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DIT Students assaulted

Charlie Heasman

Students are being warned to take
precautions in order to stay safe on the
streets of Dublin. The call comes after
the latest reported incident which took
place last Monday night.

Two DIT students, one male, the other
female, were walking home along the
North Circular Road at 11pm when they
were attacked without warning by two
youths. They resisted the attack but both

were punched, the girl hard in the face with
a closed fist. The assailants ran off with
their bags.

The students contacted An Gardai,
who were sympathetic and helpful, but
by this time the attackers had long since
disappeared. The female student came off
worse in the incident because, while her
friend had little of value in his bag, she lost
her credit cards, iPod, house keys, mobile
phone and library books.

She was left badly shaken by the incident.

Speaking a few days later to The Edition,
she said: “The punch in the face was bad
enough but I’m tough, I’ll get over it. | just
want my stuff back.”

A source in An Garda Sioch&na, who
does not wish to be named, said that in
reality there was very little chance of
her regaining her property, “except for
her empty bag and books dumped in an
alleyway somewhere, perhaps.”

Such attacks, although uncommon,
unfortunately do happen. The advice

from the Gardai is to think about where
and you are walking, try to remain in a
group, and use public transport or taxis
wherever possible. This is not always easy
to do while subsisting on a student grant,
but these two had decided to save the bus
fare by walking and subsequently paid the
price.

Street theft does not necessarily have to
include an element of personal violence.
Many students have reported the theft of
unattended bicycles, and a bag or mobile

phone can be snatched in an instant in a
crowded street.

Students are advised to keep a firm hold
on personal possessions and to be aware of
people around them at all times. Bicycles
should be locked to a secure object when
left unattended, preferably through the
frame rather than one of the wheels.

One Mountjoy Sq student returned to his
locked bike last year to find that all that
remained was the back wheel, a situation
which he described as being “almost worse
than losing the whole thing.”

Socs Fair s

Alistair McConnell
Deputy Editor

The new year of DIT societies began
on a chaotic note, as the annual ‘Socs
Fair’ was relocated only 24 hours before
commencing. It has emerged that only
one day before the fair was to launch,
Aungier Street staff were informed that
the courtyard space had been double
booked. As yet, no explanation has been
released by the college.

Conflicting with the Societies Fair this
year was the annual Guidance Counsellor
Open Day, which brings counsellors
from schools across Ireland to DIT to
discuss the college’s teaching styles and
disciplinary approaches. The meeting has
a prominent place in the DIT calendar, in
terms of advertising the college, forming
links with schools, and attracting future
students.

Once the conflict came to light, it was
the Societies fair that fell victim to the
error, and were forced to split in two and
relocate to the foyer area of the campus,
as well as the basement’s communal area.

olit In two — “These things happen at DIT”

These two much smaller areas created
some problems in terms of space, with
several societies putting in a big effort to
make themselves stand out to students.

Societies play a vital role in college
life, and are effectively launched each
academic year by the fair, which generates
a huge amount of attention for each
group, and attracts the vast majority of
sign-ups. Speaking to Teri O’Boyle,
Communications and Volunteering Officer
in the DIT Societies Office, The Edition
has heard that the reorganisation of the
fair was indeed “last minute.”

“It was stressful enough,” she says.
“There was a double booking in the
courtyard, so we were put into the foyer.
We only found out about 24 hours before.

“It worked out fine on the day, I
suppose. The fair was more in the
students’ faces because of it, in front of
everyone as they walked in. Space was
tight but we worked around it. These
things happen at DIT.”

But despite the significant upheaval

continued p4

Societies Week on Aungier St. saw the event split in two to accomodate an annual guidance councillor meeting
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5, 4,7

Ireland soccer matches
won, drawn, and lost against
upcoming rivals Germany.

2%
Irish population that emigrated
last year

8,000,000

Number of contraband
cigarettes seized at Dublin Port

60

Number of new jobs created in

a Dublin animation studio, after
BBC re-commissions a children’s
TV show

407,892,669

Number of YouTube views, at the
time of writing, of South Korean
Psy’s ‘Gangham Style’.

Health centre back

Amy Grehan

In the words of Professor Farnsworth of
Futurama, good news everybody! The
DIT Student Health Centre is open for
another year of business.

According to health centre staff “The
student health centre is extremely busy, we
see about five hundred students per week’.

‘It’s a great service for the students
here in Dit’ says media student Aoife
Deegan. ‘As students we are often tight for
money so it is a relief not having to pay a
consultation fee’.

The health centres mission statement
states that “The DIT health service provides
a holistic approach to health, providing
on campus health care to those students
pursuing full time & apprenticeship
courses. The service incorporates physical,
psychological and social aspects of student
health and health promotion. Absolute
confidentiality is maintained.’

There are two DIT Health centres; one on

the north side, in Bolton St, and one on the
south side, in Aungier St.

Consultation with a Doctor is by
appointment only. Students are encouraged
to make appointments as early as possible
as both clinics tend to book up quickly.

A consultation with a nurse can include
the following; general health discussion,
contraception  advice, sexual health
advice, acne management, management of
Asthma, smoking cessation advice, smear
tests, dietary advice, routine injections,
removal of sutures, wound dressing, and
Psoriasis management.

Consultations with both the Doctors and
nurses at the DIT Student Health Centre
are free. However, there are some charges
for specialist clinics, services and products.

The clinics are open Monday to Friday
during term from 9am — lpm and 2pm -
Spm.

Students must phone or call into the
health centre to make an appointment in
advance.

www.edition.ie
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Ron Burgundy says: No!

DIT students were denied

Colin Layde
Deputy News Editor

A planned open air showing of
Anchorman: The Legend of Ron
Burgundy had to be cancelled due to
heavy rain.

The screening of the Will Ferrell film
was due to take place at Meeting House
Square in Temple Bar on Wednesday, 26
September.

Movie Night was organised by the
Movie and Drama societies (MAD) and

ing Will Ferrell’s most colourful creation on the big screen

was scheduled as part of the annual DIT
Society and Clubs Festival. The event was
also to act as a showcase for the Dance,
Juggling and Samba societies, who were
scheduled to perform.

Anchorman follows Ron Burgundy, a
dim-witted and chauvinistic San Diego
news anchor, as he adjusts to the presence
of a feminist co-presenter. The public
screening of the comedy cult classic was
scheduled to be one of the highlights of
the annual festival.

Persistent and heavy rain left organisers

with little alternative but to cancel the
outdoor screening of the film; MAD hopes
to reschedule the screening for a later
date.

Money raised from ticket sales was to be
donated to the Well For Zoe organisation
The charity works in Malawi, providing
clean drinking water to poor and remote
villages.

Other events were unaffected by the
inclement weather, including an Arthur’s
Day night organised by the DIT Student
Union, in conjunction with the DJ society.

Freshers’ Guide, now In human form

Conor Fuller

A new Peer Mentoring system was
introduced in DIT this year, in which
second year students meet with groups
of first year students to help guide
them into college life. Set up in Aungier
Street School of Business, with the

help of first year tutor, Helen O’Brien-
Gately, the mentors have held two
meetings so far with their groups.

The first was an introduction lunch held
in the campus restaurant last week. Tea,
coffee and sandwiches were provided, and
the college chaplain and councillor were
on hand to talk to the students.

First years were then split into smaller
groups and held peer-to-peer talks with
their mentors, discussing a range of topics

WANT TO WRITE FOR

or HAVE A STORY FOR

about entering into their new academic
career.

The mentors met again during this week
to follow up with their younger charges.
First year notes were exchanged as well as
advice on some subjects and assessments.
The meetings must take place in the DIT
Aungier Street campus in a public area
and mentors then report back to each first
year’s tutor. However, all conversations
are strictly confidential, and mentors can
assure students that they can open up
about any concerns they have.

Students have responded well to
the program. Jayne Gavin, a first year
Business student, says: “I like the fact that
the meetings are confidential and we have
the opportunity to speak with someone
who has already been through the first

year of our course. And just to find out
things such as what the college services
are when you are not sure where to ask.”

It has also been rewarding for the
mentors. According to Sarah Hughes, “I
was asked to do the program and agreed
as | wanted to give something back to
DIT. I would have liked a mentor last year
when [ moved to Dublin to start college
for the first time. It’s a great opportunity
to help new students settle in, advise them
about their subjects, and steer them in the
right direction if they need any help.”

Although still in its infancy, the program
is off to a good start and has had positive
feedback from all involved.

If successful, the program could become
standard for all students entering college
in the future.

DIT peer mentor meeting in action

Mail news@Edition.ie

E
Us?
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Nigerian executions might
be linked to SU activities

Alistair McConnell
Deputy Editor

At least twenty-six students have been
killed in a college residence in north-
east Nigeria. Police are investigating
whether the murders are linked to a
political feud within the college.

On Monday night, gunmen arrived at
Polytechnic Mubi student halls in the
Adamawa state in the northeast of the
country, bordering Cameroon. One by one,
the names of individuals were called out
as the group moved through the building.
Some were shot and others killed with
machetes, according to one witness.

A curfew has now been imposed in the
area. The main line of investigation is that
Islamist insurgent group Boko Haram,
whose name translates literally as ‘Western
education is sinful’, are behind the attack.

Over the last two years, Boko Haram
have orchestrated over 1,000 murders,
including those of students.

The group has been known to infiltrate
college communities and target groups
within student politics. Police are therefore
investigating whether upcoming student
elections provided the catalyst for the
murders.

It has also not been ruled out that the

The Mubi district of Nigeria where the murders took place

murders were motivated solely by a feud
over these elections, and were carried out
by the rivals of a student faction.

Yushua Shuaib, a spokesperson for
the National Emergency Management
Agency, has said: “The crisis in Mubi is

suspected to have been fuelled by campus
politics after the election... the ones who
were disgruntled might have... (carried
out) the attack.”

It is thought that the nature of the
killings, in that specific names were called
out while others were left alone, points
towards insider knowledge and motivation.

According to Shuaib, initial reports
have also indicated that one victim was a
candidate in Sunday’s election.

In recent years, there has been a
proliferation of weapons in the Adamawa
region. In a raid on the same residence
halls last week, weapons including rocket
propelled grenades and assault rifles were
found. It has been suggested, therefore,
that the ready availability of weapons
means it is more difficult to narrow down
potential perpetrators.

Boko Haram, who last week denied that
they are in peace talks with government,
have been widely condemned by Muslim
groups throughout the world, including
The Islamic Circle of North America and
the Muslim Council of Britain.

The total number of deaths could rise
to over 40, according to one security
source and several witnesses. The Mubi
Polytechnic has a student population of
over 14,000.

Mature students Access denied

Colin Layde
Deputy News Editor

Financial problems in the DIT Mature
Student Access Programme (MSAP)
lead to a reduction in student numbers
and changes in management

The MSAP was initially financed by
Allied Irish Banks but, when this funding
ceased, DIT had to turn abroad for
investment. Last year’s programme was
largely financed by the Sultan of Oman; in
return for the investment, Omani students
were enrolled on a similar course to the
MASP, with those who completed the
course gaining entry to DIT. This year
the course only enrolled 36 international
students, resulting in only 50 places
for Irish students. Former MSAP Maths
lecturer, Gerry McCann, admits that
“things are looking very grim for the
access programme at the moment”.

The departure of lecturers and the
course co-ordinator, following apparent
difficulties in contract negotiations, has
led to great uncertainty over the future of
the programme. Lecturers Christine Smith,
Nicola Callaghan and Gerry McCann have
all left their roles. William Peters leaves
his role as course co-ordinator but remains
as a lecturer. The MSAP will continue to
operate this year, but with a reduced intake
of students and virtually an entirely new
faculty.

Doubts over the future of the programme
come amid widespread cuts in the
education sector. There is speculation that
Minister for Education and Skills, Ruairi
Quinn, will again increase the student
registration fee in next month’s Budget.
Such a measure would only serve to
further limit the number of students able to
gain access to higher education.

The MSAP aims to provide a platform
for individuals to overcome socio-
economic barriers and access third level
education. The one year programme
operates out of the Mountjoy Square
campus and is designed to prepare mature
students to enter first year. The course is
full-time and consists of six core modules,
including Applied Writing, Information
Technology and Communications.
Students also undertake modules from first
year undergraduate courses, in order to
better prepare themselves for the transition
to third level.

Since its inception in 2009, the
programme has seen nearly 200 students
progress to third level education. This year
will see the first Access alumni receive
their parchments and graduate from the
Institute, demonstrating the immense value
of the programme.

Suzanne Finnegan is a second year
Social Care student in Mountjoy Square
and a graduate of MSAP; she feels the
course was invaluable to her. “As a mature

Access course students have suffered huge financial difficultires due to a reduction in numbers

student, I feel the access course helped
me immensely. It gave me the freedom
and security to seek out my future career;
without the access course I feel this may
have been a struggle. I will be forever
grateful to all of the staff” she says.

The programme is run through DIT’s

Community Links Programme. In addition
to the MSAP, Community Links also
operates an access service for students of
school leaving age and Computer Learning
In Communities (CLIC). CLIC aims to
promote literacy and computer skills in
disadvantaged communities.

Northside Careers Services offices relocate as part of efficient policies

Alistair McConnell
Deputy Editor

As part of an ongoing relocation process
at DIT, the Careers Services office has
been moved from Capel Street to Bolton
Street’s Zhivago Building.

After an interim spell of six months in

the Marlborough Street building, there has
now been enough room freed up to house
four Careers Service staff, as well as one
Disability Support Services staff member.
It is also hoped that sufficient space will be
retained for the Sports Office to relocate to
that area in future.

The move comes after Architecture and

Architectural Technology students were
relocated to the redeveloped Linen Hall
building in Bolton Street over the summer,
which has allowed a range of other moves
to take place.

According to the Office of the President,
DIT has been adopting a policy since early
2011 of making the best use possible of the

space it has rented throughout the city. As a
sprawling campus, with many buildings in
the city centre, efficient use of rented space
is crucial.

This move is the latest in a line of
relocations that have been made as leases
run out on certain properties and spaces.

NEWS

Student Services open
upgraded office

The new Student Services office will be
opened this Friday, 12 October, beside the
courtyard in Aungier street (previously the
FOMACS office). It is hoped that this new
location is more prominent and easier to
find than the previous G044 room, and it
will also provide more space in the office
itself. Students from any campus can
use the student service centre, as with its
counterpart at Bolton Street. The office
will have an improved design, with space
to browse forms, leaflets and information
on DIT services. A desktop with online
access will be installed for student use in
the near future.

‘Digital Dermot’ lands
top job at MTV

DIT Kevin Street Graduate, Dermot
McCormack, appeared in The Irish Times
last week. Known as ‘Digital Dermot’ by
U2 front man Bono, the DIT Alumnus now
holds the prized position of executive vice
president of digital media for MTV.

Dermot, who left for New York the day
after graduation in the early 1990s with
a degree in electrical engineering, will
now work from a 17th floor corner office
overlooking Times Square. Speaking to
The Irish Times, he said that he feels New
York welcomes Irish graduates with open
arms, and says the key to his success is,
unsurprisingly, hard work. “It sounds
obvious, but I really always have to get
back to the working hard thing. That’s just
a requirement. It’s not a guarantee, but it’s
a guarantee if you don’t do it.”

Boost your CV with
Lead Module

There is still time to apply for the DIT
Lead Module, in which extra-curricular
activities in societies can contribute to
your final degree.

The Lead module can also boost a CV,
as many of these society activities, which
were once considered an aside to third level
studies, can now be formally recognised as
valuable assets in a difficult jobs market.
Skills such as initiative, communication
and teamwork are improved throughout the
module. Applicants take part in workshops
under mentor supervision, and a written
portfolio is presented for grading. The
closing date for applications is 15 October.

Glasto tickets gone in
under 2 hours

Tickets for Glastonbury Festival 2013
sold out in only one hour and forty minutes
on the morning of 8 October, a record time.

Over 135,000 tickets, costing £205 each,
were sold online and by telephone to those
who had pre-registered with the website.
This in itself, however, did not guarantee
tickets, and many were left disappointed.
Organiser Emily Eavis has issued an
apology via Twitter to those who could not
get through, mentioning some problems
experienced due to the heavy traffic on the
website.

The rapid sales also come at a time when
the festival’s profit margins are in the
spotlight, with newly published accounts
for the festival’s company showing
revenues of £32.2m (€39.8m) for 2011.
It is thought that the year off, due to the
London Olympics, has played a part in
generating such high demand.
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Record turnout for C&Ss week!

Ciaran D’Arcy such as Camping Soc proving a popular
addition to an already eclectic line-up.
Anita Conway, Head of Societies
in DIT, was more than happy with
how the week panned out. “The week
generally went very well. The numbers
of students signing up for clubs, socs
and volunteering during the week were
up on last year. There was plenty going
on throughout the week, with freebies
being given out and demonstrations by
societies,” said Conway.
To complement the week-long
extravaganza, supplemental activities
such as the now annual Campus Cup 7s

Another successful DIT Clubs and
Socs week saw a record turnout and an
increase in signups during this year’s
event.

Held on 24 to 27 September, over 85
clubs and societies were given the chance
to strut their stuff in each of the different
DIT campuses throughout the week. Old
favourites such as Banter Soc and DJ Soc
once again benefited from strong sign up
numbers, with last year’s up and coming
star Ultimate Frisbee Soc pulling in over
140 new recruits and brand new societies

Clubs and Socs week saw huge numbers turning out to sign up for what’s on offer in DIT this year

Freshers had

Ciaran D’Arcy Martin Guilfoyle kept the decks spinning
as the crowds continued to stream in.

Even the most diverse of tastes was
catered for as Jet Set Radio, Robert
Delaney and DIT’s own Bamboo Party,
who can now add the Freshers Ball to
their impressive array of gigs this year
including the Knockanstockan and
Electric Picnic music festivals.

Excitement had reached fever when
main event Basshunter eventually began
his highly-anticipated performance, and
the “All | Ever Wanted’ singer gave more
than his money’s worth as his melodious
club hits and extravagant lighting show
characterised a truly spectacular set.

Ever the showman, the inimitable
Scandanavian was, as DITSU’s Events
VP Will Meara put it, “gently persuading”
those who needed no persuasion to engage
in a bit of crowd surfing, whilst also
bringing some lucky female fans on stage

The Wright Venue was once again
transformed into a heaving mass of
purple as DIT’s assorted ranks of
freshers descended upon the north
Dublin nightspot for this year’s
Freshers Ball.

The power of purple was well and
truly in evidence as the college’s newest
recruits packed into Airside’s premier
nightclub to witness mesmerising
sets from acts such as DJ Sash, King
Kong Company and Swedish sensation
Basshunter.

With tickets reasonably priced at €15,
students began arriving early by the
busload to take in what truly was an
electric atmosphere at Dublin’s biggest
freshers party, and they were kept well
entertained by DIT’s own DJ Soc.

Spin 103.8’s self-professed mix master

tournament in Grangegorman (Wednesday)
and the DITSU Arthur’s Day night out,
which included performances from The
Subs and Transmission DJs, provided yet
more entertainment for revellers.

Sign up numbers may have been
impressive, but Conway was also keen to
stress the fact that it’s never too late to get
involved.

“If any student didn’t get to sign up to a
club, society or volunteering opportunity
during the Clubs and Socs Week, fret not
they can still get involved by registering
their interest online or contacting the club/
society directly,” said Conway.

a ball

to perform their own unique version of the
globally-serialised Gangnam Style dance.

Not content to deliver the bare
minimum, the former Celebrity Big
Brother contestant went on to perform
what his own tour manager described
as one of his best ever encores, before
giving DIT’s freshers a sneak peak at his
upcoming single.

The event capped what was another
hugely successful Freshers Week
throughout all of the campuses, with
events ranging from burrito eating
competitions in Aungier Street to balloon
bashes at Lafayette Café keeping the
college’s newest entrants enthused during
what was a hectic week for all involved.

With the freshers events now done
and dusted, attention turns to the DIT
Halloween Ball on 25 October which
promises to be yet another captivating
spectacle all of its own.

THE EDITION Wednesday October 10 2012

Participants at this year’s Clubs and Socs week

Socs Week

from front page

double booking, and the resulting
relocation.

According to O’Boyle, the conflict was
due to miscommunication between DIT
bookings and Campbell Catering, the
company that manages the ground floor
café in Aungier Street, and the courtyard
area. The two events may have been
booked separately, the college booking the
space for the guidance counsellors, while
Campbell Catering marked down the
Societies Fair for the same time.

This has been doubted by sources within
DIT administration. Melda Slattery, Head
of Public Affairs within the Office to the
President, was surprised to hear about
the double booking and relocation when
contacted by The Edition, and doubted

cock-up

whether this could be the cause.

“There was always going to be the
Guidance Counsellor Open Day,” she
remarked. “This event takes place every
year on the same day, and had been
booked some time in advance.

“This explanation of how two bookings
were made seems doubtful. Campbell
catering was providing services for
the Open day, we had a breakfast for
counsellors who had travelled a long way,
and an informal lunch in the courtyard
was planned. It all surprises me.”

Campbell Catering was unavailable to
comment on the issue.

The President’s Office has also
emphasised that no money is directly paid
to the college for the Counsellors Open
Day.

y Alistair McConnell

Cheap housing for Gaeilgeoirs, for fifth year in a row

Members of Cumann na Gaeilge at Socs week

Rachael O’Brien

For the fifth year in a row DIT’s Irish
Language Student Residency Scheme is
running once again.

The scheme itself was set up to promote
the Irish language here in DIT. If you’re
looking for cheaper accommodation and
willing to speak Irish all the time, then this
scheme is for you.

Now | know the idea of speaking Irish
all the time can be daunting but if you’re
interested in the language it is definitely
worth it.

Through this scheme, DIT offers students
with Irish, a way to share accommodation,

whilst speaking the language all the time
during the academic year. Applicants will
also have to organise events and actively
promote the Irish language around all of
the DIT campuses.

The apartments themselves are located
in the National College of Ireland meaning
the LUAS is right outside your door,
you’re in the heart of Dublin and you’re
relatively close to college, whichever DIT
campus you attend.

Why should this appeal to students?
While normal rental costs do apply (€2600
per semester) successful applicants will
receive scholarships to help with the cost
of accommodation. However there are a

few conditions. Irish must be spoken at all
times and scholarships of €1500 are not
awarded until the end of semester one, so
the language committee can assess your
progress and use of Irish.

This ever so popular scheme is full
at the moment as only six students get
chosen a year, with this year’s applicants
coming from a range of backgrounds such
as Journalism, Engineering, Business and
Bio-Medical degrees.

However, anyone interested in taking
part in the scheme for 2013-2014, or taking
part in any events run by the residents of
the scheme can contact gaeilge@dit.ie for
more information.
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Eight DIT students for undergraduate awards

Alistair McConnell
Deputy Editor

DIT students have received accolades
across five categories in the 2012
Undergraduate Awards. The
competition recognises exceptional
coursework completed in the final or
penultimate year of an undergraduate
degree, and attracts entries from across
the world. This year alone, students
from 64 different nationalities entered
their work.

Among the entrants whose work was
recognised as ‘Highly Commended’

were eight DIT students. These

included Vanessa Bergin (Business and
Economics), Bomao Huang (Computer
Science and Information Technology)
and Karen Walsh (Life Sciences). In the
Engineering and Mechanical Sciences
category, DIT students Daniel Dixon and
Tuireann O’Neill received this special
mention.

It was in the Creative Arts category,
however, that DIT particularly excelled,
with three students, Margaret Byrne,
Darek Fortas, and Laura Moran, receiving
recognition as ‘Highly Commended’.

In the 2012 competition, 2,890

Product Design graduate, lan Burnell with his newly built, EEL Barrier light

submissions from 92 institutions were
entered into the 21 competition categories.
The award is open to any paper of project
that receives a 2:1 grade, or above.

Each of these categories had its own
panel of international academics, which
assessed each entry in order to find only
two overall winners - one international
submission and one from the island of
Ireland.

Congratulating the eight students,
President of DIT, Professor Brian Norton
said: “They are excellent ambassadors
for DIT and the recognition they
achieved through the Undergraduate

An bhfuil buntaiste ar bith leis an Ghaeilge?

an amhras ar bith ta ar teanga

naisiinta chomh tabhachtach

agus chomh riachtanach |
lathdir na huaire nach mar a bhi ar
riamh.

Cuir san &ireamh na méid daoine ata
difhostaithe sa tir agus na scaifte daoine
ata ag dul ar imirce go foill. Ni ran é go
bhfuil an tir i staid uafasach anois agus
samhlaionn muid pictiGr gruama den
todhchai.

Ach, ta buntdiste moér ag cainteoiri
Gaeilge nuair ata siad ag cuardach post, go
hdirithe sna méain cumarsaide.

De réir ith Ni Chionnaith, leachtoir
Gaeilge agus na Medin Cumarsaide as
DIT, ta an t-éileamh iontach fa choinne
cainteoiri Gaeilge sa tionscal na méain.

“Ta a léir mor postanna sna meéain
cumarsaide do cainteoiri Gaeilge, ta
gnéithe difriochta ann freisin mar shampla
ag obair os comhair an cheamara agus
taobh thiar de, chraoltéiri, scriobhneoiri
agus srl. Caithfidh ard-chaighdean Gaeilge
a bheith acu ma ta fonn ar dhuine a bheith
ag obair sna méain chumarsaide, tri
Ghaeilge.”

Laistigh de 40 bliain thainig reabhloid
na méain Ghaeilge. Bunaiodh Raidi6 na
Gaeltachtach ar an 2la d’Aibrean 1972.
Craoladh TG4 ar an 310 |4 de Samhain

1996 agus le deanai t4 3% de mhargadh
Teilifis na hEireann ag an gcaineal teilifis.
D’fhads na medin cloite Gaeilge tri na
blianta fosta agus i 1996 foilsiodh an chead
nuachtan Gaeilge darbh ainm Foinse, agus
bhi sé raite go raibh lucht léitheoireachta
de 195,000 daoine acu.

“Taobh istigh de 40 bliain d’fhas agus
d’fhorbhair tionscal na Méain Gaeilge agus
anois ta dhith ar moll mor iriseoiri Gaeilge,
craoltoiri  Gaeilge agus scribhne6iri
Gaeilge,” a ddirt ite Ni Chionnaith.

Creideann P6l O’ Gallachoir an Ard-
Stidrthéir de TG4 gurb é buntaiste mor
do dhuine ar bith at4 eolas maith acu den
teanga agus atd spéis acu ag obair sha
méain.

“Ta sé riachtanach go bhfuil cumas agus
eolas maith acu den teanga, baineann td
leas as nuair ata tu ag obair | dtimpeallacht
ina labhraitear Gaeilge agus Béarla.
Tugann an teanga seo bhfad nios mo
deiseanna dhuit, mar shampla thig leat
agallamh a deanadh tri Ghaeilge agus nil
deacrachtai ar bith agat daoine a thuiscint.”

Is as ceantar Gaoth Dobhair P4l O’
Gallchoir agus ceapadh é mar cheannaire
ar Raidié na Gaeltachta | 1994 agus ansin
ceapadh é mar Ard-Stilrthoir TG4 sa
bhliain 2000.

“Is tionscal iomioch ata ann agus is

buntéiste iontach é ma ta4 Gaeilge liofa
saibhir agat agus ni hé rud furasta € sin.”

De réir ite Ni Chionnaith td& méadu
san méid daltai ata ag staidear Gaeilge i
gColaiste DIT.

“Ni amhain go bhfuil an teanga
luachmhar san ionad oibre ach ta sé mar
phairt da n-oidhreacht naisiunta agus
scarann sé muid O6na tiortha eile san
Eoraip,” a duirt Ite.

Dar le Frances Nic Géadaigh craolt6ir
do Raidi6 na Gaeltachtach go bhfuil
deacrachtai ag cainteoiri Gaeilge snha
méain cumarsaide freisin.

“Thig leat Gaeilge a Gsaid mar bhuntaiste
i dtionscal na méain ach is oth liom a ra
go bhfuil muid fagtha ina mionlach den
daonra.”

T& Frances Nic Géadaigh ag obair |
RnaG thar 20 bliain agus baineann si sult
as an bpost ata aici.

“Tarlaionn rud nua gach 14, cosuil le
agallamh spéisuil né bionn daoine éagsula
ag glaoch isteach chuig an staistin raidié
ag gearan faoi rudai amaideach.”

Molann Frances do aon duine atd stim
acu obair fa choinne TG4, RnaG noé
nuachtan Gaeilge gur cheart doibh “obair
chrua,” cuardach moll mér taithi sna méain
cumarséide agus taitneamh a bhaint as
an eachtra uilig mar ta ‘buzz’ agus craic

Awards highlights the strong role critical
thinking and transferable skills play in our
programmes.

“To be selected for commendation from
such a wide field of submissions will
be very helpful to them in their future
careers.”

Professor Norton is also hoping that
the news would encourage even more
students to submit their work for next
year’s Awards.

Registration for the 2013 Awards is
open now, and submissions will begin
in December. Each entrant may submit
up to three pieces, with an abstract, for

consideration.

Winners receive a medal of academic
excellence (this year presented by
President Michael D. Higgins), and
will have their work published in the
Undergraduate Journal.

The students are also invited to attend
a student summit, held in Dublin, and
become members of the Undergraduate
Award Alumni Network.

According to the UA Scheme, this
network creates connections between
“some of Ireland’s most inspiring young
individuals and entrepreneurs,” and also
entails an annual, lavish, UA Alumni

DIT Graduate up for
James Dyson Award

Alistair McConnell
Deputy Editor

lan Burnell, only months after
completing his undergraduate degree
at DIT, has made it through to the semi-
finals of the James Dyson Award. His
invention, the Enhanced Emergency
Lighting (EEL) Barrier, has been short-
listed from over 500 entries worldwide,
with a brief of simply: “Design
something that solves a problem.”

The concept behind the EEL Barrier,
which  provides portable, additional
lighting around accident sites, stems from
lan’s time spent working with Dublin’s
Fire Brigade while studying Product

Design at DIT.
“It was really a full year of work
altogether,” he says. “l spent some

time working with the Fire Brigade and
following their processes. There was a
problem with oncoming traffic at night
time and in difficult areas, so the idea for
the barrier came from that. Then | went on
to form part of my thesis around it.”
Dublin Fire Brigade has supported

the product throughout the competition.
After graduating, lan is now on the look
out for his next challenge; something that
he feels will be aided by getting to this
stage in the Dyson Award: “It’s been great
already. Getting the recognition has been
a big help.” He is now in the process of
obtaining a patent for the EEL Barrier.

An international panel of designers and
academics will decide on a final list of 15
products, which will be announced on 18
October.

The final decision in the competition
then lies with Dyson himself, who will
choose one winner and two runners up on
8 November.

With prize-money of €12,000 for the
winning entrant, as well as €12,000 for the
university department, there are sure to be
a few nerves when the next stage comes
around.

lan is taking it in his stride, distracted
somewhat by patents and job applications,
but he must admit: “the months are starting
to drag at this stage!”

The final award will be announced on
8 November.

GLUAIS/ GLOSSARY

Riachtanach
Difhostaithe
Buntaiste

Eileamh

Craoltoiri

Lucht léitheoireachta
Tionscal na Méain
Agallamh
Tionscal iomioch
Luachmhar

Ar n-oidhreacht
naisiunta

Meain cumarsaide
Ina mionlach

Necessary/essential
Unemployed
Advantage

Demand
Broadcaster
Readership

Media industry
Interview
Competitive industry
Valuable

Our national heritage

The media
In the minority
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Windies victorious in Twenty20 Cup Final

Johnny Byrnes er of charismatic opener Chris Gayle. Shane Watson top scored in the todrna
Sri Lanka, with stalwart bowlers Malin- ment, with his 249 runs coming from Aus-
West Indies capped off an overall im-ga and Mendis in their ranks, performedralia’s six matches. The enigmatic West

pressive T20 World Cup with a thrilling well in front of their home crowd during Indies captain Chris Gayle scored the most Snooker & Pool Club
36-run win over the hosts Sri Lanka in-Co the tournament. However, a fourth defeasixes, freeing his arms to clear the rope on
lombo to claim the title. LQ IRXU ¢QDOV PXVW VXUl ess than) ¥6@dcddions.D Z H D N- 2Q 2FWREHU UG WKH FOXI

All-rounder Marlon Samuels smashedness in their mind-set. Sri Lankan spinner Ajantha Mendis took tournament of the year. The competition
six sixes in his innings of 78 to post what Ireland didn’t perform to their maximum the most wickets with 15, including the was held exclusively for new members
seemed like a precarious score of 137-6. potential in their group, and were letdownSUL]JH ZLFNHW RI *D\OH LQ WKH QDO and freshers.

However, Sri Lanka never capitalised onby their old foe, the weather, once again. The women’s T20 World Cup was held Some incredible new talent was shown
the reachable total, and succumbed to th€heir match with the West Indies wasin tandem to the men’s, with the Austral- over the night and the winner of the tour
West Indies attack to fall for 101 all out. abandoned due to rain, and they were sulian ladies beating England by four runs in nament was Keiran Maguire, who didn’t
This was Sri Lanka’s fourth defeat in four sequently knocked out for the second T2@& tight game. lose a frame all night.

'RUOG &XS ¢QDOV 'RUOG &XS LQ D URZ ZLWKFE West Qdies Kibl®the inkelyhthow The night was a great success and the
The tournament as a whole was well relast game. ever with their deserved win. Their deter perfect start to the year. The club will
ceived, with exciting games from the group Other favourites for the title including mination and unity shone and was exem- continue to hold weekly tournaments on a
stages to the very last match. Packed stadirdia, Australia and the holders EnglandSOL¢{HG ZLWK WKHLU FHOHEUDWLRQ FRS\LQJ WK HVednesday night at 6.20 in preparation for
ums also showcased the enthusiasm fans played well in spells, but came unstucknow infamous ‘Gangnam Style’ dance. the Snooker and Pool Inter-varsities which

the sub-continent have for the game. when it mattered most. Shane WatsorTheir victory will be a breath of fresh air will be held in the next few months.

Out of the original 12 teams, it was thestarred for the Aussies with bat and balljn what is already an enjoyable format of
West Indies who triumphed, matchingwhilst England were left hamstrung with- the game.

WKHLU DWKOHWLFLVP LQow theéir taksDad Kelik Rietdrdeh] wibio L Q-

IHFWLRXV ODLG EDFN D W Wak tivodiztfolo@iBg tskiplinarydtt®HR Z-

At DIT, if you can
dodge a wrench, you
can dodge a ball

The society will be training on Tuesdays
in Larkin College from 7-9pm. They will
also be taking part in tournaments of-dif
ferent kinds (including Trampoline Dodge-
ball) throughout the year.

7KH ¢UVW WUDLQLQJ LV VF
October and there will be free food vouch
HUV WR 1DQGRYV UHVWDXU|
15 people.

DIT Triathlon Club

Karting Championships are off and running e e cu s e oo o

the block catering for athletes of all lev-
els, from beginner to ironman and beyond!
Stephen Noone erans and newcomers alike. Before racingrho took the inside line with too much closely followed by Wesley Clare. Finish- It was set up in 2012 on the back of the
got underway there was a display of €conspeed were punished with a spin on théng third after two unfortunate mechanical UHVRXQGLQJ VXFFHVV RI W
The rain couldn’t dampen the excitement trol and agility by Guy Foster in his au grass and a cheer from those watching. breakdowns in-front of him was StephenTriathlon.
DW WKH (¢UVW URXQG RI Wik-test bidiviindQameK Deft@Ltook to the The weather although miserable at partfloone who started in 9th. Last April members of the club travelled
onship. track in his 125 Rotax Kart. did not dampen the racing spirit among However, their positions as commitee WR 1HQDJK &R 7LSSHUDU\
The eagerly anticipated round one of )RU WKLV (UVW URXQG somé OfLteHdd\érsE Radiing @dbsGnténdénembers mean they are eligible to winathlon of the year.
the championship kicked off in Santry onout over 4 individual heats each, whichDW SDUWV ZLWK WKH & Jhe CTRanpidnshphbtt Qotslie @dveted 1st $V ZHOO DV NHHSLQJ ¢ W W
Thursday 4th, and from the get go it wasF XOPLQDWHG LQ ¢, Q D O VFirigars” WeCdrmidc® @GndRDmityK PRy - prize race-day in the 125 rotax max. prepares athletes for the Inter-varsities
bound to be a good one. night. lovich Firsov coming down to the very last It's all to play for in the next round in event which will take place towards the
With weather conditions deteriorating at With ever changing conditions through-corner. Andrew barely took the win overKylemore on October 16th. See you allend of the academic year.
DURXQG KDOI ¢YH EHIRUddt thé righQ dhe Widdie hailpiDd B\the the line. Finishing on maximum points there and in Bodkins after for another good
was bound to be slippy and a test for vettrack played havoc with drivers as thoseDQG ¢ UVW LQ WKH $ ¢ QD@ghZdracinD PHY 'DOWRQ

DIT Taekwondo Club

YRFXVLQJ RQ FRUH ¢WQHV\

weeks, the club will also be running basic
attack and defence drills to ease everyone
EDFN LQ ‘LWK WKH ¢UVW J
earmarked for mid-December, the tech
nique will soon follow.

4 , Inter-varsities will be held in C.L.T.
(Cork) in February 2013, with college

u clubs like N.U.I.G, U.L, and U.C.D. at-

tending. After Christmas they’ll be focus-
.. . ing on sparring and technique to ensure
SPORTS@EdItIOﬂ e WKDW ',7 KDV D ¢JKWLQJ FK
. The club have organised a friendly com
petition with N.U.l.G. for mid-November,

to test the waters before the Inter-varsities
next year.
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European Ryder Cup team
completes historic comeback

Colin Layde
Deputy News Editor

Davis Love I11’s American side dominated
the first two days, roared on by a partisan
and raucous home crowd. Love’s decision
to pair Ryder Cup rookie, Keegan Brad-
ley with Phil Mickelson proved inspired;
the duo won all three of their matches,
including a 7&6 drubbing of Lee West-
wood and Luke Donald. Prior to Medinah,
Mickelson possessed a dreadful record in
the competition, accumulating more losses
than any American in the event’s history.
In contrast to the all-conquering Mick-
elson and Bradley pairing, Tiger Woods
lost all three of his matches alongside
Steve Stricker. The 14-times major cham-
pion once again failed to deliver at golf’s
showcase event, despite having his best
season since details of his marital “trans-
gressions” emerged. Even with the former
world number one’s poor form, the Amer-
icans entered Sunday holding a 10-6 lead.
lan Poulter gave the Europeans faint
hope, recording five consecutive birdies
to salvage a point alongside Rory Mcllroy
on Saturday evening. Much like the late
Seve Ballesteros, the extravagant English-

Francesco Molinari celebrates on the 18th green, as Europe comlipete a four-point turnaround to retain the Ryder Cup at Medinah

man appears to thrive under the unique
pressure the competition creates, marking
himself out as a likely future captain. De-
spite Poulter’s heroics, a European victory

appeared no more than a remote possibility

going into Sunday’s singles matches.
European captain- José Maria Olazébal

sent Poulter, Donald and Mcllroy out first

A chance to test yourself
with the DIT Triathlon team

Donal McGoldrick

DIT Triathlon Club is a new club on the
block catering for athletes of all levels,
from beginner to ironman and beyond!
It was set up in 2012 on the back of the
resounding success of the DITfit2go club
Triathlon. The DIT Triathlon club aims to
bring together those who want to challenge
themselves more than they ever have be-
fore and push their bodies and minds fur-
ther than they ever believed they could.

Triathlon is a multisport event consisting
of Swimming, Cycling and Running. It is
a great way to keep fit throughout college
and a great way to meet others who have
caught the Triathlon bug. As well as keep-
ing fit there is also the intervarisites event
which takes place towards the end of the
academic year. It is a brilliant test of phys-
ical and mental strength while also setting
you up for the summer season ahead.

Last April members of the club travelled
to Nenagh, Co. Tipperary for the first tri-

athlon of the year. For the majority it was
their first triathlon (and not their last!) It
was a great event and although there were
a few tired legs everybody came out want-
ing more.

If anybody is looking for more info or
wants to join up, find the club on facebook
or drop them an email at:

dittriathlonclub@hotmail.com

on Sunday, in an effort to quickly reduce
the arrears and heap pressure on the Amer-
icans. The triumvirate all won their match-
es. Mcllroy handed Bradley his first defeat

and Poulter maintained his undefeated re-
cord, with his victory over Webb Simpson.
Mcllroy, who had largely underwhelmed at
Medinah, recaptured his form to dispatch
the in-form American 2&1. Ryder Cup
stalwarts, Westwood and Sergio Garcia,
each recorded victories to give Europe the
lead.

Following Jason Duffner’s victory over
Peter Hanson, the match was poised at
13-13, with only two matches remaining
on the course. In the penultimate match,
Martin Kaymer defeated Steve Stricker
on the 18th hole, to ensure Europe would
retain the trophy. Woods then inexplicably
missed from five feet on the same hole, to
hand Italian Francesco Molinari an unlike-
ly half point and Olazabal’s team victory.

The triumph represents the biggest come-
back in the event, since the United States
overturned a 10-6 deficit at Brookline
in 1999. That match was marred by the
American team’s invasion of the green,
during Olazabal’s match against Justin
Leonard. Alongside the final green, the
European captain’s thoughts turned to his
close friend and compatriot Seve, who died
from a brain tumour last year. “I think he
is proud”.

DLR Community SK Run

Darragh Mowlds
Deputy Sports Editor

The 4th annual Dun Laoghaire Rath-
down (dIr) Community 5K will take place
this Saturday the 13th of October in Kil-
bogget Park, Ballybrack at 2pm.

The run was launched to have an event in
which all members of the local community
could participate. Not only that but it also
is a great way to encourage fitness and gen-
eral activity in the local area.

People of all ages and fitness levels are
encouraged to participate in the race. The
event is being organised by the dir’s Sports
Partnership in conjunction with the Coun-
cil itself, the HSE and local athletic and
football clubs.

The age-old excuse for mammies saying
“Oh I can’t do that, | have the buggy with
me” doesn’t apply here with buggies being
more than welcome in the race allowing
every member of the community to be in-
volved.

The organisers of the event are keen to
highlight the importance of fitness and
health to the local community. They see
this event as a way to promote sport as a
fun idea for the whole family and hope that
this event will encourage people to become
more active.

The entry fee for the race is five euro but

children are allowed to participate free of
charge. Participants are also encouraged to
run for their favourite local charities and
anyone who has a flamboyant costume is
urged to turn up in it on the day. Accord-
ing to organisers, people “hopping in fancy
dress” are very welcome.

For their efforts, runners, walkers and
crawlers will receive a goody bag, medal
and a t-shirt at the event. Refreshments
will also be handed out to keep everyone
going.

This event kicks off ‘Social Inclusion
Week” for the council with other events
including book festivals, five a side soccer
tournaments, children’s music classes and
health awareness meetings.

According to Council Cathaoirleach Tom
Joyce, these events “highlight the excellent
work being undertaken to eliminate disad-
vantage and improve the quality of life for
all residents of our county.”

The idea behind the scheme is to raise
awareness about local issues such as pov-
erty and age awareness in order to combat
these problems within the local communi-
ty. Encouraging people to participate in
sport is strongly linked with the overall
aims of the scheme.

For any charitable DIT students out
there, you can still register on their website
dlrsportspartnership.ie.
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SARI: more needs to be
done to stop racism in spor

Danielle Stephens
Sports Editor

Recent events involving a Premiership
club captain have reminded the world that
racism is still a prevalent issue in today’s
society. Sport Against Racism Ireland
(SARI) is an organisation that was set up
in 1997 to support and promote social in-
clusion and positive integration through
sport. Ken McCue, one of the co-founders
of the organisation isn’t convinced that
racism is disappearing. He believes that
the John Terry case only highlights this
worrying possibility.

Terry, the captain of Chelsea Football
Club, was recently given a four match
ban and fined £220,000 after the F.A
found him guilty of “using abusive lan-
guage” towards QPR’s Anton Ferdi-
nand. Ironically, only two months prior,
the former England captain was found
not guilty of similar charges in the West-
minster magistrate’s court.

Comments made by his former man-
ager, Jose Mourinho, suggested that the
centre back had a racist moment but
was somehow not a racist. Mr McCue
doesn’t agree with this sentiment. “Once
a racist always a racist, until you find a
way to overcome your intolerance.”
SARI doesn’t give up on anyone but
it is up to the individual to want to be
open-minded.

Ken would like to to see all clubs fol-
low the example of Barcelona F.C. The
case of footballer David Villa saw the
striker sign a contract which included a
never-before-seen “anti-discrimination”
clause. The Spanish club have since
promised to add the clause into all fu-
ture contracts of players signing for the
side. Mr McCue sees this as a positive
step to warning all players that discrim-
ination of any kind will not be tolerated.

Racism is seen regularly on the soc-
cer pitch because it is the most popular
sport in the world. In August, Manches-
ter City defender Gael Clichy claimed
that a banana was thrown onto the pitch
during a friendly with Limerick F.C.

The International Officer at SARI
thinks that racial abuse was one of the
main reasons that former Derry City
footballer- Eamon Zayed left Ireland to
play for Persopolis F.C in Iran. He was

Leinster edge towards form against

Darragh Mowlds
Deputy Sports Editor

Leinster ran out unconvincing winners
over a resilient Munster side in an enter-
taining match in the Aviva Stadium, the
game finishing 30-21.

The home side had the perfect start when
Richardt Strauss crept over the try line and
just about grounded the ball in the 4th min-
ute. Munster needed a quick response and
just two minutes later, Peter O’Mahony
completed what was a very well worked
move from Munster.

It was a story of the place kickers for
much of this match, with O’Gara and Sex-
ton both having a good, if imperfect day.

At this point | have to bring up the condi-
tion of the pitch which kept cutting up un-
derfoot; Sexton had to fix the turf on sever-
al occasions in order to take his kicks. This
really isn’t good enough in our national
stadium and the problem certainly needs to

entitled to play for both the Libyan and
Tunisian national teams but he wanted
to represent Ireland. Despite this, he was
subjected to discrimination throughout
his career.

Mr McCue pointed out that when St.
Patricks Athletic were fined €200 for
the abuse shown by their fans towards
Zayed, the money was collected by do-
ing a quick whip-around in the local
pub. Ultimately, this wasn’t an adequate
result and the Irish League lost a good
footballer due to racism.

SARI place a lot of the blame on the
FAI, who they say isn’t doing enough to
combat the problem. According to Mr
McCue, the FALI is given money by the
Government to train referees and offi-
cials the appropriate way to deal with
situations involving racism. Yet, Mr
McCue still hasn’t come across a ref-
eree who has been trained for such in-
cidences. This is a handy little loophole
used to get out of having to investigate
complaints. The FAI isn’t required to
examine complaints made if the incident
doesn’t feature in the referee’s report.
As Ken puts it, if it isn’t in the report it
didn’t happen.

An example of this came about dur-
ing a match between Bohemians F.C
and Shamrock Rovers F.C. aired live on
TG4. Even though it was clearly audible
that the Shamrock Rovers crowd were
making monkey grunts towards Bohe-
mians’ player Joe Ndo, the FAI stated
that it never happened because it didn’t
appear in the referee’s report.

Unfortunately, the problem of discrim-
ination doesn’t solely lie in football and
itisn’tisolated to the problem of racism.
Sectarianism, homophobia, sexism etc.
are also a feature of Irish society, even
if they aren’t reported on as frequently.
SARI cross 64 different sports includ-
ing sports such as Archery, Angling and
Fencing- all of which see various inci-
dences of discrimination.

Ken McCue is adamant that education
is the way forward in dealing with the
issue of discrimination. “The idea at the
moment in Irish schools is to assimilate
not integrate”. Instead of singling out
people with different heritages and tra-
ditions, schools should be teaching chil-
dren from a young age to embrace them

be fixed before the Autumn Internationals.

Some excellent work from Eoin Reddan
allowed lan Madigan to side-step Casey
Laulala’s challenge to get a try in the 21st
minute to put some daylight between the
two sides. Errors from both sides allowed

John Terry, who has been found guilty of using “abusive language” by the FA.

Picture: Wikicommons, llya Khokhlov.

and learn about them.

People misuse terms every day because
history created them and no one is both-
ering to educate people otherwise. Mis-
used terms include “bi-racial”, “mixed
race” and “multi-racial” which are all
anthropologically incorrect according to
Mr McCue. “There is only one race and
that is the human race”. Different races
came from churches in America needing
to find a way to justify slavery. In clas-
sifying people they used skulls from a
Caucasian and a Negroid example and
filled it with grain. The Caucasian skull

the kickers to add to the scoreboard. Lein-
ster went into the break with a slight ad-
vantage of 20-14.

Despite increasing pressure from Mun-
ster, Brian O’Driscoll once again stepped

could hold more grain so they were con-
sidered smarter than the Negros. The
Nazi’s went one step further in creating
races such as the “Ayran” race and con-
verting a religion such as Judaism into a
race that had to be destroyed.
Whatever angle you take on the dis-
cussion, racism is still very much around
today. Many think that it’s slowly phas-
ing out. However, the very existence of
Sport Against Racism Ireland, and the
recent antics of supposed “professional”
footballers, simply goes to show that,
unfortunately, that’s not the case.

Munster

up by scoring a brilliant try in the 52nd
minute. After that play, Damian Varlay
went to the sin bin; something which many
people felt could have allowed Leinster to
run riot in the game. However, that wasn’t
how it turned out.

Brian O’Driscoll joined a growing injury
list when he limped off in the 63rd minute.
The young winger- Andrew Conway was
stretchered off a few minutes later to give
Joe Schmidt a real headache going into
their opening match in the Heineken cup
against Exeter Chiefs.

Conor Murray added some real fire to the
occasion in the 67th minute going over for
a try. That turned out to be the last score
of the game with Leinster hanging on until
the final whistle.

It was an entertaining game in the Aviva
Stadium. On balance, Leinster probably
deserved to win but Munster will be disap-
pointed that they came away with nothing.
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John Joe Goes Pro

On Brendan O’Connor’s Saturday Night
Show Olympic silver medallist John Joe
Nevin confirmed he is joining the profes-
sional ranks.

The 23-year-old Mullingar native had
considered going for gold at a third Olym-
pics in Rio de Janeiro, but has instead cho-
sen a future in the paid ranks.

Nevin has also chosen to link up with
British boxer Amir Khan and his newly
formed promotional company Super Fight
Promotions, who announced Nevin’s de-
but in Manchester on January 19.

In talking about his decision to link up
with Khan, Nevin said “he himself was an
Olympic medallist so he has gone through
the transition from amateur to profession-
al.”

Khan an Olympic silver medallist from
2004 appears to be the perfect choice in
guiding Nevin towards the world title he
desires.

Vettel cuts gap at top

Sebastien Vettel took maximum points
in Japan and in the process cut Fernando
Alonso’s championship lead to four points.

The Red Bull driver’s second win in a
row moved him to within striking distance
of Alonso who crashed out on the first cor-
ner.

Lewis Hamilton, who has dominated the
headlines recently after announcing his
move from McLaren to Mercedes for next
season, endured a slow start to the race
eventually coming home in 5th.

Vettel’s 3rd win in four at the Suzuka cir-
cuit came easier than expected with several
likely challengers crashing out in a chaotic
first lap.

Once the debris was removed Vettel was
clear to cruise to victory. However, team-
mate Mark Webber was not so lucky, fail-
ing to avoid the first lap carnage finished
22nd having started 2nd.

After reigniting the title race in Japan,
Sebastian Vettel will be hoping for three
wins in a row next week as F1 stays in Asia
for the Korean Grand Prix.

Trap calls up Brady

Manchester United winger Robbie Brady
has being drafted into the Republic of Ire-
land squad for the injured Kevin Doyle.

The 20-year-old midfielder who had an
impressive debut against Oman last month
will link up with the squad ahead of World
Cup Qualifiers against Germany and the
Faroe Islands.

Brady ,who was on the standby list, was
called upon by Giovanni Trapattoni after a
scan on Doyle’s thigh by his club Wolves
ruled him out.

Like Brady, Sunderland midfielder Da-
vid Meyler will also link up with the Irish
squad after receiving a late call-up on Fri-
day.
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Willie O’Dwyer has high hopes for
the future of DIT college hurling

Stephen Conaty

DIT has always boasted some big names
within its GAA ranks, but Kilkenny man
Willy O’Dwyer is surely up there with the
biggest..

An integral member of the 2007 Fitzgib-
bon Cup side, he believes hard work and
determination paid off as DIT enjoyed its
most successful year ever in Senior Col-
lege Hurling.

“l suppose we’re always at a disadvan-
tage when it comes to GAA,” he says.

Having previously hurled for Waterford
IT, the 5 time Senior All-lreland medal
winner knows how Dublin teams, in par-
ticular, struggle to compete with the South-
ern based colleges.

“You look at the focus there is on hurling
elsewhere, particularly down south, where
lads are raised on hurling,” he tells The
Edition.

“I was lucky enough to be part of a great
set up in 2007, when a major focus on
hurling in Dublin became very apparent
in terms of funding and general interest.
A great group of young lads were coming
through, and fortunately we benefited from
that.”

But there has been a notable lack of
progress since 2007’s semi-final appear-
ance. Not just in hurling, but in football
also. O’Dwyer believes the logistics of the
college go some way to explaining why
DIT consistently fails to contend with the

Corks, Limericks and DCUs of this world.

“In these places players are socialising
with each other day in and day out on
campus, building team camaraderie, and
DIT players might see each other once a
week in training for a few months of the
year. The fact we have so many campuses
spread across a large area puts us at an ob-
vious disadvantage.

“With the move to Grangegorman, hope-
fully some of this will be rectified. DIT
has never been short on talent, and on a
more even playing field there can only be
progress.”

Indeed that 2007 team was packed with
an array of talented hurlers, many of whom
have gone on to great things with their
counties, and none more so than O’Dwyer
himself. At the tender age of 28, he has
had an illustrious career, boasting minor,
under-21, county, provincial and All-Ire-
land success.

Kilkenny hurling has been Kkind to
O’Dwyer, but by 2010 he found himself
plying his trade in the football stronghold
of Kerry rather than the hurling haven of
his native county.

“It was great to see the lads lift Liam Mc-
Carthy again this year. Obviously | would
love to be back there doing it with them but
I live and work down here in Kerry,” the
Mulinavat man explains.

“It’s obviously at a lower level but | love
my hurling and I’m still playing away at
home for the club.”

Transfers such as Willy’s have always
been a major issue for the GAA, with Se-
anie Johnson’s dramatic move from Cavan
to Kildare attracting significant controver-
sy and rumour within the organisation. It
has raised the question of why it seems
OK for players to move down a level, as in
Willy’s case, yet unacceptable for players

to move up.

“l don’t know Seanie’s motives but it
does seem to draw more attention when a
player goes up rather than down. In my
own case others are now driving the Kilk-
enny team. I’'m happy to play away in
Kerry, but the end of the day, your club is
where you started and where you’re going

to end up, so it’s the most important.”

With plenty left in the old dog yet, who
knows what the future holds for Willy
O’Dwyer. One thing is certain though - he
will be shouting on our lads come Febru-
ary in the first round of 2013’s Fitzgibbon
Cup.

Coming up this week In your sporting calendar

Cathal Kearney

The Ryder Cup and All-Ireland Finals
have concluded recently, but there’s good
news for sports junkies out there — the ac-
tion hasn’t finished just yet. Here’s a look
at the sporting calendar for the fortnight
ahead:

Soccer- Giovanni Trapattoni’s Republic
of Ireland side face Group C favourites
Germany at the Aviva Stadium on Friday
12thOctober in what will be a real test for
Trap’s men.

Since the Euros the side have been

shorn of Damian Duff and Shay Given
due to retirement, whilst Richard Dunne
misses out due to injury. It’s safe to say
then that preparations for the game have
been dealt a blow.

Germany will be without diminutive
captain Phillip Lahm and midfield enforc-
er Bastian Schweinsteiger on the night,
but such is the depth of Joachim Low’s
squad that his absence will unlikely be
felt. (LIVE, RTE2)

With internationals taking place next
weekend, the Premier League will return
the following week when two derbies will

be contested.

Tottenham will look to build on their
recent defeat of Manchester United with
a victory against London rivals Chelsea,
who inw turn will face Spurs having de-
feated Arsenal at the Emirates recently.

Up north and the Tyne-Wear derby will
as always be fiercely contested between
Newcastle and Sunderland, with the latter
playing host at the Stadium of Light.

Liverpool will face Reading at Anfield
and Manchester United will welcome
Stoke to Old Trafford, whilst there are
away trips to Norwich and West Brom for

Arsenal and Man City respectively. (TH
— CHEL, LIVE SKYSPORTS2; SUN-
NEW, LIVE SKYSPORTS1)

Rugby- The Heineken Cup returns
next weekend, with reigning champions
Leinster opening the defence of their title
against Premiership side Exeter in Pool 5.

After finishing with runners up medals
in last season’s campaign, Ulster will be
hoping to go one step better this season
and will face French side Castres in their
Pool 4 opener in Ravenhill.

Munster will kick off Pool 1 with a
tricky away tie with French side Racing

Metro in Paris. The province have had
their critics over the past few seasons and
will be hoping new coach Rob Penney can
get the best out of fading Irish interna-
tionals such as Ronan o’ Gara, Paul O’
Connell and Donncha O’ Callaghan.

Connacht will travel to Italy to face new
boys Zebre in their Pool 3 encounter fresh
from the news that coach Eric Elwood is
to set down at the end of the season and
will therefore be looking to give their
coach a successful final season in charge.
(LEINSTER, ULSTER, MUNSTER -
SKY LIVE).



