in Italy, for failing 
to provide adequate warning of 
an earthquake

15 Stone
The amount of weight lost in one 
year by local man, Eric Russell, 
who will run in the Dublin City 
marathon next week

The regard in which Irish universities 
are held internationally continues to 
fall, according to latest studies.

Recently released Times Higher 
Education Rankings again features no 
Irish universities inside the top 100 of 
its list of the most prestigious third-level 
institutions in the world. 

The rankings also downgraded the 
standing of most Irish universities in its 
latest report. University College Dublin 
(UCD) suffered the most dramatic fall, 
dropping from 159th to 187th. UCD 
President, Dr Hugh Brady, admitted 
he was “very disappointed” with the 
college’s position. 

Trinity College Dublin (TCD) remains 
the country’s best regarded college, 
having risen seven places to 110th. 
Both UCD and TCD have fallen sharply 
in recent times. Six years ago both 

colleges were ranked inside the top 100, 
with Trinity in the top 50. The poor 
performance of Irish universities in the 
latest rankings will spark renewed debate 
over a possible merger between TCD 
and UCD. The merging of Ireland’s two 
leading colleges was recently backed 
by an international panel of experts in 
a report commissioned by the Higher 
Education Authority. Minister for 
Education and Skills, Ruairi Quinn, has 
previously dismissed the prospect of a 
merger as “neither feasible or desirable.”

Irish universities are currently struggling 
to cope with a six per cent reduction 
in staff and an on-going funding crisis. 
Government cuts have seen staff levels at 
Irish colleges fall by 1,500 between 2008 
and 2011. The recession has prompted 
record numbers of applications for third-
level places, putting further strain on 
already under-resourced colleges. 

The fall in Irish universities 
international standing was compounded 

Colin Layde
Deputy News Editor

Irish Universities fall further 
down international rankings

Hogwarts is to arrive at DIT in time for 
Rag Week - or at least that is what the 
rumours would have you believe.

This year’s RAG (Raise and Give) week 
is planned for next February, and the 
rumour mill is already churning out every 
suggestion for the theme. One particularly 
popular idea which has been flying around 
the various DIT campuses, is that the 
Student Union are planning to turn DIT 
into Hogwarts for a week. Now, however 
true this actual rumour is, let’s magic our 
way into that world for just a few minutes. 

Every single day, thousands of students 
walk the halls of DIT. But imagine if you 
walked in on a Monday morning, and 

instead of seeing the usual sights, you 
were greeted by people wearing robes 
and carrying wands; perhaps even an 
owl or two would be flying through the 
corridors. Sound familiar? In 1997 JK 
Rowling released the world of magic to 
the universe and there is now a chance 
that for one week and one week only, DIT 
will become our Hogwarts. 

Having talked to SU Vice President for 
Events, Will Meara, who said that there 
are “no definite plans for RAG week”, 
we still don’t know if it will actually 
go ahead. But it seems that students in 
DIT are up for a week full of magic! 
Nicola Kirwan from first year Journalism 
commented that it “would be a savage 
week with different things going on every 

day.” When surveyed, 80% of students 
said that they would love the idea of a 
magical DIT.

There could be Butterbeer instead of 
coffee before class, and instead of looking 
at your timetable each morning you could 
check out your Marauders Map. Instead 
of using pens and notebooks, we could 
all use ink quills and write on parchment 
paper. 

This idea for RAG week may not go 
ahead but if you, the students of DIT, 
really want it, then only you can make it 
happen! Contact the Student Union on 
their Facebook page and suggest this idea 
or any others you may have! We’re all 
members of the Student Union so make 

Rachael O’Brien

by increased investment in third-level 
education in emerging nations, with 
China, Brazil, India and Russia all 
investing heavily. Another feature of the 
rankings is the emergence of universities 
from the Asia-Pacific region. Colleges 
in Taiwan, South Korea and Singapore 
have risen in the rankings at the expense 
of more prestigious universities in the US 
and UK. The Times rankings are the most 
comprehensive and accurate in the world, 
often used by international students when 
deciding where to study.

Minister Quinn has so far resisted 
pressure from the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) to reintroduce fees as an 
alternative to cuts. The Minister did 
increase the registration fee by €250 
in last year’s budget, reneging on a 
pre-election commitment in the process. 
There is widespread speculation that next 
month’s budget will see a further increase 
in registration fees, in an effort to raise 
finance for the struggling sector.Minister for Education and Skills, Ruari Quinn dismisses a possible merger of TCD and UCD

Demolition work to clear the way for 
DIT’s single campus in Grangegorman 
is due to start in the new year, and the 
site will be ready to take students by 
2014.

The Grangegorman Development 
Agency (GDA) lodged the first planning 
notice for DIT’s unified campus with 
Dublin City Council earlier this month. 
16 buildings on the site of St. Brendan’s 
psychiatric hospital are to be knocked 
down to make way for services and 
campus infrastructure like footpaths, 
lights, benches and playing fields.

Spokesperson for the GDA, Ronan 
Doyle, told The Edition they hoped to 
have over 1,000 DIT students studying on 

the site by 2014.  The agency will refurbish 
a number of protected buildings on the site 
to accommodate this group, which will 
include Fine Arts students from Mountjoy 
Square.  

The first new buildings are due to be 
completed in 2017 through a public-private 
partnership.  A Central Quad will be the first 
set of buildings to be completed, housing 
about 10,000 students from tourism, food 
and science departments.  This means half 
of DIT’s students will be in Grangegorman 
in five years’ time.  

“Things are happening now,” Mr. Doyle 
said. “We’re very much up and running.” 
The GDA’s plans for the site became 
the basis of a Strategic Development 
Zone after approval came from An Bórd 
Pleanála last May. “All of the appeals 
were sorted and the document effectively 

became a formal development plan,” 
said Mr. Doyle. “It gives a great sense of 
security to the project.”

The Broombridge Luas extension, which 
is planned to serve Grangegorman, also 
got the go-ahead from an Bórd Pleanála in 
August.  

Initial demolition work will begin early 
next year, but the changing rooms used by 
a number of DIT sports clubs are to remain 
in place longer.  

This should allay fears expressed by 
Stephen Brandon, captain of DIT Caving 
Club, which is one of several groups that 
regularly use facilities in Grangegorman.  
“That’s the first I’ve heard of it,” he said, 
when told about the demolition notice last 
week.  “I hope they don’t drive a bulldozer 
through our equipment store without 
telling us!”

Grangegorman running on 
schedule with 1,000 students to 
move on campus by 2014
Stephen Boukre
Cheif Sub Editor

Artist’s rendition of the planned Grangegorman campus
Photo: Moore Ruble Yudell



NEWS
THE EDITION   Wednesday October 24 2012    3www.edition.ie

 News
 Bulletin
‘Don’t be that guy’

A Canadian campaign to change the 
way people think about sexual assault has 
arrived in Ireland. The ‘Don’t be that guy’ 
campaign group aims to put the onus on 
men to take responsibility for their actions, 
hoping to dispel some opinions that suggest 
sexual assault is a ‘women’s issue’.

Their visit to Dublin comes after they 
carried out a study of men between the 
ages of 18 to 25 and found that 48 percent 
of those questioned did not consider it rape 
if a woman was too drunk to know what 
is going on. 

Posters highlighting the group’s message 
will be seen around DIT campuses in the 

Ireland’s best 
sommelier award

Diarmuid Cawley, who recently 
graduated from DIT’s Culinary Arts 
programme, has been awarded a silver 
medal at Ireland’s Best Sommelier 
competition.

A variety of tests were carried out to 
determine which candidate had both the 
best knowledge, and the best practical 
ability in a restaurant setting. Among the 
jury was the President of the Irish Guild 
of Sommeliers, Mary O’Callaghan, and 
the current holder of the ‘World’s Best 
Sommelier’ title, Gérard Basset.

Diarmuid is currently employed as 
manager and wine consultant at the Fallon 
& Byrne restaurant on Exchequer Street, 
Dublin.

Sign Soc numbers rise
DIT’s hard of hearing community has 

seen a rise in attendance at bi-weekly 
Sign Soc classes this year. Poker and 
film nights, Christmas carolling and trips 
away are among the activities organised to 
encourage interaction through the medium 
of sign.

“We are here to help those who need 
our help and that includes those within 
DIT who may have hearing difficulties,” 
says Brendan, chairman of Sign Soc for 
2012/2013.

“We have over 40 members 
attending classes this year, which is an 
improvement,” says Brendan. ““Many 
have relations who are legally impaired, 
while others simply want to do something 
for the deaf community.”

Get in touch with Sign Soc on Facebook 
or via sign@socs.dit.ie.

#MyRights campaign 
launched

DIT’s Student Union (DITSU) has 
created an online campaign to inform its 
15,000 students of their academic rights. 
Through ‘soundbite’ messages on Twitter, 
Facebook and the DITSU website, students 
will be able to read clear and accessible 
translations of what their rights and 
entitlements are, while studying at DIT.

In a recent survey, it was found that 
less than half of the Institute’s students 
were aware of the Student Charter, which 
sets out these rights. Glenn Fitzpatrick, 
DITSU’s Vice-President for Education and 
Welfare, has said that if it students did not 
have to plough through “dozens of jargon-
ridden documents” to find what they need, 
knowledge would improve.

On Saturday, 10 November, between the 
hours of 9am and 10pm, voters will be 
asked a simple Yes or No question.

This question will be “Do you approve 
of the proposal to amend the Constitution 
contained in the Thirty-first Amendment 
of the Constitution (Children) Bill 2012?”

There are five key factors to take into 
account on the proposed amendment. 

Constitutional reform regarding children 
has long been mooted. In 1979, Alan 
Shatter lectured on children’s rights at 
UCD. He emphasised that children in 
Ireland, at that time, in fact had very few 
rights, and that reform of the adoption 
system, among other things, was long 
over-due. Bertie Ahern, in 2006, called on 
children to have a more fundamental role 
in our Constitution, influenced by several 
high-profile reports into, and cases of, 
physical and sexual abuse of children in 
Ireland in the past decade.

Build up to the Referendum has 
reflected this, and in many ways, it will be 
quite unique among the national questions 
we've been asked in recent years. The 
subjects of the past two referenda, namely 
the EU Fiscal Treaty and judge's pay, 
served to polarise our politics and society 
into two clear and quite equally balanced 
camps.

In the case of children's rights, the 

“Yes” and “No” camps are not as equally 
balanced. 

The very fact that it is about the rights 
of the child has made it a question which, 
for many groups and organisations, could 

#  For the first time, children will be 
recognised as having rights, which 
will be described as ‘imprescriptible’. 
What these rights entail will be guided 
by the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, and decided case-by-case 
by the courts, as is most often the 
case regarding human rights.

#  The ‘best interests of the child’ 
would become the key factor in 
court proceedings relating to that 
child. Previous cases have been 
decided based on the fact that this 
is currently lacking: in 2010, Justice 
McMenamin could not rule against 
the “reprehensible” actions of a 
mother who took her children to 
Britain, and away from the father. 
However, as the father had not 
applied for guardianship, and the 
parents were unmarried, he had no 
rights to access.

Hands were legally tied; had it been 
possible to take ‘best interests’ into 

Al McConnell and
Mark Meehan

account, this may well have been 
different.

#  In these cases, there would be a 
requirement to take views of the child 
into account, with regard to their age 
and maturity, which could take place 
outside the court setting.

#  The State may “endeavour to 
supply the place of the parents”, 
without the current, undefined 
requirement of “by appropriate 
means”, and only where the parental 
duty has been failed such as to 
prejudice the safety and welfare of the 
child. What the State may do would be 
clarified in law at a later date.

#  Children of married parents may 
be adopted, a near-impossibility at the 
moment. This would apply to cases 
where the parents have failed to care 
sufficiently for the child, or it may be 
voluntarily put up for adoption.

What the changes will be:

have only one answer. It remains the 
case, though, that the “Yes” campaign 
considerably outweighs the “No” 
campaign in many ways.

This brings issues of fairness into play, 

especially when it comes to broadcast 
discussion of the topic. The national 
broadcaster, RTE, came out in advance 
of any criticism, making it clear that the 
50/50 coverage rule would be adhered to 
in debates – but it could not be guaranteed 
in ordinary news coverage.

The “Yes” side of the debate has 
significant advantages in funding over the 
“No” campaign. All major political parties 
have dedicated themselves to achieving a 
“Yes”, as have many nationwide children's 
organisations, such as Barnardo’s. 

Posters have begun to appear across the 
country, as these organisations – and their 
considerable coffers – put themselves to 
work.

Conversely, the “No” side, up to 
the time of printing, has been mostly 
comprised of smaller groups such as the 
Christian Solidarity Party. These groups 
do represent opposition, but it remains to 
be seen whether or not they will be able 
to gather enough funding to bring their 
arguments to national attention on a par 
with their opponents.

Regardless of the level of campaigning 
on the lampposts, debates in studio 
settings are due to take place, the first of 
which will be held by TV3 on the 31st of 
October. In the surroundings of the studio, 
the “No” side may be able to make its 
case on equal footing. It still remains the 
case, though, that the campaign is quite 
weighted in one direction.

Campaigning under way 
in Children’s Referendum

It’s been said that Ireland has produced 
some of the most beautiful and profound 
works of literature in the world, and 
with writers such as James Joyce, Oscar 
Wilde, Elizabeth Bowen and Joseph 
O’Connor part of our literary past, it’s 
hard to disagree. ‘Under Thirty’, a new 
non – profit organisation, hopes to add 
to that reputation by inspiring a new 
generation of young writers. 

Specifically aimed at Irish writers 
between the ages of 16 - 30, the organisation 
which was set up in September by Dr. 
Stephen Doherty, aims to showcase Irish 
fiction at home and abroad. ‘Under Thirty’ 
is made up of a group of panellists and 
provides a platform for young writers to 
have their work published and critiqued 
by experienced peers. The most promising 
submissions are published in the group’s bi 

– annual journal which will be distributed 
as an e –book and a printed book 
throughout Ireland, the United States and 
Australia.

“It’s quite experimental and it’s not 
something that has really been done within 
the creative writing world,” explains Dr. 
Doherty, who is an author and lecturer at 
Dublin City University.

“It came from talking to young writers 
who were struggling to have their work 
read, and I thought it would be an 
interesting idea to set up an organisation 
where people can submit their work, get 
constructive advice and have a chance to 
be published.”

At the moment the organisation has fifty 
panellists from a mixture of professional 
backgrounds; they include Irish Times 
journalist - Tim O’Brien, author - Yvonne 
Cassidy, literary scholar - Professor 
Margaret Kelleher and historian/ author 
– Turtle Bunbury. All the organisers and 

panellists work voluntarily to ‘review 
submissions, provide feedback and 
encouragement to the country’s aspiring 
writers.’

The most outstanding contributor is to be 
awarded with a prize of either, a creative 
writing scholarship or a writing retreat.

The journal will be put together in 
December with the book and ebook set to 
be on sale in the run up to Christmas.

‘The group is a non profit organisation 
with the idea essentially based around 
people being generous with their time. 
There has been a great reaction so far and 
I’d encourage anyone who is interested to 
submit their work before the November 
deadline.’

Currently ‘Under Thirty’ is open to Irish 
writers based at home and abroad but 
organisers are optimistic that if interest 
continues it will expand to the ‘UK and 
USA, and include younger writer’s as 
well’.

Luke Holohan

Portrait of the Artist Under 30 

Former Irish President, Mary McAleese, 
has declared herself in favour of gay 
marriage. 

McAleese expressed her views in 
an interview with Gay Byrne on the 
programme, ‘The Meaning of Life’. She 
said that she held “a very strong view that 
for centuries now, gay people have lived 
in a dark secretive world of indeterminate 
loneliness [and] dreadful complexity.”

McAleese then went on to say that gay 
people are “as entitled to live their lives on 
their own terms, as I do as a heterosexual.” 

She enthusiastically stated that she was 
“just thrilled anyone wants to get married.”

The former President made these 
comments after earlier voicing her 
concerns about the growing number 
of young, gay men who take their own 
lives. Speaking on RTÉ Radio, McAleese 
explained that she believes this is due to 
a large number of males going to Catholic 
schools who have only heard the views of 
their church on homosexuality.

“They will have heard words like 
‘disorder’, they may even have heard the 
word ‘evil’, used in relation to homosexual 
practice,” she said.

 “And when they make the discovery 
– and it is a discovery and not a decision 
– that they are gay, when they are 14, 15 
or 16, an internal conflict of absolutely 
appalling proportions opens up.”

In the interview with Gay Byrne, 
McAleese also went on to complain about 
how the Second Vatican Council (Vatican 
II) was set up.

The council stipulated that bishops were 
supposed to govern the church in co-
operation with the Pope, but instead it “did 
not happen”.

She also disagreed with the Pope not 
allowing any dissent, stating she was “not 

Cian McKiernan

McAleese gives support for gay marriage
clear anymore where the boundaries are.”

Indeed McAleese went on to speak out 
against other matters such as belief in the 
church itself, which she feels has lost “a 
fair degree of credibility now” after the 
recent child abuse issues. She couldn’t see 
how the church could “be so dreadfully 
wrong and take so long about accepting 
how wrong they were.”

She also spoke of approaching Pope 
Benedict with her views in favour of 
female priests, stating that she had sent 
him a letter with her views to which he 
replied with “a lovely letter”.

The deadline for this year’s submissions 
is midnight the 7 November. 
Further details are available on the 
website http://under-30.org/ or join the 
conversation on:
Twitter - www.twitter.com/underthirty;  
Facebook - www.facebook.com/
underthirty.

Statue of James Joyce on North Earl Street
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Cúinne na Gaeilge

UCD bar staff have called off planned 
strike action after reaching an 
agreement with the college’s Student 
Club.

The staff served the college with notice of 
their intention to strike on September 21st, 
with industrial action due to commence 
on October 2nd. Strike action was averted 
after the Student Club paid the first of two 
redundancy payments the staff claim they 
are owed.

Joe Donnelly of the Mandate trade union 
which represents the workers says the 
industrial action will be postponed for 10 
days to allow the Student Club time to 
settle the claim.

The second payment is due within 
the next 10 days. strike action has been 
deferred until the second payment has been 
made. “We are glad that the workers have 
received their first overdue payment, we 
continue to be committed to making sure 
our members receive their entitlements,” 
he said.

The Student Bar at UCD’s Belfield 
campus has been closed since June after 
accumulating losses of over €120,000. Bar 

staff were made redundant and agreement 
was reached on a redundancy package on 
August 31st.

What will happen to The Student Bar, 
the largest of three on the Belfield campus, 
remains unknown.

Rachel Breslin, President of UCD 
Students’ Union, insists it is essential the 
bar is reopened. “The bar is still the best 
place on campus for holding concerts, 
faculty days and quizzes,” she said. “We as 
a Student Union are not willing to stand for 
the disappearance of that facility”

UCDSU are currently in discussions 
with the College’s Bursar, in the hope 
that authorities will be able to pay the 
outstanding debts. 

Ms. Breslin acknowledges that 
compensating workers should come 
before student partying. “Students want to 
socialise but we also have staff who have 
been agreed redundancy and who haven’t 
had it. Who’s more important? I wouldn’t 
automatically say it’s the students in terms 
of real need”, she said. 

A replacement for the Student Bar was 
due to be built in UCD’s new student 
centre which was due to open in coming 
weeks, but was delayed due to funding 
shortages.

UCDSU pledge to keep the student bar serving pints
Colin Layde
Deputy News Editor

Tá cúpla seachtain imithe cheanna fhéin 
agus muna bhfuil tú mar bhaill den 
Chumann Gaelach (CG) DIT… ba chóir 
go mbeadh! 

Cé go bhfuil Gaeilge ag formhór de 
mhic léinn inniu, is annamh go gcloistear 
sa choláiste í; tá náire riomh dhaoine í a 
labhairt lena chéile, a ngráin ar a dteanga 
fhéin.  Níl aon amhras ann ach go bhfuil 
an locht ar córas oideachais na hÉireann, 
atá ag déanamh sár-dhochar ar mheon 
na ndaoine óga maidir leis an Ghaeilge.  
Críochnaíonn muid an meanscoil le dóchas 
inár gcroí toisc go bhfuil deireadh leis an 
nGaeilge feicthe againn go deo.

Ach tóg san áireamh gur rud éagsúil 
í ár dteanga agus an ábhar scoile.  Tá sé 
mar aidhm ag CG DIT é sin a chur in iúl 
do dhaoine agus chun cúnamh a tabhairt 
dóibh  dearmad a dhéanamh ar a dtaithí 
scoile. Pléann muid go fóinteach le daoine 
óga chun iad a spreagadh a dteanga féin a 
labhairt.

Is aoibhinn le gach duine ‘an chraic’ 
agus bíonn an-chraic againn, trí mheáin 
na Gaeilge.  De réir a chéile, tá meon eile 
ag forbairt ó thaobh an Ghaeilge de, mar 
gheall ar eagraíochtaí cosúil le CG DIT, a 
chuireann béim ar an dteanga labhartha, 
le imeachtaí sóisialta- céilíthe, cóisirí, 
trá na gceist boird, seisiúin ceoil, maidin 
caife, oíche scannáin, turais agus neart 

píotsa agus piontaí Guinness. Tá dearcadh 
dearfach tagtha ar an Ghaeilge le blianta 
beaga anuas.  Tá sí “cool” arís. 

Is é An Cumann Gaelach an áit dhuitse 
agus tú i do mhac léinn DIT, má ta suim ar 
bith agat sa teanga, nó má tá tú díreach ag 
iarraidh an chraic a bheith agat i nGaeilge. 
Má theastaíonn uait feabhas a chur ar 
do chuid Gaeilge tá muid anseo chun 
cabhraigh leat.

“Ní hé amháin soar ach Gaelach  fosta.” 
Sin é an aisling a bhí ag Pádraig Mac 
Píaras agus is aisling a roinneann an CG 
DIT leis.  Is í ár dteanga agus cultúr atá 
ann, agus nach álainn an cultúr é sin.
Bígí linn sa réabhlóid ar 0872733268 nó 
cumanngaelach@socs.dit.ie.

Stiofán O’Connachtaigh

An bhfuil Gaeilge ‘Cool’ Arís?

Na dhá léachtóirí as DIT Clare Bell agus  Brenda Dermondy agus an t-eagraí Liam Carson

The UCD bar at the centre of huge controversy over losses over €120,000

Mic léinn Stiofán O’Connachtaigh agus Aílbhe Ní Riain agus an leachtoir Ite Ní Chionnaith

An Taispeántas Clógrafaíochta 
san Institiúid Teicneolaíochta 
Bhaile Átha Cliath

Chuir dhá léachtóirí ó Institiúid 
Teicneolaíochta Átha Cliath, Clare Bell 
agus Brenda Dermody, taispeántas 
sáiniúla ar siúl chun obair na mic leinn 
a chur ar thaispeáint. 

Bhí roinnt de nua-litríochta, dántaí, 
hamharcealaíona agus pictiúirí grafach 
scaradh amach ar an fhorhalla I DIT sráid 
Aungier ar an seachtain seo caite.

“Ba é an bhliain seo caite an chéad 
bhliain a thosaigh an Taispeántais Cló 
Draíocht,” a dhúirt Liam Carson, an 
eagraí don Féile Imram. Nuair a cuireadh 
tús leis an oiche bhí scaifte mór daoine ag 
féachaint agus ag baint taitneamh as na  
saothar ealaíne. 

Bhí an t-atmaisféar sámh agus feictear 
daoine ar a shuaimhneas ag súimíneacht 
fíon agus ag meascadh lena chéile.

Sa taispeántas, bhi daoine abálta saothar 
na filí, Doireann Ní Ghríofa, Daireana Ní 
Chinnéide, Georóid Mac Loughlann agus 
Gabriel Rosenstock a fheiceáil fosta.

 Chailleas me dhánta ag an bPicnic 
Leictreach a tugtar ar saothar ealaíne 
Daireana Ní Chinnéide ina léiríonn sí 
íomha de saol readúil duinn faoin dtaithí  
ag an fheis ceoil an bPicnic Leicteach.

D’úsáidtear ealaín realaíoch éifeachtach 
leis an íomha seo a chuir in iúl do na lucht 
féachana.

“Is maith liom feiceáil muintir óga ag 
baint taitneamh as na himeachtaí Gaeilge 
cosúil le seo,” a dhúirt Liam Carson an 
t-eagraí den Fhéile Imram.

An Mor-Oiche Ceoil agus 
Filíochta

Gheall an Mór- Oiche Ceoil fuinneamh, 
paisean, amhráin sáiniúla agus filíochta 
mealltach. 

Ar tús bara léigh na filí cáiliúila 
Doireann Ní Ghríofa agus Antaine Ó 

Donnaile sliochta filíochta. Chruth na 
filí íomhánna grafach duinn lena focail 
chumhachtach. Níorbh fhéidir leat gíog a 
chloisteáil san áit nuair a d’oscail siad a 
mbéal. Shíltear go raibh gach duine san 

áit faoi gheasa na fhilí. Ansin thosaigh 
an dara ghníomh leis an ceoltóir Mark 
Braidner agus Gearóid Mac Loughlainn 
ag léamh as a gcuid leabhar filíochta is 
déanaí Criss-Cross Mo Chara.

Léirigh siad meascán de ceoil agus 
filíochta agus bhain siad úsáid as imeartas 
focail ón nGaeilge agus ón mBéarla Ansin 
léirigh Seamas Barra Ó Súilleabháin 
agus a chara Conor Maloney leis an 
hardghníomhaíocht filíochta. Bhuaigh Ó 
Suilleabháin an Poetry Slam na hÉireann 
an bhlian seo caite. Bhí modh nua  
paiseanta acu chun an léiriú a chuir in iúl 
don lucht féachana.Bhain siad úsáid as 
teicníochtaí drámaíochta agus teanga aoire 
agus ba léir é gur bhain an lucht féachana 
sult as.

Chríochnaigh an oiche le “Bang” agus 
léirigh an ghrúpa ceoil as Béal Feirste, 
Bréag. Is grúpa cheoil cáiliúil,reggae iad 
ina bhfuair failtiú maith ag an Mór Oiche 
ceoil agus Filiochta.

Seosaimhín Ní Ghallachoir
Eagarthóir Gaeilge

Dhá oiche mór san Fhéile Imram
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First things first, DO NOT, and I repeat, 
DO NOT go out on Halloween night. 
Everything is hugely overpriced and 
clubs and bars are always over-crowd-
ed. Have a house party instead, or better 
yet, go camping. It brings the right level 
of spookiness and is way more afforda-
ble. 

If you really feel you have to go out for 
the holiday, go out the night before or the 
night after the big day itself.  It’s far cheap-
er, there’s always a great atmosphere with 
plenty of people, and you can still dress 
up!

If you feel the need to buy sweets for the 
‘trick or treaters’ (or yourself), go to the €2 
shop. I know I’m always banging on about 
it, but you can get some unbelievable bar-
gains for much cheaper than if you were to 
buy multipacks in 

your local Tesco or Dunnes.
Costumes are one of the most expensive 

things you can buy at Halloween. So find 
something in your wardrobe you don’t 
care about and rip it up, cover it in fake 
blood and viola – you’re Halloween ready. 
Alternatively, the childhood favourites of 
plastic bags and bed sheets are goldmines. 
Sheets can turn you into anything from a 
ghost to a Roman, while plastic bags ena-

Student Shopper Aislinn McCooey

The second biggest holiday after Christmas is upon us and we’re 
here to tell you how to have a spooktacular time (yes we know) for 
less, so read the following article very carefully:

Students have been warned to exercise 
caution when dealing with Facebook 
groups purporting to represent the In-
stitute, DIT Students’ Union, or other 
groups affiliated to the college.

Several students have reported being 
invited to join groups, and being offered 
bogus wristbands that claim to guarantee 
entry to multiple DIT events for up to €50. 
DITSU says anyone using these wristbands 
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will be refused entry to any events. If there 
is any doubt over a Facebook group, check 
with the college.

The problem is that Facebook is an open 
forum, so there’s very little we can do,” 
says DITSU’s Vice President for Events, 
Will Meara.“We have e-mailed a lot of the 
groups to try and get them to close, but ul-
timately it’s very difficult for us to control 
it.  One of the things these sites try to do 
is build up databases on people, so we just 
need everyone to be careful when they are 
contacted by groups like this.”

Al McConnell
Deputy Editor

Fake Facebook groups target DIT  students

ble you to look like a rubber bandit.
Make your own decorations; don’t bother 

buying expensive decorations as, chances 
are, they’ll either get lost when you move 
out at the end of the year or destroyed at 
one of your parties. 

Save on electricity and use “mood light-
ing”, AKA loads and loads of tea lights. 
You’ll look like you’re being creative and 
your house will have a season-appropriate 
atmosphere, all while saving you money. 

Go bobbing for apples. Cheap, easy and 

great craic especially when you’ve had a 
few drinks.

Instead of splashing out a small fortune 
to go to the cinema and see the latest hor-
ror film, have a night in with a few friends 
and those old classics everyone has tucked 
away like Halloween, Hocus Pocus, and 
Scream.

Make your own brac, apple tart and oth-
er season-appropriate food with stuff from 
Aldi or Lidl, home to some great bargains 
that still taste really good. 

Andrew Donovan
News Editor

powerful as Apple and Google can be 
subjected to the whims of the market but 
this is nothing new says Peter Brown. 
“The share price isn’t determined by the 
fundamentals of the company any more, 
it’s all speculation. Previously equity 
[shares] went up and down due to the 
fundamentals but now it comes down to 
technical analysis such as charting and 
algorithms.” 

Peter Brown has been trading in the 
financial markets for 30 years and he 
advises against trading in equities. 

“If you buy Standard and Poor 500 
futures rather than equities you can put 
in a stop loss so you can’t lose more than 
€100.

“Equity is volatile so we advise to trade 
the S/P, the FTSE or the DAX where the 
stocks are controlled. Unless you have 
some insider knowledge it’s very hard 
to trade equities, it’s almost impossible 
to predict what’s going to happen to the 
share in the future because every product 
fluctuates up and down constantly.

  

The graph shows the progression of 
Google shares on Monday evening.

Facebook offices in Palo Alto, California

Following Google’s 9% share drop 
last week they are still struggling to 
recover their market position as traders 
continue to take their profit and sell 
Google stocks. Usually when a company 
announces its earnings per quarter it 
waits till Wall Street has closed so as 
not to affect their shares too much. 

In this instance the company in charge 
with publishing Google’s earnings jumped 
the gun and released the figures before 
CEO Larry Page could offset the poor 
earnings with his statement. 

Page did get a word in later in the day 
however “I am sorry for the scramble ear-
lier today.  As our printers have said, they 
hit send on the release just a bit early. We 
had a strong quarter — I am really happy 
with our business. Revenue was up 45 per 
cent year-on-year, and, at just fourteen 
years old, we cleared our first $14 billion 
revenue quarter.  Not bad for a teenag-
er!”  Peter Brown of the Irish Institute of 
Financial Trading said that this release 

became a trigger to the markets to start 
selling and taking profit.  This continues 
the trend of big tech companies stock 

suffering a slump. Apple’s share has fallen 
by 100 since the launch of the iPhone 5. 

As the hype built Apple’s stock was 

pushed up and up until the market decided 
it was time to cash in their chips. It can 
come as a surprise that companies as 

' """"''"' ;..;J,:.:;.. l....l ~ ~ ~ ~ :.:;;:. ~ :u 
."1r~ l !'t, ~1 1 :' - O· • ·"~ :>r l~ -~~-~ - l r . .-~ "'"-1 

• I ~ ' I~ ~,- ' ::> ~-
·~.;l~o - (11111 · ~ 11111) 

- ·~ 

-··'l 
'----------111L- -------"" ........... ~ ............... -..............~ ............... ~--------, 

l!f Computerfix 

PRIDES 
I 


